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As mentioned in the previous edition of The
Hourglass, we have been planning our next
biennial reunion for our 7th Division vets and
the dates and hotel have been nailed down!
It will take place next year, Sept 3rd-6th at the
Murano Hotel in downtown Tacoma,
Washington. This is adjacent to Fort Lewis,
which most of you know has been combined with McChord
AFB to form JBLM (Joint Base Lewis-McChord), under one
command - similar to what happened in San Antonio (where
Fort Sam Houston, Lackland AFB, and the other military bases
are now under one command (Joint Base San Antonio). We
chose Tacoma so we could interact with the active 7th Infantry
Division now stationed at JBLM. And we chose the Murano
Hotel after thoroughly checking other facilities in the Tacoma
area - comparing rates, services and facilities available, and its
proximity to JBLM. It’s located right in the heart of downtown
Tacoma, and has lots of restaurants and shopping within walking
distance of the hotel.
Our rates have been set at $109.00 (plus tax) for a total of
$125.22 per day, double occupancy; $113.87 which includes
tax, for single occupancy. When calling (253) 238-8000 to make
reservations, be sure to state you are registering for the 7th Inf
Div Association reunion to get this special rate. Most folks will
register for 3 nights (Thurs, Fri, and Sat nights, with check out
on Sunday morning). The same special rate will be available for
3 nights prior and after the reunion dates. Judy and I plan on
arriving there one day early, so as to help Doug and others get
the reunion activities set up.
Not only do we plan on being there a day early, we are planning
on a 10-day road trip in getting there! We have never been to
the Grand Tetons in Wyoming, so why not route through there
to make our way to Tacoma?! Thence from the Tetons to
Continued on page 22
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We Get Letters
I am the widow of PFC Thomas D. Henson
who served with Co A, 17th Inf, 7th
Div during WWII. He fought in the
Aleutians, the Eastern Mandates
(Marshall Isl.), the southern
Philippines, and the Ryukyu Islands
(Okinawa). He was a mortarman and
received the Good Conduct Medal, the
Asiatic-Pacific Service Medal w/ 4 stars,
the Philippine Liberation Medal w/ 2
stars, and the WWII Victory Medal.
He passed away in 2000, but I am still
an Associate Member and continue to
enjoy receiving The Hourglass. I really
don’t relate to many of the stories,
but I do read most of them.
One of his buddies, Barney Laman, told
me more about my husband’s service than
my husband ever did in the 52 years we
were married. He even told me a story
of how Thomas had been wounded in the
arm but didn’t report it because “he
didn’t want another medal.”

In 1968 helicopters were prohibited
from flying into the DMZ under the
truce agreement. Accordingly
armored personnel carriers, field
ambulances, and machine gun jeeps
were used to reach and transport
our wounded from inside the DMZ to
Camp Matta, located south of the barrier
fence.
One night, a radio message came that a
“stake out” squad had been hit by North
Korean troops. The armored personnel
carriers, used because they could drive
off road, went out through a gate in
the barrier fence and into the field to
where the squad was hit. After loading
the wounded, the APCs drove to a road
where an Army field ambulance and machine
gun guard jeeps met them. I was the
driver of the rear gun jeep and, along
with my gunner, we could see the wounded
man inside the field ambulance as the
medic performed CPR on him.

I want to thank all your members for
their service. You have helped make our
lives better.

Once the doors were closed, all of the
vehicles headed out on the road and
back to the gate. We were using blackout
lights to avoid being spotted by the
enemy on the trip back to the fence,
which made a lower speed mandatory.
Upon exiting the gate the road was
smoother and we turned on our headlights,
speeding back to the medical clinic at
Camp Matta. Later that night we learned
the man died of his wounds. His name
was Sp4 Stephen Nassani and he died of
a grenade fragment lodged in his heart.

Aleene Henson
PO Box 129
Mayflower, AR 72106

Daniel
McPharlin
1st Bn, 31st Reg. HHC
Recon platoon

Thomas was my high school English teacher
in my Junior and Senior years and we
were married the day I graduated from
high school. We ended up with 3 children,
6 grand-children, and 5 great-grandchildren. After the Army, Thomas went
on to teach in Louisiana, South Dakota
and Arkansas.
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Just a line or two to let your readers
know that this old WWII vet and his
w i f e , S h i r l e y , a t t e n d e d t h e 7 0 th
commemoration of the D-Day landings at
Omaha & Sword Beaches of Normandy that
was held on 06Jun14.
When we arrived in France, the French
picked up the tab for the hotel, our
meals, transportation to and from Paris,
and then on to the venue by train and
bus. This was in spite of the fact that
I told them when I applied to go to the
event that I had served in the Pacific
theater from Feb’43 to Dec’45 and that
my tours of combat with the 7ID were in
the Aleutian Islands, the Marshall
Islands (Kwajalein) Leyte, the
Philippines and Okinawa.

After that I was sent to Korea as part
of the occupation troops. I told them
that beings as I had been to Pearl
Harbor, where our involvement began,
and participated in the battle for
Okinawa, the last battle of the war, I
would very much like to see where the
invasion of Europe started at Normandy.
The US embassy in Paris called by phone
on 30May14 and said that France had
“okayed” our trip.
After seeing the beaches where our
troops landed 70 years ago and having
been involved in beach landings in the
Pacific, on behalf of all the soldiers,
sailors and marines that survived these
landings, and for all that did not make
it home, I would like to say, “Thanks
for a job well done!”
Robert W. Hall
Sergeant
HHQ Co. 2nd Bn
17th Inf, 7ID
4428 Shirley Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32210
(904) 389-0125

A group of WWII veterans at the French Assembly
building on 05June14. Hall is 4th from the L.

A group of French school girls surround Leon Cohen,
of New York, at the ceremony.

Hall’s invitation to the ceremonies from the Presidents
of the USA and France.
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This experience actually took place in
Japan while I was stationed in Korea,
with Hq & Hq Btry, 7 Inf Div. in May,
1955. It was over 59 years ago but I
remember it as if it was yesterday. I
was in Tokyo on a 7-day R & R and was in
the cafeteria of Tachikawa airbase
awaiting my flight to take me to Kimpo
airfield in Korea. I was having a cup
of coffee when a female voice
asked, “Soldier, may I join you?” I
turned around and stammered, “Yes.” There
standing next to me was a very pretty
girl accompanied by two officers. We
spoke for about ten minutes or so. My
flight was then called, she shook my
hand and said, “Goodbye and good luck.”
When I got back to my
outfit, the guys told
me of the USO show
that I had missed. I
said the star was
Debbie Reynolds. They
asked me how I knew. I
told them we had a cup
of coffee together at
Tachikawa while I was waiting for the
boarding call of my flight. I don’t
think they believed me and I really
didn’t care. She was married to Eddie
Fisher at that time. At least she did
not stay in Korea for very long and
went home shortly thereafter. I had to
wait another 7 months.
That was the only nice thing that
happened to me while I was in the
service.
Louis Chiarito
Hq & Hq Btry, 7th Inf Div
Via eMail
<Louchia4@aol.com>

I appreciate the fine work the Hourglass
editor is doing. Here’s a copy of the
07Aug59 edition of the Bayonet (7ID’s
newspaper) that was published during
my tenure as the managing editor of the
publication.
Charlie Richardson
1465 Clinton St.
Abilene, TX 79603
Editor’s note: The 1959 newspaper was in such fragile
condition that it couldn’t be scanned and reproduced,
but it contained news of the Division, sports news, local
Korean, and national news. There was even a “pin up”
photo of Eva Shiro, Miss Artist’s Model of 1959, who
was described as “curvaceous and a tantalizing sight.”

