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Greetings once again to all of you great
7 th Infantry Division Association
members.
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Winter has come and gone and Summer is
upon us. But folks, I am worried and
saddened in regards to the Membership’s unwillingness to
support a biennial reunion of our great Association this year.
2017 was supposed to be the year of our next reunion and,
in the Winter 2016 newsletter, I invited the entire
membership of this great Association to join myself and
the officers at a reunion in 2017 – at the destination of your
choice. The total response was 6 members, all having
different choices. I believe the membership has spoken and
I will discontinue this effort. When you folks want one, I
will once again entertain your wishes.
I have been communicating with LTC Fredrick Williams
of the 7th Inf Div Public Affairs Office in regards to
supporting the 7th Inf Div’s 100th Anniversary Celebration.
I explained we could not monetarily support this but assured
the Division that our Association would be most supportive
of the celebration with our Membership if possible. I
explained that due to health, age and ability to travel, a
large portion would appreciate the invitation but not be able
to attend. There’s more information to come, but the
Division has yet to finalize all its plans.
Whether we hold any more reunions or not, we will continue
publishing The Hourglass newsletter, so keep sending your
pictures and stories.
Your President,
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Vietnam Tours Began Here
Erik W. Flint, Lewis Army Museum Director
published in the Northwest Guardian, part of the JBLM
Centennial series.

Summer 2017
the South Rainier Training Area. The villages included grass
huts, tunnel systems and live role-players portraying enemy,
friendly and neutral forces.

2017 finds us in the midst of the 50th anniversary of the
American experience in Vietnam. Throughout the war, Fort
Lewis played a critical role in preparing and processing
hundreds of thousands of soldiers for service in Southeast
Asia and elsewhere.
Prior to the 1965 commitment of US conventional forces to
South Vietnam, Fort Lewis had been home to the Strategic
Army Corps’ 4th Inf Div from 1955 until its deployment to
South Vietnam in the winter of 1966-67. With the departure
of the 4th Div to Vietnam, the question of what major
command would call Fort Lewis home was on the minds of
South Sound area soldiers and civilians alike. Recognizing
the need for increased training capacity that the war in
Vietnam was demanding, the Army decided to establish a
major training and processing center at the post.

One of the Basic Training platoons of A-4-1 that
graduated in July 1967.
Officially activated in 1966, the US Army Training CenterInfantry-Fort Lewis (USATC) conducted both basic
combat and advanced infantry training with a focus on
preparing soldiers for the rigors of insurgent, jungle warfare.
The training center’s barracks, support facilities and ranges
occupied large tracts of North Fort Lewis, with additional
training areas located throughout main post. To support the
center’s Vietnam-centric training, two Viet Cong-like
villages and a Vietnam-style firebase were constructed in
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The old main gate to Ft. Lewis, circa 1970.
In conjunction with the training center, the Army also
established the US Army Personnel Center-Fort Lewis to
process service members transitioning to or from Asia and
the Pacific. Today’s Service Member for Life-Transition
Assistance Program provides transition assistance up to a
full year from a service member leaving active duty, but the
Vietnam-era personnel center prided itself on the ability to
bring a service-member straight from Vietnam, feed them a
steak dinner and have them out of the Army - DD Form 214
in hand - in less than 24 hours. The belief at the time was
that a speedy transition from service would be a more
positive experience for the soldier than a protracted outprocessing.
In 1972, as the war in Vietnam wound down, both the training
and personnel centers were ordered closed. Though the future
of Fort Lewis appeared once again in doubt, the Army
activated another major combat unit, the 9th Inf Div, at the
post where it served until its deactivation in 1991.
Editor’s note: Although this is not directly related to
the 7ID, a number of 7IDA members were trained at
Ft. Lewis and were processed through McChord AFB
A supply officer asked a new
recruit if his new uniform fit
him.
“The jacket isn’t bad, sir,”
the recruit replied, “but the
trousers are a bit loose around
the armpits.”
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We Get Letters
I read with great interest Dan
McPharlin’s remembrances, in the
Winter newsletter, of my good friend
Sp4 Stephen Nassani,
Nassani who was KIA
in Korea 05Oct68.

I received my ORDER OF THE BAYONET
certificate in the mail and am honored
& truly humbled. It will be framed
and mounted on the wall with my other
treasured 7th Division awards.

Stevie was assigned to my squad in
late ’67 - early ’68. We came from the
same neighborhood in the Bronx. Steve
became an acting E-5 just before I went
home in March 1968. We bunked together
with George Hanner of Yonkers, NY in
hooch #1887. It was “Yankee land” (NY
Yankees) in the NCO room. The day I left
Korea, I gave Stevie my “Bronx Community
College” sweatshirt to wear under his
fatigues for good luck.
In Oct’68 George called me at home to
inform me that Stevie was KIA. We attended
his wake in Brewster, NY. Very sad. We
met his family and talked about our short
time with him in Korea. Hopefully some
comfort came from our visit.
I lost track of George over the years but
it turned out we were both looking for
answers on how he was killed. I’ve since
reconnected with George and we had lunch
together last year. I have spoken to a
few people assigned to Battalion HQ who
were involved in informing the family of
his death. I’m still not sure of the
facts.
After all this time I found Stevie’s
burial site at St. Lawrence O’Toole
Cemetery, Brewster, NY, and I will be
visiting it soon. I’m also going to try
to locate his family.
Eugene Clarke
<eclarke71946@icloud.com>

◆


In the Winter 2016 edition of “The
Hourglass ,” Dan McPharlin wrote an
outstanding article about 1/31 Inf. The
Nassani was in
KIA soldier, SP4 Stephen Nassani,
my platoon.
CPT Gary A. Collier
Collier, USA, Ret.
<Gary.Collier@alumni.liu.edu>
At a recent reunion the subject of
updating your DD-214 came up. I found
that to update your DD-214 for the medals
listed below you will need to file a Form
149, and the Army Review Board will update
your record and issue a DD-215 for
correction of a DD-214. You can get this
form online or go to a service officer in
your area such as the DAV, American
Legion, etc. If you know someone with a
computer you can have them make a copy
for you, it has instructions on how to
fill it out. The most common mistake
made in filling out the form is putting
in military dates such as 2016, Oct., 19
instead of Oct. 19, 2016. You also need a
reason for waiting longer than three years
for seeking a correction, and that reason
is you only found out about it at our
reunion (in my case Oct. 2016).
1. National Defense Medal
2. Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
3. Korean Defense Medal
4. South Korean Presidential Unit Citation
(7th Inf Div).You have to buy this ribbon
and medal, because the United States does
not issue any foreign country-awarded
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medals, however it will be on your DD215)
If you were a driver for a year, you can
also get the Drivers/Mechanics Badge
(Wheeled). Proof of your qualification
for this could be copy of 7th Div Driver’s
License, if you still have it. Send in a
copy of your DD-214 with any other
documentation, such as copy of a Counter
Guerilla Warfare School diploma,
Commendation Letter, etc.
If you were paid combat pay there for six
months after 01Apr68, you are entitled
to an Overseas Bar (1 bar for each 6
months service in a combat zone). You
must have drawn combat pay for 6 months,
just being in Korea does not qualify for
an Overseas Bar, and if you drew combat
pay for 12 months you would be eligible
for 2 Overseas Bars.

Summer 2017

just pull on the wire and the thing
exploded. We also had commo wire strung
under our machinegun port that held many
grenades.
On the back wall were 2 EE-8 field
telephones so that if the cans rattled
and we ignited the napalm canisters, we
could grab them and notify our commanders
- then hope for the best. Fortunately, I
never had to do that.
Samson Rosenfeld
6570 Kelvin Ave.
Winnetka, CA 91306

Johnny Wilson
1 Bn, 31st Inf Rgt
<johnnywilson102@gmail.com>
st

Back in the Sum’15 issue there was a
photo of a “M2 Fighting Position.” It
looked very similar to the checkpoint
bunker I manned while serving with the
31st Inf Rgt
Rgt.
Our bunker had numerous commo wires
fanning out from the bunker to the barbed
wire in front of us. Attached to the
barbed wire were tin cans containing rocks
that would rattle if someone disturbed
them. These wires led from our gun port
to shallowly buried .30-cal ammo cans
containing napalm with white phosphorous
grenades as ignitors. The wires were
attached to the grenade’s safety pins -

Page 4

◆


In Apr’68, a soldier of the 31st Infantry Regiment
focuses his Starlight Scope on an object of unknown
distance prior to beginning guard duty along the
Demilitarized Zone in Korea.
I found this photo in a book about the M14 rifle. I never had one of these, but
was able to look through a large one
called the NOD (night optic device) in
one of the towers at the barrier fence.
There was a greenish glow to everything,
and if you pointed it towards a light
source it would go black. Overload I
guess. Also heard that a GI had taken one
over to North Korea for a reward from
them.
Dan McPharlin
<qm@7ida.us>
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I am writing to let you know my father,
Theim has passed away. While
Mr. John J. Theim,
we were going through his papers I found
a letter from your Association dated 2005.
I know he was a participant in your
organization, and was very proud to be a
part of it. He loved his country and the
Army. He would not go anywhere without
his 7th Infantry Korean War veteran cap.
In fact, he loved it so much he is now
buried with it for all eternity and all
to see.
Thank you for your commitment to this
organization and service to our country.
Therese Rabbitt
<btcrocker@yahoo.com>

Summer 2017

Finally, in Sep. 2016, I received a letter
from the Army Board for Correction of
Military Records, awarding me the Good
Conduct Medal, the Armed Forces
Expeditionary Medal and the Korea Defense
Service Medal. They also added my time
in Korea to my DD 214. The Bayonet Badge,
being an unofficial award, does not appear
on my DD-214.
Tom English
Sergeant
Recon Platoon
HHC, 2nd Bn, 31st Inf Rgt
<teng129697@aol.com>

On behalf of the “Order of the Bayonet”
recipients - “Thank you!” The certificate
will be placed in a prominent place in
our home for all to admire. Recognizing
our service to our country in a place
that goes unappreciated is heartfelt.

Here’s a short story about the Bayonet
Badge and myself.
I was on the Internet reading about Korea
and came across an article about the
years 1966-69 and the problems that we
faced over there. I saw a picture of the
Bayonet Badge and told my wife I remember
receiving the badge in 1968, when I left
Korea. I was able to locate my badge, but
I was unable to find any paper work on
it. I did locate a picture when I received
the badge from a 2-star general and, I
believe, COL Day of the 2nd Inf Div was
the other officer in the picture.
My DD-214 did not have it listed. But,
while doing some research, I learned that
I was also eligible for the Korean Defense
Service Medal. In 2015, I requested copies
of my separation documents from the
National Personnel Records Center and
then forwarded them to the Army Review
Board for a review of my records.

