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President’s Perspective
This year has been very different than
past years because of the Covid-19 virus.
Unfortunately, it has touched the lives of
so many across our nation, and around
the world. I hope you are all well,
staying safe, and following the
recommended guidelines. As you can see,
I’m all masked up - it’s even a 7IDA patch on my mask!
Thankfully, my family and I are healthy. However, the virus
has affected us in other ways. Our daughter, Julia, was
supposed to be married in May, but it had to be canceled
because of the virus. It was then rescheduled for October,
but even that has been put on hold. So, our walk down the
aisle has been temporarily postponed.
In the Sum’20 issue of The Hourglass we saw a
representation of our 7th Infantry Division plaque to be
displayed at the National Museum of the Army at Fort
Belvoir, VA. When the museum is finally able to be opened
to the general public, thousands of people will see our plaque
and the century-old commitment the 7th Infantry Division
has made to freedom all over the world.
And, amongst all this, the Governing Council has decided
that the time has come to “case our colors” and close the
Association at the end of our fiscal year. It has become
abundantly clear that our membership numbers and income
flow are not capable of sustaining the Association. More
details of the shutdown plans are detailed inside this issue.
Our Members have tried to help our financial situation by
paying their dues a year or more in advance to ensure the
continuing publication of The Hourglass, but the stark reality
is that this will not be sufficient. “THANK YOU!” to those
who did that, it is very much appreciated and was a valiant
effort.
Continued on page 18...

The Hourglass

Winter 2020

Casing Our Colors After 75 Years
7IDA Governing Council
The vote was not unanimous, but it was
overwhelmingly in favor of closing down.
We had a great run, as they say, but it
became painfully obvious to the
Governing Council that the steady attrition
of our Membership due to age and our
lack of a stable income stream made June
2021 an appropriate time to close down
the Association.
Our Association was chartered in late
Nov’46 in San Francisco and on 15Jan'47
our first official meeting was held at the
Presidio when COL L.J. Stewart was
elected President of the Association.
The first issue of The Hourglass 7IDA
newsletter that has been located is from
late 1973 and a copy of it can be seen on HG Editor, Jerry Piller beside the
page 22. Since then The Hourglass has colors wearing his 1972 uniform
been published at least once a year, every at the 2013 San Antonio reunion..
year since then.
There are a number of details that still
remain to be addressed:
1. Members who have paid their dues in
advance can request a refund of their
advance payment. Alternatively, they can
allow it to be donated to the charity we
have selected (see #7) who, after all
outstanding obligations are satisfied, will The 7ID's colors during the
receive the remainder of our Treasury Division's reactivation ceremony at
funds.
JBLM in 2012.

2. Members who donated to the “Booster
Fund” during the 2020 fiscal year (July
2020-June 2021) will have the same
options listed in paragraph #1.
3. For just a $20.00 handling & postage
fee, Members can request their choice of
any remaining QM store items to be sent
to them. Whatever you want, providing the
QM still has it in stock, it is yours.
Everything must go! Use the Order Form
on page 18.
4. The Association’s colors and archives
will be sent to the 7th ID Museum at JBLM.
5. A complete roster of currently active
Members will be prepared and distributed
to all Members.
6. Our website will be reduced to a single
page displaying the President’s closing
message and a link to the Final Issue of
The Hourglass.
7. All remaining Treasury funds will be
donated to the National Museum of the
United States Army in the name of the 7th
Infantry Division Association.
The Governing Council would like to
express its thanks and appreciation for the
Membership’s support over the years. We
made many life-long friends and those
relationships will continue.

Your Governing Council
Officers
Robert Patterson
Joseph Wietlisbach
Leon Sandifer
Billy Kelly
Daniel J. McPharlin
Jerry Piller
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Governors
President
Vice President
Executive Secretary
Treasurer & Roster Manager
Quartermaster
Hourglass Editor

Roger Cook
Doug Halbert
George Boggs
Ken Mattingly
Henry Mills
Sid Morris
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Exercise Noble Skywave Completes Global Competition
SGT C. Drew Nevitt, 29Oct19, army.mil website.

A joint JBLM team of 7th Inf Div Soldiers, 1st Special Forces
Grp (Airborne), and airmen from the USAF’s 22nd Special
Tactics Squadron represented JBLM in Exercise Noble
Skywave, a competition invloved in sending high-frequency
signals from JBLM to other competitors around the world.
Among the competitors were Canada, United Kingdom,
Australia, Italy, Spain, and Iraq.

forces units,” said SFC Robert B. Groszmann, a 7th Inf Div
communications NCO. “It’s coming back now because it’s
more of a robust and long-haul means to communicate than
tactical satellite or SINCGARS radios.”

The 36-hour competition was broken down into four phases
The first was contact with the Network Controller at the
Royal Canadian Corps of Signals school in Base Kingston,
Ontario, Canada. The second phase was “free play,”
encouraging teams to contact any station answering on
designated preset network frequencies.
Phase three, the team challenge, partnered teams together as
they attempted to contact each other. Team pairings were
based upon the distance between partners to ensure equal
settings for all of the participants. In the last phase, each
team was tested to make the longest distance call.

The JBLM team improves antennae reception during
Exercise Noble Skywave, 23Oct19. Photo: US Army.

Although Noble Skywave was a competition, it was an
opportunity for service members to test this unique skillset
with their service member peers on a global scale. “It’s
become kind of a lost art because of the skill that operators
need, aside from long-range surveillance units or special-

During the competition, the JBLM team connected with a
team in Italy, a Peruvian submarine near South America, and
a team in New Zealand, which was more than 5,625 miles
(9,000 km) away. The JBLM team finished in 4th place
amongst the 86 US military teams, and in 29th place overall.
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7ID at War in Korea - 1951
Excerpted from Bayonet: The History of the 7th Infantry
Division in Korea
On the first day of 1951, the 7th
Division began its move from
Yongchon to the east ocentral
mountain front in the ChechonTangang-Chungju area. Despite
logistical difficulties, the Division
ran into little resistance east of
Chechon and set up at blocking
position at Yongwol and went into
a blocking position and patrolled
the extremely mountainous area.
On 26Jan51, MG David Barr relinquished command of the
Division to BG Claude Ferenbaugh, who was promoted to
MG 3 weeks later.
The comparative calm ended
on 27Jan51 when the Division
launched an attack north to
Pyongchang. The 17th Inf was
ordered to initiate a
“reconnaissance in force” to
secure the area for an artillery
encampment to destroy
Pyongchang. The city was
leveled by the artillery.
MG David Barr
The Division relieved the 2nd
Inf Div in late January and conducted limited advances until
12Feb51 when the Chinese forces attacked heavily west of
the Division’s sector. The Division was ordered to
consolidate its defensive positions. Some Division troops
were encircled but, on 05Feb51, the Division drove the
Chinese forces back and restored the 8th Army’s front.
Even heavier fighting began in Mar’51. Overcoming adverse
weather, troops of the 31st Inf fought northward in the direction
of Hyon-ni, in the Naerin River Valley. On 01Apr51 the
Division loaded up and replaced the 1st Marine Div, 30 miles
away. Four days later the 17th and 31st Inf Regiments moved
north again and crossed the 38th Parallel, going all the way
to the Soyang River on 09Apr51.
Yanggu fell to the 17th Inf after an attack across the Sochon
River and the Division consolidated its positions along the
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BG Claude Ferenbaugh
MG Lymann Lemnitzer
eastern portion of the Hwachon Reservoir by 16Apr51. On
22Apr51 the Chinese attacked the sector, but they were
repulsed after a 5-day battle.
The Division set up defensive positions in the high terrain
just south of the Hong River, east of the Pukhan Reservoir.
On 20May51 the Division gave up its defensive role and
attacked the Chinese to the north of them. A hard-fought 3day drive brought the Division to the Hwachon Reservoir, a
major electrical power source, where thousands of enemy
troops were cut off and trapped.
The Division then moved on to the Kumhwa area where they
pushed back the Chinese forces in that area. Finally on
23Jun51, the Division went into reserve for the first time
since the Inchon landing in Sep’50. This lasted until Aug’51.
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VFW-Championed Legislation
Enacted
Veterans of Foreign Wars press release

The Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019
(Public Law 116-23) was signed into law on 25Jun19 and
was effective 01Jan2020.
Heartbreak Ridge
th

nd

In late Aug’51 the 17 and 32 Regiments fought a vicious
5-day battle that included hand-to-hand combat. And about
30 days later, once again, the Division went into reserve at
Kapyong. Around Nov’51 the Division was conducting
operations in the areas that included the Punchbowl and
Heartbreak Ridge. But, in Dec’51, the United Nations and
Chinese negotiators at Pyongyang agreed to a policy of
maintaining in place so no offensive operations were
conducted, although patrols continued.
And, finally, on 05Dec51 MG Lymann Lemnitzer replaced
MG Claude Ferenbaugh as the Division commander.

VFW National Commander B.J. Lawrence exclaimed, “Tens
of thousands of Blue Water Navy veterans of the Vietnam
War and dependent children born with spina bifida due to a
parent’s toxic exposure will now benefit from this new law.
The VFW is proud to have helped lead the charge to return
these benefits to these deserving veterans and to expand
existing benefits to dependent children.
We look forward to the Department of Veterans Affairs
publishing implementation guidance on their website very
soon.”
The Bill restores VA benefits to thousands of Blue Water
Navy Vietnam veterans who had their disability eligibility
taken away in 2002 after arbitrary regulatory changes.
It also benefits veterans exposed to Agent Orange while
serving along the Korean DMZ with an earlier start date
to encompass the timeframe when various defoliants were
tested - to 01Sep67, instead of 01Apr68. It also expands
benefits to children born with spina bifida due to a parent’s
exposure in Thailand, coverage that already exists for
the children of Vietnam and Korean DMZ veterans.

The Punchbowl

The new law also requires the VA to report on research being
conducted on a broad range of conditions possibly related to
service in Southwest Asia, which is important for future
legislative efforts to create a list of presumptive conditions
for veterans seeking VA health care and benefits.
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Letters
I just received my favorite The
Hourglass. This one (Sum’20) was
just great.
I was so pleased to see the photos
of Camp Hovey – the movie theater and
Service Club, and I can’t forget Hill
279. I was stationed at Cp Hovey for
about 1 year after waiting in Pusan for
the completion of the huts to house us.
Some of the guys in my outfit did the
construction.
It was heated by drums of diesel-fueled
pot-bellied stoves. At times the fuel
would freeze in the lines and we had to
go out and blow into the lines to free up
the fuel.
In the summer of ’57, I spent a couple
months with the 17 th Inf Regt and
participated in their softball tournament.
I was there until 25Jul57 and then, 22
days later, landed in Oakland, CA, then
to Ft. Dix, NJ for my discharge.
Thanks for some good reading and photos.
Sal Martarano
9655 Campi Dr.
Lake Worth, FL 33467
I always thought I should contribute to
The Hourglass, but even though I have
been (supposedly) retired for over five
years, I never took the time. Now, with
my back against the wire, it is now or
never.
It saddens me that the 7th Inf Div
Association will no longer exist. If
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someone would have told me back in
“69” that I would look back to my
time in Korea with nostalgia, I would
have called them crazy. But, as the
years rolled by, I began to think of
the good, fun times and less of the
unpleasant. The Association with its
reunions was a way to relive and remember
those good times. I had a lot of good
times and made good friends at these
reunions.
The first reunion I attended was in Las
Vegas. We sat down at a table with another
couple and discovered that his wife had
relatives in my hometown. We stayed
friends with Bob Hoxsie and his wife
until the day he died. Through contacts
at another reunion I reconnect with my
1st Sergeant. We wrote each other every
Christmas and even got to meet once before
he passed.
Yes, we are all growing older, but while
we are still able to travel, I hope we
can still meet at the Korean Defense
Veteran’s Reunion held each year in Pigeon
Forge, TN.
The 7th has a lot of great history. I
don’t wish for any more wars where we
have to place our young men and women in
harm’s way. But I do wish that one day
the great 7th will be brought back to its
rightful place in the Army.
With a heavy heart,
Joe Wietlisbach
Vice President
<joewietli@aol.com>
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My Time in the 7ID
By Carl R. White

I Passed Inspection
Thought I’d pass this little episode to you about an incident
that helps keep my memory alive of my time in the Army. I
was an RA (1955-58), the son of a 20-year Army veteran
killed while serving with the Delaware National Guard. My
dad left five sons, all of us served (three are deceased) and
one received the Purple Heart in Vietnam 1970.
I had the honor to stand
for a full field Command
Inspection (CI) by MG
Paul Carraway, 7ID CG,
on the frozen turf at
Camp Kaiser in January
1956 on a level piece of
turf located few miles
from our compound.
I was a member of 2nd
Platoon,
Co A,
th
707 Ordnance Bn
attached to the 17th Inf
Rgt. Twelve of us were
selected out of twenty-five personnel.
Preparing for the General was no easy task as we were a rag
tag group of mechanics, small arms repair techs, and ordnance
demolition types, under the command of a CWO2. None of
us had a presentable uniform for a CI - fatigues with a field
jacket or parka was the best we had. All of our class-As
were taken from us at the Replacement Depot in Inchon.
CWO2 Owens, our CO, was a short-timer awaiting retirement
and this was his last assignment, He allowed us to do our
jobs with no military frills.
My field jacket was faded green, filthy and frayed at the
sleeves, - definitely not suitable for a CI. This was not due
to hard work, but rather from pheasant, quail and rabbit
hunting whenever we got the chance. I was an E3 and was
given a SSGT’s field jacket which was in much better
condition than mine. Now you can imagine the General
stopping in front me and asking questions, however I lucked
out as he spoke to each man next to me.