At 85 yrs. old I’m not sure just how
many more editions of The Hourglass I
will be privileged to read, but I’m
hoping to live to be 100.
And, for those sore butts that complain
about the $50.00 dues - think about
those cigarettes we smoked back in the
1950s at less than 15 cents per pack
that now cost $15.00 a pack. As I
remember, we got them free above the
38th, at least in early 1951. That $50.00
is the best bang you will ever get for
your buck!
If I had any kind of complaint about
The Hourglass it would be that there
are only two issues per year. I check
my mail box diligently every June and
December waiting for its arrival. My
late brother Jack, also a Korean War
vet, was always the second recipient
of my Hourglass and he looked forward
to them as much as I did.
Here are some photographs of my buddies
and me in Korea in 1951.
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Drago in the Kumwha Valley, N.Korea, Nov’51.

Drago at Inji, N.Korea, summer ’51.

Drago’s 21st birthday bash, 13Dec51, at Chong-ni,
N.Korea. L to R: Leon Boyer, Roy Drago, Dick
McKennon, Carl Hermann, Gerry Cowen, Willie
Pugh & Dick Sutton.

Drago headed to Japan on R&R 18Dec517th Medical
Roy L. Drago
1951-52
PO Box 533
Boardman, OR 97818
<roydrago29@yahoo.com>
Drago visiting his brother Jack, 101st Sig Bn, NYNG,
at Chonchon, S.Korea, Sep’51.
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Seekers Page
I first arrived in Korea in Jan’53, and was assigned
to A Company, 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th
Division, which was then located on Old Baldy.
In addition to spending time there, I was also
on Pork Chop Hill (twice), as well as on other
outposts.
On 15May53, a patrol from the 1st platoon (my platoon) had
been sent to Pork Chop Hill on a reconnaissance mission and,
on arriving, was ambushed by Chinese/NK units on the hill itself.
This attack wiped out most of that patrol and only a few guys
made it back to our area. They advised our company commander
of the bodies that remained on the hill. He, in turn, asked for
volunteers to go out on a recovery patrol to pick up these bodies.
I had already been to the location where the ambush took place
so I volunteered to take point and lead the recovery patrol to
the area. All of these guys who were left up there were from our
platoon and the leader of that patrol was LT Ronald Ferris,
our platoon leader.

Now comes the reason for my letter - apparently, we were
successful in making the body recoveries and returning
to our area with our own guys plus the KIAs
from the hill, but I have no memory of any of this
after the shelling began. On 15Jul53, I was ordered
to 7th Div HQ where I was awarded the Bronze
Star for valor, along with some very laudable words from MG
Arthur G. Trudeau, commanding general of the 7th Inf Div.
But as I mentioned, I don’t remember any of this! I don’t know
what I did to warrant receiving the Bronze Star and am hoping
that someone reading this story can help me regain the details.
Years ago I wrote to the Military Records Center only to learn
that hundreds of thousands of military records, mine included,
had been destroyed in the 1973 fire there.
So, can anyone out there help me?
Richard Dunlap
129 Rickie Road
Washington, UT 84780-1810
435-674-9603
<bddun@awinets.com>

We set out for the area and, when we got there, the feces hit the
fan. The Chinese/NK were waiting for us and shelled us with
mortars and artillery for what seemed like hours.

Hooray For The Seed
Companies!
From LeRoy Quernemoen

Close to Vandenberg AFB, CA, in 2002, was a beautiful floral
flag. It was 740 feet long and 390 feet wide, which maintained
the proper flag dimensions as required by Executive Order
#10834. The flag covered 6.65 acres and was the first floral
flag to be planted with 5-pointed stars. The stars were 24 feet in
diameter, and stripes were 30 feet wide. The flag is estimated to
have contained more than 400,000 Larkspur plants with 4-5
flowers each, for a total of more than 2 million flowers, grown
by seed companies. It was planted as a tribute to the victims of
the 11Sep01 attack.

An aerial view of the floral flag. Photo:Bill Morson

Beyond the fields where the flag was planted, there were over
9 miles of flower fields that went all the way to the ocean.
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A ground-level, close-up view of the flower rows.
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Artillery OCS Inducts Richards
On 02May14 our president, Gene Richards, was inducted into the Ft.
Sill Artillery OCS Hall of Fame for his outstanding contributions to our
nation, both in and out of the military. He was especially commended for
his efforts in the 1990s to track down hundreds of Artillery OCS graduates
from the 1950s, and his support of the Alumni Chapter.
Congratulations!

Gene’s
certificate of
induction into
the Artillery
OCS Hall of
Fame.

Gene standing next to The Veteran,
a self-propelled 155mm howitzer.
Gene at the
Commanche
County Korean
War Memorial in
Elmer Thomas
Park, Lawton,
OK, erected in
2012.

Johnny Richards holding Gene’s
summer dress uniform (worn right
after OCS)

Randy Durham OC10-69 Arty RVN
(OCS Alumni Secty)

Gene with his youngest son Mark.
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The 2015 7th IDA Reunion
The 7th Infantry Division Association's biennial Reunion will be held
at the Hotel Murano in the heart of Tacoma, Washington from
September 3 thru 6, 2015. Located at 1320 Broadway, Tacoma,
WA 98402 it's about mid-way between the Sea-Tac Airport and
Joint Base Lewis-McChord. The Murano can be easily reached
from Sea-Tac by taxi or a share-ride van for those of you not renting
a car while you’re there.
A 4-star, Provenance Hotel, the Murano is just minutes away from
the Tacoma Art Museum, the Broadway Center for the Performing
Arts and the Children’s Museum of Tacoma. The hotel has 319
rooms with LCD televisions, high speed wireless Internet service,
full-service spa and a restaurant/bar with 24-hr room service.

The Hotel Murano

The Seattle Space Needle with
Mt. Rainier in the background.
Photo: Snow Brains

The Tacoma Glass Museum and
the Chihuly Bridge of Glass.
Photo: Joe Mabel

Seattle Fish Market.
Photo: Vicky Jauron
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As the Murano is a downtown hotel parking is not as plentiful as
it was in San Antonio. If you are driving be aware that there is an
on-site valet service at a discounted rate of $10/night.
For a review of the hotel by Jennifer Hay go to:
http://www.myboysandtheirtoys.com/2012/06/hotelmurano-tacoma-review/
There are plenty of things to do while you are in the area. For
example in Tacoma they have the Chihuly Bridge of Glass, the
Tacoma Glass Museum as well as the local micro-breweries.
Further out there are water tours of Puget Sound, the Seattle
Space Needle, the Seattle Fish Market, Mount Rainier, a casino
in Fife, WA, a large farmer’s market in Puyallup and the Gig
Harbor area.
Check out http://TravelTacoma.com for other activities.

Local Area Map

Puget Sound
Photo: Marli Miller

Artist’s rendering of the
LeMay Auto Museum.
Image: Jason Siu, Autoguide

For the Friday tour we are letting you decide what to
do. Check out the next page for details on the choices
and how you can vote on the day's activities. The
results will be detailed in the Summer 2015 issue of
The Hourglass.
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Reunion Tour Choices
For our Friday activities we have a number of good choices so,
rather than make a “command decision,” it has been decided
that the membership should choose where we go on our “free”
day. Here are some of the venues for you to consider:

day be a passenger on being assembled.
The cost is $18.00 per adult and $12.00 per youth. In addition,
there would be the cost of motor coach transportation from and
to Tacoma, $24.00 per person. Total senior’s cost, incl bus:
$42.00.

