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Greetings to my Fellow 7th Inf Div vets! I had
told you in the last newsletter that I would be
stepping down as your President. So, this is
my farewell message to you as your outgoing
President, but it is not goodbye. I intend to
maintain my membership in the Association
and stay in contact with as many of you as I
can, as long as I can. Currently, I am just
beginning to recover from an illness, I had some minor foot
surgery, which caused me to cancel our reunion trip to Tacoma.
It was a BIG disappointment, as I was looking forward to seeing
a lot of my Hourglass friends.
I feel that it is very important we keep the legacy of the 7th Inf
Division moving forward. We are an important part of American
military history, with a proud record of service in WWI, WWII,
Korea and, now, Afghanistan. Our new active duty 7th Division
soldiers are among the best our Army has in service today, and
I am very proud of them. We need to recruit as many of them
as we can to join our Association. I know our incoming
President, Richard Patterson, will do a fine job in moving our
Association forward.
Whether we hold any more reunions or not, we will keep The
Hourglass newsletter going, so keep sending your stories to
the editor, Jerry Piller. My personal eMail address is
<ocsgene@sbcglobal.net>, so please keep in touch. I will
always be glad to hear from any of you.
It has been an honor, and a blessing, to serve as your President
these past two years. So, it is “so long” for now, but not goodbye.

▲

Your President,

Published by
GARP Custom Newsletter Service
www.garponline.com ◆ Info@garponline.com

Gene C. Richards
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The 2015 7th IDA Reunion
September 3rd - 6th, Tacoma WA
Although the weather steadily worsened as the days went by, the rain held off until after we had completed all our
outdoor activities. Result? A great time was had by all!

The old main gate entrance to Ft. Lewis.

7IDA Member group on the front steps of Harrison Hall, 7ID Hq.
MG Thomas James,
Jr.,7ID’s
Commanding
General, greeted every
member of our tour as they got
off the bus at Division Hq.
Here he’s shaking Jerry
Cuslidge’s hand as he exits
the bus.
Doug Halbert and MG James by the bus
outside Div Hq on Saturday.
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We Get Letters
In Ellis Mercier’s letter (Sum’15),
he indicated that he had a 13½month tour in a 4-point zone. I
was there at about the same time
as him and at that time, as I
remember it, you only needed 36
points to rotate out of Korea, while
his points added up to 54 points. So,
I’m curious as to whether the point
system was changed, or his points were
credited at a different point value?
Richard Dunlap
A Co, 31st Inf Rgt, 7th Inf Div
<bddun@awinets.com>

pull security for the engineers who
built a fence on the 18-mile, US
sector of the DMZ. At that time a
soldier only got combat pay for
one month if he was wounded and
received the Purple Heart. Later,
in Apr’68, all soldiers who served
in the DMZ received combat pay. It was
in the summer of 1967 that most soldiers
witnessed the 8th Army spraying some
type of herbicide for brush control, a
whole separate issue. Here are some
newspaper headlines from in-country
publications that appeared during the
time I served.

I was in Hq Co, 1st Bn, 31st Inf Rgt, 3rd
Bde, 7th Inf Div, from Dec’66-Dec’67,
serving as the RTO for the S2 & S3
Sections.
Initially my training company, at Fort
Polk, LA, all had orders for Vietnam,
but that changed and half of the
company received orders to South
Korea. I was one of those and departed
CONUS on 22Dec66.
When I arrived at 1/31st, on 25Jan66,
the whole Bn only had around 40 people.
Within 3 months the Battalion was at
full strength and combat ready. Korea,
then, was a 13-month tour, however that
changed in the summer of 1967 and the
Defense Department made it a 12 month
tour for active infantry units. The 1/
31st was the first unit from the 3rd Bde,
7th ID to go up on the DMZ under the
operational control of the 2nd Inf Div,
on a rotation system, from the 7ID. The
2/31st followed us on the rotation duty.

What did I learn? The North Korean Army
is very professional and suicidal, and
wants to kill all Americans! The only
thing that prevented a big war was the
great leadership from our noncommissioned officers and officers. God
Bless them!
Sincerely,
Johnny L. Wilson
84 Wilson Lane
Keller, Texas 76248
817/485-0491
<johnnywilson102@gmail.com>

Our main mission at that time was to
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I was a combat photographer, so hearing
of a major thrust led by tanks of the
73rd Tank Battalion attached to the 7ID,
I hopped aboard one of the Sherman tanks
and squeezed my 6’2" frame down through
the right front seat port - helmet on
(no room for a flak jacket), camera and
film packs in hand. As we rode forward
in a column, into a valley at the MLR,
I was suddenly hit on my helmet by a
tremendous blow from the hatch cover,
forcing me even further into the tank.
The tank commander apologized, shouting
that the hatches must be secured to
prevent the entry of even one bullet –
it could ricochet throughout the
compartment, injuring or killing members
of the crew.
How was I supposed to take pictures of
this tank mission from the enclosed
interior of this tank? That problem was
solved when the tank I was in got stuck
in the heavy mud
of the valley.

Tank #30162972 that Rosenfeld rode in until it became
mired in the mud.
Now, tanks are not easy to target when
they are in large, open areas, but that’s
only if they keep moving in different
directions. Our disabled sitting duck
immediately became the target of choice
for the Chinese, and small arms fire
and mortars came looking for us. We
needed towing by other tanks to break
it loose so the crew bailed out to
assist with the tow hook up, leaving
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one man to return fire with the topmounted machinegun.
I joined the crew on the ground and
started taking pictures of the action
all around me and finally took cover
under the tank between the tracks, the
front of the tank being raised up by
the berm that stopped
us. There I could
continue
taking
pictures from a
safer position.

Rescuing a 73rd Tank Bn tank while under enemy gunfire
in the T-Bone area in N. Korea, Feb’53. You can see the
tanker manning the machine gun atop the turret.

A great
action shot,
taken while
Rosenfeld
was stuck
under the
tank.

All eventually went well, I got some
photos, we were not hit, the mission
was accomplished and we returned safely.
Sam Rosenfeld
6570 Kelvin Ave.
Canoga Park, CA 91306
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I landed at Inchon on 27Sep53, and served
in Korea with Baker Battery, 49th FA Bn,
7th Inf. Div.
I had been married about 15 months, and
wrote a letter to my bride, who was
just 20 years old at the time, almost
every day while I was in Korea. She
saved 171 of them in a shoebox, and now
they comprise a book telling the firsthand story of my experiences. These
letters sparkle with humor and devotion,
but as the months progress, the letters
also reveal a growing maturity both as
a leader and as a husband.

MacIlvaine overlooking T-Bone & Pork Chop, Mar’54

And those letters turned into a book, a
story of dedication and love and a vivid
chronicle of my service to our country
during the Korean
conflict in 1953-54.
A young, married
Princeton graduate a freshly-minted
Second Lieutenant
with dreams and
aspirations for his
future - ships off
to an international
conflict-zone and
within months is
promoted to Battery
Executive Officer.

Headed home, MacIlvaine with LT George C.
Towner, Jr. await a jeep to take them to Inchon.

Love Letters From The Front was published
Nov’14, and is available at Amazon.com.
For more information just Google "Love
Letters From The Front Bill MacIlvaine".
Bill MacIlvaine
522 Pine Grove Lane
Naples, FL 34103
<wmacilvaine@comcast.net>

CPT Raphael Sosa, & MacIlvaine wearing their best
duds, with the red “silk” scarf. "We convinced ourselves
we were the sharpest looking company-grade officers
in the Far East."
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Fida’s Kwajalein Trip in Pictures

Seekers Page
My husband, Joe Wright, served in
Korea in ’62-63, and early ’64,
and I know that there were
7th ID guys in Korea when
he was there. Our problem
is that he served in a
MACKSOG (Military Assistance Command, Korea-Studies &
Observations Group) unit, a Special Ops group in Korea doing
Recon and Anti-infiltration patrols, and we need to prove he
was there.

In the last issue, there were a couple articles about Donald Fida’s
return to Kwajalein in early 2015. Here are some more photos
of his trip.
Standing at the entrance to
Punchbowl Nat’l Cemetery
in Honolulu.

I am looking for anyone who saw, or knows anything about, a
unit that had no permanent home, wore no shoulder patches
and were called in when the “you know what” hit the fan with
NK incursions. The CIA has Joe’s records but are refusing to
allow their release, just as are they with all of the MACVSOG
records from the Vietnam War.
While I have been looking for info on Ghost Walkers, which
was his unit, I have also uncovered documentation on herbicide
use. If any of your guys have health issues associated with
herbicide use, they are welcome to contact me and I will give
them what I have that might help. It seems there was defoliation
taking place in Korea long before the government admits to the
practice.
Barbara Wright
<msba.wright@gmail.com>

Fida looking out
over the ocean at
Kwajalein.
On Waikiki
Beach with
Diamond
Head in the
background.

Thanks Harry!!
The Hourglass is great reading! It
is nice keeping up with the 7th and
hearing the fellows’ experiences.
Fida and Bill Armstrong
standing in front of a banyan
tree in Hawaii.

Well done!!
Harry Thambounaris
320 Sprague Ave.
Staten Island, NY 10307
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Laurie Lewis with her father,
Bill Armstrong, Don Fida,
Glenn Toms, Donna
Wisniewski, & Glenn’s son,
Greg Toms. The unknown
woman kneeling in front of
the group lives on
Kawajalein.
Fida and his daughter, Donna
Wisniewski, on Kawajalein.

Fida dancing with
a local woman at
the Kwajalein
VFW hall.

At the Kwajalein
VFW hall. Glenn
Toms,
Bill
Armstrong, an
unidentified local
woman who came
to the “meet &
greet,” and Don Fida. The US troops had saved
the woman’s grandmother during the battle in 1944.

A photo placard showing the battle on Kwajalein. Fida
believes he is in the photograph in the upper R corner.

Fida, Armstrong, and
Toms speaking at
the Kwajalein Jr. and Sr.
high school. After they
were done talking, the
kids came up to them
and they talked personally
with each student. Fida hugged each one of them.

Fida at the Japanese
cemetery/memorial
on Kwajalein. The
inscription merely
says
“Japanese
Cemetery” [Nihonjin
hakachi].

Dan
Farnham,
Linda, a daughter of
Marine CPL Frank L.
Pokrop who’s ashes
were spread on
Namur, and Fida
looking at one of the bunkers on Kwajalein.