Later, over a few beers, I realized how close I came to
impersonating a NCO with a different name tag over the
pocket - if I’d been caught it was brig time for sure.
One thing I distinctly remember is the General carried a
baseball bat and would tap our equipment looking for some
discrepancy. Our Bn CO, MAJ Grabowski, a LT and MSGT
from Hqs at Camp Casey accompanied him. The Major was
a splitting image of Clark Gable and knew it. He wore a
fifty-mission crush and sunglasses along with his pinks and
greens and carried a swagger stick. I later was transferred to
Cp Casey and became his driver. This was the only time I
saw him on the zone,.. no one from Hqs ever visited us and
we liked it that way.

We must have passed the inspection because I never heard
any negative feedback, Being the Platoon clerk and with CWO
Owens in the shop office, I would have heard.
I have read MG Carraway’s bio - quite a guy, tough and to
the point. For a low-rent PFC and 20 years old, it was a
lifetime memory.
Carl R.White
271 Tarpon Blvd
Fripp Island,SC 29920
<bluehen.carl@gmail.com>
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Army Replaces M113 APC

Kim Gamel, Stars and Stripes, 22May20

Matthew Cox, Military.com

The US-led United Nations Command will be repairing
defective warning markers meant to keep aircraft from flying
mistakenly into the DMZ dividing the Korean peninsula. The
defective markers were discovered when UN personnel
overflew the entire 155 mile length of the southern boundary
to verify that the 877 markers were intact and visible.

Production of the first new armored vehicle that will replace
the Army Vietnam-era M113 armored personnel carrier is
now complete. The first Armored Multi-Purpose Vehicle, or
AMPV, rolled off the production line as part of a contract to
deliver up to 450 of the vehicles to the Army. “This vehicle
is going to replace a vehicle that has been in the Army since
1965,” Bryan McVeigh, the head of Army’s Project Manager
for Mounted Armored Vehicles.

One of the first Armored Multi-Purpose Vehicles (AMPV)

An example of an aerial warning marker.
A probe was launched after a special investigation team
“identified a deficiency that contributed to a potential aviation
incident involving a civilian aircraft last year,” the UN
Command said.

The M-60 Machine Gun
Although the M-60 was first used in
combat in Vietnam, it was actually
developed in the 1950s and deployed
to troops in 1957-58.
It was designed to be a squad-level replacement
for the Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR) and the
Browning .30cal water-cooled machine gun. It
fired the same 7.62x51mm NATO cartridge as the
M-14 rifle.
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Delivering the first AMPV marks the first time the defense
industry has produced a brand-new tracked combat vehicle
to the Army since the 1980s. The AMPV is designed to meet
the Army’s missions for the Armored Brigade Combat Teams
(ABCT).
There are several variants in the AMPV family, including:
♦ Mission Command vehicle
♦ General Purpose vehicle
♦ Mortar Carrier
♦ Medical Evacuation vehicle
♦ Medical Treatment vehicle.

Eventually it was adapted
for use in helicopter
gunships by replacing the
pistol grip trigger
mechanism with a .50calstyle trigger using a “butterfly”
firing button.

Simply Amazing!

Winter 2020
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17th Inf Fights on Attu

The American Legion Magazine, August 2020
Irene Triplett, 90, the last person still receiving a pension
from the Civil War died on 31May2020. Irene was the
“helpless” (suffering from cognitive deficits) adult child of
Mose Triplett. Mose was a private in the Confederate army
before defecting to join the Union army in June 1863, serving
with the 3rd N. Carolina Mounted Infantry. She was receiving
$877.56 each year from the Dept. of Veterans Affairs.

Men of the 17th Regiment use grenades and small
arms to clear a Japanese gun emplacement on Attu.
A 2014 photo of Irene Triplett, with the certificate
identifying her as a “real” daughter of the Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War.

Top 10 Things People Think
About While Singing a Hymn
10. The pot roast.
9. What does the pastor wear under his robes?
8. Will the person behind me ever hit the right note?
7. 90 minutes left ‘til kickoff.
6. Did I turn off the curling iron?

An undated photo of Mose Triplett, second from right,
with his first wife.
Another item of note is that there are 33 spouses and 18
children who are still receiving VA benefits from troops
who served in the Spanish-American War of 1898!
Most people want a perfect relationship.
I just want a burger that looks like
the ones in the commercials.
The American Legion Magazine, Nov 2019

5. The likelihood of the ceiling fan falling and hitting me
on the head.
4. How many people have lost more hair than I have?
3. How would the hymn sound if a rock group played it?
2. Are there doughnuts at fellowship?
1. How many more verses?
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Defending "The Z"
Korea in Review 1966-69
“In small wars, caution must
be exercised, and instead of striving
to generate the maximum power with forces
available, the goal is to gain decisive
results with the least application of
force and the consequent minimum loss
of life.”
US Marine Corps, Small Wars Manual, 1940
Lately, it has become fashionable to
refer to the Korean War (1951-53) as
“the forgotten war.”
Popular historian
Clay Blair chose
that apt phrase as
the title of his
study of the war. If
the Korean War, a 3year slugfest that
cost America almost
34,000 battlefield
dead, has been lost
in the shuffle
The UN logo for the
between the triumph
Allied Forces in Korea. o f W W I I a n d t h e
trauma of Vietnam, is it any wonder that
the confusing, sporadic, and far less
bloody 2nd Korean Conflict of 1966-69
has drifted into obscurity?

allies’ deaths were 374
soldiers and police, plus 80
So. Korean civilians. To put
those numbers in perspective
– US casualties in Vietnam averaged more
than 1,190 KIA per month during 1968.
But there are other ways to consider
these Korean numbers aside from the
obvious fact that the casualties were
just as dead, hurt, or captured as those
lost on Omaha Beach. In retrospect, both
the US and the ROK can find some special
significance in these sad tallies from 3
years of undeclared war on the peninsula.
From the American point of view, the 319
KIA during the 37 months of fighting
made this the fourth most costly, and
second longest US military undertaking
since the end of WWII (not including our
current involvement in Afghanistan). For
the ROK, this war cost 84% of all soldiers
and 58% of all civilians lost to No.
Korean military actions since 1953.
What did the allies accomplish to justify
these sacrifices? The military score sheet
appears unimpressive at first glance.
The US-ROK forces did not achieve an
especially favorable body count, killing
only 397 No. Korean troops, capturing
12, and convincing 33 to defect.