LeMay’s America’s Car Museum (ACM)
A nine-acre campus - with a four-story museum as the
centerpiece. ACM is one of the world’s largest auto museums
and attractions.

More info on this tour at: http://www.futureofflight.org/
fof_Visit.html

This exhibit costs $10.00 per person on a group rate. It can be
visited by taking the free Tacoma Link light rail train from the
Convention Center Station (two blocks from the hotel) to the
Tacoma Dome Station, which is three blocks away from the
ACM. In order to get the group rate we would need to go as a
group. Total senior’s cost: $10.00.

Combo Tour – Air Museum/Boeing Assembly Plant
Another possibility is vising both the Air Museum in Seattle and
touring Boeing’s assembly plant. The tour company says they
do this “all the time.” This would take the whole day. The
transportation cost is no more than visiting only one venue. Total
senior’s cost, incl bus: $56.00.

For those with Internet access, here is a link to the Car Museum
site: http://www.lemaymuseum.org/

We cannot do everything so we need each of you to let us know
your preference. The majority will prevail. Please send your vote
by mail to:
2015 Reunion Tour Arrangements
7th Infantry Division Association
308 Cortland Way
Roswell, GA 30076-1381

Air Museum in Seattle
A typical tour is an hour in length, and leads visitors through the
evolution of aviation by examining the aircraft in the Museum’s
world-class collection, including the famous SR-71 Blackbird,
the only remaining Boeing 80A, and the Aerocar III. The cost is
$16.00 per adult, $14.00 per Senior and $9.00 per youth. A
private Docent tour is complimentary when you book your group
at least two weeks in advance of your visit. Tours encompass
the Great Gallery and Red Barn, and can be customized to each
group’s interest and schedule. In addition to the museum fees
there would be the cost of bus transportation from the Murata
Hotel and back, $24.00 per person. Total senior’s cost including
bus: $38.00.
More info at: http://www.museumofflight.org/group-visits
Boeing Assembly Plant at Everett, WA
Here we can explore the dynamics of flight and experience new
aviation innovations. You can design and virtually test your own
jet. Strap yourself into the Innovator for an exhilarating trip to
virtual destinations and experiences like the Battle for Iwo Jima,
a Grand Prix Race or a barnstorming stunt plane. Then go behind
the scenes at Boeing - in the world’s largest building just 25
miles north of Seattle - to watch the very same jets you may one

Page 10

If you wish you can also eMail your vote to:
<treasurer@7ida.us>
Note: Voting for the Friday tour closes on January 31, 2015.
Then on Saturday, September 5th we plan to visit JBLM where
we will be hosted by the Division and its component units. There
will be a tour of the post, a visit to the post museum and some
static displays of modern 7ID equipment, plus interaction with
troops currently serving with the Division. All Reunion attendees
are encouraged to participate as it is important that we Members
show our support for the Active Duty organization. The only
cost is a mere $20 per person for transportation to the base,
then later back to the hotel.
Registration forms for both the Reunion and the hotel are on the
following pages and they will also be published in the Summer
2015 Issue of The Hourglass.
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Hofbauer’s Aerial Views of the Camp Casey Area
Sp4 Joseph Hofbauer arrived in
Korea in 1958 and left in early 1960.
After arriving at Camp Casey he
was assigned as a photographer in
the 7ID Public Information Office.
In the course of his duties he took
hundreds of photographs, some of
which are seen here. These photos,
all of the area around Camp Casey,
were taken in 1959 from a Bell H13 Sioux helicopter.
He can be contacted at <jgvh36@yahoo.com>.
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My Time in the 7th, 1955-57
By Sp4 Carl R. White
My tour of duty was from Oct’55 to Apr’57 with Co A, 2nd Plt,
707th Ordnance Bn, 17th Inf Rgt at Camp Kaiser (Unchonni). 7th ID HQ, along with the 31st Inf Rgt, was at Camp Casey
(Tongduchon). The 17th IR was the northern-most deployed US
Army unit in Korea at the time. The demilitarized zone (DMZ)
was just a few miles north of us.
The unit’s purpose was to provide direct ordnance support to
the 17th IR. We went with the infantry to the field (DMZ) each
time they did, usually during “Red Alerts.” We would supply the
small arms repair, tank retrieval (M32 Tank Recovery Vehicle)
and wrecker service (M62 Wrecker), and provide infantry
support with 50-caliber and standard M1 rifle and M2 carbine
weapons.
The unit was made up of 25 US troops and 4 KATUSAs
(Korean Assigned To US Army) commanded by a Chief Warrant
Officer (CWO). The basic make-up of the platoon was 4
sergeants and specialists such as heavy equipment mechanics, a
small arms specialist, ordnance disposal specialist, a tank
recovery crew, a platoon clerk (me) and a cook. The cook was
assigned to the 17th IR mess hall. The KATUSAs were specially
selected for training with American units and it was considered a
privilege to be selected.
Our unit was in an area of approximately two acres, situated at
the northern end of the camp, which was enclosed by barbed
and concertina wire. Guard duty, in 4-hour shifts, was mandatory
every night between dusk and dawn. There was no shower
(without a ½-mile walk to the 17th) and we only had outdoor
lavatory “facilities.” These were open tubes simply stuck in the
ground or an outhouse with a bench seat and two cutout holes.
Bathing was performed by heating a canteen cup of water on a
potbelly stove (when lit, as the fuel froze most of the time during
the winter months). A wash cloth and soap were used to bathe
the face, under arms and crotch and that was about it. Sometimes
water was not even available because the water trailer froze and
had to be thawed with a gas torch.
All bridges in the area were destroyed, and streams had to be
forded in 4-wheel-drive. The only paved roads were from
Uijeongbu south. Mail had to be picked up at Camp Casey, 7th
ID HQ, once a week - an 80 mile round trip. Payroll was
delivered by airplane (L4 “Grasshoppers”) once a month. There

was no PX, so any sundries were purchased at the battalion’s
small commissary at Camp Casey.
The maintenance crews worked in open bays and at times with
mud over their ankles (in the spring and early fall). Temperatures
reached -30° in the winter in the mountains, -20° in the valley.
Vehicles would not start in that weather, therefore we had to
keep at least one vehicle running all night so we could start the
others in the morning. Another method was to place drums cut
in half with fuel oil burning and placed under the vehicles to keep
the engine blocks from freezing. In winter the entire terrain was
frozen tundra.
When in the field we slept in two-man pup tents, the tank
retriever crew slept in their vehicle and a guard was always placed
at a strategic entry way. Numerous time Korean civilians, known
by us as “Slicky Boys,” would try to infiltrate to steal whatever
they could. Instructions were to yell “Halt” three times and don’t
waste any ammunition. On one occasion, at Camp Casey, a
slicky boy was killed by someone in HHQ Company while
stealing clothes from an officer’s quarters.
The food was terrible, most of us preferred to stock up on the
small selection canned goods purchased from the commissary
at Camp Casey when one of us could get down there.
Headquarters personnel, including officers, seldom came to
Kaiser, so we had free reign with vehicles to move around the
area as we chose. Our CWO let us do our jobs and was not
strict about the dress code. Our fatigues and field jackets were
dirty most of the time, caked with mud and motor oil stains. BG
Paul Caraway visited us during a command inspection of the
regiment along with the 707th Bn commander, MAJ Grabowski.
Twelve of us stood for inspection on a frozen rice paddy outside
the platoon area in Dec’55, which is another story in itself.
On 26May56, at a partially-destroyed soccer stadium in Seoul,
Korean president Sigmund Rhee, awarded the Korean
Presidential Unit Citation (3rd award) to the 7ID. Also present
were the 8th Army commander, LTG I.D. White and 7th ID
commander, BG Paul Caraway. I had the privilege of marching
and passing in review in that ceremony along with the other United
Nation troops (Brits, Turks, Ethiopians, Scots, Canadians and
Thais).
Everything said, it was a privilege to serve with the fine young

Page 14

◆

▲
Winter 2014

The Hourglass

▲
White standing
by the unit’s sign,
Korea, 1955-57

men of one of the best infantry divisions in the US Army. Those
that served in Korea then will not forget their tour. And, when
we gather in our twilight years, a brotherhood of comradeship
exists as if to say, “You’ve earned your passage...you can enter.”