◆


Thanks for all the great work you do for
the 7th.
Gene Clarke
<eclarke71946@icloud.com>

Getting my Order of the Bayonet
certificate was really neat! It brought
back many memories of long ago, I hope
many more Korean DMZ veterans send you
information they’ve stored away.
My dad was with the 7th Infantry Division
on Attu and Kiska during World War II,
and he passed away in 2014. He said that
he was only about 100 yards away, when
Japanese commandos slipped in and killed
all the patients, doctors and nurses in
the Attu aid station.
Continued on Page 6
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After Kiska, he went to Camp Swift, TX
and was assigned to the 106th Infantry
Division, which went to France and the
Battle of the Bulge. At Camp Swift, he
went through qualifications for the new
EIB badge and was awarded both the EIB
and CIB. He always said that the EIB was
more of an award than the CIB (he did not
talk about this until later years) and,
after his death, I noticed on his DD214
he got $10.00 a month for the EIB).
The 7 Infantry Division, has a lot of
history and was inactive for so many
years and I am afraid our membership is
fading!
th

Johnny L. Wilson
<johnnywilson102@gmail.com

Summer 2017

National Museum of the US
Army
Construction of The National
Museum of the United States
Army is finally under way. As
part of their fundraising
activities they are offering
sponsorship opportunities.
Veterans’ service organizations, military service
organizations, and other reunion and service groups are being
encouraged to get involved in the campaign by contributing
funds to the National Museum. For a contribution of $2500
organizations, such as the 7IDA, will be able to have their
name listed on the Veterans’ Hall wall. The organization’s
name will be displayed and recognized in a special book
published after the dedication ceremony. Each organization

Artist’s rendition of the Museum.

The Memorial for Korean DMZ/Defense was dedicated
on 02Jun12 at the US Army Garrison Yongsan, ROK.
Located near the 8th Army Hq building it lists the names
of the 92 Americans killed by hostile North Korean
actions.
The DMZ was the center of hostilities from late 1966
to early December 1969. Nearly 165,000 US troops
served in South Korea during those years, but few did
duty on the DMZ.
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will also receive an official Campaign Banner and
Certificate.
The question is: Are the members of the 7IDA interested in
participating in this activity? It would have to be a special
fund drive of the members specifically for raising $2500 as
a contribution to the Museum. Our Association does not
have the funds to simply participate, but Doug Halbert, our
Treasurer, is willing to collect any donations and pass them
on to the Museum if we can reach the $2500 figure, otherwise
the money would be returned to the members. Doug says
he’ll start it off with a donation of $100.
So….if you would like to donate to this cause, send your
check to Doug Halbert at 308 Cortland Way, Roswell,
GA 30076. Make sure you note that it is for the National
Museum, and not simply a donation to the 7IDA.
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Seekers Page
I am trying to find someone who
knew my friend’s father, CPL
Gaetano “Tom” Nicastro. He
served with Charlie Company,
17 th Inf from Apr ’52 until
Jul’54.

I’m writing to inquire about finding information about my
grandfather, LTC Manuel Godinez, who served in the
Ryukyu Campaign of WWII with the US Army. I strongly
suspect that he served with the 7th Infantry Division, as he
was stationed in Fort Ord in Monterey, CA. I have a copy
of his discharge documents.

He participated as a medic in the battle of “Old Baldy, Hill
200” and the famous battle on Pork Chop Hill, and received
a Bronze Star with “V” device in April 1953. The family is
attempting to have the award upgraded to a Silver Star. This
is difficult to do, but if we can find someone who knew him
and was aware of what he had done, this upgrade might be
accomplished. The general that had issued him the award,
MG Arthur G. Trudeau, was supposedly unable to award
anything higher than the Bronze Star, why, we don’t know.

My grandfather, like many from that generation, rarely talked
about the war after his return and did not seek glory but
picked up things where he left them when he left for the
Army. Any help in tracking down his military history would
be appreciated. My wife and I just named our first child
after him and I would like to perpetuate my grandfather’s
record of service to our country.

If there is anyone who knew him personally, or might be
able to supply names, or point us in a direction where may
be able to find someone that was present at that time, please
contact me.
Bob Cece
Nutley, NJ
<mymanmo@verizon.net>

Martin Molina
185 West F Street, Suite 100
San Diego, CA 92101
619-232-0620
Fax 619-234-5322
<mmolinaesq@outlook.com>

I served with the 7ID from 1986-88 and am looking to replace
my old challenge coin. It was a plain challenge coin, rather
like the souvenir coin the 7IDA offered for $3, not colorized
like the challenge coin you offer for $10, and was engraved
with my surname “ESTES.”
I was discharged before the LA riots and thus my coin had
no markings of JTF or LA, like I currently see on the Internet.
It was simple, but I would love to find another (or of similar
design) challenge coin to take its place.
Does anyone know where I could find such a challenge coin?
Thank you for your time.
Robert Estes
<estes705@gmail.com>

◆


Thank you for any help, and for your service.

Editor’s note: Mr. Molina was advised of the Nat’l
Personnel Records Center in St. Louis and the
procedure to obtain his grandfather’s service records.

If anyone knows how to contact the men listed below, please
forward their information to me. They have a Special
Certificate of Recognition waiting for them.
Daniel Crawford, served 1968-69
Clinton Howell
Wallace Mercer, served 1953
Jerry Piller
Editor, The Hourglass
356 Kaiola Place
Kihei, HI 96753
<hourglass@7ida.us>
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7ID Turns 100!
The year-long celebration of the 100th anniversary of the 7th
Infantry Division, will culminate with the 7th Infantry
Division Centennial Celebration Dinner on 08Dec17,
from 1800-2200 hours. It will be held at The Club at
McChord Field, JBLM, WA 98433.

Uniform of the day will be
Dress Mess/ASUs for
military personnel and a suit
and tie or business attire for
civilian attendees.
We are hoping to have a good
turnout of 7IDA members at this
7ID’s 100th
event, so set the date aside now and
start making your arrangements to Anniversary logo
attend. If you are planning on being there please let the Editor
or the Treasurer know so we can give the Army a tentative
head count.
Jerry Piller, Editor <houglass@7ida.us>,
356 Kaiola Pl., Kihei, HI 96753 808.268-9621
Doug Halbert, Treasurer, <treasurer@7ida.us>,
308 Cortland Way, Roswell, GA 30076 770.658-7614

The Club at McChord Field at
Joint Base Lewis-McChord.
Guest Speakers have yet to be determined, but some
possibilities are: LTG Carmen Cavezza (R); LTG Edward
Soriano (R); or LTG Stephen R. Lanza, the most recent I
Corps Commander, and past commander of the 7ID.
Tickets for the dinner are expected to be $30 per person.

Unfortunately the plans for everything that is taking place
in celebration of the 7ID’s 100th are not set yet, so there is
no other information to pass on at this time. The 7ID PAO
did say that, due to limited resources and personnel, there
would not be a tour like the one we had by them at the 2015
reunion, nor was there any parade-type ceremony planned.
As additional details become known they will be shared with
you by means of a special mailing in the next few months.

The Start Of It All

Camp Wheeler in 1918.
The 7th Infantry Division was first organized on Jan. 1, 1918
at Camp Wheeler, which was a United States Army base
near Macon, GA. The camp was a staging area for many US
Army units during World War I and World War II. It was
named for Joseph Wheeler, a general in the Confederate
States of America’s army. The Division was actually
constituted on 06Dec1917 as a unit of the regular US Army,
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and that is the date used for its anniversary.
The War Dept. used the site area of Camp Wheeler as a
mobilization center from 1917-18. It was established on
18Jul17 as a temporary training camp for National Guard
units in federal service and consisted primarily of tents in a
cantonment area for the 29,000 officers and enlisted men.
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My Time In The 7th - Gray
These photos are not actually from my tour in Korea from
1949-51 with the 32nd Inf Rgt, 7ID, but were taken in 1965
during my second Korean tour. They show 2 orphanages
southwest of Seoul, on the coast of the Yellow Sea.

Gray, along with his Battery commander who’s holding
up clothing to check for fit when distributing the clothing.

Gray handing out clothing to the orphans at the Flower
Castle & Drace Christian Orphanage. Note the 7ID
combat unit patch proudly worn on his shoulder.
The boxes of children’s clothes were collected by my sister
in the South Wales, NY area. The clothing was then flown
by the US Air Force Reserve, out of the Buffalo area, to
Korea. She had to really “turn on the charm” to get the 2LT
responsible for shipments to get the clothing on the plane.
He remains unknown, but deserves a belated “thank you”
for all he did to help out these orphans.
David Gray, Jr.
618 Bickley St.
Colorado Springs, CO 80911

Attendees of the general Catholic retreat led by
Chaplain Patrick Hessian, 12-16Jul65. It was held in
the Yongsan area. Gray is 2nd from the right in the top
row. The visible unit patches are 2ID.

Dues Cycle Begins
The 2017-2019 dues cycle begins on July 1st. Check the
dues information box on the back page of this newsletter
to determine your dues status, which is shown in your
mailing address.
Dues are $50 for the 2-year period.