This studied indifference to an important
small war is unfortunate given America’s
continued involvement on the Korean
peninsula and today’s constant soulsearching over the perils of lowintensity
conflict.
Military
professionals and interested civilians
would do well to consider the results
achieved, the reasons for victory, the
broader implications, and the unfinished
business of the 2nd Korean Conflict.
By comparison to other wars, the human
cost of the 1966-69 fighting appears
rather small. Including those killed,
wounded and captured in firefights, the
capture of the USS Pueblo and downing of
the EC-121M reconnaissance aircraft, the
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Defending "The Z"

The CIB in Korea 1966-69

Winter 2020

else was a soldier required to
participate in 5 firefights and get an
approval recommendation from the entire
chain of command all the way up to the
Division commander to be awarded a CIB.

Manny Sacks, excerpts from The Quiet
Victory

A firefight in the DMZ was just as
dangerous as a firefight anywhere else,
and a North Korean’s bullet would kill a
soldier just as dead as a North Vietnamese
bullet that killed a soldier in Vietnam.

Combat Infantryman’s Badge.
It was very hard, if not impossible, for
a soldier to receive a Combat
Infantryman’s Badge (CIB) for service in
the Korean DMZ after the Korean War ended
in 1953. The issue of recognition for
DMZ vets has been a source of contention
for decades. Except for the period 196873, the Army has refused to even
acknowledge that the DMZ was a war zone.
This policy seems delusional to anyone
who walked a combat patrol in the DMZ.
To receive a CIB for Korean DMZ service,
a soldier had to have:
(1) served in the hostile fire zone for
at least 60 days
(2) been assigned to an Infantry unit of
Company size or smaller, been an Infantry
officer of the rank of Captain or below,
or an enlisted man holding an Infantry
MOS

If a DMZ veteran wants to apply for a
retroactive award, the Army insists the
soldier must go through Army records
personally to find the documentation,
and track down other soldiers who were
present and obtain eyewitness statements.
This begs the question of how this can
be accomplished with the passage of 50
years or more - records disappear or are
destroyed and witnesses die.
In 2006 the Army amended AR600-8-22 and
eliminated the “5 firefight rule” but
this change is, for the most part,
meaningless. The Army has never explained
why it enacted this highly discriminatory
regulation, and there has been
speculation that the Army wanted to
downplay the 2nd Korean Conflict of 196669 due to the unpopularity of the war in
Vietnam. It has been assumed that the US
Dept. of Defense thought that one
unpopular war was enough. Perhaps the
answer will never be known.

(3) been engaged with the enemy involving
an exchange of small arms fire at least
5 times
(4) been recommended by each commander
up the chain of command to the Division
level
These requirements could be waived if
the soldier was killed or wounded in an
engagement with the enemy.
The Army’s discriminatory regulations
effectively demonstrated that the Army
considered soldiers who served on the
DMZ were only “worth” 20% of soldiers
who were fighting in Vietnam. Nowhere
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Final Approval Given

Artist’s conceptual drawing of the memorial.
On 19Sep19, the design for the National World War I
Memorial (HG Win’18, p28) was given final approval by
the US Commission of Fine Arts. There is no estimated date
of completion and fund raising efforts are ongoing.

You can go online at:
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/
to see the design and contribute to the project.

MoH Museum To Be Located in TX
The American Legion Magazine, Jan2020
The National Medal of Honor Museum will be built in
Arlington, TX, the museum’s foundation announced on
01Oct20. It is expected to open in 2024.
With nearly 70 recipients hailing from
the region and nearly 1.8 million
veterans and active-duty military
residing in Texas, Joe Daniels,
president and CEO of the National
Medal of Honor Museum Foundation,
said in the announcement that Arlington
was the optimal location to build the
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museum showcasing the nation’s highest medal for valor.
More than 3,500 military service members have received
the nation’s highest military honor since the first medal was
presented in 1863. The National
Medal of Honor Museum will offer
an experience that draws personal
and emotional connections to Medal
of Honor recipients and their
inspiring stories, according to the
foundation’s press release.

The Medals of Honor of the United
States military services.

7ID Coats of Arms

From The Bayonet yearbook published by the 7ID PIO Jan’53

The 7th Div Artillery Unit Crest
During the Korean War, the 7th Division
Artillery consisted of 5 battalions: 41st
FA, 48th FA, 49th FA, 57th FA and the
15th AAA AW. These units were part of
the Division from the Inchon landing until
the end of the war. The 7DIVARTY was
deactivated in 1994.

7th Medical Battalion Crest
There was no information available
concerning the design of the Battalion’s
unit crest. In Korea the Bn provided
medical and dental care to the troops of
the 7ID, including front-line first aid
collection, evacuation and transportation
of the wounded and surgery. The Bn
joined the 7ID in 1941 and served with
them throughout WWII and the Korean War.
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The Columbian Battalion Crest
The Columbian Infantry Battalion
arrived in Korea on 16Jun51 and was
initially attached to the 24th Div. In OctNov’51 it was part of the 21st Regt., but
it was eventually attached to the 31st Inf
Regt “Polar Bears,” and fought in the
battle for Hill 400 near Kumhwa.
The crest bears a Rampant Lion signifying the Infantry on a
background of red, yellow and blue - the colors of the
Columbian flag.

The Ethiopian Battalion Crest
The Ethiopian Expeditionary Force, the
Kagnews, arrived in Korea on 05May51
and later fought alongside the 7ID at
Triangle Hill, among other battle
locations.
The crest is actually that of the Imperial
Guard Regt, the personal bodyguard of
their king, Haile Selassie. Its crown
signifies the Kingdom of Ethiopia, the
Lion of Juda is their national emblem and
the crossed swords signify their origin as the bodyguards of
King Solomon. The Star of David at the bottom testifies to
its descent from King Solomon’s kingdom.
Crests of other units that were part of the 7ID during
the Korean War that would have worn the 7ID
shoulder patch:
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New Member List
Organization
Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

127th Signal Battalion
Fritz, Kenneth H.

517 Huth Road

Buffalo, NY 14225

Phone

Co/Batt
A

13th Engineer Battalion [C]
Shatzer, Earl C.
1962 Tanglewood Lane

Vacaville, CA 95687

17th Infantry Regiment
Giummo, Ron

13 Merion Dr

Lincroft, NJ 07738

2nd Brigade
Conaway, Randolph W.

15650 East FM 1151

Amarillo, TX 79118

(806) 683-9696

HHC

32nd Infantry Regiment & 6/31 Infantry Regiment
Bellando, John R.
57 Alvarado Ave.

Pittsburg, CA 94565

(925) 446-7974

HHC

4th / 1st-3rd Brigade
Davis, Edward L.