Winter at Cp Kaiser

White holding his helmet
The 17th Inf on the move to the
DMZ, with a M32 Tank
Recovery Vehicle in the center
of the road, 1955

A ROK 155 bunker on the DMZ

2nd Plt, Co A, 707th Ord Bn working on
a deuce-and-a-half, 1955
KATUSAs in the field

“The South shall rise again”
2nd Plt at Cp Kaiser.

Good hunting – rabbit and pheasants
for supper.

◆
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From Your Treasurer
This reporting period has been relatively quiet. As you can see
from the various reports in this issue, we have only acquired 6
members during this six months and there have been very few
donations received. Unfortunately, we have only acquired two
members from the active duty unit.
It is kind of like a broken record but I will play it again – those of
you with eMail addresses need to keep them up to date. There
are occasions that the Association would like to communicate
with you and eMail is a very inexpensive way to do it – in fact, it
does not cost the Association anything. It costs the Association
approximately $1.00 per letter to communicate by regular mail.
With our treasury shrinking each year, the more we can save,
the better off the Association will be. In fact, those of you who
do not have eMail addresses on file can be a BIG help if you
have a relative or friend that would be willing to receive eMail
for you. If there is such a person, please have that person send
your name, membership number (on your membership card)
and his/her eMail address to me at <treasurer@7ida.us>. I will
enter that address on the Association roster and we will be able
to stay in touch with you at a much lower cost.
I am pleased to report that your Board authorized me to file
with the IRS for tax exempt status. I initiated the filing in early
February 2014 and received the IRS approval letter on
September 23rd. The Association is now authorized to receive
donations from members and the public that can be declared as
a charitable deduction on the donor’s annual tax return. If any of
you are looking for an opportunity to increase your deductions
on your 2014 and future tax returns, we will gladly accept your
donations and provide you with a receipt for tax purposes.
Finally, I would like to personally thank these Honored Members
who paid membership dues although they are not required to:
Robert Bird, Eugene Bush and Harold Winer.
Doug Halbert

Treasurer & Roster Manager
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Operating Statement
4/1/2014 through 9/30/2014 (Cash Basis)
INCOME
Donations Received
Donations Received:Booster
$
55.00
Donations Received:UNARx Plan
40.50
TOTAL Donations Received
$
95.50
Dues Income
Dues:2011-13
50.00
Dues:2013-15
660.00
TOTAL Dues Income
710.00
Dues in Reserve
Dues in Reserve:2015-17
500.00
Dues in Reserve:2017-19
50.00
TOTAL Dues in Reserve
550.00
Interest Income
7.82
Quartermaster Sales
1,944.47
TOTAL INCOME
$ 3,407.79
EXPENSES
Hourglass
Hourglass:Distribution
$ 2,129.46
Hourglass:Production
4,090.54
TOTAL Hourglass
$ 6,220.00
License and Permits Expense
450.00
TOTAL Office Expenses
6.20
Postage
Postage:Treasurer
49.00
Postage:Quartermaster:
316.59
TOTAL Postage
365.59
Quartermaster
Quartermaster:Inventory Purchases
220.32
Quartermaster:Shipping supplies
106.92
TOTAL Quartermaster
327.24
Regulatory Fees
20.00
$ 7,389.03
TOTAL EXPENSES
$(3,981.24)
OVERALL TOTAL
Balance Sheet - As of 9/30/2014
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts
Bank of America - 33409918020
$18,136.53
CapitalOne - 3273310744
10,450.00
Certificate of Deposit
1,500.00
Petty Cash - Quartermaster
300.00
TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts
$30,386.53
$30,386.53
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
LIABILITIES
B of A Corporate Credit Card
$
54.25
TOTAL Credit Cards
$
54.25
Other Liabilities
Pending Reimbursement
0.00
TOTAL Other Liabilities
0.00
TOTAL LIABILITIES
54.25
30,332.28
EQUITY
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY
$30,386.53
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Elections are Coming!
By Gene Richards, President
There are two very important activities that must be attended to
at our 2015 reunion. First, the Membership must review and
vote on the recommended changes to the Constitution & ByLaws. Second, a full slate of Officers and Governors must be
elected.
The Constitution and By Laws Committee has done its work.
The recommended changes will be published in the Summer
2015 issue of The Hourglass for review by all Members. Written
suggestions for changes will be accepted by the Committee, for
possible inclusion in the final draft, until 01Aug15. The final draft
will be submitted to the Membership for consideration at the
2015 reunion as one of the first orders of business at the General
Session. This may result in changes as to the number of officers
and Governors so the new Constitution and By-Laws will need
to be considered before conducting the elections.
If the C & BL’s are not changed, there will be three Governor
vacancies, along with the following officer positions to be filled
at the 2015 reunion:
President - Term 4 years
Vice President - Term 4 years
Executive Secretary - at the pleasure of the
Membership or until resignation

QM's Corner
In the past 10 ½ months, from Sep’13 to Aug’14, the
Quartermaster Store has received and shipped 109 orders. Along
with all these orders, I had the chance to talk or correspond
with members from all over the United States. Every one of
them has their own unique story to tell, spanning from WWII
through Korea, the DMZ era, and the Light Fighter time-frame
at Ft. Ord, CA. I talked to one member who was assigned to
Graves Registration during the Korean War and I encouraged
him to write his experiences down for future publication.
We have had a few new members and also orders for
merchandise from active-duty personnel serving with the 7th
Infantry Division at Joint Base Lewis-Mc Chord.
Members who order by mail using a check should include their
home phone number or email address just in case I have a
question about the merchandise they’ve ordered. If I have your
contact information, I’ll be able to contact you and we will work
out a solution.
Along that line, we had a bit of an “oops” in our last issue. We
had a unit crest that we thought was for the 49th FA but, it turns
out, we were in error. The crest was that of the 300th Field
Artillery, a unit of the Wyoming National Guard, which saw
service in WWI and the Korean War.
So far, our 7th ID Hourglass bill caps, that
first appeared in the last issue, have been
selling well. I like the fact that, when you
greet a fellow veteran wearing the hat, they
will instantly know with whom you served!

If the C & BL’s are changed as recommended, there will be no
Governor vacancies, the most recently elected Governor’s
position will be eliminated (Henry Mills), and the terms of the 6
remaining Governors will be set to two years for three of them,
and four years for three of them.

300th FA
“Powder River”
unit crest.