◆
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Oldest LEO in America?
Condensed from PoliceOne.com, Tim Dees
Sometimes people look exactly like what they are. Roy Drago
looks like a sheriff out of the old west, maybe because he was
one. In 1971 he became an officer with the Eastside, OR P.D.
until, in 1980, he became a deputy at the Morrow County
Sheriff’s Office (MCSO). Now, after first retiring in 2000, Roy
is “Deputy Drago” once again, working part-time for the Umatilla
County (OR) Sheriff’s Office. He works mainly at the county
courthouse in Pendleton. At age 85, Deputy Roy Drago, who
has been in law enforcement since 1971, is one of the oldest
working law enforcement officers in America.
In western
Oregon, east
of
the
Cascade
Mountains,
the geography
is desert-like,
with some
o p e n
farmland here
and there.
Sheriffs’
Offices have
Roy Drago is Deputy Drago once again, thousands of
now working part-time for the Umatilla square miles
to patrol,
County Sheriff’s Office.
often with
Image: PoliceOne.com
only a Sheriff
and a deputy or three. MCSO provides law enforcement
services to almost the entire county, which is spread over 2,049
square miles and, at the time, only about 7,500 people lived
there. In 1980, the Sheriff’s Office was composed of the Sheriff,
three deputies, and one car. Owing to low staffing, lack of
transportation, and apathy, deputies seldom responded to calls.
“Nobody called the Sheriff’s Department,” Drago said.
Roy was appointed Sheriff by the County Commission in 1983,
and was then elected to the post 5 times, beginning in 1985.
Upon becoming Sheriff, Roy immediately grasped the reasons
the Sheriff’s Office was ineffective. Roy quickly mandated that
every call would be answered in person by a deputy. He eventually
had 17 deputies working for him, each with an assigned takehome car.
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Sheriff Drago was not station-bound, he responded to calls burglaries and thefts were the primary crimes - but there were
four or five murder cases and two bank robberies during Drago’s
stint as Sheriff, and he made some landmark arrests. In one of
the murder cases, he apprehended the suspect as he tried to
leave the crime scene, carrying a rifle.
Editor’s note: Roy was drafted into the Army during the
Korean War, and served with the 7 th Medical
Company from May’51-Mar’52, reaching the rank of E5. He can be reached at:
PO Box 533, Boardman, OR 97813.

WWII Scrapbook Donated to
7IDA
The family of WW II veteran, A. H. (Bud) Gerstner, recently
donated a scrapbook his wife kept while Bud was with the
Division in ’43-45. It covers the time from his training with Co
A, 57th Medical Training Bn at Camp Barkley, TX up through
his return home in Nov’45. He served with the 17th Inf Rgt in
the Aleutian Islands, spent some time in Hawaii, where it
appears his mother came to visit him, at Kwajalein, Leyte, and
Okinawa. He was awarded the Bronze Star, Purple Heart,
WWII Victory, Good Conduct, Asiatic Pacific Campaign and
Philippine Liberation medals.
The family is glad that the book will have a home with the
Association. It is fragile due to its age so, after being
photographed, the pages were placed in protective sleeves by
the Editor. Most of the pages are newspaper clippings of the
Division’s progress in WWII, but there are a few actual
photographs, mostly taken in Hawaii. It was at the recent reunion
so the attendees could look through it, and was then turned over
to the Association’s archivist.
If any of you remember Bud, you can contact his son, Glenn, at:
<GERSTNEG@stjohns.edu>
On the next page are just a few of the photographs from the
scrapbook
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A handbook titled “Bushwhacking in the South Seas” and
3 Japanese rank insignias…L to R: Pvt 1st or 2nd Class,
Corporal or Sergeant, and Superior Private.
It appears that some of the stars may have fallen off the
insignia badges, which may have caused some
misidentification.

The title page of the scrapbook.

“Coming
home”
Western
Union
m e s s a g e s
addressed to Miss
Vera Frediman.

A Philippines One
Peso bill, issued
by
the
Commonwealth of
the Philippines/
USA signed, on
08Mar45,
by
members of the
M e d i c a l
Detachment, 3rd
Bn, 17th Inf. Gerstner’s signature is on the R edge of the
face of the bill.

◆

Obviously hula girls have been popular for
generations!
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Patterson Elevated to President
Richard Patterson, who was our 1st Vicepresident prior to the reunion, has been
elevated to the position of President in
accordance with our Constitution and Bylaws. Richard served with the 32nd Inf Rgt
in 1968-69. He was unable to attend the
reunion because of some family matters, and
has accepted the position.
Richard was drafted in 1969 and then spent the next 20 years in
the Army. In 1969 he was assigned to Co B, 3rd Bn, 32nd Inf
Rgt, 7th Div, with the last 4 months of his tour on the DMZ at
RC3. After Korea, he served with 6th Army Hq, 3rd Inf Div, 1st
Cav Div, 18th Eng Bn, SHAPE Hq in Belgium, 5th Corps Hq,
and the CAB 1st Cav Div, retiring from military service on
01Apr89, then retired definitively in 2005.
Richard has been married for 44 years, has 2 children and two
cats.

How I Won The War - Part 2
By David Keefe
Welcome back to more of my exploits while I served with the
15th AAA AW Bn during the Korean War. In my last article I
was speaking about getting shelled, and how it becomes routine.
You get so that you can be fairly, but not completely, relaxed
and actually find some things to be humorous. Here are a few
things I found amusing in the midst of the war.
In 1952 a woman who was serving at some high government
post decided she needed to take a tour of the front lines in Korea.
Her visit was announced so we had made preparations ahead
of time so that she wouldn’t be “offended” by what she saw or
encountered. Our slit trench latrines were concealed so she
wouldn’t be exposed to the horrors of a naked posterior. As
she was touring our area one of the soldiers had to make a
nature call at the trench. But the Chinese had noticed the
preparations we had made and, as the soldier relieved himself, a
sniper shot him in the buttocks. He had joined the Army in order
to get American citizens ship and ended up paying a strange
price for it!

would have a “time on target’ (TOT) firing in which all the artillery
pieces would open fire on a particular target at the same time. It
can be a very devastating barrage if enemy troops are caught
out in the open. We had a group of entertainers paying us a visit
on one of these occasions and, although there were no enemy
troops observed in the target area, it was decided they were to
be “given a show” so a TOT was conducted for them. Now, I
like a good show as much as the next guy, but I sure wondered
how much this had cost the taxpayers just to entertain our visitors.
Another time we had a Div. Artillery commander, a Brigadier,
who developed a strategy of using the 105mm howitzers in a
mobile way. The guns would be moved up to a spot in range of
the Chinese, fire for 30 to 40 minutes and then move out quickly
back to the rear, out of range. That’s fine except that the Chinese
had counter-battery radar that was able to track where the firing
was coming from and repaid our shelling by shelling the positions
from which the firing had taken place.
This happened a number of times, but the last time it happened
was when the general and a visiting colonel came up to watch
the action. After only about 15 minutes the Chinese started shelling
our positions and the 2 of them had to dive for cover into a rice
paddy full of “honey pot” fertilizer. They had to stay there for
about 30 minutes before they were able to scramble out of there
and skedaddle back to the rear. It must have been traumatic for
them because we learned later that they were both awarded
Silver Stars for their “heroic actions” that day. It was worth it to
us just to see them running out of the area!
One other amusing, at least to us, incident involved firing at a
“registration point (RP). These are targets that are set up by
actually firing at a particular point until you know that you are
locked on to that point and can fire on it again at a moment’s
notice. We established a RP on a marble monument in our area
when, a couple days later, an enemy work crew started working
in that area. They decided to take a break and sat down on the
RP - a BIG mistake. We opened fire on them in what was the
easiest fire mission we ever had…to us, it was hilarious.
In future installments I’ll share more of my contributions to winning
the war.
David Keefe
PO Box 4820
Saratoga Spgs, NY 12866
<dkpvny@gmail.com>

Occasionally, at random times, the Division’s artillery groups
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Thrust Into Combat
By Gene Richards, Assn. President
At the end of a previous
installment, I had just arrived in
Korea aboard a troop ship on
18Oct52. Almost immediately
after disembarking from the troop
ship at Pusan, we were loaded on
to an old Korean troop train and
headed north just as darkness set
in. It was early the next morning, when we arrived in Seoul and
disembarked to be trucked over to the 8th Army Replacement
Depot (between Seoul and Inchon), at Yong Dong Po. The
following day, 20Oct52, 56 of us got our orders assigning us to
various Army units scattered all across Korea. Nine of the 56
were from my OCS class, but only 3 of us went to the 7th Div.
I arrived at 7th Div HQ on about 22Oct52, and was eventually
assigned to C Btty, 57th FA Bn on 25Oct52. I remember that 2
of us, LT Donald Little & I, spent just one night at the battery’s
location where the guns were before we were sent to the MLR
as forward observers (FO) the very next day. LT Little was sent
to Co K, 31st Rgt and I was assigned to Co L. We both went
up to the MLR on 26Oct52.
The FO team from C Btty that I was assigned to had a driver,
wireman, radio operator, and a FO - me. We also had an
orphaned South Korean boy, about 10 or 11 years old, named
Lee Chong Kee, who served as our “house boy.” Orphaned
kids like him had been “adopted” by the fighting units on the
frontlines so they could have food, clothes, and a place to stay.
Of course, we didn’t allow him to stay on the MLR overnight,
so he always went with our jeep driver, PVT John Gambino,
when he returned nightly to our battery’s guns location back at
the rear. When I transferred to the Division Air Section, in Dec’52,
he begged me to take him with me. He cried when I told him
that was not allowed, and he had to stay with the FO team. I
have always wondered what became of Lee Chong Kee. If he
is still living, he would in his 70s by now!
When taking over this FO team, I had to replace the existing
FO, LT Sam Langley. He was a Ft. Sill OCS grad, who had
graduated about 4 months before me, and had been the FO for
several weeks. Three members of a FO team always spent 24
hrs/day on the MLR at the OP (Observation Post), with only
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the driver spending the nights at the battery where the guns were
located. On the morning of the 26th, our driver took me up to
the OP on the MLR where I met LT Langley. He took about 15
or 20 minutes familiarizing me with the terrain out in front of us
(No Man’s Land). He introduced me to the CO of the Infantry
rifle company we were assigned to.
It was obvious that LT Langley was glad to see his replacement,
so he could get off that hill! I don’t know how long he had been
up there, but he had seen more close-up combat than he cared
for…incoming enemy artillery shells, mortar rounds, night patrols
out into No Man’s Land, fire-fights with constantly probing enemy
units and several all-out assaults by the Chinese against our MLR
defensive positions. At that point, I had been Thrust Into Combat
and was scared as HELL!
There I was, with absolutely no previous combat experience,
expected by all those infantry guys to provide the artillery support
for them, when & where they might need it (which turned out to
be almost every night, and sometimes day). I realized that I would
have to learn quickly to do what was expected of me - and to
just live through this!
During the first 4 or 5 days, we mostly experienced random
incoming artillery and mortar fire from the Chinese - harassing
& interdiction (H&I) fires, as it is called. Our units did the same
against the Chinese to our north. Just behind our MLR, we had
self-propelled Quad-Fifties firing H&I fires, directly over our
heads, into enemy positions to our north. These 50-cal. machine
guns were mounted on vehicles with tracks on the rear (like
tanks), with 4 guns on each vehicle. Those guys would fire those
guns all night long, at random intervals, just to harass the enemy.
You could not sleep with that going on. Generally we didn’t try
to sleep at night anyhow. It was too dangerous, as nighttime was
when the enemy nearly always made their probes and assaults.
We mostly had to get our sleep in during daylight hours.
During my first few days on the MLR, the enemy chose not to
make any probes or assaults. I was still trying to get my feet on
the ground, still scared as hell, and was just beginning to get to
know some of the Infantry guys of L Company. About the 2nd or
3rd day after I arrived, L Co decided to send out a small-size
patrol to scout out some suspected newly established enemy
positions. Fortunately for me, they decided not to take the FO
Continued next page...
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Anthem Veterans Memorial