◆


Please send your dues to:
Doug Halbert
7IDA Treasurer
308 Cortland Way
Roswell, GA 30076-1381
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Chosin Casualty Returned
The Buffalo News, Buffalo, NY
Submitted by Member Harold Feroe of Poughkeepsie, NY
Sixty-six years after he went
missing, CPL Roy C. Fink’s
remains returned home this past
November. He joined the
Army at the age of 19 in Sept’49
and was sent to Korea. He
disappeared 02Dec50, at the
Chosin Reservoir, while serving
with the 31 st Regimental
Corporal Roy C. Fink. Combat Team (Polar Bears)
Photo courtesy of the and nobody ever saw or heard
family of Roy C. Fink. from him again. He was
declared missing in action on 02Dec50 and, three years later,
officially declared dead.
He was probably in the first wave of those hit by the Chinese
in an attack that started 27Nov50, and continued several
days. The 31 st, some 2,500 strong, fought not only an
overwhelming enemy but brutal cold that also killed
Americans, and earned survivors a badge of honor with the
name - “The Chosin Frozen.”
His nephew, Paul DeFrain, provided the Army with a sample
of his DNA a decade ago after the skeletal remains of 7
individuals were excavated, in 2001, in the vicinity of the
Chosin Reservoir, approximately one kilometer southwest
of the 31st RGT’s defensive perimeter and beside the road
used by the 31st during its withdrawal. Fink’s skeletal remains
were eventually identified.
DeFrain welcomed home his uncle’s remains when they
arrived at Buffalo Niagara International Airport, 02Nov16,
to full military honors. A funeral service was held and, inside
the coffin, an empty dress uniform with the medals Fink
never had the chance to wear were on display. They were
affixed above the left breast pocket and included the Purple
Heart, Combat Infantry Badge, Korean War Campaign
Medal and National Defense Medal. Out of view in the lower
part of the coffin was his surviving remains - his bones
enfolded in a piece of cloth.
CPL Roy C. Fink’s remains were, at last, laid to rest in his
hometown.
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How I Won The War - Keefe
Triangle Hill
David Keefe
Welcome back to more of my exploits while I served with
the 15th AAA AW Bn during the Korean War. This time I’ll
tell you about my part in the battle for Triangle Hill, 1225Oct52.
To the north of Kumwha was a hill complex known to the
military as Hill 598, also known as Triangle Hill. The area
consisted of Pike’s Peak and 2 smaller hills dubbed Jane
Russell. The high terrain was occupied by the Chinese and
N. Koreans which had been inflicting heavy casualties on
the UN forces that occupied the lower ground. Our
commanders had become very concerned over the situation
and knew that denying them the high ground would
substantially reduce our casualties. Ultimately a plan,
Operation Showdown, was drawn up and implemented.
In preparation for the assault on Triangle Hill, all of the 7ID
artillery, most of the IX Corps artillery, and various aviation
units were to bombard the area starting on 12Oct up until
the morning of 14Oct, when the assault was to begin. The
six squads in my platoon, all assigned to the 31st Inf Rgt,
maneuvered into positions where they would have good
fields of fire to support the infantry’s assault.
My command post (CP) was at the extreme right flank of
the 1st Bn, 31st Inf Rgt, where I could direct the operation
of my squads. It was on a high ridge that looked down on
Big Sandy, one of the infantry assault paths on the eastern
side of Triangle Hill. It was a large bunker that was placed
far forward on the nose of the ridge and allowed the quad50 to back in so that it had a wide field of fire and the squad
was somewhat protected from incoming mortar and artillery
fire. From this location I could see where my other 5 squads
were dug in, knowing that during the assault I would have
to observe their tracer fire to evaluate its effectiveness.
Each of the squads had an abundant supply of ammunition
and supplies to last the 3 or 4 days the assault was expected
to last. A quad-50 goes through an awful lot of ammunition,
and barrels, in a hurry during heavy firing. The barrels can
become red hot, wear out and need replacing fairly quickly.
As the barrels wear out they lose their range and the rounds
begin to drop below the target area. When you are providing
Continued on Page 20
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How I Won The War - Richards
Bickle's Pickle
Gene C. Richards
64 years ago, PFC John Bickle, an
forward observer for the 7th Infantry
Division Air Section in Korea, was
in the wrong spot at the wrong time
at least twice during his combat tour
in Korea. Twice, while observing
from the rear seat of Cessna L-19
“spotter” planes, he was shot down by enemy fire and both
crew members (pilot & observer) bailed out.
On 19Feb53, PFC Bickle was flying with LT Conrad J.
“Frenchy” Provencher when their L-19 was hit by enemy
37mm anti-aircraft fire. Both men bailed out. In an incident
like this, when both the pilot and observer have to bail out,
standard procedure calls for the pilot to slide his seat forward
and allow the observer to bail out first (the plane has only
the one door, and for the person sitting in the back seat, it is
sort of like having to get out of the back seat of an automobile
coupe; if the pilot were to bail out first, the observer would
have extreme difficulty getting out of the plane).
Since the plane was flying on a northward course when it
got hit, both men parachuted into No-Man’s Land (that strip
of land located immediately in front of our MLR (Main Line
of Resistance, and the enemy’s MLR). Bickle landed just a
short distance from our MLR and, within 20 minutes, was
rescued in a daring mission by a 7th ID helicopter piloted by
LT Ralph Neilson, who was dispatched from the small dirt
air strip, known as Able-8, located about 7 miles south of
our MLR.

Summer 2017
our pilot, but we had no way of knowing for sure that he
was still alive or not. So I left Korea (24Jul53), just 3 days
before the Truce was signed, and the cease-fire took place.
So, I never got a chance to learn about the fate of LT
“Frenchy” Provencher. It would be 40-some odd years later,
when I began to track down a lot of those pilots & air
observers from that unit that I would find myself suddenly
talking with “Frenchy” on the telephone! I learned from him
that he had been repatriated on 31Aug53, at Panmunjom
during Operation Big Switch to the UN Forces.
For several years in the late 1990’s, when I was searching
for members of the 7th Div Air Section, I started a series of
Buzz Air Section Newsletters. I eventually mailed out 10 of
those, and a copy of each of the 10 went to Frenchy. I talked
with him several times, and again even recently, but have
not had the chance to see him in person.
During that long search for the 54 pilots and observers that
I eventually was able to locate, I was unable to locate PFC
Bickle. I learned he was from Ohio, but never could find
him. LT Provencher’s own story of his time in captivity
was published in a marvelous history book of the Cessna L19, entitled “The Lovable One-Niner,” written by Minard
Thompson. A copy of this book was sent to me by my good
friend, Robert D. Williams, one of the L-19 pilots with
whom I flew a lot of missions.

DMZ Flags

I remember this incident well, as I had transferred into the
Division Air Section on 11Dec52. I had just got to know LT
Provencher and PFC Bickle. LT Provencher landed with his
parachute, quite a bit farther north of our MLR and much
closer to the Chinese MLR, so he was captured almost
immediately by the enemy.
Approximately 5 months after “Frenchy”s capture, in midJuly, I had earned enough points to rotate home. During that
5-month period, we received only sketchy reports from
Eighth Army HQ that the enemy had reported the capture of
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Our QM, Dan McPharlin, sent in this photo of the flags
of South and North Korea flying on opposite sides of
the DMZ - the bare ground that separates them.
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From Your Treasurer

Operating Statement

Thanks to the support of our previously dues exempt
Honored Members, we continue to be financially sound. We
are going to be able to publish the The Hourglass biennially
into the foreseeable future. You will notice that our
membership in good standing is now at 488 with 2 of those
members being from the active duty Division.
Every effort is being made to encourage the active duty
personnel to become members of the Association and
continue their membership when they move on to new
assignments. In preparation for this report, eMails were sent
to 8 of the active duty members asking them to confirm that
they were still assigned to the Division and if they wanted
to continue their membership. Unfortunately, only one
responded. He has retired and has elected to not continue
his membership.
At the present time, we have two confirmed active duty
members. Your President, Richard Patterson, is working with
LTC Williams, the current PAO with the Division (and a
Member), to find ways to stimulate membership among the
active duty personnel.
You should also know that the 100th anniversary of the
formation of the Division will be celebrated on December
8th. The Division is making plans for a very elaborate dinner
celebration and all members of the Association will be
invited to attend. If there is any possibility that you can work
this event into your travel plans, it should be a great
experience. As soon as we receive the details, you will be
advised by special mailing.
Also, may I remind you that should you want roster
information, please feel free to contact me by mail or eMail.
Let me know what information you would like to receive
and I will be most happy to send it to you as rapidly as
possible. The maintenance of our roster is one of the things
for which you pay dues.
Doug Halbert

Treasurer & Roster Manager
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10/1/2016 through 3/31/2017 (Cash Basis)
INCOME
Donations Received:Booster
$ 45.14
Donations Received:Postage
4.86
Donations Received:UNARx Plan
24.50
TOTAL Donations Received
74.50
Dues:2015-17
Dues:2017-19
TOTAL Dues Income

225.00
550.00
775.00

Dues in Reserve:2019-21
TOTAL Dues in Reserve Received

100.00
100.00

Quartermaster Sales
TOTAL INCOME

545.00
$ 1,494.50

EXPENSES
Hourglass
Office:Printing Services
TOTAL Office Expenses

$ 5,592.17
135.38
135.38

Postage:Treasurer
Postage: Quartermaster:
TOTAL Postage

5.01
119.80
124.81

Quartermaster:Inventory Purchases
TOTAL EXPENSES
OPERATING LOSS

213.96
$ 6,066.32
($4,571.82)

Balance Sheet - As of 4/1/2017
ASSETS
Bank Accounts
Bank of America – 33409918020
Certificate of Deposit
Petty Cash - Quartermaster
Total Cash & Bank Accounts
Credit Card Accounts
B of A Corporate Credit Card
Total Credit Card Accounts
LIABILITIES
Pending Reimbursement
TOTAL LIABILITIES
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

30,361.06
1,502.41
300.00
32,163.47
-2.96
-2.96
0.00
0.00
$32,160.51
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AAFES Online For Veterans

Summer 2017

QM's Corner

Tom Philpott, The American Legion Magazine, Mar’17

The Quartermaster store received 38 orders from August
16, 2016 to March 20, 2017. Of these orders, 20 were from
people not listed in our membership roster. I have been
sharing our website’s address on Facebook and various
Korean veteran sites. These sites are for troops serving after
the Korean War. I hope some of these orders are from people
who saw this on the Internet and may want to join us.

aafes.com
CLICK, FIND, SAVE
Starting 11Nov17, any honorably discharged veteran will
be allowed to shop online at AAFES.com [the PX]. Under a
policy change by the Dept. of Defense, as many as 16 million
veterans will be able to use the site to purchase discounted
military exchange products.
The Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) will verify
the shopper’s identity and eligibility electronically. There
will be no special ID card issued, and those who served
prior to 1981 might not be in their database. But a procedure
will be put in place for those vets to verify their eligibility to
shop online.

Our Editor, Jerry Piller, was instrumental in obtaining Order
of the Bayonet certificates for three Korean DMZ veterans
that I know, along with myself, from the 7th Infantry Division
Command at Joint Base Lewis-Mc Chord. We all served
north of the Imjin River, were inside the DMZ and drew
combat pay for our time up there. Thank you, Jerry!
When out in public, please wear your 7th Infantry Division
Association caps or shirts to show your membership in this
great organization. A nice addition to your 7ID cap would
be your Regimental pin or, if your cap is a Regimental one,
add our 7IDA hat pin. On a few occasions, an anonymous
person showed their appreciation for my military service by
paying for my meal. Others who noticed my hat, stopped by
to thank me for my service as a veteran of the 7th Infantry
Division.

The Veterans Online Shopping Benefit is a way to recognize
the contributions of all who served, and is expected to double
the exchange's online presence. Access to the on-base
commissary will not be opened to all veterans.

When using PayPal to order from the QM store, please use
the “note to seller box” to state shirt size, right or left facing
for the Unit pins and the 31st Regiment crest, unless you
only want one of the pair. Please do the same for mail-in
orders as well. Also, please include your phone number in
case I have a question about your order.

A young man at a construction site declared that he
could outdo anyone in a feat of strength. After several
minutes, an older worker had had enough.

If you have any questions about the merchandise, please
feel free to contact me.