The most important project in preparation for the elections is to
identify a slate of nominees who are willing to serve, if elected. I
have appointed a three-man nominating committee and charged
it with the responsibility of locating one nominee for each open
position prior to the reunion. Nominations from the floor will still
be in accepted, but there will be at least one nominee for each
position. The committee Members are:

If any of you have questions or concerns
feel free to contact me.
Dan McPharlin

Quartermaster
102 Danvers Court
Oakley, CA 94561-5047
Tel: (925) 308-4337
<qm@7ida.us>

Richard Coutermarsh
Richard Steinmetz
Paul Umbstead
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The Quartermaster’s Store
http://7ida.us/

th

7 IDA Insignia Decal
4½" diameter
$4.00 each

Hat Pins

Lapel Pin

$5.00 each

$7.00 each

Dog Tag Key Ring
$9.00 each

Car Window Decal
2¾" diameter.
$3.50 each

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each

Round Key Ring

Unit Pins
7th IDA Tie Bar
$9.00 each

$9.00 each

The authorized 7th ID unit
pins. One for each epaulet.
$7.00 each

Crests $7.00 each
32nd Infantry
Regiment

31st Infantry
Regiment

th

17 Infantry
Regiment

Military Belt
Black web belt with brass
military 7th Inf. Div. belt buckle.
$15.00 each

7th IDA License Plate Holder

7th IDA Bumper Sticker
$3.00 each

Pricing
1 .......... $ 7.00
2 .......... $ 11.00
3 .......... $15.00

4 .......... $19.00
5 .......... $23.00
6 .......... $27.00

Special
Offer!
FREE sticker with any order!!
Page 18
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7th IDA Patch

Hourglass Patch

$5.00 each

$6.50 each

Caps
The official Association “bill cap”,
one size fits all. Available in red,
black or white. State preference.
$14.00 each

7th ID Historical CDs
In FREE Adobe Reader PDF format.
$9.00 each
1952 Yearbook
History of the 7th Div in Korea,
Published by the 7ID Public
Information Office with photos by
the 7th Signal Co. and the US
Army Signal Corps.

1954 Yearbook
300 pages of photos and text
originally printed by Division
Command.

7th ID “Hourglass” cap, one size
fits all. Available in black only.
$14.00 each

7th IDA Challenge Coin
1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces. Obverse is red, white and black
enamel w/clear epoxy coating. Reverse is red, black and bronze.
10.00 each
2 for $18.00
5 for $40.00
10 for $70.00

7th IDA Souvenir Brass Coin
Association Publications
"The Hourglass" 1946 - 2011 plus
Yearbooks for 1974, 1977, 1981,
1985, 1991 & 1995.

7th Inf. Div. (light), 1980’s & 90’s, 1½" diameter.
$3.00 each

7th IDA T-shirts

Packing & shipping included. State color & size choices.
Make
check, for the total cost of your order payable to:
Grey only (S, M, L or XL)
“7th Infantry Division Association”
Call QM for available sizes.
and mail your order to:
$15.00 each
th
7 Infantry Division Association
Special
Dan McPharlin, Quartermaster
Offer!
102 Danvers Court
Oakley,
CA 94561-5047
th
With your order of $20.00 or more, 7 IDA
Tel: (925) 308-4337
T-shirts are just $7.00 each - over 50% off!
<qm@7ida.us>
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Korean Veterans Group
Dissolving
In the March-April issue of the CF News Digest it was
announced that the Korean War Ex-POW Assn. would be
dissolved after its 2014 reunion. Disheartening, yet
understandable. This group may well be among the first Korean
War veterans groups to close its doors, but it won’t be the last
by a long shot. Given the reason for the formation of the exPOWs, and given the up to three years imprisonment that many,
if not most of them, had to endure, it’s a wonder the association
has lasted this long. If any group of veterans knows the meaning
of suffering, what life is like to live in hell, and the subsequent
ravages of PTSD, it’s our ex- POW brothers.The group was
formed in July 1976, and the association grew, thrived and met
its stated purposes:
♦ to preserve and strengthen comradeship among its members
who have shared an unique experience in the services of our
country
♦ to assist members
♦ to perpetuate the memory and history of our dead and to
assist their widows and orphans
♦ to maintain true allegiance to the government of the United
States of America and fidelity to its constitution and laws
♦ to foster true patriotism
♦ to maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom
♦ to preserve and defend the United States from her enemies
whosoever
Ex-POWs generally are among the most closemouthed of
veterans. They assume others simply won’t be able to relate to
what they experienced. And rightly so. There are books and
films and documentaries that have told the hard-to-believe
stories of POWs who withstood the horrific “care” of their North
Korean and Chinese captors. While the group may dissolve,
the brotherhood of members will remain within the home units.
They’ll still find friends they can talk to and share the love that
war fosters among those who fight it.
To paraphrase a passage familiar to us all: The greatest love you
can show is to give (part of) your life for your friends.

Editor’s Perspective
Member Floyd Wells did a bit more digging into the Tomb of
the Unknowns after reading the last issue and found some
interesting bits of information. You can check it out for yourself
at http://www.snopes.com/military/unknown.asp to see it.
Along with the sad news that the Korean War Ex-POW Assn is
shutting down, the 32nd Inf Rgt Assn. reports that it is having the
same problem recruiting members as we are. There just seems
to be “something” about veterans who served after the Korean
War that makes them hesitant to join organizations such as ours.
I don’t have the answer to our quandary, it is what it is. My
OCS classmates that served with the 7ID in Korea, in 197071, have no interest in joining, even after repeated encouragement
from me. I suspect it has to do with the fact that we were brought
in on an individual basis and not part of a “unit.” We came, did
our tour, and left - all on an individual basis.
The revision of the Constitution and Bylaws is still underway,
and the proposed revisions will be published in the June’15 issue
so you’ll know what you’re voting on at the reunion. This should
bring them into a more realistic reflection of our current
membership situation.
Although the tour on Friday at the reunion hasn’t been set yet, it
looks like there are lots of interesting things for the planners to
consider. Whatever is chosen, I’m sure it’ll be interesting and a
lot of fun. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone again next
September.
Thanks to those of you who sent in responses to the Internet
survey. I was happy to see that there weren’t any negative
comments, so evidently I’m doing something right. Thanks for
the “vote of confidence.”
Thanks, also, for all the photos that you have been sending in
with your letters and articles. Pictures are most definitely worth
a thousand words. Keep ’em coming!

Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor
<hourglass@7ida.us>

From the Army chapter of The Chosin Few newsletter,
Jun-Jul 2014.
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Charlie Smith, Korean War Vet
On 19Jul14 Charlie Smith, who served with the 31st Inf Rgt
in 1952, had his “30-seconds of fame” on the local TV news
with an interview at the local Korean War Memorial. The
Dayton, OH community celebrated the 61st anniversary of signing
the truce ending the Korean War. There were about 270 Korean
War veterans present, as well as a few veterans of WWII,
Vietnam and more recent wars.
You can watch him in the short video clip of the TV news story by
clicking on this website link:
http://m.fox45now.com/news/
Korean_War_Veterans_Honored

President's Perspective from Page 1
Yellowstone to Glacier National Park. The USA has many
beautiful and majestic places to see! Better late than never! And
we hope to see a bunch of Hourglass folks there in Tacoma!
Let’s make this one of our best turnouts ever.
Doug Halbert and I have started a line of communication with
CPT Eric Roberts, who is on MG Ferrell’s staff, of 7th Infantry
Division at JBLM. MG Ferrell has a goal of connecting the
active 7th ID with our 7th ID Association so as to preserve the
legacy of this great Army Infantry Division - from WW-II to the
present - and beyond. CPT Roberts and I have been sharing
our military experiences and now he is soliciting stories and photos
from our members for use in preserving the legacy of the 7th
Infantry Division. I’m asking you to comply with CPT Robert’s
request. Let’s “keep him busy as hell!”
This young leader has already established an impressive record
of service. He is a graduate of the US Military Academy at West
Point, Class of 2005, where he was commissioned in the Infantry
Branch and earned a Civil Engineering degree. He was an infantry
platoon leader in Iraq in 2006.