"Thrust Into Combat" from p12...
with them for this mission. Within the hour, they got involved in a
firefight with a Chinese unit, and radioed for help. Our Captain,
feeling responsible for sending them out on perhaps an
unnecessary patrol, decided to go out with a platoon to reinforce
them. In about an hour, they came back in, dragging the Captain
with them. They brought him, in bad shape, with head and upperbody wounds, his face covered with blood, right into my OP
bunker. I was scared as hell! Within a few minutes, they got him
down off the hill, and a helicopter flew him back to a MASH
unit. I never saw him again. 1LT Thompson, our XO, took
command of L Co at that moment and would remain in command
until 16Apr53, when he was KIA in the vicinity of Pork Chop
Hill.
K Co was located next to us, on our right (east). This unit had
an outpost just a short distance out in front of the MLR, known
simply as “King Co. Outpost.” From the 1st day I got there,
their outpost was taking a pounding from the enemy, and it had
changed possession 2 or 3 times. On my 3rd day on the hill, I
learned that LT Little had been killed on that outpost on 29Oct52
- his 3rd day on the MLR! This did NOT help my morale one
bit! Now I was even more scared than the 1st day. A few days
later, we got orders from Battalion to take a platoon from my
unit, L Co, and relieve the K Co platoon on the outpost. I had to
go with that platoon, as the FO. During the 48 hrs. that I was on
the outpost, a mortar shell landed right between two of our G.I.s,
about 10 yards from me, killing them both.
It was about this time when I got a call from my “Charlie” Battery
CO, asking me if I wanted to transfer to the Division Air Section,
to serve as an Air Observer, a voluntary position. They were
short on air observers, due to rotations. I told my CO, “Sure,
I’d be glad to go anywhere - just get me off this hill!” So, I left
my FO team behind and went back south of the MLR, about 7
miles, to where our Air Section operated from a small Army dirt
air strip. I would fly my very first mission in a Cessna L-19, as
part of a 2-man team (a pilot and air observer), adjusting artillery
fire from the back seat using a map and radio, on 11Dec52.
I had been thrust into combat 46 days before, on the MLR.
Now, I was still in a combat role, but in a much different way. I
stayed there until I rotated home, after flying 219 missions.

The Anthem Veterans Memorial, located in Anthem Community
Council Community Park in Anthem, AZ is a monument
dedicated to honor the service and sacrifice of our country’s
armed forces. This pillar of pride provides a place of honor and
reflection for veterans, their family and friends, and those who
desire to show their respects to those service men and women
who have and continue to courageously serve our county.

Photo: Mike
Spinelli

The five pillars represent the unity of the five branches of the
United States military serving steadfast together. They are
staggered in size with their appropriate military seal placements
on each pillar based upon the Department of Defense prescribed
precedence.
At precisely 11:11 a.m. each Veterans Day (Nov. 11), the sun’s
rays pass through the ellipses of the five Armed Services pillars
to form a perfect solar spotlight over a mosaic of The Great
Seal of the United States.
Additionally, the brick pavers
within the Circle of Honor are
inscribed with the names of U.S.
servicemen and women,
symbolizing the ‘support’ for the
Armed Forces. The pavers are
red, the pillars are white, and the
sky is blue to represent
America’s flag. The circle
represents an unbreakable
border.
Photo: Anthem Community Council
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McHenry Banner Was Special Order
The flag that flew over Fort McHenry (Baltimore) in 1813 was
the result of a special commission by the fort’s commander, MAJ
George Armistead. He wanted a flag so large that the British
could not miss it should they attack the fort that guarded Baltimore
harbor.
Mary Pickersgill, a local flag maker,
was commissioned to make 2
flags…one to be 17x25’ and the
other to be an enormous 30x42’
garrison flag to be made from
woolen bunting. Mrs. Pickersgill,
and her team of 4 or 5
seamstresses, worked for 6
weeks to complete the project,
using about 400 yards of bunting.
The attachment point, known as
the hoist, was reinforced so that
Mary Pickersgill, chief
seamstress of the flag.

if it was struck by enemy fire it
would not be torn away from the
flagpole. This hand-sewn flag,
with 18” cotton stars, weighed 50 pounds and required 11 men
to hoist it up the flagpole.

The Star Spangled Banner that flew over Ft. McHenry in
mid-September, 1814.

The original flag
superimposed
over what would
have been the
size of the original
flag when it was
made.

It was delivered to Fort McHenry on 19Aug1813, over a year
before the Battle of Baltimore during which the fort was shelled
by British ships. During this shelling Francis Scott Key, an
American negotiator who was being held onboard the British
HMS Tonnant, could see the garrison’s flag still flying above
the fort. That led him to write a poem, “The Defence of Fort
McHenry,” describing what he had witnessed. The poem was
later set to the tune of a British drinking song and is now known
as our national anthem, “The Star Spangled Banner.”

Page 14

The flag that was flying over Ft. McHenry when
it was under attack. For scale, note the man
standing at the bottom of the flag.
The original flag is in the Smithsonian Institution, in very delicate
condition. It is interesting to note that the flag has 15 stripes
instead of the normal 13. A replica was to be hand-stitched by
more than 150 volunteers this past summer, in the same 6-week
time period it took the original flag to be completed.
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Early Enlisted's Bunks
Based on an article by Ephriam Dickson III, Call To Duty,
Sep2014
After the Civil War, the standard bunking for enlisted personnel
was 2-tier, double bunks. These could accommodate 2 soldiers
sleeping head-to-toe on each level. The bunks were 5’10” in
length and just 4’ wide. CPT John S. Billings, an assistant surgeon
in the U.S. Army’s Medical Department in the 1870s, described
them
as
“relics of
barbarism.”
This photo
shows an
example of
the original
double
bunks that is
preserved
today in the Reconstructed setup of Ft. Larned, KS
A r m y ’ s barracks in the 1860s.
historical Photo: Nat’l Park Service photo.
collection at the U.S. Army Center of Military History’s Museum
Support Center at Fort Belvoir, VA.
At the Army’s establishment, enlisted soldiers were provided
with straw and a blanket. Bunks were first required in 1821,
when soldiers slept together in pairs as “bunkies,” The bunks
were designed to be easily disassembled for cleaning every
Saturday, as directed by Army regulations. By 1844, the
Secretary of War called for the replacement of double bunks
with single bedsteads made of iron. Lack of funding resulted in
only a few being purchased and the wooden bunks remained
the standard until after the Civil War.

In the decade that followed, sheets, pillows and spring mattresses
became the standard. This change in design of the Army bunk
reflected the overall larger trend to improve the enlisted
experience, and to attract better quality personnel, an important
trend in the continued professionalization of the U.S. Army.
Shown here is an example of the iron and wooden bunks still in
use in the 1940s & 50s.

1940s & 50s bunks made of iron and wood.
Photo: US Military Historical Collection

7ID Featured in Museum
The National Museum of the United States Army, to be located
in Fort Belvoir, VA, is going to have an exhibit concerning the
Korean War that will feature a patrol of 7ID troops around a
M38A1 Jeep. The scene will depict them near Hyesanjin, North
Korea, along the Yalu River in Manchuria in November 1950.

In 1870, CPT Billings conducted a study
of Army living conditions, focusing on
hygiene. He successfully argued that these
wooden bunks promoted overcrowding
and affected soldiers’ health and readiness.
Congress then funded a new design for
single iron bunks. By 1875, when CPT
CPT John
Billings published a follow-up report, he
Billings.
proudly wrote, “I am very glad to say
Photo: Nat’l Library that the double and two-story wooden
of Medicine
bunks are now very nearly abolished.”

A restored Korean Warera M38A1 Jeep.
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Punchbowl Murals
Some years ago Doug Halbert took some photographs of the
colorful murals at Punchbowl National Cemetery in Honolulu. They
show the US forces locations and invasion routes. This is just a
small sampling of them – the murals cover much more than WWII
and Korea.