181 Walnut Grove Rd.

Milan, TN 38358

(731) 613-5438

A

Division Headquarters
Reess, Jake

29 S Greenwood Forrest Dr. Etowah, NC 28729

(828) 989-8830

7th Admin

(707) 689-0874

HQ
B

Total New Members - 7

Punching The Tube
7ID Facebook page, 27Apr20
Even during the challenging times of the COVID-19 situation,
Ghost Soldiers of the 1-2 Stryker Bde Combat Tm
maintained their readiness. Under the restricted conditions,
their recovery timeline was extended to allow for daily
minimal manning ensuring only essential personnel were
working that specific day. This maintenance task required
the team to work closely together so Ghost Soldiers wore
protective garments to help prevent spread of COVID-19.
1-37 th Fld
Arty,
1-2
SBCT, 7ID
soldiers get
an accurate
equivalent full
c h a r g e
reading from
a M777A2
howitzer on
22Apr20. Mechanics use special tools to gauge how
wide a tube expands after projectiles have been fired.
Data is sent to the fire direction center to ensure the
gun and FDC are synchronized, allowing accurate fires.
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Soldiers
assigned
to 1st Bn,
37 th Fld
Arty, 1-2
SBCT,
7 I D
perform
maintenance using a bore brush to clean carbon out of a
M777A2 150mm howitzer on 22Apr20.

4 soldiers running the bore brush down the
150mm howitzer’s tube.
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Operating Statement

From Your Treasurer
As you can see, I have changed positions within the
Association since our last newsletter. I assumed the duties
of Treasurer/Roster Manager as of the 1st of July and have
had my hands full trying to fill Doug Halbert’s shoes. I have
been blessed to have his help in getting organized and trying
to follow in his footsteps. Kudos to Doug for having the
patience to stay with me in this endeavor.
As our Membership has dwindled it has become difficult to
fund the expense of publishing The Hourglass. We have all
enjoyed the articles published there for these many years
now and it’s going to be immensly missed in the future as we
fade away as an Association.
Jerry Piller, our Hourglass Editor, has also been a driving
force within the Association that has kept us moving forward
for the past 15 yrs. So, when you say your prayers, and thank
God for your many blessings, remember that these guys have
been a blessing to you and your comrades for many years.
Thanks guys.
For those who, like myself, really enjoy reading the articles
that are printed in the Hourglass, you can search the internet
and can find several other locations where you can chat with
other Korean Veterans and read articles online from other
vets as well. It really helps to have a comrade to connect
with, and you never know how much your connection with
them may help them. Make every effort to be there for your
buddies.
Until next time, God bless and stay safe.

4/1/2020 through 9/30/2020 (Cash Basis)
INCOME
Donations Received

2,466.60

Dues:2019-21

2,675.00

Dues in Reserve:2021-23

550.00

Dues in Reserve:2023-25

200.00

Dues in Reserve:2025-27

100.00

Dues in Reserve:2027-29

50.00

Quartermaster Sales

1,041.66

TOTAL INCOME

$ 7,083.26

EXPENSES
Web Hosting to 2025

566.60

Hourglass Summer/Winter 10,417.18
Interest Expense

1.00

License and Permits Expense

5.00

Merchandise Inventory

113.59

Postage:Treasurer

143.77

Quartermaster:Postage

194.65

TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 11,441.79

OVERALL TOTAL

-$ 4,358.53

Net Worth as of 09/30/2020
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts
B of A - 334009918020

11,918.82

Certificate of Deposit
Billy Kelly
Treasurer

Petty Cash - Quartermaster

1,511.48
300.00

TOTAL ASSETS

$ 13,730.30

LIABILITIES
B of A Corporate Credit Card

-1.00

TOTAL LIABILITIES

$

-1.00

TOTAL Net Worth

$ 13,731.30
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Women In Combat Arms
By Nancy Montgomery, Stars and Stripes, 03Jun20
Photos: Timothy Hamlin, US Army
The Army will place female infantry and armor enlisted
soldiers into its last nine all-male Brigade Combat Teams
(BCT) over the rest of the year, MAJ Melissa Comiskey,
chief of command policy for the Army’s personnel office,
said. Two other BCTs integrated women into their companies
earlier this year, she said.

The moves come after the Army changed “leaders first” rules
enacted three years ago that required infantry and armor
companies to have two female officers, or noncommissioned
officers of the same job specialty, in each company that
accepted junior enlisted women straight from initial-entry
training. Women make up less than 2% of the infantry and
armor force.

SGT Yulema Cortez, 2nd Cav Regt, operates a M2
.50-caliber machine gun on 19Mar20.

A soldier assigned to the 2nd Cav Regt. reviews a map
on 01Jun20.

New Model for Basic Training
Mitch Meador, 21May20, army.mil website
Newly arrived trainees don’t realize just how different their Basic
Combat Training experience is, but for Training Command teams,
drill sergeants, and cadre used to the “old normal” it’s a major
cultural shift. The Army’s basic training locations have gone to a
“two plus eight” model.

whether they are positive or negative for the virus.
Those who test negative for the disease go into their first two
weeks of basic training, which looks considerably different than it
did pre-COVID-19. The changes include emphasis on social

New arrivals don’t go through in-processing at the Reception Center
until after their first two weeks of training. That means they have
to wait two weeks for their first Army haircut, their ID cards,
dental and vision exams, and uniforms.
Upon arrival, recruits have their temperature taken and are asked
a series of questions before being tested for COVID-19. Recruits
are asked if they have any symptoms and, if they show symptoms,
they will be placed under quarantine until it can be confirmed
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A trainee is tested for COVID-19 with a nasal swab.
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16th Aviation Practices Field
Refueling
16th Combat Aviation Bde Facebook page
On 08Jul20, troops of the 1-229th Attack
Recon Bn and the 4-6 Hvy Attack Recon
Sqdn were busy conducting forward arming
and refueling point (FARP) operations
during Apache helicopter gunnery tables on
Joint Base Lewis-McChord.
U.S. Army photos: SGT Adeline Witherspoon, 16CAB PAO
An Apache hovering at the rearming point.

Rocket pods on the Apache gunship being reloaded.

Rockets being prepared for installation and ammunition
being loaded into the machine guns.

distancing, adherence to face coverings, limits on travel, increasing
the number of buses so passengers can keep at least 6 feet apart,
and greater frequency of sanitation and cleaning..

processing. Then they go on to their 8 weeks of BCT. Social
distance does affect some of the training requirements. For now,
combatives and pugil sticks training are no longer conducted.