“Why don’t you put your money where your mouth
is?” he said. “I’ll bet a week’s wages that I can haul
something over to that building in a wheelbarrow that
you won’t be able to wheel back.”

Dan McPharlin

Quartermaster
102 Danvers Court
Oakley, CA 94561-5047
Tel: (925) 308-4337
eMail: <qm@7ida.us>

“You’re on, old man,” the young man replied.
The old man reached out and grabbed the
wheelbarrow by the handles. Then he turned to the
young man and said, “All right, get in!”

Page 14
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How I Won The War - Sims
Chunky Sims’ Korea - Pt. 2
PORK CHOP HILL
We were assigned to Pork Chop Hill sometime in March,
with platoons on the hill. It was pretty quiet, combat-wise,
then.
I had been a BAR (Browning Automatic Rifle) man when I
was in the 82nd Airborne, so I was given the BAR by SGT
Murphy. I liked the BAR and was glad to get it. I got
acquainted with a guy named Hall, who had a rifle position
near my BAR position.
We had a full view of the Chinese trenches but could not
see much movement. I would fire tracers at the trenches and
Hall would watch with his binoculars, telling me when I
was hitting the trench line. We tried that for a couple of days
until the Chinese got tired of it. They fired two or three
88mm’s pretty close to us so we stopped that little game.
Hall spotted a Chinese body about half way between our
lines and the Chinese. The body still had a “burp” gun (a
machine gun that fires so fast that it sounds like burps) across
its chest. We talked about getting it for a souvenir and decided
we would have to crawl out after dark.
A “Listening Post” (LP) is where men go out in front of
their lines to watch and listen for activity/movement/sounds
from the enemy lines. On an LP was not a good place to be,
as usually LPs are the first to get overrun by the enemy.
Anyway, I had listening post (LP) that night and kinda forgot
it. That night, while I was on the LP, Hall got on the commo
phone and told me he had gotten the burp gun.

On 16Apr53, SGT Murphy came to me in the afternoon and
said the man he had assigned to LP that night had gotten
sick so he had to put me on LP again that night. There were
four of us that went out to LP positions that night. When
anyone went out on LP, they carried a roll of commo wire
and a hand phone. One guy and I set up about 50 yards from
the base of Pork Chop, while the other two went a little
farther. About 2300 hours I had the phone to my ear, ready
to commo, when a white phosphorous artillery round hit
about 60’ from our position. I called it in and SGT Murphy
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yelled for us to come back in “on the double!” We grabbed
our M-1s and ran toward the trenches. Suddenly artillery
from the Chinese and Americans was completely covering
the hill. There was a small, sandbag bunker there, so we
dived into it. I guess it was built for this purpose.
We backed up against the wall and pointed our M-1s at the
entrance, waiting for artillery to stop. The shelling had begun
to slack off and a figure came running towards the entrance
yelling, “G.I.!, G.I.!” We remembered how the Chinese used
satchel charges and all three rifles fired at once. The blast
from the M-1s carried the person back into the darkness.
Soon after that, the artillery stopped and we came out of the
bunker and met a squad of 12-15 men, from Love Co., I
think. I had only gone a few steps when machine gun bullets
were hitting the dirt all around my feet. How they missed
hitting me, I don’t know. I headed back toward the bunker
and a mortar round or a hand grenade exploded, I don’t know
which, which knocked me down. I scrambled back to my
feet, my rifle and helmet were gone, but I still wasn’t hurt.
Machine gun bullets were still hitting all around me. I started
running down the road and out of the line of fire. I read later
that a lieutenant from Love Co. had tried to get to the trenches
with 12 men but had been turned back, losing six men. I
guess while the bullets and shrapnel were missing me, they
killed six or nine other guys. Such are the vagaries of combat.
I don’t remember just how long we were on Pork Chop,
maybe three or four weeks. We started with two full platoons
of about 120-130 men but, by the time they had started
rotating us off the hill, we had only about half that.
Milford “Chunky” Sims
SGT, 3rd Pltn, Co E, 31st Inf Rgt, 7th Inf Div
274 N. Hartford St.
Chandler, AZ 85225
480-899-1430
Editor’s note: Mr. Sims' address published in the last
issue was incorrect. The one shown above is correct.

Military Wisdom
5-second grenade fuses
last about 3 seconds.
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My Time In The 7th - Collier
Back to Matta!
Dan McPharlin’s My Time
in the 7th article in the Winter
’16 issue of The Hourglass
immediately brought back a
flood of memories of my
service with 1st Bn, 31st Inf,
7ID. His article was an
excellent synopsis of life on
the “Z.” The tragic event of
05Oct68 was probably the
lowest point of my tour in the
“Land of the Morning
Calm.” At the time of the
attack by the North Koreans
Collier rappelling during on the stakeout squad (a/k/a
ambush patrol), I was in the
training.
process of transferring from
A Co as a Platoon Ldr to Bn S-4. Sp4 Stephen Nassani,
who was killed in the attack, was in my A Co platoon.
If there ever was a very personable, yet professional soldier,
Sp4 Nassani was the epitome of that warrior. I vividly
remember the morning after the attack when news spread
among the battalion personnel of the tragic event. A
KATUSA soldier approached me in the compound at Camp
Matta with tears in his eyes. Lacking the appropriate words
in English to express his sorrow, he whispered, “Nassani
oops-so.”
This was a slang expression that loosely translated “no more/
gone.” The Army Officer’s Guide did not cover situations
like this, and I fought back my own tears as I hugged the
young Korean warrior. To this day, I periodically pull out
my “Hostile Fire Pay” orders and note Nassani’s name on
the same page as my own. Boy, do the memories rush back
into my mind!
I remember the QRF (Quick Reaction Force) and its platoon
of APCs. I found a companion photo to the one posted by
McPharlin. I recall the green bison on the front with #32
painted behind it. Dan’s APC had #31 painted on its side.
These “tracks” were an essential asset to the Bn’s response
to the North Koreans’ continual violations of the fragile
“cease fire” that had existed for just over 15 years since the
armistice signed at Panmunjom on 27Jul53.
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Since the strategy on the DMZ leaned toward an
unconventional plan of military action, I was immediately
enrolled into Counterguerrilla Warfare School shortly after
my assignment to the Polar Bears of the 1/31 st. The
accompanying photo does not accurately express my concern
that the rappelling exercise neither provided for a stunt
double nor safety nets at the bottom of the cliff!
The barrier
fence on the
DMZ.

Close-up of the
barrier fence
on the DMZ.

APC #32 used
by the Quick
Reaction
Force.

The two photos of the “Barrier Fence,” show the first
physical line of defense facing North Korean infiltrators if
they were successful in evading the ambush patrols &
manned GPs.
It seems like only yesterday that I was stationed with the 1/
31st on the DMZ & still seriously wondering why the North
Koreans didn’t receive the memo about the “Cease Fire
Armistice” signed at Panmunjom back in ’53? What did I
do to draw their fire out of anger?
CPT Gary A. Collier, USA, Ret
<Gary.Collier@alumni.liu.edu>
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The Quartermaster’s Store
http://7ida.us/

th

7 IDA Insignia Decal
4½" diameter
$4.00 each

Hat Pins

Lapel Pin

$5.00 each

$7.00 each

Dog Tag Key Ring
$9.00 each

Car Window Decal
2¾" diameter.
$3.50 each

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each

Unit Pins
The authorized 7th ID unit
pins. One for each
epaulet.
$7.00 each

7th IDA Tie Bar
$9.00 each

Round Key Ring
$9.00 each

Crests $7.00 each

th

31st Infantry
Regiment

17 Infantry
Regiment

32nd Infantry
Regiment

Military Belt
Black web belt with brass
military 7 th Inf. Div. belt
buckle.
$15.00 each

7th IDA License Plate Holder

7th IDA Bumper Sticker
$3.00 each

Pricing
1 .......... $ 7.00
2 .......... $ 11.00
3 .......... $15.00

4 .......... $19.00
5 .......... $23.00
6 .......... $27.00
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7th IDA Patch

Hourglass Patch

Caps

$5.00 each

$6.50 each

The official Association “bill cap”,
one size fits all. Available in red,
black or white.
State color preference.
$14.00 each

7th ID Historical CDs
In Adobe Reader PDF format.
$9.00 each

7th ID “Hourglass” cap,
one size fits all. Available in
black only.
$14.00 each

1952 Yearbook
History of the 7th Div in Korea,
Published by the 7ID Public
Information Office with photos
by the 7th Signal Co. and the US
Army Signal Corps.

7th IDA Challenge Coin
1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces. Obverse is red, white and
black enamel w/clear epoxy coating. Reverse is red, black
and bronze.
10.00 each
2 for $18.00
5 for $40.00

1954 Yearbook
300 pages of photos and text
originally printed by Division
Command.

7th IDA Souvenir Brass Coin
7th Inf. Div. (light), 1980’s & 90’s, 1½" diameter.
$3.00 each

Association Publications
"The Hourglass" 1946 - 2011
plus
Yearbooks for 1974, 1977,
1981, 1985, 1991 & 1995.

th

NEW!

Packing & shipping included. State color & size
choices. Make check, for the total cost of your order
payable to:
“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:
th
7 Infantry Division Association
Dan McPharlin, Quartermaster
102 Danvers Court
Oakley, CA 94561-5047
Tel: (925) 308-4337
<qm@7ida.us>

7 IDA T-shirts
Black only
M, L, XL or XXL
Call QM for available sizes.
$20.00 each

specia

l TWhile they last, gray
shirts, M only
$5.00 each
Page 18
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My Time In The 7th - Naastad
Jack Naastad served with the 7ID from May’56-Jul’57,
assigned to Division Headquarters. These are a few of the
photos he has from that time. In his era, his rank insignia
designated a Specialist 3rd Class, in the Vietnam-era it would
be the insignia of a Sp4.

Standing in front of the 7ID G2’s Command Post.

1956 Army Day parade at Camp Casey.

7ID GIs in the
7ID’s area.
Naastad is on
the left.

Snow at Cp Casey.

The 7ID band on Army Day ’56.

7ID troops on a road march in the snow.
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The Hourglass
Naastad - continued from page19

Keefe - continued from page 6
cover for assaulting infantry troops this is especially
dangerous.
About 0300-0400 hours on 14Oct the infantry troops began
their assault on the Triangle Hill complex. Before that
though, the air strikes and artillery shelling had sent tons of
explosives on to the area. The Chinese began to respond
almost immediately, so all of my squads were called on to
provide maximum covering fire. This kept the Chinese
pinned down to some degree, but the 3rd Bn’s attack stalled.
In this stalled position the Bn took heavy casualties, while
the 1st Bn met with more success and was able to capture
Sandy Ridge. But eventually, due to counter attacks, both
battalions withdrew back to the MLR (main line of
resistance). On 15Oct, the 2nd Bn, 31st Inf and elements of
the 32nd Inf joined in the battle to take Triangle Hill and
succeeded in reaching the crest of the hill.