Kwajalein
Island
Islands off the west cost of Okinawa

Overview
of
Okinawa

Distribution of forces,
Korea Dec’50

Inchon Landing, Sep’50

The Yonabaru
area of
Okinawa

Close-up of US positions, Korea Dec’50
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From Your Treasurer
First, I wish to personally thank those hardy members who made
it to our biennial Reunion in Tacoma, WA, September 3rd - 6th.
Our organization is in for some tough sledding ahead but there is
a core of members that are doing everything possible to ensure
the Association’s continued existence. Most important is that
our finances allow us to keep publishing The Hourglass twice
yearly.
I am pleased to report that our 266 "dues exempt" Members
(those 85 or over) who lost dues exempt status when we
changed the Constitution on September 4th, are responding in a
very positive manner, some even sending thank-you notes along
with their dues checks. This positive response is going to
contribute significantly to the longevity of our Organization.
The 2015-17 dues of $50.00 became due and payable on July
1, 2015, however, there are still a lot of you out there who have
not paid. Please look at the label on this Hourglass. If it says
“Due Now” you are in arrears and need to get your check in to
me. If they are not paid by January 1, 2016 you will be placed
on the Inactive list and this Hourglass will be the last you will
receive.
I recently sent an eMail message to 29 of our WWII veterans
and 12 of them were returned reporting that the message was
"Undeliverable". Please keep your eMail addresses up to date
as it is the most efficient and least costly method of
communication. If you are not sure that I have your correct eMail
address, please send me a confirmation at <treasurer@7ida.us>.
Just send it from your current address and put “eMail address
confirmation” in the subject line and your name in the body of
the eMail so I'll know who's record to update.
Thank you all for your continuing support of and participation in
the Association.
Doug Halbert

Treasurer & Roster Manager

Operating Statement
4/1/2015 through 9/30/2015 (Cash Basis)
INCOME
Deposits Reunion 2015
$ 2,745.00
Donations
Booster
692.35
Postage
21.00
UNARx Plan
24.00
Unrestricted
3,345.79
Total Donations
4,083.14
Dues Income
Dues:2015-17
6,975.00
Dues in Reserve
600.00
Interest Income
19.59
Quartermaster Sales
2,143.65
TOTAL INCOME
$ 16,566.38
EXPENSES
Computer
Domain Registration
Web Site
Total Computer
Hourglass
Interest Expense
Merchandise Inventory
Postage
Treasurer
Quartermaster
Total Postage
Quartermaster
Inventory Purchases
Miscellaneous
Shipping supplies
Total Quartermaster
Reunion 2015
TOTAL EXPENSES
OVERALL TOTAL

179.91
283.30
463.21
6,380.00
1.00
772.78
294.00
361.31
655.31
882.00
76.30
27.24
985.54
6,783.79
$ 16,041.63
$
524.75

Balance Sheet - As of 9/30/2015
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts
Bank of America - 33409918020
$27,462.43
Certificate of Deposit
1,502.41
Petty Cash - Quartermaster
300.00
Total Bank Accounts
28,964.84
Credit Card Accounts
B of A Corporate Credit Card
-1,288.62
Total Credit Card Accounts
-1,288.62
LIABILITIES
Pending Reimbursement
0.00
TOTAL LIABILITIES
0.00
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY
$27,976.22
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Last Enola Gay Crewman Died

QM's Corner

VFW Oct’14
On 29Jul14 the last crewmember of the Enola Gay, Theodore
“Dutch” Van Kirk, died at age 93. The Enola Gay was the
B-29 that dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima in 1945. Van
Kirk was the navigator and was the last survivor of the 12-man
crew, which was part of the 509th Composite Bomb Group.

My wife Mickey and I had a great time at the Tacoma reunion.
You missed a good one if you weren’t there. The Quartermaster
Store merchandise was shipped to the Hotel Murano for sale to
the Reunion attendees. The new black T-shirts, which we have
in Med, Large, XL, and XXL sold briskly as expected. The
remaining gray Tshirts (available only in M and L) are now on
sale for only $7 with no other purchase required to get this price.
We cannot accept credit card orders over the phone, so please
use the web site with PayPal or send me a check for your order.
Please include an email address or phone number so I can contact
you if necessary. Please specify your desired shirt size and
whether you want right or left-facing versions of the 31st Regiment
crests or the 7th ID epaulet pins. In the last four months we had
60 orders that were filled and 10 New Member welcome
packets were sent out.

Van Kirk, back row, second from right, in a photograph
of the Enola Gay’s crew .

When we visited the 7th Infantry Division Headquarters we saw
that the 7th now has soldiers in Afghanistan, so we asked the
7ID Commanding General, MG James, if he would like that
included on our new sticker. His answer was an emphatic, “Yes!”
The new sticker now better reflects that the 7th Infantry Division
is proudly, actively serving America once again.
Recently, I was wearing one of the new black T-shirts at a
restaurant where I had gone for breakfast and, when I was
walking out, a fellow asked about my time in the 7th Infantry
Division. He was a former 7IDA member and shortly after our
conversation he rejoined the Association. Always try to wear
something with the 7th Infantry Division or the Association when
you’re in public so fellow veterans will inquire about your
connection to these things and maybe even join us.

Dan McPharlin

Quartermaster
102 Danvers Court
Oakley, CA 94561-5047
Tel: (925) 308-4337
eMail: <qm@7ida.us>

The Enola Gay, somewhere in the Pacific theater.
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The Quartermaster’s Store
http://7ida.us/

th

7 IDA Insignia Decal
4½" diameter
$4.00 each

Hat Pins

Lapel Pin

$5.00 each

$7.00 each

Dog Tag Key Ring
$9.00 each

Car Window Decal
2¾" diameter.
$3.50 each

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each

7th IDA Tie Bar
$9.00 each

Unit Pins

Round Key Ring

The authorized 7th ID unit
pins. One for each epaulet.
$7.00 each

$9.00 each

Crests $7.00 each

th

31st Infantry
Regiment

17 Infantry
Regiment

32nd Infantry
Regiment

Military Belt
Black web belt with brass
military 7th Inf. Div. belt buckle.
$15.00 each

7th IDA License Plate Holder

7th IDA Bumper Sticker
Pricing
1 .......... $ 7.00
2 .......... $ 11.00
3 .......... $15.00

$3.00 each

4 .......... $19.00
5 .......... $23.00
6 .......... $27.00

◆
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7th IDA Patch

Hourglass Patch

$5.00 each

$6.50 each

Caps
The official Association “bill cap”,
one size fits all. Available in red,
black or white. State preference.
$14.00 each

7th ID Historical CDs
In FREE Adobe Reader PDF format.
$9.00 each
1952 Yearbook
History of the 7th Div in Korea,
Published by the 7ID Public
Information Office with photos by
the 7th Signal Co. and the US
Army Signal Corps.

7th ID “Hourglass” cap, one size
fits all. Available in black only.
$14.00 each

7th IDA Challenge Coin
1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces. Obverse is red, white and
black enamel w/clear epoxy coating. Reverse is red, black and
bronze.
10.00 each
2 for $18.00
5 for $40.00

1954 Yearbook
300 pages of photos and text
originally printed by Division
Command.

7th IDA Souvenir Brass Coin
Association Publications
"The Hourglass" 1946 - 2011 plus
Yearbooks for 1974, 1977, 1981,
1985, 1991 & 1995.

7th Inf. Div. (light), 1980’s & 90’s, 1½" diameter.
$3.00 each

NEW!

Packing & shipping included. State color & size choices.
Make check, for the total cost of your order payable to:
“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:
th
7 Infantry Division Association
Dan McPharlin, Quartermaster
102 Danvers Court
Oakley, CA 94561-5047
Tel: (925) 308-4337
<qm@7ida.us>

th

7 IDA T-shirts
Black only
M, L, XL or XXL
Call QM for available sizes.
$20.00 each

special

While they last, gray T-shirts,
M & L only
$7.00 each
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The 2015 7th IDA Reunion

Harrison Hall, headquarters building of the 7th
The Division’s flag flying proudly Infantry Division at JBLM.
in front of the HQ building.

The head from the statue of
Sadam Hussein captured by
the 555th Engineers in Iraq.
COL Tim Holman explaining the history
of Harrison Hall to Walter Davenport,
The CPT Meriwether
Billy Kelly and John Naastad. (Sorry
Memorial Park, that
The entrance hallway leading into the ladies, I couldn’t identify you from the
commemorates the
Division’s conference room. That’s a back/side of your heads.)
exploits of the 1804-06
LOT of subordinate units!
Lewis & Clark expedition that explored
the American west from St. Louis to the
Oregon coast. CPT Meriwether & his
dog “Seaman” are on the pedestal on
the left and Sergeant John Ordway’s is
on the right pedestal. Of note is that the
flag only has 15 stars.

Looking at a TPz Fuchs NBC
(nuclear, biological, chemical)
recon vehicle on display at the Ft.
Lewis Museum.
John Hemphill stands next to the
dedication plaque showing where he was the head of the committee
who designed and installed the park at the entrance to Ft. Lewis.

◆
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MG Thomas
James, Jr.,
Commanding
General, 7ID,
gives
his
address at
Saturday’s
dinner.

John Bullard, Carol Lane, John Naastad,
SFC Randall Markgraf (background),
Rosemary Naastad, Joan & Don
Lanternier and Don & Betty Burns reading
letters written to the Association by Korean
school children, as part of a program of
Korea’s Ministry of Patriots & Veterans Affairs.

The active duty dinner table. Spc Dave Shresta (rifle bearer),
SSG David Dobson (NCOIC), SGT Carol Hughes (7ID flag
bearer), Spc Innocent Charbonier (rifle bearer), SGT Aaron
Frick (US flag bearer), SFC Randall Markgraf (7IDA member)
and SFC Rockney Randolph (audio-visual technician).

Shiela Patterson, Mickey McPharlin, Jerry Cuslidge, Billy
Kelly, Robert Patterson, Evelyn Kelly, Rosemary Naastad,
Dan McPharlin, John Scofield and Robert Fleak swap
memories on Thursday.

MG James and Levi Haire talk after
the general’s speech.
Rosemary Naastad, Judge Don
Lanternier, John Bullard & Carol Lane
in the Hospitality Room helping themselves
to the sandwich buffet. The buffet was
courtesy of Gene & Judy Richards.
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Charles Cook shows off
his formal and semi-formal
kilts. In the photo on the left
he is wearing the official
Army tartan, and in the
photo on the right he is
wearing his family’s tartan.
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John & Doris Schofield head for
the bus. The doorman served with
the 101st Airborne, and was very
nice to the group.

Billy Kelly, Charles Cook, Evelyn Kelly,
MAJ Latham, Joan Lanternier, Doug
Halbert & Don Lanternier waiting in the
Murano’s lobby to leave for our tour of JBLM.