The “two plus eight” model was introduced to reduce the number
of trainees in a given area. Before, a unit was authorized for up to
240 trainees. Now they operate under a “half-fill” model of 120 to
provide social distancing within a bay. Each bay is now limited to
30 trainees and there’s an empty bed between each one.
All the new trainees and their cadre, who are also tested for the
virus, wear face masks whenever they aren’t able to maintain
social distance. The trainees are divided up into four platoons, of
29 trainees each, which have no contact with each other. Each
platoon separately conducts its physical training in a sociallydistanced manner.
After the first two weeks are up, the trainees are re-tested for
COVID-19, and if they are “negative,” they finish their in-

Recruits standing in line, wearing their masks.
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"President's Perspective" from p1
However, we are still able to print and distribute this and
one more issue. The Summer 2021 issue will be our swan
song and then The Hourglass will no longer be published.
I appreciate all of your support!
Sincerely,

Robert Patterson

Before We Haul Her Down...
By Jerry Piller, "The Hourglass" Editor

As the next issue of The Hourglass will be our last, it is
appropriate we should fill it with memories and wishes from
you, our 7IDA Members. So, I invite you to send me the
memories you have stored of your 7ID service, your time as
a Member of our Association, and anything else you'd like to
see preserved in our Final Issue.
The Hourglass is your newsletter, so let's make the last one
all about you, the Members. If you've never written in before,
now is the perfect, and final opportunity to do so.
I look forward to hearing from you.

QM's Corner
Hello loyal customers,
There have been 21 sales since March 15 until August 17,
2020 - almost the same as the past sales
period. I think the pandemic did not have
much of a dampening effect on our sales,
although I have to wear my mask to the post
office now. The iron-on 7IDA patch on my
mask you see here is available for $5, and
does not include the mask - just the patch.
You can order them from me the same way
you order other 7IDA merchandise, but it is not included in
the blanket “$20 for anything” program outlined in the next
paragraph.
Since the Association will be shutting down on July 1, 2021
there will be changes in the Quartermaster Store. Our website
will be no longer be accepting PayPal to buy the merchandise.
You can order using the order form found on page 18 of this
issue. Since our goal is to empty the store of merchandise,
anything you are interested in will be at no charge. However,
there will be a shipping fee of $20.00. Only mail-in orders
with a check for $20 will be filled and this fee applies
regardless of the quantity of items you listed. This will be
the last chance to get 7IDA merchandise and it will be first
come, first served. If I am out of an item you ordered I will
contact you and offer a trade for other items.
The last issue identified the 7th IDA Insignia decal as 2¾
inches when it is 4½ inches in size. I still have 6 of the 2¾
inch car window decals if you want one and they are the
last. We only have large and XXL black t-shirts in stock, all
other sizes are unavailable.
When paying by check for a mail-in order, please include
your phone number so I can contact you about your order if
needed. We are not set up to process credit card orders over
the phone, call me if you have questions about ordering
merchandise. I live in the Pacific Time zone which is three
hours behind the Eastern Time zone.
Dan McPharlin

Quartermaster
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The Quartermaster’s Store
http://7ida.us/

Hat Pins

Lapel Pin

$5.00 each

$7.00 each

7th IDA Decal
$4.00 each

2¾" diameter.

Dog Tag Key Ring
$9.00 each

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each
th

7 IDA Tie Bar

Unit Pins

$9.00 each

The authorized 7th ID unit
pins. One for each epaulet. Round Key
$9.00 each
$7.00 each

Ring

Crests $7.00 each
17th Infantry Regiment

31st Infantry Regiment

32nd Infantry Regiment

Military Belt
Black web belt with brass
military 7th Inf. Div. belt buckle.
$15.00 each

7th IDA License Plate Holder
Pricing
1 .......... $ 7.00
2 .......... $ 11.00
3 .......... $15.00
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4 .......... $19.00
5 .......... $23.00
6 .......... $27.00

7th IDA Bumper Sticker
$3.00 each
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7th IDA Patch

Hourglass Patch

Caps

$5.00 each

$6.50 each

The official Association “bill cap”, one size fits
all. Available only in red and black.
$14.00 $10.00 each

7th ID Historical DVDs
Note: In PDF format so Adobe Reader is required.
$9.00 each
1952 Yearbook
History of the 7th Div in Korea,
Published by the 7ID Public
Information Office with photos
by the 7th Signal Co. and the US
Army Signal Corps.
1954 Yearbook
300 pages of photos and text
originally printed by Division
Command.

7th ID Hourglass” cap, one size
fits all. Black only.
$14.00 each

7th IDA Challenge Coin
1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces. Obverse is red, white and
black enamel w/clear epoxy coating. Reverse is red, black
and bronze.
$10.00 each

7th IDA Souvenir Brass Coin
Association Publications
"The Hourglass" 1946 - 2011
plus Yearbooks for 1974, 1977,
1981, 1985, 1991 & 1995.

7th IDA T-shirts
Black only.
XL, 2XL $20.00 each
L $20.00 $15.00 each

While they last, gray
T-shirts, M only
$5.00 each

7th Inf. Div. (light), 1980’s & 90’s, 1½" diameter.
$3.00 each

Packing & shipping included. State color & size choices.
Make check for a total cost of $20 payable to:

“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:
7th Infantry Division Association
Dan McPharlin, Quartermaster
102 Danvers Court
Oakley, CA 94561-5047
Tel: (925) 308-4337
<qm@7ida.us>
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The First HGs
Here are some early copies of what the current "The Hourglass" is descended from.
The first use of The HOURGLASS was by the 7th Infantry Division in WWII. Although this is the first issue that the 7IDA
has records of, it is listed as Vol 5, No 54 and was published on Tuesday, 18Sep45. As you can see, it was more of a
newspaper than a
newsletter.
On the left is an image
of the first publication in
the 7IDA archives of
what is now "The
Hourglass" newsletter,
published at the end of
1973.
It
tells
of
the
Association’s upcoming
4th reunion that was to be
held in Peoria, IL in
June, 1974, and appears
to be a holiday issue,
although it is not dated.

"The HOURGLASS 7th Infantry Division"
paper published in
1945.
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Organization of the 7ID
The current shoulder patches worn in the 7th Inf Div seem a
bit strange to us “old timers” when we see so many of
the photos in the 7ID Today section showing soldiers
wearing the 2nd Inf Div shoulder patch. Especially when
there is still an active duty 2ID still serving in the
Republic of Korea. The 2nd Inf Div-Korea is the major
US ground combat unit in Korea.

Only the 7ID Headquarters cadre wear the 7ID patch.