Naastad on hillside above Cp Casey.

By the time the battle was in its third day, I had had no sleep
and found myself nodding off even though I was sitting
directly behind the gunner in the turret with guns blazing.
Troops working around a firing quad-50 are issued noise
protection headphones, but in combat that prevents the
wearer from picking up the sound of incoming rounds which can be fatal. I didn’t use mine most of the time and,
by the end of the 7th day, I was deaf. Eventually I regained
most of my hearing, but some of it became permanent.
All my squad’s positions continued to receive heavy
incoming artillery and mortar fire. At my location they blew
up our C rations and part of our water supply, and even hit
our ammo bunker several times, but it did not explode.
On 20Oct and 21Oct my platoon was replaced by another
so we left our dug-in equipment in place and the new crews
just took over our positions and we were sent into reserve.

The Overseas Telephone & Telegraph building.

During the Battle of Triangle Hill, all the combat units of
the 7ID were committed to the battle. It was learned about a
week later that the 7ID had lost more than 2,500 men, both
KIA and WIA, in this one battle. It was a bitter-sweet ending.
We were glad it was over, but the objectives of that battle
were not achieved - the Chinese still held the high ground.
David Keefe
PO Box 4820
Saratoga Spgs, NY 12866
<dkpvny@gmail.com>

7ID G1 & G4 buildings at Cp Casey.
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My Time In The 7th - Cook
I arrived at Kimpo AFB 19Jan69. It was a cold day, best I
can remember. We boarded a bus for the 177th Replacement
center at Camp Casey where I was assigned to B Co, 2nd
Bn, 31st Inf Reg, 7th Inf Div. My MOS was 94B20, which
was a cook in the mess hall. But besides that I also wore a
few other hats.
I took basic training at Fort Benning, GA, and AIT at Fort
Lee, GA. Basic training was okay but I especially did not
like being told what to do. When I finished AIT, we all got
orders for Vietnam. While I was home on leave before
deployment to Vietnam, the United States went on alert
because of the capture of the USS Pueblo. When I arrived
in Fort Lewis, WA our orders were changed to go to Korea
which was definitely a culture shock to a young 19 year-old
soldier from south Georgia.
The first thing I saw on the bus to the replacement center
was an elderly lady (she might have been 35, I do not know)
wearing a long dress, peeing on the side of the road. No
modesty what so ever! But once I was checked in I wandered
around Camp Casey and just looked around - what a sight it
was. This was something this 19 year-old had never
experienced. The Quonset huts were cold with two heaters
in them…one on each end, best I remember.
My first trip down to TDC (Tongduchon) was also an
experience. The bars, the working girls, OB beer, and kimchi
breath (which I could never get used to). There was always
someone trying to get money out of the GIs and I lost my
share of it. “Come on GI, you number one…good time can
do…give me 300 won. You number 10 GI” - I have heard
them all and done it all. I came back from my first trip to the
village pretty well loaded and fell into a turtle ditch. I like to
have never gotten out and when I did I was all skint up.
One night a buddy and I got caught out after curfew in the
village and tried to outrun the MPs. They caught us and that
cost us an Article 15. I also actually met some very good
Korean people over there. One was an elderly man that I
called “Pop” that did KP for us. Another one was a man that
I called “Baker” that did our baking for us.
Soon after arriving in Korea, and getting settled in, we moved
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to Camp Matta up on the DMZ where we did our time on
the Z pulling guard duty and patrolling. I pulled guard duty
one night in a foxhole which was concrete. I remember it
being cold and raining or sleeting. I had an M-16 which there
was not that many of at the time since they were all going to
Vietnam. Somewhere during the night I heard a sound at
the fence and cut loose on automatic. The LT came running
down there and told me to conserve my ammo since there
was only a limited supply for the M-16s. I was scared the
rest of the night. There were other nights I pulled guard duty
in the guard towers. The dirt up there was bare from Agent
Orange.
We moved to a lot of different camps - the names of which
I have long forgotten - during my time over there. I extended
to get an early out so I spent almost 15 months over in Korea.
One camp was on the sea and when the tide went out the
people would go out and pick up fish. Oh yes, I cannot forget
the honey wagon - the smell of which you will not forget or
forget the burning of the feces…pour on fuel, light on fire
and stir. I would like to go back but in 50 years so much will
have changed that I would not recognize anything. The 13hour plane trip would be more than I could handle.
These are just a few of the memories that I have from my
tour of duty in Korea in 1969-70. On 20Apr70 I left Korea
and came back to the “world.” What a tour of duty it was.
My health is not good at all. I have had cancers, kidney
disease, diabetes type 2, neuropathy in all limbs, skin disease
and other stuff related to being on the DMZ and Agent
Orange. Sadly, I lost my best friend, Dwight A. Covington
to Agent Orange-related problems in 2010. I also have a
friend, Larry Rhodes from Renzi, MS, that I served with
and am still in contact with. I found my LT after 40 plus
years from surfing the Internet.
Roger Cook Sp/4
Donalsonville, Ga.
<Cross0@windstream.net>
At any one time, the Army has about 100,000
soldiers considered “non-deployable", with
80% of that number due to medical
reasons. It is beginning to affect manning
levels and, with the Army’s size dwindling,
this may well become a very real issue.
The American Legion Magazine, Nov’16

Page 21



The Hourglass

Summer 2017



DMZ Firefight Ignites 2nd Korean War
Reprinted from the VFW magazine, November/December 2016 issue.
On Nov. 2, 1966, a seven-man U.S. patrol was nearly wiped
out by North Korean commandos, sparking three years of
armed clashes. This is the 50th anniversary of that action,
yet the peninsula still remains on edge today.
By Dave Newman

was drafted in May 1966 and shipped to Korea Oct. 13, his
20th birthday. His mother would later say, “We felt so lucky
when he went to Korea instead of Vietnam.” He survived
Korea only 17 days.

“NORTH KOREANS KILL 6 GIs SOUTH OF DMZ,”
screamed the Nov. 4, 1966, Pacific Stars & Stripes headline.
Considering the military escalation in Vietnam, the nation
was shocked to read such a headline about a hostile action
so far to the north.
“Because of duty, six of them died…from communist gunfire
on the almost forgotten front of the 38th parallel in Korea,”
proclaimed President Lyndon Johnson 50 years ago.
This was the first and deadliest ground action for GIs of the
so-called “Second Korean War.” And it led to lethal,
heightened hostilities along the demilitarized zone that didn’t
end for three full years.
ONE-MAN COUNTERATTACK
In the pitch dark of Nov. 2, 1966, two four-man squads (one
including a South Korean soldier) moved out from Camp
Wally to patrol north of the Imjin River. The men belonged
to A Co., 1 st Bn., 23 rd Inf., 2 nd Inf Div - the famed
“Indianhead” Division. They had the misfortune of patrolling
the South Tape - the edge of the southern buffer zone - 28
days after the North Korean communist dictator Kim Il Sung
had blustered that “the U.S. imperialists should be dealt
blows and their forces dispersed to the maximum in Asia.”
Members of the elite North Korean 17th Foot Reconnaissance
Brigade were lying in wait near the Liberty Bridge spanning
the Imjin River near the village of Changpa-ri. It was eight
miles southeast of Panmunjom in the 2nd Division’s 20-milelong sector.
The two American squads were forced to combine because
one of their radios malfunctioned. It proved a fateful
decision, one that allowed the enemy to concentrate its fire
on the unsuspecting squad in the rear area of a guard post.
Hit at 3:15 a.m., it was all over in a matter of minutes.
But one man was able to put up a fight. PVT Ernest D.
Reynolds was that GI. Hailing from Kansas City, MO, he
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PVT Ernest D. Reynolds’ grave marker at the Oak
Hill Cemetery, Maryville, MO.
Newsweek reported: “Reynolds had been posted some
distance away [30 yards at a road junction] from his
comrades and might well have saved himself. But instead
he chose to launch a one-man counterattack, blazing away
at the North Koreans until they cut him down.”
Indeed, Reynold’s Silver Star citation confirms this report.
“For gallantry in action while engaged in military
operations,” he sacrificed “his own life in the defense of his
fellow soldiers…As a rear security man, he had occupied a
concealed position and opened fire upon the enemy, and he
continued to fire until he himself was killed.”
Not content to merely kill the Americans, the communists
fired 40 to 50 bullets into their bodies, reported the New
York Times. They smashed in their heads, bayonetted them
and mutilated the corpses.
SOLE SURVIVOR REVEALS DETAILS
The story of what happened was left to tell by the only
survivor: PVT David Bibee, a 17-year-old from Ringgold,
VA, who had been in-country only three weeks. “We just
Continued next page
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DMZ Firefight continued from page 22
didn’t have a chance,” he said. “They seemed to come from
behind. The only thing I could make out was that there were
at least six of them. They caught us off guard. “The first
thing I knew a hand grenade hit right beside me. I was blown
airborne, some 40 feet down the side of the hill we were on.
I was shocked and dazed by the
blast of the grenade, and then
I heard more grenades going
off, and automatic weapons
were firing all around with the
chatter of burp guns [7.62mm
machine guns].”

PVT David L. Bibee in
Nov’66 during a press
conference at his
hospital
bedside.
Photo UPI.

At the time of the incident,
Bibee told reporters, “The only
reason I’m alive now is
because I didn’t move when a
North Korean yanked my
watch off my wrist. … I played
dead. I didn’t reckon it lasted
more than 15 or 20 minutes.”

Shortly after, Bibee was able to wave down a truck. The
driver asked where the other members of his patrol were.
“Dead! They’re all dead! I am the only one left. Get going
fast,” he told the driver.
After spending about a month in the hospital - he was hit by
48 grenade fragments - Bibee was assigned to a unit in the
Seoul area. He never returned to DMZ duty to serve again
as an infantryman.

NEVER FORGOTTEN
Memories of that day so long ago remain not only with Bibee,
but also with family members and fellow servicemen.
PVT Morris L. Fischer, who had enlisted in March 1966
and arrived in Korea that August, was only 17. He left behind
broken-hearted parents and three sisters.
PVT Leslie L. Hasty had grieving relatives in Palestine,
TX. A niece wrote in 2011: “We were so young when Uncle
Buddy was killed- the adults didn’t share much with us. Then
as we got older, they didn’t talk about it.”

Summer 2017
the family of Ernest Reynolds saw him recognized when
visiting Seoul for the dedication of Reynolds Ridge.