Walter Davenport & Billy
Kelly chatting while waiting to
board the bus on Saturday

Brandon Holden, our tour
bus driver, got that huge bus
around effortlessly. He is
also a member of the Army
National Guard.
All loaded up and ready to go - headed for the Lancer
consolidated dining facility on the North Fort.

WWII barracks on the North Fort of JBLM. In the background
are the supply room & mess hall. The orderly room and CO’s
office were in the small building in the foreground, and troops
were housed, by platoon, in the 2-story barracks. They are still
in use occasionally and a similar set of buildings housed the Basic
Training Co, E-1-1, Jerry Piller commanded in 1969.

Getting off the bus at the dining facility. Betty Burns,
Dennis, Raquel & Pat Davenport, Evelyn & Billy
Kelly, Mickey McPharlin, Robert Fleak, Shiela
Patterson, Dan McPharlin, Don Lanternier, Robert
Patterson, Don & Betty Burns, Walter & Eddie
Davenport and Karen Odberg.

◆
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Chow time! John & Doris Schofield, Evelyn & Billy
Kelly, Dan McPharlin, John Naastad, David Keefe,
Jerry Cuslidge, Robert Fleak, MAJ Latham, Charles
Cook and Dennis Davenport enjoy their meals.The
dining facility is quite a change from the mess halls of
old! Now, instead of eating what you’re served,
personnel get their choice of an almost endless number
of items.

COL Jeff Bryan, who brought the Korean children’s
letters to Saturday’s banquet, with his wife Liana.
(L to R) Karen Odberg, Walter Davenport, Jr., Walter
Davenport, Billy Kelly, Donna Wietlisbach, Pat
Davenport, & Glenn Odberg talking while they eat on
Thursday in the Hospitality Room.

Charles Cook and
Joe Wietlisbach
look at some old
photographs of 7ID
troops. Note the
unit patches of
some of the units
(L to R) Mickey McPharlin, Billy Kelly, John Hemphill
assigned to the 7ID (MG, AUS, Ret), Dan McPharlin, Robert Patterson,
in the windows.
Sheila Patterson & Rosemary Naastad enjoy each
other’s company in the Hospitality Room on Thursday.
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Shiela Patterson, Mickey McPharlin, Jerry Cuslidge
and Billy Kelly socializing on Thursday.

Jerry Piller (Hourglass Editor), Dan McPharlin
(Quartermaster), and Jerry Cuslidge at the
Quartermaster table.

Pat, Walter Jr., &
Eddie Davenport
in the Hospitality
Room on Thursday

John Naastad, Don & Joan Lanternier, and
Rosemary Naastad enjoying the buffet.

Robert
Patterson
entertaining
the group with
his bagpipes
on Thursday.

David Keefe
looks over his
1951 OCS
yearbook.
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Reunion Review - It Was a Hit!
by Jerry Piller, Editor
Well, the 2015 Tacoma reunion is over and it was one of the
best ever, according to the 19 members who attended. The
accommodations, activities, and the fellowship were great.
Thursday was registration day, as usual, and everyone checked
in as expected. We had a great, catered sandwich buffet courtesy
of Judy Richards. She wanted to honor Gene’s birthday (Sept.
13th) and the members who were attending the reunion. THANK
YOU - it was delicious! Gene & Judy were unable to attend, at
the last minute, because of a medical issue but they wanted
everyone to know they were thinking of us.
Friday was an “open day” and attendees went off in many different
directions, exploring the Seattle/Tacoma area, including the Space
Needle and Mt. Rainier. Due to the low-hanging clouds, the
mountain was never visible from the reunion site, and even those
folks who drove up to the mountain saw very little of it. There
was a special meeting of the membership in the afternoon to
attend to the matter of the changes to the Constitution and Bylaws, that had to be taken care of before the General Membership
meeting on Saturday.
Saturday was the real highlight of the reunion. The group took a
chartered bus, along with MAJ Adam Latham of the activeduty 7th Div., for a tour of the Ft. Lewis section of Joint Base
Lewis-McChord (JBLM).
We first went to the Lewis Army Museum where we looked at
a large number of historic vehicles, all the way from Jeeps to
tanks. Inside the museum there were exhibits ranging from the
Lewis & Clark expedition of the early 1800s up through the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Especially interesting was the 7th
Inf. Div. area as well as the WWII and Korean War sections.

Our final stop was at 7th Division headquarters where we were
met by the Commanding General, MG Thomas James, Jr.,
and his Chief of Staff, COL Tim Holman. MG James shook
hands with every one of us as we got off the bus, welcoming us
to his Hq. COL Holman then gave us a brief tour of the
headquarters. It was very gracious of them to give up time on
their days off during the Labor Day weekend to personally show
us around. They went “above and beyond” to make us feel
welcome and important.
As we left JBLM we stopped at the Captain Meriwether Lewis
Memorial Park, which commemorates the exploratory expedition
from St. Louis to Oregon and back in 1804-06. The memorial
park was the brainchild of Assn. member MG John Hemphill
(Ret.), who was the Chairman of the committee that designed
and raised the funds for the park. Ft. Lewis was named in honor
of CPT Lewis.
Then it was back on the bus to the hotel so that we could conduct
the General Membership meeting. That being concluded, we
took a short break and then gathered at the evening’s banquet.
The 7ID supplied a color guard and MG James, his wife, Chelle,
and MAJ Latham also joined us for dinner. Member Robert
Patterson piped in the colors playing the “The Army Song” on
his bagpipe. MG James was the keynote speaker and gave a
very polished, and off-the-cuff, talk concerning the current
activities of the 7ID.
Sunday morning was “farewell” for the group. Some folks had
to leave prior to the group breakfast, so it was not as wellattended as the banquet. But it was made memorable by Robert
Patterson and his bagpipe, this time playing “Amazing Grace”
for the group.

After the museum we went to the “Lancer” consolidated dining
facility, known as a DFAC, on the North Fort section of JBLM.
It was quite a shock to those of us who remember the mess halls
of old. Now, they are more like a fast food/cafeteria operation,
with choices galore of almost anything you’d like to eat. It was
almost incentive enough to make one want to re-enlist! We also
drove through the old WWII barracks area that is in the process
of finally being demolished, but is still used on occasion for
housing Reservists and ROTC personnel. For those of us who
had been stationed at Ft. Lewis, this brought back many
memories.
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A Century of Service
In December 2017 the 7th Infantry
Division will celebrate its 100th birthday
and the active-duty 7ID is considering
holding a birthday celebration at that time. Please keep this in
mind when you are giving your preferred reunion site choices,
as outlined on p29.
2017 is when we would normally hold our next Reunion and
Fort Lewis might be an excellent location for it.
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Reunion Business Meetings
General Meeting
The General Meeting of the membership was held in the Torcello
Room of the Murano Hotel at 1600 hours, 05Sep15. Members
present were: Doug Halbert, Jerry Piller, Billy Kelly, Joseph
Wietlisbach, David Keefe, John Bullard, John Naastad, Glenn
Odberg, Robert Patterson, Dan McPharlin, Robert Fleak, Jerry
Cuslidge, Walter Davenport and John Schofield. A quorum being
present, the meeting was called to order at 1610 hours by Doug
Halbert, in the absence of any Governor being present.
Robert Fleak moved, and John Naastad seconded, that the
minutes of the last meeting, held in 2013, be accepted as
published in The Hourglass. The motion passed unanimously.
Doug Halbert gave the Treasurer’s report. The current financial
status of the Association will be published in the Winter 2015
issue of The Hourglass. Succinctly, the Association has
approximately $25,000 net assets. The Murano Hotel was
gracious enough to not require us to meet the terms of our contract
with them in regards to the numbers of guest rooms and meals
that the Association would require. This saved our Association
about $4500.00. If this had not happened, it would have been
catastrophic to the Association.
In accordance with the changes adopted at the By-laws meeting
on 04Sep15, Honored Members will now be required to pay
the biennial dues. The Treasurer will notify them and advise them
they need to resume paying their dues. We may lose a few
members because of this, but there are quite a few of the Honored
Members who are already voluntarily paying their dues. Billy
Kelly moved, and David Keefe seconded, a motion to have the
Treasurer send the Honored Members a notice of this change in
their dues status. The motion passed unanimously. Right now
we have enough funds to continue publishing the newsletter for
a couple years and, if we continue to get dues, publication will
continue indefinitely. Robert Fleak moved, and John Naastad
seconded, that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. It was
passed unanimously.
The recommendations of the Officer’s meeting that was held
04Sep15 were discussed. David Keefe questioned the 25%
requirement and thought the attendance was more dependent
upon the location where a reunion might be held. He stated that
getting 25% of the membership to request a reunion was almost

an impossibility. He asked if we could ask the membership, via
The Hourglass, where they would like the next reunion to be
held. Jerry Piller, newsletter editor, said that could easily be done
in the next issue of The Hourglass. A “reply by” date of 31Jan16
was suggested.
“This reunion has been great,” David Keefe stated, and there
was agreement all around from the other members at the meeting.
Especially enjoyable was the guided tour of Joint Base LewisMcChord. Keefe asked how we could get more active-duty
7ID personnel to join our Association. John Naastad related
that the current generation of soldiers are not “joiners” - for
whatever the reason - and he doesn’t expect them to be a
significant source of new members.
The next item considered was the election of officers. Officers
are elected until their term expires or the next reunion is held,
whichever comes later. So, unless we have a reunion, officers
are “stuck” in their positions.
With the end of Gene Richards’ term, at this reunion, and for
Gene’s health reasons, we need to “elevate” Richard Patterson,
our 1st Vice President, to the position of “President Pro Tem” in
accordance with our Constitution & By-laws. Doug will notify
him of this.
Doug Halbert moved, and Billy Kelly seconded, a motion to
elect the governors now serving (but eliminated in the adopted
changes to the Constitution & By-laws) to fill the positions that
are now open. The motion passed unanimously. George Boggs,
Sr. will serve until 2019, Richard Hazelmyer will serve until 2017,
Ken Mattingly will serve until 2017, Henry Mills will serve until
2019, Vilas Morris will serve until 2019 and Richard Steinmetz
will serve until 2017. This fills the new number of Governors
that comprise the Board of Governors.
There was no Old Business.
There was no New Business.
It was moved by John Naastad, and seconded by Joseph
Wietlisbach, to adjourn the meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 1724 hours.
Jerry Piller
Recorder
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By-Laws Meeting

Association Officers' Meeting

A meeting to vote on the proposed changes to the Constitution
and By-laws that were published in the Summer 2015 issue of
The Hourglass was held on 04Sep15 at 1630 hours in Room
400 (7IDA Hospitality Room) of the Murano Hotel. Present at
this meeting were: Doug Halbert, Dan McPharlin, Jerry Piller,
John Hemphill, Don Burns, Jerry Cuslidge, Billy Kelly, Robert
Patterson and John Schofiled.