Charlie at the Dayton, OH Charlie in the Iron Triangle
Korean War Memorial, area, where he was
wounded, 1952
2014
It includes 3 very brief clips of Charlie talking about his experience
at the Iron Triangle in Korea.
Charlie is a former Governor of our Association. You can contact
him at <josmith7@aol.com>
Congratulations Charlie!

CPT Roberts is actively recruiting soldiers of his unit to join our
Association and we expect to see many of them participate in
our reunion at the Murano Hotel and join us at our banquet. So
start making your plans to attend the Hourglass Division
reunion in Tacoma - Sept 2015. Get your room reservations
made, soon as you get this newsletter. There are bargain airline
flights out there, so the sooner you start looking, the more time
you'll have to find a really good one.
Hope to see a bunch of you old 7th Division vets there. God
Bless you all, and God bless our troops who are serving our
nation, around the world. God bless the United States of
America!

Did you know?

Your President,

A “Baldwin airdrop” is a prepackaged air drop of a one-day
set of supplies for a battalion. This was referenced in the book,
Letters to Ann, article in the Winter 2013 issue. At that time
we couldn’t find a definition.
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7th IDA Governing Council
Officers
Name
Gene C. Richards
Richard A. Patterson
Julius “JT” Morgan
Ronald R. Levendoski
Vacant
Douglas J. Halbert
Daniel J. McPharlin
Jerry Piller

Office
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
3rd Vice President
Executive Secretary
Treasurer & Roster Manager
Quartermaster
Hourglass Editor

Term
2013 - 2015
2013 - 2019
2007 - 2015
2001 - 2017

2007 - 2019
2011 - 2017
2005 - 2017
2001 - 2015
2003 - 2015

2009 - 2017
2013 - 2019
2007 - 2019
2013 - 2015
2005 - 2017

2005 - 2017
2013 - 2017
2009 - 2017

Governors
George Boggs, Sr.
Richard A. Coutermarsh
Richard Hazelmyer
Levi O. Haire
Charles D. Iden

Ken Mattingly
Henry E. Mills
Vilas “Sid” Morris
Gene Peeples
Richard Steinmetz

Membership Status

Recruiting Honor Roll

Associate ........ 60
2015 ....... 352 2023 ........... 1 Complimentary .. 1
2016 ........... 1 2025 ........... 1 Courtesy ........... 3
2017 ......... 32 2027 ........... 2 Honorary ........... 2
Honored ........ 286
2019 ........... 4
Special .............. 7
Total Members in Good Standing - 752

Summer 2014
Submitted by
Total
Web Site
2
Richard L. Ward
1
Gene Richards
1
Charles Morris
1
Jerry Piller
1
Total New Members Recruited - 6

Submissions Reminder
Printed on the back cover of every issue are the
deadlines for submitting material for publication. The
deadlines for the 2 issues are April 15 th and
September 15th. These are a bit ahead of the actual
publication dates, but it takes a while to edit the
material, send it to the publisher, finalize the
placement of the material, get it printed and then
mailed out.
The earlier you get material to me the more likely it
is to get in to the upcoming issue, and the easier it
is on me.
The Editor

7th IDA Booster Club
Summer 2014
Robert Bird
Eugene Bush
David H. Peterson

Jerry Piller
Rodney D. Ramsey
Harold Winer

6 generous Members made contributions to the Booster Club
during this period for a total of $205.00. Thank you.
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New Member List
Organization
Name
Address
31st Infantry Regiment
Dent, Ronald R.
207 Bellaire Dr.
Dunlap, Richard D.
129 Rickie Road

City, State, ZIP
Hot Springs, AR 71901
Washington, UT 84780

707th Ordnance Maint.
Thompson, Richard L.
235 Center Point Dr.

Many, LA 71449

8th Field Artillery
Onsurd, Robert A.

804 Judith Ct.

Holmen, WI 54636

Division Headquarters
Foley, David C.
Roberts, Erich K.

2360 South 5th Street
JBLM, WA 98433
Bldg 12233 23rd St., North Fort JBLM, WA 98433

Phone

(435) 674-9603

Co/Batt
HHC
A

HQ; A; E

(608) 317-3949

HQ

(703) 919-9842
(706) 505-5396

DIV G-3
DIV HSC

Total New Members - 6

Military Payment Certificates
Most veterans will surely recall the Military Payment Certificates
(MPC) that were used between 1946 and 1975 by US forces
stationed outside the United States. They were meant to deter
black market operations and currency manipulation by
unauthorized personnel. MPC took the place of US currency
and was the authorized medium of troop payment and exchange
in those areas. MPC was used in post-WWII Europe and in
Japan, Korea and the Ryukyu Islands (Okinawa). It was also
used in Vietnam from 1965-75.
1970 $1
note, Series
651

1964-69-era 10¢ note, Series 611

1964-69-era 25¢ note, Series 611

Page 24

The notes were designed by the US Bureau of Engraving and
Printing, and were issued in dominations from five cents up to
twenty dollars. The denominations less than $1 were about the
size of Monopoly money, while the larger denominations were
of varying, larger sizes.
MPCs made illegal currency transactions more difficult, but did
not entirely eliminate them. Because of this, MPC series were
discontinued and then re-issued, on an unannounced basis, from
time to time. These were known as “C-Days,” or conversion
days. On a certain, unannounced, date all personnel were
restricted to their locations and required to exchange the old
MPC in their possession for the new series. All “old” MPC were
then worthless to anyone who happened to hold them after CDay. In Vietnam in 1968, on one C-Day, about $276 million
MPC were converted, with another $6.2 million in circulation
that were not converted, which were now worthless to their
holders. The missing MPC were presumed to have been in the
hands of unauthorized personnel.
After the Vietnam War ended, MPC were only used in Korea,
and that practice ended in 1975. Currently, US currency is
being used for troop payment and exchange.
Based on an article in Call To Duty, June 2014,
The Army Historical Foundation.
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’s 7ID
oday’s

The Hourglass To Cover The 7ID
The new 7ID commanding general, MG Terry Ferrell, has
made it a priority to support our Association. Evidence of that is
his Public Information Office will be sending us information about
the active 7ID now serving at Joint Base Lewis-McChord for
inclusion in each issue of The Hourglass. The first of those articles
appear in the following 2 pages of this very issue!

I am sure 7IDA Members will find current news from the active
duty 7ID of extreme interest. Maybe this closer coordination
will encourage more members of the active duty 7ID personnel
to join us and become Members of the 7th Infantry Division
Association. In fact, the first story is from one of our new active
duty Members!

Welcome CPT Roberts 7ID - New 7IDA Member
I am currently assigned to the 7ID
HQ, but previous to that I was a
2LT, 1LT, and CPT with the 4th
Bn, 31st Inf (under the 2nd Bde,
10th Mtn Div). I led a rifle platoon
in Bravo Company for 15
months and then an antitank
platoon for 7 months before
moving to the executive officer
position in the Antitank
Company.

cadet basic training. Being a
good ole boy from Texas, my
customs and courtesies met the
standards, however the meager
amounts of food provided and
my inability to memorize large
quantities of information quickly
ensured that I always had the
attention of at least one of my
trainer/leaders. I left with an
Infantry commission and a Civil
Engineering degree that has come
This unit saw significant action in CPT Roberts standing in front of the Division flag, in handy a time or two while
Yusafiyah, Iraq, during the 2006- inside Div HQ at JBLM.
downrange.
07 Iraqi Surge, and again in 2009
in Operation New Dawn. I did not go with the Polar Bears for Anyhow, after leaving 4/31 in 2010, I found myself at Ft. Benning,
that second mission but instead deployed with the Netherlands GA, teaching Infantry lieutenants small unit tactics at the Officer
Basic Course. I enjoyed getting back into the books and teaching
Army to Afghanistan.
while serving as an instructor. There I met my wife and, after we
I originally come from Irving, TX, and attended the United States married in 2012, immediately headed to Joint Base LewisMilitary Academy at West Point, Class of 2005. I can still recall McChord to join the 4th Stryker Brigade Combat Team
the significant emotional event that was new cadet reception and
Continued next page...
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CPT Roberts continues from page 25

555th Engineer Bde Restructures

“RAIDERS”. We moved into our house and I headed back to
Afghanistan to command our Bde Hq Co. While we were
deployed, the Raiders, and the rest of the Lewis-based brigades,
fell under the umbrella of the newly re-activated 7th Inf Div.