An aerial view of the area of the ambush site. Cp Matta
is out of the frame at the bottom, center.
In a moving tribute in 2006 to the six young Americans in
“Letters to the Lost from Korea,” Will Johnson wrote: “I
was CQ [officer in charge of unit headquarters] on Nov. 2,
1966, when the initial ambush took place. I can only trust
that I performed my duties as was expected of me. Yet I
have been haunted all these years that my communication
skills were not up to par and that response time was lost.
Such is the burden I carry.
“Never a day goes by that I don’t reflect on your memory
and the sacrifice you yielded for our freedom. I thank you
for my family and the opportunities I have had these past 40
years. But for your personal sacrifice and service to America,
it would not have been the same.”
John Sylvan, a member of the Recon Platoon of the 23rd’s
1st Battalion, seconded the notion. “I personally knew three
of the men killed that November day,” he said. “Fifty years
later, they deserve at least to be remembered.”
Dave Newman is a Korean War vet (1952-53) and a member
of VFW Post 647in Danville, VA. He interviewed David
Bibee in 1998.
Editor’s note: Even though this is about troops of the
2ID, it directly relates to the service of the 7ID troops
who served on the DMZ subsequent to this ambush.

Yet some relatives derived a measure of satisfaction. In 1986,
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My Time In Korea - McPharlin

Editor’s Perspective

Activities in the DMZ, 1968-69
Here are some more of my Korean DMZ experiences from
1968-69, when I served with the 1st Bn, 31st Inf, 7ID…
One time, a longer patrol inside the DMZ was in store for
us, but we did not know this initially. At first light, the gate
was opened and we started our patrol. On one of the trails
we used, the man in front of me turned and said, “Mine,”
while he pointed down to it. I did the same thing to the man
behind me. When we stopped to eat our C-rations, only one
man ate at a time while the others stood guard.
Sometime in the late afternoon it was my turn to carry the
radio and, afterwards, the trail became steeper. I was having
trouble climbing and
two men pushed on
my butt to help me
get to the top. Just
before dusk, we set
up the perimeter a
little below the
ridgeline.
Our LT’s jeep had a M-2 .50-cal Later that night, we
machine gun. His driver had two could hear North
M-14 magazines brazed together Koreans talking as
in his rifle with 40 rounds they walked in the
available.
valley below. We
radioed the fence guards that they were heading towards
them. It started to rain quite hard and it made so much noise
you could not hear if anyone is creeping up on you. When
morning came, I went to retrieve my Claymore mine and
saw an old steel helmet with a bullet hole in it. Since it
might have been a booby trap, I did not go anywhere near
that thing.
On our way back to the fence gate, we got a radio message
that command wanted us to patrol another sector along the
South tapeline. One of the trails was so steep that there was
a rope draped down it to use in getting up. The first man had
to sling his rifle and use both hands while the rest of us
guarded him on his way up. When he reached the top he
stood guard for the other men on their climb. We finished
that sector by afternoon and waited to be picked up. I was
more than ready to flop into my bunk back at camp.
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It’s a good thing that I received some Letters and Seekers
submissions - there has definitely been a falloff in the number
of submissions overall for the past few issues. That makes
it harder for me to fill up these 36 pages, as I have to find
things that I think will be of interest to you all and that are
pertinent to the 7th Div.
So, in hopes of getting more stories, photos, etc. from you
all, I’m asking all of you to search the cobwebs of your
recollections and share them with the group. My experience
in the 7ID is just a short 12 months, long after the end of
WWII and the Korean War, and certainly doesn’t amount to
many newsletter pages…and most of them have already been
published.
While there is not going to be an organized 7IDA Reunion
this year, I am hoping that a goodly number of you will make
the effort to attend the culminating dinner of the 100th
anniversary of the 7ID at Joint Base Lewis-McChord on
Dec. 8th. This is especially of interest to those of you who
live in the northwestern portion of the country. If enough of
us gather, we might be able to hold an impromptu reunion.
The 7ID has been pretty busy as of late. The CG was in
Korea while this issue was being put together and there are
still 7ID troops in Afghanistan. There may be very few of
the 7ID troops who actually wear the hourglass patch, but
there are lots of troops assigned under the umbrella of the
7ID who are serving at various places. And with the tension
on the Korean peninsula increasing, more 7ID troops may
be placed in harm’s way.
I hope you all have a great summer and that a lot of you will
be able to make it to the 7 th Div’s 100th Anniversary
Celebration Dinner in December.
Don't forget to pay your dues!

Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor
<hourglass@7ida.us>
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7th IDA Governing Council
Officers
Name
Richard A. Patterson
Ronald R. Levendoski
Vacant
Douglas J. Halbert
Daniel J. McPharlin
Jerry Piller

Office
President
Vice President
Executive Secretary
Treasurer
Quartermaster
Hourglass Editor

Term
2015-2017
2015-2017
2005-2017
2013-2017
2009-2017

Governors
George Boggs, Sr.
Richard Hazelmyer
Ken Mattingly

2007-2019
2005-2017
2009-2017

Henry E. Mills
Vilas “Sid” Morris
Richard Steinmetz

Recruiting Honor Roll

Membership Status

Summer 2017
Submitted by:

Saturday, April 1, 2017

2017

376

2019

36

2021

3

2023

2

2025

1

2027

2

Associate

2013-2019
2007-2019
2005-2017

Web Site 6
Richard Patterson 2
Total New Members 8

60

Complimentary

1

Courtesy

3

Honorary

2

7th IDA Booster Club
Summer 2017

Special (Active Duty) 2

William R. Peebles

Total Members in Good Standing - 488
(an increase from 485 in April 2016)

Total Boosters: 1
Total Received: $45.14

Dan McPharlin, our
QM, found this sign for
the 1st Battalion, 31st
Regiment when it was
based at Camp Casey
in 1968.
The commander at
that time was LTC
W.M. Cole & the
Sergeant Major was
SGM D.J. Madison. Cole was replaced by LTC Bray when
the unit went to the DMZ later that year.

◆


A circa 1952 sign not to be ignored!
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New Member List
Organization
Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

127th Signal Battalion
Mattner, Darin E

5828 Iris Ln

Lisle, IL 60532

17th Infantry Regiment
Dyer, Eric H.
31st Infantry Regiment
English, Thomas D.
Nesky, David E.

Phone

Co/Batt

(630) 434-8032

A

9116 Mt Holly Huntersville Rd Huntersville, NC 28078

(704) 453-9484

C

2163 Flaxen Ct.
6832 Maplewood Rd.

Cincinnati, OH 45244
Parma Heights, OH 44130

(513) 232-2262
(440) 884-3201

HHC
HHC

31st Regimental Combat Team
Sartain, Sam W.
9805 W Ranch Road 1431 Buchanan Dam, TX 78609

(512) 755-3043

Hq & Hq Co

(253) 477-5746

HHC & Band
HSC

9th Infantry Regiment
Corbin, Eversley R.

1223 St. Johns Place

Brooklyn, NY 11213

Division Headquarters
Cookson, Robert A.
Williams, Fredrick O

2815 Camelot Lane
4290 9th Division Drive

Missouri City, TX 77459
JBLM, WA 98433

Total New Members 8

Officer Walks Barrier Fence
Gene Murphy, Stars & Stripes circa 1968
Many people enjoy
walking in the
morning, but it is a
job for 1LT Alfred
R. Godek, S3, 2nd
Bde, 7th Inf Div. He
is the barrier officer
for the Bde and, as
such, has the job of
checking a 1½ mile
sector of the DMZ
S. Korean troops inspecting the barrier fence that
fence, much like LT Godek did. was erected to
hamper the infiltration of North Korean agents in to South Korea.
Every morning LT Godek and his driver, Sp4 Raymond
Sultzer, drive out to the barrier then drive up and down the
hills near the fence checking for holes and deficiencies.
“There are at least 3 checks made on the barrier every day,”
said LT Godek. “The initial one is made at first light by the
men in the foxholes near the fence. Then I make my check,
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called a ‘detail check’ to make doubly sure that there are no
deficiencies or holes in the fence.” Yet another check is made
at night, before the men settle down for the night, checking
for deficiencies and also letting the men on the line better
familiarize themselves with the area in front of them.
Thus far LT Godek has not found any breaks in the fence,
although he has found deficiencies such as the earth being
washed out and the bottom wires being pried up by the
animals that inhabit the “no-man’s land” between the
southern barrier fence and the actual border between the 2
Koreas. “Badgers, deer and wild cats burrow under the fence
leaving small holes with hair and paw prints which is
evidence that an animal rather than a North Korean has gone
through,” explained Godek.
But finding the discrepancy is only the beginning. In such
cases as a washout, or an animal’s burrowing, action must
be taken on the spot. Notification is made up through the
chain of command and, at the battalion level, arrangements
are made for a detail of engineers to fix the problem.
LT Godek feels that, “Safeguarding the lives of the men on
guard by properly maintaining the barrier is well worth all
the walking.”
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Today's 7ID

Today
’s 7ID
oday’s
scheduling for commanders, noncommissioned officers and
physical readiness training leaders, and we have completed
three classes to date.

Commander’s Corner
New Bayonet Program Committed To Readiness
Published in the Northwest Guardian.
Task Force Bayonet’s numberone priority under the readiness
umbrella is to strengthen
soldier, civilian and family
fitness. Our soldiers must be
physically,
mentally,
emotionally and spiritually fit to
ensure we are fully ready to
deploy and perform all aspects
of our job in combat.
The first thing we want to do is educate all Task Force
Bayonet leaders on all aspects of personal fitness, which
include proper execution of exercises, proper nutrition and
proper recovery. Our Bayonet Academy is now teaching a
40-hour program of instruction focused on functional fitness
principles and exercise execution. We have integrated
physical therapists and surgeons into our special conditioning
programs. Our medical service members confirm the
exercises and schedules and provide direction and
supervision to the functional fitness coaches.
The second thing we wanted to do is implement across Task
Force Bayonet is a comprehensive fitness and wellness
program that includes properly integrating new soldiers,
rehabilitating our injured reserve soldiers, educating them
on lifestyle choices and ensure progression of fitness and
readiness.
The purpose of the Bayonet Warrior Athlete Program is
to build and sustain personnel readiness through a holistic
approach to individual health and fitness. The lead instructors
are all Master Fitness Trainer-certified, as this is the Army’s
recognized program for fitness education. The Bayonet
Academy has already incorporated the courses into Army
Training Requirements and Resources System for course
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We also work in conjunction with our Master Fitness Trainers
in the areas of the Army’s physical readiness training
integration;
• pregnancy and postpartum physical training,
• weight control,
• Army physical fitness test failures,
• upper- and lower-body rehabilitation,
• athletic performance tests.
Additionally, the Performance Triad University, run by the
555th Eng Bde, conducts seminars that will promote holistic
health through sleep, activity and nutrition. And our
chaplains will provide a spiritual fitness block of instruction
during the course.
We are currently in the process of a 10-month fielding plan
for transportable and deployable “gym in a box” systems to
be issued to each company-level unit. We will resource,
equip, educate, compete, incentivize, and assess, in order to
sustain our momentum. We have also integrated external
resources on Joint Base Lewis-McCord, such as the Army
Wellness Center and the Comprehensive Soldier and Family
Fitness program.
MG Thomas James, 7ID commanding general, and I are
truly excited about this program. We have visited all classes
to this point and our soldiers are incredibly excited about
the program. We are a team of Army professionals who are
combat ready.
CSM Jack Love,
7th Inf Div Command Sergeant Major
HQ, 7th Inf Div
Bldg. 4290
9th Division Drive (Lewis Main)
Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA 98433
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Today
’s 7ID
oday’s
TOA In Fenty

Stan Lee Honored

Published by Defense Video Imagery Dist.
System

Douglas Ernst, The Washington Times

On 05Apr17, US Army soldiers assigned to Task Forces
Tigershark and Gunfighters held a Transfer of Authority
Ceremony at Operating Base Fenty, Afghanistan. The TOA
marked the transition from TF Gunfighters, led by the
command team of 1st Bn (Attack Reconnaissance), 1st Avn
Rgt, 1st Combat Avn Bde, 1st Inf Div, to TF Tigershark, led
by the command team of 1st Bn (Attack Reconnaissance),
229th Avn Rgt, 16th Combat Avn Bde, 7ID.