The Association’s officers met and conducted their business
meeting on 04Sep15 at 0700 hours in the Lido Room of the
Murano Hotel. Present were: Doug Halbert, Treasurer; Dan
McPharlin, Quartermaster; and Jerry Piller, Hourglass Editor.
At this brief meeting, it was confirmed that there would be a
meeting in the Hospitality Room this afternoon, at 1630 hours,
to discuss with the members in attendance at the reunion the
proposed changes to the Constitution and By-laws that were
printed in the Summer 2015 issue of The Hourglass.

Doug Halbert conducted the meeting in the absence of any of
the Governors. Doug reported that we aren’t able to meet the
quorum requirements (75% of registered attendees) for this
meeting, but we must conduct the Association’s business. It was
moved by Billy Kelly, seconded by Robert Patterson that the
quorum requirement be suspended and the meeting be continued.
There was little discussion about the proposed changes. Dan
McPharlin noted that the Quartermaster position is an elected
office, but he is willing to serve even if we do not have any more
organized reunions at which he could be re-elected to his position.
Doug Halbert (Treasurer) and Jerry Piller (The Hourglass editor)
expressed the same sentiment concerning their positions.
It was moved by Billy Kelly and seconded by Robert Patterson,
to adopt the proposed changes to the Constitution and By-laws
as published in the Summer 2015 edition of The Hourglass.
The motion passed unanimously with very little discussion.

Also discussed was the General Membership meeting to be held
on 05Sep15. At that meeting the proposed changes mentioned
above will be voted on, the election of any necessary officers
will be conducted, and a discussion about any future reunions
will take place. There was a consensus that our biennial reunions
may not be practical in light of our aging, and declining,
membership. Future reunions would be contingent on the request
from 25% of the membership that a reunion be held.
In lieu of an “organized” reunion it was suggested that possibly
ad hoc “mini reunions” be held by members wanting to gather
from time to time. The Association would support these gatherings
with clerical support. The Association would be kept active by
means of publishing The Hourglass twice a year, maintaining
the web site, collecting dues, and maintaining the membership
roster. This will continue until such time as it becomes financially
impossible to continue these basic activities of the Association.

The meeting was adjourned at 1645 hours.
Jerry Piller
Recorder

Jerry Piller
Recorder

KP in Korea circa 1967
The following is a reprint of an UPI article in, most likely, the
Korea Edition of Stars & Stripes, during the time Johnny
Wilson served there with the 1/31st Inf Rgt in 1967.
“Rep. Samuel Stratton, D-NY, has asked the Army to investigate
a system which servicemen say forces them to pay Koreans to
perform kitchen duties for them.
Stratton acted after receiving complaints from servicemen. He
said he believed most servicemen would rather take KP duties
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once a week than go out on patrol, which “now frequently
involves combat operations” in Korea. But instead they are
required to pay $7.50 to $10 a month - a lot of money for lower
grade enlisted men - to Koreans “for the privilege of going on
combat patrol and getting shot at,” he told a news conference.
Stratton said a pretense was made that the payments were
voluntary, but every payday a line was formed alongside the
regular pay line and each man was expected to fork over his KP
fee.
He said the problem evidently stemmed from diplomatic
agreements which make it difficult to discharge Koreans who
have been working for American units.”
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Future Reunions…Will We or Won’t We?
With the low attendance at the recent Tacoma reunion, there is a
very good chance that it was the last organized reunion the
Association will hold. A sad fact, but a real possibility. Our bylaws state we will hold a reunion every 2 years “whenever
possible.” But it does not mandate a reunion regardless of the
situation. Unfortunately, the current situation of declining
membership and low attendance does not support future
Association-sponsored reunions

Doug Halbert
Treasurer, 7IDA
308 Cortland Way
Roswell, GA 30076
<treasurer@7ida.us>

The deadline for you expressing your interest in, and
preferred location for, a future reunion is January 31, 2016.

1969

Future reunions depend on all of you, the membership. If you
don’t support reunions with your attendance, they just cannot,
and will not, be held. A meeting of the officers of the Association
held at the reunion took the position that unless 25% of the
membership requested a reunion, and actually “put their money
where their mouth is” by registering for a reunion, the Association
would not be holding any future reunions.
It all comes down to a matter of finances. To get a venue that is
suitable, we need a significant number of attendees to stay there,
and enough members at the banquet to make it worthwhile to
the venue to host us. If it were not for the generosity of the Hotel
Murano not holding us to the terms of our contract with them,
we would have had to pay about $4500 out of our treasury to
cover the un-rented accommodations. That figure is almost 20%
of the total funds available to us.

Jerry Piller
Editor, The Hourglass
356 Kaiola Place
Kihei, HI 96753
<hourglass@7ida.us>

2015

The Editor’s on-base
housing, Quarters 2434A, located on Stryker
Ave. in the Clarkdale housing area of JBLM as it looked
in 1969, and today.

So, here’s the deal…let us know where you would be willing to
go to, to attend a reunion. List your first 3 choices and your level
of commitment to attending if a reunion was held at that location.
For example: 1st choice = Ft. Benning, GA, 100%; 2nd choice =
Washington, DC, 75%, or Denver, CO = 30%. These are just
examples, not actual choices for you to consider. List 3 places
where you would like the Association to hold a reunion, and
how likely you would be to attend if a reunion were to be held at
that location. If we get enough interest for a particular location
then we can start considering whether or not to hold a reunion.

Challenge Coin
A “challenge coin” was given to all soldiers of the 17th Inf
Rgt at the Replacement Co. when they were leaving Korea
during the war. If the soldier took it to the Top of The Mark
restaurant in San Francisco it could be redeemed for a shot
of whiskey.

All of the members who were at the reunion felt the entire
membership should be given the opportunity to weigh in on this
issue. So, it’s time for you all to do so. It is up to you!
Send in your reunion input to either Doug Halbert, Treasurer, or
Jerry Piller, The Hourglass editor. Here’s their contact
information:

The coin pictured above was given to Member Charles
Cook, who brought it to the Reunion.

◆
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Combat Pay Thru The Ages
Combat pay, known by a number of names, has been paid in
some form since 1944. This a brief overview of how combat
pay has been paid to US service members.
WWII - $10
In 1944, Ernie Pyle wrote a column urging that soldiers in combat
should get “fight pay” just as airmen were paid “flight pay.”
Congress passed a law authorizing $10 a month extra pay for
combat infantrymen. The legislation was called “The Ernie Pyle
bill.” Unfortunately, Combat Medics were not eligible for this
additional $10 for reasons involving the obligations agreed to
under the Geneva Convention Rules of War.
Korean War - $45
Korean Defense 1968-73 - $65
Combat pay was paid only to US personnel assigned north of
the Imjin River, along the DMZ. If you received 6 months combat
pay you were also eligible to wear a combat unit patch on the
right sleeve of your uniform. Prior to Apr’68 a service member
had to be wounded and receive the Purple Heart to receive
combat pay, and then only for the month that he was wounded.
Vietnam War - $65
All of those assigned in RVN were paid hostile fire pay (combat
pay) while in-country. As long as you were in-country, you drew
hostile fire pay no matter what your MOS was…supply clerk,
truck driver, personnel clerk, infantry soldier - all got the same
$65.00 per month. There were some civilians (State Dept, DOD,
DAC), and even military personnel, that did not receive hazardous
duty pay…a forward observer on a mountain-top installation in
Laos did not get combat pay because he was on one of those
“clandestine” outposts that the US government denied existed.
Current - $225
Service members assigned or deployed to a combat zone receive
“combat pay” (now officially called “imminent danger pay”) at
the rate of $225.00 per month. Combat benefits are paid starting
the month you arrive and end the month you leave, not how
many days you are in theater.

Editor’s Perspective
The reunion in Tacoma was a resounding success, except for
the small number of attendees. However, those who did attend
had a great time! Check out the photos of our activities on pp2125 of this issue. As they say, “You shoulda been there!”
I was able to explore Ft. Lewis, unescorted, on the Friday “open”
day and found my old quarters on base that I lived in 45 years
ago. Now they are occupied by enlisted personnel, whereas in
my day they were officer’s quarters. The only major difference
is a new paint scheme and the carport is now a garage (see
photo p29). I also found the area where I was the commander
of a Basic Training unit on the No. Fort (see photo p23).
Our membership is declining and getting older with every passing
day, and only the generosity of the Murano Hotel kept us from a
huge financial “hit” on our treasury. The really pressing issue is
whether we’ll have another reunion, and that is all up to you, the
Membership.
This photo is of
the flags flying on
the front of my
home on the 4th
of July. I had
ordered the 7ID
flag awhile back
and it arrived just
in time to fly it on
the holiday.
I didn’t get much feedback on the Summer issue so please keep
those letters, articles and photographs coming - they are what
make The Hourglass interesting and an important historical
document of the 7th Infantry Division. I should note that it is
now printed digitally making for sharper images and it also allows
us to use full color on more pages.
I hope you all have a Merry Christmas and happy holiday season.