By Melissa Renahan, 7ID
For soldiers of the 555th Engineer Brigade on Joint Base
Lewis-McChord changes will be piling up in the coming months
as companies redeploy, a battalion is transferred to another
brigade and other companies are inactivated as part of the Army’s
restructuring.

I commanded the HHC until being selected for promotion to
Major in May of 2014. So, along with all my promotable peers,
I was reassigned to the Division HQ’s staff to “row” until I move
to Ft. Leavenworth to complete Commanding General Staff
College.

One of the largest changes is occurring in the 864th Engineer
Battalion; as of 06Aug14, the 864th had nine companies under
its umbrella after taking over four companies from the 14th
Combat Engineer Battalion. But the battalion’s growth was
only temporary, as three of the companies were deactivated
01Oct14. Additionally, the 617th Horizontal Construction
Company and the 585th Vertical Construction Company will
be inactivated in 2015, leaving the 864th with six companies.

And that bring us to the present - Summer of 2014. I sit in MG
Ferrell’s office with instructions to “Build and spread the current
Legacy of the Bayonet Division.” My interpretation of that order
is to:
(1) Work with the officers of the Association to get our more
current 7th Division stories into the The Hourglass publication.
(2) Communicate the existence of the 7th Infantry Division
Association and see how many Soldiers we can recruit to
join.
(3) Pull 7th Division stories from WWI, WWII, Korea,
Panama veterans to ensure our Soldiers know the legacy of
the 7th Division.
(4) Nest with the Ft. Lewis Museum and the Center for Military
History and get our legacy up for the public to see.
I am a proud owner of the most recent copy of The Hourglass
and I especially enjoyed the “We Get Letters” section. I sent in
my application and dues to join your ranks as a member of the
Association and now I too carry the Association’s membership
card.
STAY BAYONET!
Erich Roberts
CPT INF
th
7 ID CG’s Initiatives Group
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COL Timothy Holman addresses soldiers of the 555th
Eng Bde.
At the same time the 864th is expanding, the 14th Combat
Engineer Battalion will deactivate and then reactivate as the 14th
Brigade Engineer Battalion (BEB) and fall under the 2/2
Stryker Brigade Combat Team.
Soldiers affected by the restructuring will be managed individually
to align them with the needs of the Army.
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Today
’s 7ID
oday’s
New 7ID Section at JBLM
Museum

Courage Inn - Best In the Army
By SGT Philip A. Velez, 7ID
A Dining Facility (DFAC) is an institution as old as the military
itself. From the first march of the Continental Army to the
continuing deployments of our forces around the world; a fully
functional food service facility has been a critical aspect of mission
success. One can only imagine the special kind of mettle it takes
to be able to be a great DFAC - let alone the best DFAC.
On 26Sep14 the Courage Inn on Joint Base Lewis-McChord
received the Philip A. Connelly Award as the best dining facility
in the entire US Army. The Courage Inn is a consolidated dining
facility operated by personnel from the 62nd Medical Brigade,
51st Expeditionary Signal Battalion, and the 201st Battlefield
Surveillance Brigade. The award was presented by LTG
Lanza and MG Ferrell.

CPT Erich Roberts, 7ID CG’s Initiatives Group
In Sep’14 the 7ID opened a 7th Division gallery inside the local
JBLM Museum. It’s about 800 square feet of history and covers
the period from Dec’17 - current operations. Below are photos
of some of the displays.
The next project is to secure more Division artifacts. Apparently
there is a warehouse in Anniston, AL that holds other historical
pieces. Hopefully those artifacts can be secured and brought
home to the Division HQ.

On any given day the Courage Inn feeds over 1,300 people
daily and over 26,000 monthly. It also provides field feeding
support for each of its individual parent units, as well as National
Guard and Army Reserve units. On top of that, the Courage Inn
routinely hosts VIPs such as the Secretary of the Army, the Army
Chief of Staff, and the Sergeant Major of the Army, to name just
a few.

Sec. of the Army John McHugh and the Courage Inn
staff during his visit in Jul’14.

The gallery where the 7ID items are displayed.

A section of the 7ID WWI display.
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How I Won The War - Part 1
By David Keefe
My story is fairly typical of a lot of boys who enlisted in the
Army. I tried college for a couple years but, in 1948, eventually
went into the Army for a 2-year enlistment. That was an eyeopening experience where I learned that “the powers that be”
are always right, so I started to conform to the rules and
regulations. That led me to discover a maturity and discipline
that has helped me the rest of my life.
At the outbreak of the Korean War my enlistment was extended
to 3 years and I ended up getting commissioned, in 1951, as a
2LT upon completion of the OCS program at Ft. Riley, KS.
From there I went to Ft. Bliss, TX for Artillery training and was
eventually sent to Korea, where I was assigned to the 15th AntiAircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Bn (AAA AW), 7th
Inf Div. I went to a platoon attached to the 31st Inf that consisted
of 4 M-15 half-track vehicles with quad .50 cal, turret-mounted
machine guns and 2 M-20 tanks armed with 40mm cannons.
The unit was dug in along an old railroad bed in the Kumwha
Valley and was in contact with Chinese forces there.

Although I don’t believe you ever get used to being shelled, it
does become routine after a while. I didn’t mind the artillery
shelling as much as I did the 80mm and 120mm mortars that the
Chinese rained down on us. Their fire was inexplicably accurate
and it was discovered that a number of our Korean houseboys
were actually No. Koreans who had infiltrated the “houseboy
corps” and were acting as forward observers using small radios
they had hidden in their clothing. From that point on there were
no houseboys allowed anywhere near the front lines.

Tank armed
with 40mm
cannons.

We always worked closely with the Infantry units and set up
lines of fire and coordinated fire plans so that everyone knows
where everyone is and can respond to enemy threats. Our quad50s were set up with interlocking fields of fire that could sweep
the area in front of us with a wall of bullets, fired about chest
high. That way our men could safely crawl back to our lines
while we raked the area with devastating firepower. Our quad50s and 40mm cannon were originally meant to be used as antiaircraft weapons, but they worked very well as covering fire for
infantry troops.
Quad 50 half-track
One day, for some dumb reason, I silhouetted myself on a
ridgeline and they sent a few well-placed artillery rounds in my
direction. I dove for cover off the trail and landed in a patch of
razor wire that we had laid out to deter enemy patrols. One of
the rounds landed close enough that, when I noticed the blood
on my legs, I assumed I had been hit. I was able to crawl out of
there and made my way to the aid station for treatment. The
medic told me the cuts were all from the razor wire, but that he
could still put me in for a Purple Heart. I told him, “No thanks,”
figuring I should just be thankful and hope I continued to be
lucky. One thing I never did again was silhouette myself on a
ridgeline!
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Toward the end of our assignment in the Kumwha area, which
included the Battle of Triangle Hill, my unit was relieved by
another platoon in order for us to go to the rear and get new
equipment. So we left our 4 M-15sand 2 M-20s in place with
new crews. Three weeks later were back on line in the area of
Old Baldy, and later, Porkchop Hill where we involved in combat
operations that resulted in substantial losses by the 7th Div.
In future installments I’ll recount more of my contributions to
winning the war.
David Keefe
PO Box 4820
Saratoga Spgs, NY 12866
<dkpvny@gmail.com>
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Now You’re a Combat Photographer
The “Now you’re a FO” article (Sum’13)
triggered my memories of my initiation into,
and with, the “Army way.” When I enlisted
during the Korean War, the recruiting
sergeant assured me that, because I was
enlisting rather than drafted, I could pick my
branch of service. I chose Airborne.

and handle grip was, and who was my ammo
bearer? He told me I would carry all the
ammo and would be going out on patrol that
night. He also advised me to practice shooting
the thing while I had the chance. “Now you
are a BAR man!”