LTC Bunker addressing the attendees at the transfer
ceremony. Photo CPT B. Harris
During their eight months in Afghanistan, TF Gunfighters
participated in the planning and execution of three largescale counter-terrorism operations, 7,600 missions, 48
medical evacuations, and 21 resupply missions. They did
all of it while flying over 16,000 accident-free hours, despite
the dangers of flying in their operational area. TF Gunfighters
worked with ground forces throughout their area of operation
and built a strong relationship of trust during their eight
months in Afghanistan.
“When ground elements hear call signs like ‘Gun’, ‘Exile’,
‘Goliath’ and ‘Dustoff’ they know the men and women on
those aircraft and those supporting the operations from an
operating base are going to put it on the line for them,” said
US Army LTC Travis Habhab, 1-1 ARB commander.
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Marvel Comics icon Stan Lee wants the world to
know that one of his “proudest moments” has much
more to do with his time served during World War II than
with creating superheroes. Mr. Lee, 94, enlisted in 1942
and served until 1945.
The man who cocreated some of
the most popular
comic
book
characters of all
time - including
Spider-Man, The
Incredible Hulk,
Doctor
MAJ Milton Campbell and SFC and
Nicholas Jones with Stan Lee at Strange - also
happens to be a
his induction into the SCRA.
veteran
who
served in the US Army Signal Corps. Soldiers from 1-2
Stryker Bde Combat Team honored that service recently
when they found out he was not a member of the Signal
Corps Regimental Association.
“I want to tell [fans] if you’re looking, this is one of my
proudest moments. Excelsior!” Mr. Lee said as he was
inducted into the Association on 03Mar17 at the Sheraton
Hotel in Seattle, WA.
TF Gunfighters spent several weeks working with the TF
Tigershark team to prepare for a seamless transition. Even
before the ceremony, TF Tigershark was already taking on
missions around the operational area.
US Army LTC David Bunker, 1-229th ARB commander,
reminded the attendees of TF Tigershark’s ultimate focus
during his remarks. “To our supported units, to borrow a
phrase we like to say in 16th CAB, I will say simply this:
‘It’s not about us, it’s about you,’” said Bunker. “Task Force
Tigershark will continue to answer your call decisively,
violently and without hesitation.”
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’s 7ID
oday’s
JBLM Sends HIMARS To
Battle Islamic State

JBLM Soldiers Train For
Readiness

Adam Lynn, The News Tribune
An artillery battalion based at Joint Base LewisMcChord is to deploy to the Middle East soon to join the
battle against the Islamic State group. Soldiers of the 5th
Bn, 3rd Fld Arty Rgt held a deployment ceremony 04Apr17,
according to CPT Pete Mrvos, a spokesman for the 17th
Fld Arty Bde.
They are to fly to the Middle East soon for a 9-month
deployment. It will be the battalion’s second deployment to
the region in the past two years. The unit operates High
Mobility Rocket Systems, known as HIMARS. The truck-

A JBLM unit trains with its HIMARS, at the Army’s
Yakima Training Center in 2011.
based weapon, which fires GPS-guided rockets, has a range
of about 10-190 miles.
In addition to providing fire support to the Iraqi Army in
the fight against the Islamic State, the battalion “will build
relationships with partner militaries,” including Jordanian
and Emirati HIMARS units, Mrvos said. “The goal will be
to share our best practices with our partners and to learn
from them,” he said.
Another JBLM-based HIMARS battalion, 1st Bn, 94th Fld
Arty Rgt, returned in October from a 9-month deployment
to the region where it fired nearly 700 rockets against Islamic
State targets during its deployment.

Lara Poirrier, Army News Service
published in the Northwest Guardian
COL Lonnie Hibbard, 7 th Infantry Division deputy
commanding general for sustainment, visited Fort
Huachuca’s Hubbard Landing Zone on the East Range
19Jan17 “to see how operations are going and if there are
any obstacles that would prevent training.” Fort Huachuca
offers a significant amount
of savings in training time.
“One of the advantages we
have (training) here is
weather,” Hibbard said.
“The opportunity to fly is
significantly better here.
With the ceilings, we get
one, if we are lucky, two
An unmanned Shadow flying days per week.
aircraft being launched at Ft. When we have the
Huachuca. Photo: US Army opportunity to come down
here, in a four-week period
we can accomplish what we would in six months in the
winter time at JBLM. It’s a very focused training period.”
“It’s not only Fort Huachuca, it’s the airfield, the airspace
and the restricted airspace that Fort Huachuca offers,”
Hibbard said.
Joint Base Lewis-McChord’s 14th Brigade Engineering
Bn, 2nd Bde, 2nd Inf Div is conducting a proficiency exercise
at Fort Huachuca as they go through the steps for launching
and flying the Shadow unmanned aircraft system. Specialist
Spencer Gawkoski, Delta Co, 14th Engr Bn, is an aircraft
commander and unit trainer. He described his job as “to fly
and train all the different operators in our platoon.” and to
“make sure that we stay proficient and stay up on what we
know.” “When we are not overseas, it is what we do all the
time,” Gawkoski said. “We are trying to train and stay
current with our currency hours.” “It’s different to fly here
than say, Washington” he said. “Washington is lower to the
sea level. Up here we have high-altitude operations which
just varies based on how you fly and how the aircraft reacts
to the thinner air.”
Continued Page 30
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Today
’s 7ID
oday’s
Raptors Begin 8-month
Deployment to Afghanistan

Lanza Hands Over Reins
Pamela Kulokas, published in the Northwest
Guardian
I Corps Commanding General LTG Stephen R.
Lanza transferred leadership to MG (promotable)
Gary J. Volesky at a change of command ceremony 03Apr17
on Watkins Field, Joint Base Lewis-McChord. Lanza said
he will retire from active-duty at Joint Base Lewis-McChord
on 01Jun17, after 37 years with the Army. Lanza took
command of the 7th Inf Div on 12Oct12, and command of I
Corps on 06Feb14 - totaling nearly five years at JBLM.

SGT Almon Bate, 16th Combat Aviation
Brigade Public Affairs, published by Defense
Video Imagery Dist. System.

A soldier waves goodbye to his loved ones as the last
group of the 16th CAB soldiers deploys for duty in
Afghanistan. Photo: SGT A.Bate
The 16th Combat Avn Bde, 7th Inf Div, finished deploying
its final group of soldiers to Afghanistan Sunday, 19Mar17.
The brigade started deploying its Soldiers from Joint Base
Lewis-McChord on 10Mar17 and the Raptor Bde deployed
about 800 soldiers in the region to support Operation
Freedom’s Sentinel for about eight months.
The brigade takes over the mission from 1st Combat Avn
Bde, 1st Inf Div, and is providing full-support aviation
missions to foster security and stability in the area. The
brigade’s task force includes:
• Hq and Hq Co, 16th Combat Avn Bde;
• 1st Attack Recon Bn, 229th Avn Rgt;
• 2nd Assault Helicopter Bn, 158th Avn Rgt;
• 1st Bn, 52nd Avn Rgt;
• National Guard partners.
Even with technology and other resources at hand, COL
William A. Ryan, 16th CAB commander, highlighted the
soldiers as the brigade’s most valuable asset. “We employ
some of the Army’s most advanced aviation technology, but
it is our tremendous team of Army professionals that will
ensure mission success,” Ryan said.
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Reflecting back on his time
at the installation, Lanza
said he is proud of standing
up 7th Inf. Div. at JBLM
but is more proud his
successors have given the
division
irreversible
momentum,
building
trained and ready forces. At
I Corps, Lanza said he
enjoyed bringing forces
from the Pacific and JBLM
together as one team.

LTG Lanza’s official
photograph.

Hanging up his
uniform after three
decades doesn’t
mean he’s finished
with the Army, Lanza
said. “I’m a Soldier
for life. “I will never
be done with the
Army. June 1 is my
MG Lanza speaking at the 7IDA retirement, but I’ll be
2013 Reunion in San Antonio, TX. a Soldier forever.”
Continued from Page 29
Specialist Joshua Collins, 14th Engr Bn, is one of the senior
crew chiefs and said he runs the maintenance aspect of flying
operation. “I launch and recover the aircraft, and when it
comes back down, I repair it,” Collins said. “Imagine that,
I’m a pit crew for the UAS!”
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’s 7ID
oday’s
to run an exercise featuring one of their brigades.”

7ID, 122nd TSD Together
Again
CPT William Carraway, Georgia National
Guard, published in the Northwest Guardian.
Soldiers of the 122nd Tactical Support Detachment,
Georgia Army National Guard, were officially welcomed to
the 7th Infantry Division, Task Force Bayonet for a patch
changing ceremony at the Clay National Guard Center,
Marietta, GA. During the ceremony soldiers of the 122nd
TSD received the Hourglass patch of the 7ID, headquartered
at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, signifying the connection
between the units, a connection that has been100 years in
the making.

Subdued shoulder patch
of the Georgia National
Guard, replaced by the
7ID patch.

Seal of the Georgia
National Guard.

The 122nd TSD was originally constituted in the Georgia
National Guard as the Field Hospital Number 1 in 1914.
Following service on the Mexican border in 1916 and 1917,
the unit was sent to Camp Wheeler in Macon, GA, to prepare
for World War I mobilization. The 7ID was organized at
Camp Wheeler in 1917 and, for the next several months,
the forerunners of the 7ID and 122nd TDS trained on the
same ground.