The thousands of soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines deployed
to Kyrgyzstan, Bahrain, Qatar and Kuwait earn the same taxexempt benefits as the troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor
<hourglass@7ida.us>
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7th IDA Governing Council
Officers
Name
Richard A. Patterson
Ronald R. Levendoski
Vacant
Douglas J. Halbert
Daniel J. McPharlin
Jerry Piller

Office
President
Vice President
Executive Secretary
Treasurer
Quartermaster
Hourglass Editor

Term
2015-2017
2015-2017
2005-2017
2013-2017
2009-2017

Governors
George Boggs, Sr.
Richard Hazelmyer
Ken Mattingly

2007-2019
2005-2017
2009-2017

Henry E. Mills
Vilas “Sid” Morris
Richard Steinmetz

2013-2019
2007-2019
2005-2017

Membership Status

Recruiting Honor Roll

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Winter 2015

2015
2016
2017
2019
2021
2023
2025
2027

457
1
206
12
1
2
1
2

Submitted by:
Associate
Complimentary
Courtesy
Honorary
Special

61
1
3
2
12

Web Site
Eugene Clarke
Randall Markgraf
LeRoy Quernemoen
CSM Sam Murphy
Total New Members

Total Members in Good Standing - 761

4
2
1
1
1
9 (Includes 2 Active Duty)

I WANT YOU

7th IDA Booster Club
Winter 2015
Donald J. Burns
Joseph R. Clarkson
James E. Cumbest
John L. Dufour
Donald F. Dunbar
Douglas J. Halbert
Richard E. Hazelmyer
Ken R. Mattingly
Gene C. Richards
Richard C. Steinmetz
Total Boosters
Total Received:

10
$3,132.15
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New Member List
Organization
Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

31st Infantry Regiment
Clardy, James P.
Dunn, Glen E.
Etheredge, Raymond H.
Payne, Howard B.

2420 AN County Road 137
101 Dallas 132
395799 W 4068 Dr
1104 West 8th St.

Elkhart, TX 75839
Fordyce, AR 71742
Shiatook, OK 74070
El Dorado, AR 71730

(903) 764-1301
(870) 352-7460
(918) 396-2142
(870) 863-9261

A
A
A
A

32nd Infantry Regiment
Rude, James E.

33846 N Pickerel Dr

Richville, MN 56576

(218) 495-2406

Medical

48th Field Artillery Battalion
Kimball, Walter M.
42A Margin St.

Westerly, RI 02891

(401) 315-5530

A

Division Headquarters
Love, Jack H.
Renew, Louie D.

10204 Night Hawk Ave
15044 159th LN SE

JBLM, WA 98433
Yelm, WA 98597

(910) 987-9215
(360) 561-0426

DIV-CSM
HSC

Unknown
Goings, Kenneth

150 DelMar St

Indialantic, FL 32903

(321) 327-8171

Phone

Co/Batt

Total New Members - 9

You Are Invited...
to join the
th

7 Infantry Division Association
The official Association of the 7th ID since 1947
As an active duty member of the 7 th
Infantry Division enrollment is only
$10.00, and for as long as you are
assigned to the 7th Division you are
exempt from any further dues.
Please fill out the Membership Application
on page 11 of this issue and mail it, with
your check for $10.00, to the address
noted. Upon acceptance you will receive a
membership package containing your:
♦ Membership Card
♦ 7th IDA lapel pin
♦ 7th IDA decal for your vehicle
♦ Copy of the Association Constitution &
By Laws
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As a Member of the Association you will
receive your own copy of The Hourglass
mailed to you twice a year. You will also
have access to Membership information
via the Roster Manager. This will enable
you to keep contact with comrades you
have served with who have gone on to
other assignments.

We look to you new, proud members of
the re-activated 7th Infantry Division to
bring new spirit to the Association and
ensure its longevity.
President
Richard Patterson
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Today's 7ID

’s 7ID
Today
oday’s
7ID Has New Commander
• 3-2 Stryker Brigade Combat Team (SBCT)
completed its Nat’l Tng Ctr training rotation in
support of the XVIII Airborne Corps and the 75th
Ranger Regt. It also executed the first Yudh Abhyas,
an annual bilateral exercise of U.S. and India forces,
training exercise held at JBLM.

MG Thomas S. James, Jr.,
assumed command of the 7th
Infantry Division at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord this past August.
He was commissioned as an
Armor officer through ROTC at
The Citadel. As a captain he was
part of Desert Shield and Desert
Storm and, as a battalion
commander, he led “the Bandit
Battalion” of the 1st Armored
Division into Iraq during the early
days of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

•

Elements from 2-2 SBCT, 555th Eng Bde, 17th Field
Arty Bde (FAB), and 201st Expeditionary Military
Intelligence Bde participated in Talisman Saber, a
biennial combined forces exercise of Australian and
U.S. military forces.

•

The 2nd Inf Div Arty returned from the Nat’l Tng Ctr
this summer, ready to deliver effective fires.

•

17th FAB mobilized “Task Force First Round” to help
fight wildfires in the Pacific Northwest.

•

His awards and decorations include: Legion of Merit (three oak
leaf clusters); Bronze Star Medal (four oak leaf clusters);
Meritorious Service Medal (two oak leaf clusters); Army
Commendation Medal (three oak leaf clusters); Army
Achievement Medal (nine oak leaf clusters); the Parachutist
Badge; and the Ranger Tab.

The 2-2 SBCT hosted elements from the Japanese
Ground Self Defense Force at the Yakima Training
Center for Rising Thunder.

•

Elements from all major subordinate commands
participated in Ulchi Freedom Guardian 2015,
strengthening our ties with the Republic of Korea and
the members of its Armed Services.

From an article in The Greenville News, Greenville, NC
originally published 3-9-15.

•

Train, Advise and Assist Command - South (TAACS) continues to be the Div’s main effort in Afghanistan.
Their task is to train Afghanistan Nat’l Security
personnel in order to develop long-term ANSF
sustainability and posture the force for Resolute
Support.

He commanded the 4th Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division, for nearly
three years. He also has served as commandant of the Armor
School at Fort Benning Ga.

Commander’s Corner
MG Thomas James, Jr.
My wife Chelle and I are honored and humbled to have joined
the ranks of the 7th Infantry Division here at JBLM and we
enjoyed attending the 7th Inf Div Association for dinner at their
recent bi-annual Reunion in Tacoma.
This has been a busy time for the 7th Infantry Division. Here are
some of the highlights of recent Division activities:

I am honored to serve as the 7th Div Commanding General, and
pledge 110% of my efforts as we continue to build and sustain
readiness to fight and win in a complex world!
Trust in Me!

◆
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Medic’s Expert Field Medical
Badge Selection
By SGT Alicia Givens (including photos)
The 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team conducted the Lancer
Expert Field Medical Badge Candidate Selection, a 3-day
course, to ensure the best fit and qualified soldiers are being
selected to attend the upcoming EFMB course.

Spc. Hua,
assigned to 4/23
Inf Rgt, sprints
toward the finish
line to complete
the 2-mile run.

Unit Performs Ghostrider Stakes
By Spc Angelita Servito (including photos)
Gunfire and mortars echoed as soldiers from the 610th Engineer
Support Co conducted the company’s first Ghostrider Stakes
at Joint Base Lewis-McChord in April.
More than 12 teams, consisting of 3 to 4 soldiers each, competed
to earn the best Ghostrider Stakes Team and Soldier titles. The
purpose of the competition was to build camaraderie among
team members while reinforcing their warrior skills.
During the competition, the soldiers wore full combat gear,
consisting of a
primary weapon,
kneepads, elbow
pads, a CBRN
mask, and an
assault pack.
Competition
began at 0500 hrs
with a physical
fitness test where
the soldiers did
timed pushups and
situps. Then they
completed
6
additional stations,
which consisted of
CBRN (Chemical,
Biological,
CPL Brandt Jandro assembles a Radiological and
M4 rifle at one of the stations during Nuclear), medical,
the Ghostrider Stakes.
w e a p o n s ,
maintenance,
tactical movement, and communications.

Spc Hua and PFC Keith, both assigned to 4/23 Inf Rgt,
taking the 100-question written exam.
The course was executed in five phases which included a planning
phase, an Army Physical Fitness Test, a written test, Land
Navigation, and a 12-mile road march. The majority of events
appeared to be challenging for most soldiers, but none gave up
Continued on Page 35

Page 34

After completing each station they were given their next point,
which they had to locate using land navigation and each group
was given a different point for their first station. Upon completion
of each station, teams were given the point for their next station.
Each group of soldiers was expected to finish each station in a
15-30 minute time frame by showing the required knowledge
and skills to complete each station.

◆

▲
Winter 2015

The Hourglass

▲

Today
’s 7ID
oday’s
570th Sappers Conduct Trench Warfare Exercise
From War is Boring by Kevin Knodell (including photos)
“Target down!” Cadet Abigail Toth shouted after unleashing a
spray of buckshot. She and SGT Marcus Montez moved
through the enemy trench, trying to move quickly while navigating
the labyrinth of narrow, winding pathways.
It was part of a trench clearing exercise on 04Aug15 conducted
by soldiers from the 555th Engineer Bde’s 570th Sapper
Company at Joint Base Lewis-McChord. Members of the
company’s 2nd Platoon used the aging trench system to practice
using their new M26 shotguns, as well as their standard issue
M4 carbines.

1LT Anthony Frisone and his platoon sergeant, Keith
Novembre came up with the idea of assaulting a trench while
combining their weapon familiarization training with closequarters battle tactics. In an era of drones, stealth bombers and
precision missiles, trench warfare seems downright ancient. But
there’s a method to the madness. Frisone argued there’s a lot of
value to be had in revisiting sites like this one. “To look at this as
just a trench is, I think, pretty short sighted,” the officer explained.
He said that the fundamentals of room clearing and closequarters combat remain fairly consistent regardless of wherever
they may be. “This can be a trench, or a cave, or even a building
with a lot of hallways.”
Toth, a West Pointer attached to 2nd Platoon for a month, said
that the trench was a major departure from what she was used
to. “It’s probably the first time I’ve done live fire in an environment
like this,” the future officer remarked. She said she wouldn’t
have thought to use a trench before.
"Medics" continued from Page 30
and all successfully completed each obstacle.

Soldiers move through the trenches with their weapons
ready.

A qualified candidate selection list will be generated once all of
the results are compiled. This list will be the primary source of
candidate selection for the unit’s upcoming EFMB course.

Soldiers use a ladder to egress the trench.

SFC Lucas Bruner, reads off the instructions for the
Land Navigation course at Training Area 10.
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Stutter No Impediment

rings, the drill sergeant who is on staff duty picks up the
phone, and I start stuttering. The call doesn’t last very
long…the drill sergeant hung up! In the end, I waited
until I saw somebody and had them make the phone
call.”