1-2 Stryker Brigade Combat Team – “Ghost Brigade”
2nd Bn, 3rd Infantry Regt “Patriots”
5th Bn, 20th Infantry Regt “Sykes Regulars”
1st Bn, 23rd Infantry Regt “Tomahawks”
1st Squadron, 14th Cavalry Regt “Warhorse”
1st Bn, 37th Field Artillery Regt “Red Lion”
296th Bde Support Bn “Frontline”
23rd Bde Engineer Bn “Spearhead”

16th Combat Aviation Brigade
4th Squadron (Heavy-Attack Reconnaissance),
6th Cavalry Regt, flying the AH-64E Apache
and RQ-7 Shadow
st
1 Bn (Attack Reconnaissance), 229th Aviation Regt,
flying the AH-64E Apache
nd
2 Bn (Assault), 158th Aviation Regt, flying the UH-60
Black Hawk
st
1 Bn (General Support)
52nd Aviation Regt, flying the UH-60, CH-47 Chinook
and UH-60A+ (MEDEVAC) (supporting US Army
Alaska)
th
46 Aviation Support Bn

2-2 Stryker Brigade Combat Team – “Lancer Brigade”
1st Bn, 17th Infantry Regt “Buffaloes”
4th Bn, 23rd Infantry Regt “Tomahawks”
2nd Bn, 1st Infantry Regt “Legion”
8th Squadron, 1st Calvary Regt “Blackhawk”
2nd Bn, 17th Field Artillery Regt “Steel”
14th Bde Engineer Bn “Rugged”
2nd Bde Support Bn “Mustangs”
2nd Infantry Division Artillery
Hq & Hq Battery
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The 7ID stationed at JBLM is organized as shown
below and all of the SBCT units and the 2ID Artillery
wear the 2ID shoulder patch on their uniform, while
the 16th CAB wears its distinctive shoulder patch.

Also under the 7ID’s command umbrella is the 81st Stryker
Bde Combat Team of the Washington State National
Guard. It is organized in the same manner as the two active
duty SBCTs.
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Today
’s 7ID
oday’s
1/37 FA Qualifies
1-2 SBCT Facebook page
Photos: PFC Smith, 5th Mobile PA Det.

The 155mm artillery round weighs 95lbs, contains
15lbs of TNT, is 2’ long without the fuse, has a
diameter of 155mm and a range of nearly 12 miles.

Artillerymen of 1-37th Field Artillery,
1-2 SBCT, 7ID sent rounds downrange on
30Jul20 during live-fire qualifications on the
155mm M777 Howitzer, proving they are
trained and ready to deliver fast & accurate
long-range fires.

One of the 1/37th’s howitzers set up in the field during
the live fire.
A soldier carrying a 95lb, 155mm round.

Note the projectile leaving the barrel
as the howitzer is fired!

So, all you Infantry grunts who think the ammunition you
carry/ied is heavy! Consider the weight of this artillery
ammunition… it makes even 81mm mortar rounds seem puny.
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Today
’s 7ID
oday’s
Tigersharks Practice
Slingloading
1-229th Attack Recon Bn, Facebook page
On 05Aug20, the Tigersharks of Co
E, 1-229 th Attack Recon Bn soldiers
practiced slingload operations with their
Blackhawks. This training enables the
battalion to extend their operational range on
the battlefield.

After the fuel bladder is attached to the helo
the connection is checked by the crew chief.

T h r e e
soldiers
prepare a
fuel cell's
bladder .

The cable is lifted up towards the hovering Blackhawk.

The Blackhawk flies away with the fuel cell.
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Today
’s 7ID
oday’s
Observers Hone Skills
2-17 Field Artillery, Facebook page
On 05Aug20, forward observers of the
Without trained observers adjusting the rounds, it
2-17 FA practiced their skills during a live would just be a waste of ammunition to fire rounds downrange
fire exercise. Observers play a critical role in willy nilly. Observers are vital in ensuring that the rounds
the Howitzer Platoon as they communicate land on their designated targets.
exactly where rounds are impacting.

Observers set up in the trees,
watching rounds impact downrange.

Howitzer rounds impacting the target area.

Camouflaged
observer team
call in their
observations
to the fire
direction
center.
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Today
’s 7ID
oday’s
Apache Training Exercise
4-6 Heavy Attack Recon Sqdn.
Facebook page
On 09Jun20, 5 AH-64Es from Black
Death Troop, 4-6 CAV arrived at the
Yakima Training Center for a field training
exercise and validation prior to their
deployment to the National Training Center.

The AH-64 Apache is a twin-turboshaft attack
helicopter with a a crew of two. It is armed with a
30mm (1.18 in) M230 chain gun and four hardpoints
for carrying armament and stores, typically a
mixture of AGM-114 Hellfire missiles and Hydra 70
rocket pods. It entered US Army service in Apr’86.
Production has continued, with over 2,400 AH-64s being
produced by 2020.

4 of the Apache gunships on the flight line

All 5 of the Apaches in flight at the training area.
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An Apache flaring just before landing.
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Today
’s 7ID
oday’s
Engineers Train for
Wildfires

In September, B-2-17FA, troops put their training to
good use when they were actively involved in actual,
real-life fire fighting near Stonyford, CA (see below).

14th Brigade Engineer Battalion
Facebook pg.
On 23Jul20, troops of the 14th Bde Engr Bn “The
Rugged Battalion” and soldiers of the 2-17 Field Arty
conducted chainsaw training in preparation for a
possible Wildland Firefighting missions in the upcoming fire season.

JBLM troops get firefighting training prior to deployment.

A soldier with the 2nd SBCT uses a pulaski tool to remove
a root from a hotspot on 04Sep20 in the Mendocino Nat’l
Forest, CA. Photo: SPC Michael Ybarra

Unloading and checking the saws prior to
training.

Two B-2-17FA troops fighting a wildfire near
Stonyford, CA.
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Today
’s 7ID
oday’s
16th Aviation in Alaska
16th Combat Aviation Brigade
Facebook page
In mid-August, the US Army Alaska
provided our Dragons of 1st Bn, 52nd Avn Regt
some of the most unique training opportunities
the Army has to offer. During that week, our
Bravo Co’s “Sugarbears” made history by being
the first CH-47 crews to fly the complete length of the
Aleutian Islands chain to the furthest western point of the
United States.
A Chinook flying low through the Aleutian Islands.

A crew chief enjoys the view out of the back of
his aircraft

A CH-47 flying across the open waters of the Aleutian
Islands.
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Today
’s 7ID
oday’s
555 Eng Bde in Training
FB page

Sappers from the 570th Sapper Company conducted
demolitions training in the high heat of the YTC!
About half of the days were 90 degrees or more,
with highs over 100 degrees on 3 days.

In August, 2020 the 555 Engineer
Brigade trained at the Yakima Training Center.
There was Sapper training on emplacement of
the Spider Munition system at demolitions
ranges, construction of the LOC-B Bridging systems,
rebuilding shoot houses on Range 25, and emplacing obstacles
during engagement area development. Sappers also executed
squad live fires under day/night conditions.

Training on the M68A2
Missile Launch Pod
Assembly (MLPA) Trainer,
with inert rounds.

Soldier manning an unloaded 40mm MK-19 Grenade
Machine Gun.

Heavy equipment constructing obstacles at the range.

SPC Anderson sawing
lumber, working on the
shooting houses.

Putting a claymore mine in position, always “Front
Toward Enemy".
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70th Anniversary of Korean War
Remembered
JBLM web page
On 20Jun20, the 7th Division Commanding General, MG
Xavier T. Brunson, joined with the Tacoma Korean American
Association and MG John Hemphill (Ret) to pay respect to
the Korean War veterans at the 70 th Korean War
Commemoration Ceremony in Olympia, WA.