LTC Frederick Williams, representing 7ID
headquarters at the patch changing ceremony, noted
the arrangement between the Division and the 122nd
TSD is mutually beneficial. “We are proud to have you
as part of the 7ID,” Williams said. “As Citizen Soldiers,
you bring a lot of skills and experience to the table, and we
look forward to exchanging ideas and learning from you in
the future.”

Georgia Army National Guard COL Alan B. Alexander,
middle, commander of the 122nd Tactical Support,
places the shoulder sleeve insignia of the 7th Infantry
Division on the sleeve of CPT Terrell Wood during a
patch changing ceremony at the Clay National Guard
Center, Marietta, GA, 01Apr17

Women On Active Duty In 2017
According to DoD data, 90% of U.S. military
occupations are open to women. Also, of the 201,400
women currently in the U.S. armed forces, there are:
♦

68,900 in the Army

♦

58,500 in the Air Force

♦

57,300 in the Navy

♦

14,100 in the Marines

nd

One hundred years later, the 122 TSD supplements the staff
of 7th Infantry Division during the National Training Center
rotations. The 122nd TSD has completed two NTC rotations
with the 7ID and COL Alan Alexander, commander of the
122nd TSD, said, “Our next exercise will be at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord where we will integrate with the 7ID staff
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♦

2,600 in the military academies
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’s 7ID
oday’s
Bisbee-Douglas Airport, Douglas, AZ, while soldiers
from 7ID flew with 4 Strykers and other Army
combat vehicles to Grant County Airport in Moses
Lake. Adding the flight portion to the exercise
provided value for soliders and airmen, Jones said.

7ID Exercise Builds
Readiness
Pamela Kulokas, published in the Northwest
Guardian.
For the 7ID at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, readiness is more
than a buzzword - as proved by a successful Bayonet Strike
exercise, conducted in harmony with the 62nd Airlift Wing’s
Rainier War and the 51st Expeditionary Signal Bn, 593rd
Exped Sustainment Command’s Operation Desert Hawk,
05-09Dec16.
As the Army transitions from training that ebbs and flows
based on deployments to a culture of sustained readiness,
Bayonet Strike aims to assess JBLM unit’s ability to deploy
service members, vehicles and equipment in a very short
period of time - 96 hours. Short-notice deployment exercises
mean service members build a culture of readiness instead
of waiting for a deployment date to dictate training,
according to COL Omar J. Jones IV, Deputy Commander
of Operations, 7ID.

Safely moving valuable equipment and passengers at a
break-neck pace does not come easily. According to MAJ
Andrew Boggs, chief of future operations, 7ID Hq, it takes
months of planning to bring resources together. “You can
train and meet the standard at any installation, but in order
to take that standard and project that power, you have to go
somewhere,” Boggs said. “The fastest way the Army has to
get somewhere is through the Air Force.”

A C-17 Globemaster based out of Charleston, SC
being loaded. USAF official photo.

A C-17 Globemaster landing on a dirt runway.
YouTube photo.
Bayonet Strike is repeated at JBLM every four to six weeks.
Jones said lessons are learned every time - allowing
complexity to build from one exercise to the next. On
07Dec16, the inspection of readiness systems grew to include
loading 15 vehicles on eleven C-17 Globemaster III cargo
planes from McChord Field.
The 51st Sig Bn flew to Arizona for a communications
exercise at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson and
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There’s tremendous synergy created by Army-Air Force
collaboration on training objectives, Boggs said, a sentiment
echoed by LTC Syd Hills, chief of sustainment, 7ID Hq.
He said the exercise exemplifies jointness in its truest
meaning and creates a more responsive, relevant team.
“When the time comes to (deploy), we can do it more
efficiently,” he said. “The more deployable we can make
(service members), the more lethal and effective they are.”

Military Wisdom
No combat-ready unit has ever passed
inspection and no inspection-ready unit
has done well in combat.
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Medics Train In Dynamic
Environment
MAJ Kelly Haux, 1-2 SBCT, 7th Infantry Div.
published by Defense Video Imagery Distribution
System
For five days in the cold, drizzling rain, sometimes working
20 hours non-stop, the soldiers of the Treatment and
Evacuation Platoons of C Co, 296th Bde Support Bn, 1st
Stryker Bde, 2nd Inf Div were evaluated on key medic skills
during their recent field training exercise (FTX) at Joint Base
Lewis McChord, 13-17Mar17.

SSG Stanley Brown, C Co aid station NCOIC, said
it is necessary to re-create the potential operating
environments in which they may deploy to in the
future - to include a potential CBRN situation. “This
helps to prepare soldiers for the rigors of a deployment
- everything from the combat gear you are wearing to the
accountability for a weapon and sensitive items,” Brown
said. “In our line of work, there is a very high emphasis on
preserving life and the health of our brothers and sisters in
arms to conserve fighting strength.”

The purpose of the training was to evaluate the platoons’
mission essential task list (METL), which consists of
providing direct support, area support, establishing
ambulance exchange points (AXPs) and shuttle operations.
This certification ensures the platoons of C-296-1SBC are
capable of providing the combat care needed in a hostile
environment.
The medical care they provide is prehospital care or casualty
treatment in a tactical, combat environment. This varies from
traditional civilian trauma care as many combat casualties
can suffer from complex trauma that can include penetrating
injuries and amputation as opposed to blunt trauma seen in
many civilian settings. In previous conflicts, the majority of
combat deaths occurred before a wounded soldier reached a
treatment facility. This stresses the importance of treating
casualties at the point of injury and transitioning wounded
as quickly as possible to a treatment facility.
“We evacuated casualties from the notional line units and
provided en-route care while we transported them to the
Role II (Medical Company) and Role III (Combat Support
Hospital),” said 1LT John Gigante, Platoon leader for the
Evacuation platoon, C Co. “We ran these missions while
exposed to dynamic elements such as operating at night,
reacting to opposing forces, indirect fire from artillery or
mortars, improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and Chemical,
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear (CBRN) threats.”

Soldiers from Co C, 296th Bde Support Bn, 1st Stryker
Bde, 2ID, decontaminate simulated casualties during
a Field Training Exercise on JBLM, 16Mar17.
Photo: 296-1-2
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Obituary

Final Taps

Harold Gregory “Hal” Moore, Jr., 13Feb22 - 10Feb17

We r
emember t
hose who ha
ve lef
t
remember
those
hav
left
our r
ank
s
rank
anks

Former Commanding General
of the 7th Infantry Division in
Korea (1970-71), Hal died in
his sleep, just a few days short
of his 95th birthday. He was the
first of his West Point class
(1945) to be promoted to
Brigadier General, Major
General, and Lieutenant
General.

Organization

Co/Bat.

31st Infantry Regiment
Theim, John J.

E

32nd Infantry Regiment
Cunningham, C. Wayne HQ

Date of Death
11/17/2016
1/26/2017

48th Field Artillery & 32nd Infantry Reg.
Pohleven, Louis T.
D
12/20/2014
Total 3

LTG Moore is best remembered
MG “Hal” Moore when as the lieutenant colonel in
he commanded the 7ID command of the 1st Battalion, 7th
in Korea, 1970-71.
Cavalry Regiment, at the Battle
of Ia Drang in 1965, during the Vietnam War. The battle
was made into the movie We Were Soldiers in 2002.

VFW Needs Agent Orange Evidence
In an effort to get the VA to change
Government Regulation Rin2900
AN27 - Covered Service in Korea to include 1967 up to and including
31Mar68, veterans who served in or
near the DMZ in Korea need to send
any and all evidence (pictures, Buddy
letters, documents, orders, articles,
VFW emblem statements and remembrances)
directly to the VFW in Washington, DC as soon as possible.
This is in support of an effort to get the VA to expand the
dates of coverage of herbicide exposure in or near the Korean
DMZ.

Editor’s note: You can also phone
in to 1-866-272-6622 if you were
exposed to something while in
Korea and are now sick. They
have to hear your story. If what
you did, saw or were exposed to,
such as toxic chemicals, and your
records are classified, call them
VA seal
anyway. They have to be made
aware of what’s going on with Korea vets.

To get the VA to change the covered period, more information
must come directly from the veteran, or their family member,
so the VFW can present it to the VA. Please contact me at:

Are there any topics that you think should be presented,
explored or discussed here in The Hourglass? Something
we need to include? Just eMail me at <hourglass@7ida.us>
and I'll do some research then present the results in a
following issue, crediting you with the idea.

Carlos Fuentes, Director VFW
200 Maryland Ave. NE
Washington, DC 20002
cfuentes@vfw.org
202 608-8368

Page 34

I Need Your Feedback!
Jerry Piller, Editor

Get it to me by Aug. 25, 2017 and you'll see it in our next
issue.
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Here’s a picture of the attendees of a reunion of the 1966-68 Co A & HHC, 1st Bn,
31st Inf Rgt held in Branson, MO, Oct. 14-16, 2016.

L to R standing - Glenn Dunn (AR), Gene Clarke L to R kneeling - Rob McCumber (OR), Johnny
(Bronx, NY), Howard Payne (AR), Eugene DeDonato Wilson (TX), John Callari (Queens NY), Raymond
(OH), James Clardy (TX), Lamar Davis (TN), Ronnie Etheredge (OK), Jack Noldge (MO).
Baker (TX), James Kennedy (PA).
Eugene Clarke
<eclarke71946@icloud.com>

Old Soldiers...

1,059,546 Living veterans who served during the Gulf War era (Aug 1990Aug 2000) and the post-9/11 era
284,985 Living veterans who served during the Gulf War and the Vietnam
War
161,768 Living veterans who served during the Korean War and the Vietnam
War
83,558 Living veterans who served during World War II and the Korean
War
Source: 2014 American Community Survey
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Your Dues Status

The Hourglass Staff

The next dues cycle commences on 07/01/2017 and
the amount will be $50.00 for two years. The “Dues
Status” printed on your mailing label indicates the
period covered by your last payment.

Publisher: .............................. Frank S. Wadge
Editor: .................................... Jerry Piller

• 2017................. Your payment is now due.
• 2019 & above . Paid in advance. Thank you!
• Associate .......... You are exempt from dues.
• Honorary …...…. You are exempt from dues.
• Special .............. You are exempt from dues.
Send your payment to:
7th IDA
308 Cortland Way
Roswell, GA 30076-1381

Your continuing
support of the
Association is
appreciated.

Copy Deadlines: Winter Issue - September 15th
Summer Issue - April 15th
Contributions are invited from any 7th Infantry Division
Association member or supporter. eMail submission is
preferred, and should be sent to:
<hourglass@7ida.us>
Hard copy submissions should be mailed to:
Hourglass Editor, 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753

Please include a self-addressed
stamped envelope if you wish your
material to be returned to you.