By SSG Justin A. Naylor, 3rd Stryker Bde Combat
Team
For as long as Andrew King can remember, he’s had a
stutter. “I’ve had a speech impediment all my life, ever since
I could talk,” King said. “My parents noticed it right away. I’ve
been stuttering ever since.”
King was 20 years old when he decided to join the military. “I
was broke, I didn’t have a vehicle, I couldn’t continue with
college, and I was couch-hopping, going from friend’s house to
friend’s house,” King said. Now, King is an Army sergeant,
serving as a geospatial engineer, with 3rd Bde, 2nd Inf Div and
doesn’t let his stutter slow him down.

Another big issue for King was making it through his advanced
individual training to become a geospatial engineer. “I was
surprised that he graduated the school,” said SSG Anthony
Hinojosa, “You have to do briefs at the end of the course that
are a majority of your grade. It’s either a pass or fail.” But King,
with help from his friends, studied and practiced hard and made
it through the briefs and graduated. “I just try to never give up,”
King said.
Before joining the military, King set a goal for himself - he would
make it to the rank of Specialist. Now, he’s not only made that
rank, but has made one more on top of it and doesn’t have any
plans of stopping his career anytime soon.

Zeus Is Found!
From The News Tribune by Sean Robinson
Thanks to a microchip, a family’s dog, thought to be dead, was
rediscovered 3 years after his reported demise and returned to
his family.

SGT Andrew King, left, geospatial engineer and SSG
Anthony Hinojosa, a geospatial engineer
noncommissioned OIC, both with 3rd Bde, 2nd Inf Div,
review a map during a training rotation at the National
Training Center in Fort Irwin, CA.
His stutter hasn’t always been easy on King. “I can remember
some kind of comedic situations,” King said. “As I was going
through basic training, I did stutter a lot. Once, I got injured and
had to go to the hospital to get treated.” But that meant King
would have to do something he dreaded doing more than anything
- making a phone call.
“You have to call the staff duty NCO so they can send a bus to
bring you back,” King said. “So I pick up the phone, I call, it
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Benjamin Harworth, a JBLM chief warrant officer, had been
stationed at Fort Bragg until 2011, when he transferred to South
Korea. The family dog, Zeus, couldn’t go so the Harworths left
him with a friend. In 2012 the friend called and said Zeus was
dead. The family was heartbroken. But reports of Zeus’ death
were exaggerated, it seems. To this day the Harworths say they
don’t know exactly why. They haven’t spoken to the friend in
three years.
Ben returned from his deployment and transferred to Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, along with Melody and the couple’s two sons.
The family settled down in Lacey, WA. Last summer, while Ben
was in California for military training, he got a phone call from
the Banfield Pet Hospital in North Carolina…Zeus was alive!
Zeus had been found wandering in the wilderness around Fort
Continued on Page 37
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"Zeus" from Page 36
Bragg and was taken to the Banfield Pet Hospital nearby.
Zeus had a microchip, implanted when the Harworths
adopted him and, when employees checked, the chip
showed the dog was registered to the Harworths.

“Mustangs” Win Philip A.
Connelly Award
By SGT Alicia Givens (including photographs)
In April, 2nd Bde Support Bn “Mustangs,” assigned to
2/2 Stryker Bde Combat Team, 7th Inf Div, participated in
this year’s Philip A. Connelly Field Competition for food service.
The objectives of the Philip A. Connelly Field Competition are
to promote and improve Army food service through awareness
with incentives, competition and media attention and to encourage
and recognize deserving units for superb performance.
BG James B.
Jarrard, 7th Inf
Div
Deputy
C o m m a n d e r,
conducts a “walk
through” to thank
the soldiers of
2nd Bde Support
Bn.

BG James
B. Jarrard
enjoys lunch
with his
soldiers.

Zeus was unable to fly because of a medical condition, so he
was ferried cross-country from Fort Bragg, NC to Lacey. The
ride came courtesy of Rachel Overby, who works with Banfield
Pet Hospital, a partner with PetSmart stores. The Harworths
watched his cross-country progress on Facebook and
Instagram. They waited and waited, along with a crush of media
cameras. Over and over, they thanked Banfield workers and all
the strangers who were supporting them online.

CW2 Benjamin Harworth gets loving kisses from his
long-lost dog, Zeus, with his wife, Melody looking happy
at Petsmart in Lacey, WA. Lui Kit Wong, staff
photographer.

There are two categories to the Philip A. Connelly competition,
the Field and Garrison units. The 2nd Bde Support Bn was the
Field category winner. Although it was a great learning
experience, the 2nd Bde Support Bn soldiers did say that it wasn’t
an easy three weeks, but the end result was very much worth all
the hard work and long nights. The competition ended with the
soldiers expressing gratitude to each other for all of their hard
work in winning this competition.

“Hi, puppy,” Melody Harworth kept saying and sobbing as Zeus
emerged from a car and greeted his long-lost family. Ben
Harworth’s eyes were red-rimmed as he accepted slobbery
kisses and woofed at the old friend he hadn’t seen in three years.
“I’m just completely blown away and amazed at how this went
and how many people were just willing to turn and help a dog
they don’t know and a family they don’t know anything about,”
Ben said.

“Winning this competition has given us the opportunity to compete
in the FORSCOM competition. There we will represent Joint
Base Lewis-McChord and we hope to advance to represent
the Department of the Army.”

Through it all, Zeus’s tail wagged. He even licked photographers,
before licking Ben over and over. After a short checkup at the
vet, and a ride to his new home, Zeus met the one family member
he hadn’t met yet - Bear, the nine-pound chihuahua.
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Gene Peeples
Sadly, our recent pastPresident, Gene Peeples, died
03Sep15 in Florida from
complications of a heart attack.
Gene Richards received a call
from Gene’s widow, Elaine,
early that morning to give the
Association the sad news.
Gene was the President of our
Association for 10 years, 2003Gene at the 2013 reunion.
2013, when health issues
prevented him from continuing in the post of President. He was
elected to the office of President at the Las Vegas reunion in
2003, and then presided over the 2005 Atlanta, 2007 Ft.
Mitchell, KY, 2009 Baton Rouge, 2011 Branson, and 2013
San Antonio reunions. He traveled extensively representing our
Association across the United States.
Gene served in both the US Marine Corps and the US Army
serving as a combat medic with the 7th Medical Bn, 7th Inf Div
in 1953 and 1957. He reached the rank of Master Sergeant (E8) and was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart medals.

Final Taps
We remember those who
t our r
ank
s
ha
v e lef
left
rank
anks
hav
Organization
Name

Co/Bat.

Date of Death

17th Infantry & 31st Infantry
McCall, Virgil W. K-17th; I & M-31st

11/25/2004

184th Infantry Regiment
Carlton, Donald M.
Carter, George W.

6/14/2014
2/19/2013

D
L

31st & 184th Infantry Regiments
White, George G.
H

2013

31st Field Artillery Battalion
Hunter, C.E. Pat
A

10/11/2014

32nd Infantry Regiment
Dieterle, John (Jack) J.
Eck, Robert C.
Rektorik, Archie J.

M
L
B

9/17/2009
2015
2/6/2014

7th Medical Battalion
Peeples, Francis E. (Gene)

A

9/3/2015

Division Headquarters
Zielsdorf, Richard E.

Hq

2015

You can send your condolences to:
Mrs. Elaine Peeples
8048 Rose Terrace
Largo, FL 33777

Total 10

Korean War MoH Stamp Issued
On 26Jul14 the USPS issued the Korean Medal of
Honor Forever Stamp shown at left. It commemorates
the war’s 145 MoH recipients, and 13 are shown on the
commemorative stamps.
Included is 7th Division soldier Einar Ingman, Jr., who
is shown on the bottom row, 2nd from the Rt.
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The Other Side of the Question
In the Sum’14 issue of The Hourglass there was an article
asking if perhaps we should change the national anthem
to “America the Beautiful.” Here’s the other side of the
question…why don’t we just keep “The Star Spangled
Banner” as our national anthem?

A full-size replica of the Ft. McHenry flag at the
Flag House Museum, Baltimore, MD. The people
in the foreground show its huge size
History shows that Key's poem was written in 1814, but
not adopted as our National Anthem until 1931. It is felt
by many that the anthem is too militaristic, but that view
may be too simplistic and based only on the first verse,
the only one that we generally sing. However, Francis Scott
Key was a pacifist, and actually wrote 4 verses.
Originally a poem titled “Defence of Fort McHenry” it
was set to the melody of a British drinking song called "To
Anacreon In Heaven", and morphed into "The Star
Spangled Banner.” There is still no "official version" or
rendition of the anthem, which is why, since the 1960s,
performers have been doing their own interpretations.
It is interesting to note that not until 1942, when the federal
Flag Code was revised, was there a requirement for
people to stand and place their right hand over their hearts
when the National Anthem was performed.
Here is the full text of the Francis Scott Key poem originally
penned in 1814:

The Star Spangled Banner
O say can you see, by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there,
O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
On the shore dimply seen through the mists of the deep
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,
In full glory reflected now shines in the stream,
“Tis the star-spangled banner – O long may it wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
And where is that band who so vauntingly swore
That havoc of war and the battle’s confusion,
A home and a Country should leave us no more?
Their blood has wash’d out their foul footstep’s pollution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave
From the terror of the flight, or the gloom of the grave:
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.
O thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand
Between their lov’d home and the war’s desolation!
Blest with vict’ry and peace may the heav’n rescued land
Praise the power that hath made and preserved us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our cause is just,
And this be our motto - “In God is our trust.”
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.
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Your Dues Status
Dues are $50.00 for a 2-year period. The new dues cycle
commenced on 07/01/2015. Your "Dues Status" as printed
on your mailing label indicates the period covered by your
last payment.
• Due Now............... Your payment is now due.
• 2016 & above .... Paid in advance. Thank you!
• Associate .............. You are exempt from dues.
• Honorary .............. You are exempt from dues.
• Special.................. You are exempt from dues.
Send your payment to:
7th IDA
308 Cortland Way
Roswell, GA 30076-1381

Your continuing
support of the
Association is
appreciated.

The Hourglass Staff
Publisher: ............................... Frank S. Wadge
Editor: ..................................... Jerry Piller
Copy Deadlines: Winter Issue - September 15th
Summer Issue - April 15th
Contributions are invited from any 7th Infantry Division
Association member or supporter. eMail submission is
preferred, and should be sent to:
<hourglass@7ida.us>
Hard copy submissions should be mailed to:
Hourglass Editor, 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753

Please include a self-addressed
stamped envelope if you wish your
material to be returned to you.