Winter 2020

Editor's Perspective
I certainly didn’t think the closing down of our Association
was going to be a topic for this issue, but I’m sure it will
now be the topic that is of most interest to all of you. The
Governing Council realized that the time had come and
decided to close down with dignity. Sadly, all good things
must come to an end.
The Summer issue was put together, published and mailed
without any real problems. Both the Publisher and I were
very pleased that it went so smoothly. I thought it looked
exceptionally good. Our Publisher, Frank Wadge, is to be
commended for his efforts.
This Covid-19 situation has certainly changed so many things
in our lives, as our Assn. President mentioned in his message
to you. Personally it hasn’t really affected me drastically I’m healthy, as is my extended family - and I’ve been able to
keep visiting my wife, who is in a private care home suffering
the effects of Alzheimer’s.

MG Brunson prepares to leave his floral remembrance.

It has been harder and harder to get material concerning the
active duty 7ID. The base newspaper has ceased operations
and that was where I gleaned a lot of my stories about them.
Now the 7ID is on social media and they post a lot of videos,
which don’t help me all that much, especially with photos.
And the photos they do post usually aren’t captioned. This
has been compounded by the departure of their Public
Information Officer, LTC Cabiness. In putting this issue
together I have had no response from the CG or the PIO.
Accordingly, this will be the last issue with the 7IDA Today
section.
As the President mentioned, sadly, we are closing down the
Association and will only be publishing one more issue after
this one. So, if you have anything you’d like to share with
the membership, now is the time to submit it to me.

(Ret) MG Hemphill, a 7IDA Member, addresses the
attendees.

Until next issue then…

Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor
<hourglass@7ida.us>
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7th IDA Governing Council
Officers
Name
Robert Patterson
Joseph Wietlisbach
Leon Sandifer
Billy Kelly
Daniel J. McPharlin
Jerry Piller

Office
President
Vice President
Executive Secretary
Treasurer & Roster Manager
Quartermaster
Hourglass Editor

Term
2020 -2021
2020 -2021
2020 -2021
2020 -2021
2013 -2021
2009- 2021

Governors
Roger Cook
Doug Halbert
George Boggs

2020 -2021
2020 -2021
2007 -2021

Ken Mattingly
Henry Mills
Sid Morris

2009- 2021
2013 -2021
2007 -2021

Membership Status

2021
200
Associate
49
2023
42
Complimentary 1
2025
11
Courtesy
2
2027
6
Honorary
2
2029
3
Special
12
2031
1
2037
1
Total Members in Good Standing: 330

Recruiting Honor Roll
Submitted by:
New Members
Web Site
4
Raymond G. Henderson
1
James Clardy
1
Doug Halbert
1
Total New Members 7

7th IDA Booster Report
Winter 2020
John R. Bellando
Richard L. Osman
Donald F. Dunbar

Gene C. Richards

Earl C. Shatzer
Ron Giummo
Harold D. Wheatley
Total Boosters: 7
Total Received: $1555.00
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Task Force Charger in ROK

Final Taps

army.mil website
The Soldiers of Task Force Charger,
consisting of elements from 1st Bn, 12th
Cavalry Regt; 2nd Bn, 7th Cav. Regt.; and
3rd Engineer Bn, 3rd Armored Bde Combat
Tm,1st Cavalry Div; the 11th Engineer
Bn, 2nd Inf Div and the ROK Army’s 15th
Chemical Bn and 3 rd Bn, 137 th Inf
conducted combined arms breach training
on 03-07Sep19, at the Rodriguez Live Fire Complex,
Republic of Korea.
The training, a part of the normal training for armored
brigades, provided the units the opportunity to increase their
interoperability and improve their collective tasks across
the formation.
A breach is a complex operation that requires coordination
between the various elements of the task force. It starts with
scouts identifying a breach point followed by suppression at
the breach using fires as well as a support by fire element.
The breach is then obscured by smoke and the near side
security element moves in to protect the engineers, whose
job it is to actually breach the obstacles - which can be
anything from mines, to concertina wire, to tank ditches or
anything else that would impede the brigade’s progress.
Once the obstacle is breached and the lanes are marked, the
far side is secured and the assault force crosses through the
breach point and continues the attack.
The task force started field training at the platoon level
without attached units and gradually progressed to adding
mortars, artillery and ROK infantry units. Finally, all of these
elements were brought together into a cohesive task force.
In the end, over 200 people participated in the planning and
execution of each Combined-Joint Company Combined Arms
Breach, with 14 tanks, 5 engineer vehicles from 2 different
battalions, 5 different aerial platforms from 5 organizations,
and 10 artillery and mortar platforms, as well as ROKA
infantry, mortar, and smoke generation units.
As if the complexity of conducting a breach wasn’t difficult
enough, the added elements of live-fire, terrain, weather and
working with new units added to the challenge.
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We remember those who have left
our ranks

Organization

Co/Bat.

184 Infantry Regiment
Page, Johnnie D.
Hq
17th Infantry Regiment
Feroe, Harold B.
Hq & Hq
McGuire, Kenneth G HQ
31st Field Artillery Division
Rowell, Frank D.
B
31st Infantry Regiment
Witzel, Richard E.
L
32nd Infantry Regiment
Blake, Richard J.
D
DeLap, Gerald J.
Tank
Mullen, John P.
L

Date of Death
8/3/2020
1/13/2020
5/22/2019
8/92019
3/6/2018
3/1/2020
4/9/2020
2/25/2020
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The DMZ Now

DMZ sign at the Joint Security Area.

A section of the DMZ barrier fence today.

The area north of
the Imjin River
was a "sterile"
zone with no
civilians until the
US troops pulled
out in 1991. Now
there are rice
paddies
and
homes throughout
the area with a village just west of Cp Matta's old location.
There are no US troops currently stationed on the DMZ.
Tourists walking the
DMZ line.

A wide-angle view
of the 7ID's area
of responsibility in
1971 as seen on
Google Earth.

Now, all that
remains of
Cp Matta is
the helipad.
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Your Dues Status

The Hourglass Staff

As the 7th IDA prepares to case our colors,
there are no dues to pay!

Publisher: ............................... Frank S. Wadge
Editor: .................................... Jerry Piller
Copy Deadline:
Our FINAL Issue
Summer 2021 Issue - April 15th
Contributions are invited from any 7th Infantry Division
Association Member or supporter. eMail submission is
preferred, and should be sent to:
<hourglass@7ida.us>
Hard copy submissions should be mailed to:
Hourglass Editor, 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753

Your
Your past
past support
support of
of the
the
7th
7th Infantry
Infantry Division
Division Association
Association
is
is greatly
greatly appreciated.
appreciated.

Please include a self-addressed
stamped envelope if you wish your
material to be returned to you.