After about three weeks of Basic training, I
asked to see the company commander, but
was finally only seen by his assistant. Asking
when I would get to parachute training, I was
told that regardless of my enlistment choice, I was advised of
the fine print within my enlistment papers that said, “Due to the
exigencies of the Army, I could be put into the WACS (Women’s
Army Corps) if necessary.”
I completed my Basic and, because of my civilian experience as
a photographer, I was sent to Camp San Luis Obispo, CA, to
attend the Army’s West Coast Photo School. Upon completing
that and being assigned as cadre in the Leadership unit, I was
sent directly to Pusan (now Buson) Korea. Disembarking in
Dec’52, I was issued winter gear and a M1 Garand. Explaining
to the Quartermaster sergeant that, as a MOS 1945, I was a
Combat Photographer and I required a sidearm. He told me
that because of recent heavy casualties riflemen were needed,
not photographers. “Now you are a Rifleman.”
A train ride north to the 7th Replacement depot, and then on to
Co A, 31st Inf Regiment. This led to a stint in a foxhole, frozen
feet (those damn rubber boots!), thawed out, and issued a BAR.
I mentioned to the squad leader that, although I knew of this
weapon, I had never trained with it. I asked where the bipod

“T Bone” was next, in a bunker on top of the
hill with another soldier and a wood-burning
stove. I was assigned next to a check point
bunker at the MLR, equipped with a mounted
.30 cal. air-cooled machinegun in the
observation port, with commo (communications) wire strung out
like a fan out to beyond the barbed wire in front of the bunker. I
asked my fellow occupant what they were for. He told me they
were attached to the firing pins of phosphorous hand grenades
imbedded inside 30 cal. machinegun boxes filled with napalm
and partially buried. When attacked, you pulled the commo wire,
lit up the area with flaming napalm, grabbed the EE8 telephones,
reported the action, and fired the machine gun. That’s how I
earned my CIB (Combat Infantryman’s Badge).
Eventually one of the phones rang, and I was told to report to
the Division Photo Section. “Now you’re a Combat
Photographer.”
Stay tuned for more of my exciting adventures. I am enclosing
some photos with descriptions and ask that photo credits be
given for each. That was the goal (recognition of those that went
into battle using cameras while others were using guns) of another
organization I belong to, The International Combat Camera
Association.

A 7 th Div camp
sign in N. Korea,
1952-53.
Photo of a “war map”
taken at 7ID Hq in N.
Korea, 1953.

Continued next page...
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"Combat Photographer" from p29

7ID “Bayonet” sign posted
above the 2ID “Ivanhoe”
sign in N. Korea, 1952.

Chinese & N. Korean prisoners captured
17Apr53 during the battle for Pork Chop Hill
by troops of the 31st Inf Rgt being brought
down to be interrogated by 1LT McCall.

SGT Samson Rosenfeld, 7ID Photo
Section Chief, taking photos
through an observation port at the
MLR near Old Baldy in N. Korea,
1953. Photo: LT Walter L. Whyland,
Photo Section Officer.

Rosenfeld unloading his camera gear at
Old Baldy, near the MLR in N. Korea,
1953. Photo: LT Walter L. Whyland,
Photo Section Officer.
Sam Rosenfeld
6570 Kelvin Ave.
Canoga Park, CA 91306
(818) 340-7798
<samatcli@att.net>

Certificate given to members of the 7ID returning to the USA in
1954 warning civilians that they were on their way back home, and
to lock up their daughters.
Unless noted, all photos by Samson Rosenfeld, Combat Photographer.
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How I Won The War - From Inchon to the Chosin Reservoir
By Bob Tate
me not to leave sweaty socks on when you go to sleep!

Tate while serving in 1950, and a recent photo.
I was just 17 years old, stationed in Sendai, Japan, with the 7th
Infantry Division in G-3 Operations when the war started in
Korea. I was in Korea from the Inchon landing, to the race to
the Yalu River, and all points between.
th

st

The 7 ID went in with the 1 Marine Division at the Inchon
invasion in Sep’50. I remember the sniper fire that first night,
wondering to myself what the heck I was doing there, and thinking
I should be home in school instead of where I was. The 7th ID
and the 1st Marines secured Inchon, Suwon, Kimpo Air Base
and took Seoul. My commander, LTC Hampton, the G-3, was
killed in a tank ambush around the third day while we were
trying to hook up with a task force near Suwon.
After this we were convoyed back to Pusan in order to make a
landing at Wonsan and Iwon on the east coast. The 7th and 1st
made the landings without resistance and began the push north.
Units of our 17th Regiment made it all the way to the Yalu River
at Hysanjin. It’s been over 50 years now and I know memories
begin to fade but, if I remember correctly, the 1st Marine Division
was located in and around the southern edge of the Chosin
Reservoir (Hagaru-ri, Koto-ri), with the 31st Infantry Regiment,
57th Field Artillery Battalion, and elements of the 32nd Regiment
(all 7th ID units) being right in the reservoir area.
We were all cold, it was -21 degrees, and pretty tired when we
slogged into Pukchong late one night. I took off my shoes, not
noticing my sweaty socks, and jumped into my sleeping bag
trying to get warm. When I woke up, my left toes were frozen
white with ice between them. It scared the heck out of me, but I
managed to massage them and they were okay. It sure taught

When the Chinese came across the border and began driving us
out, I remember trying to make it down the MSR (main supply
route). I hitched a ride in an Air Force forward observer van
before they could cut it off and catch us in the Chosin Reservoir
trap. We barely made it before they cut it off and closed the
trap. Elements of the 7th ID (31st Inf Regt, 32nd Inf Regt, 57th
Field Arty Bn, and other support units) were not so lucky and
were caught at the Chosin Reservoir and suffered tremendous
casualties and unspeakable hardships.
If I remember correctly our Asst. Division Commander, BG
Hodes, put together a tank task force and broke through at
Hagaru-ri to get some of the troops out.
I remember making it to Hungnam and while waiting to be
evacuated I tried to get some sleep in what I think was a bombed
out school. But the Navy was bombarding the enemy from the
harbor and it seemed like every shell was going right over the
building where I was trying to sleep. Finally we boarded the
craft to be taken to the ship. It was dark and I remember our
craft being challenged for our identity by the heavy cruiser USS
St. Paul. We were to be aboard ship for three days, but ended
up being on it for over a week before we got to Pusan. Everyone
on board was sick with dysentery and the whole ship was pretty
messy. I don’t ever remember (before or since) being as cold
and discouraged as I was that December in 1950.
Bob Tate
HQ, G3 Section, 7ID
<Sweettater33@msn.com>
Editor’s note: After being discharged in Dec’52, Bob
got married and, in 1955, joined the US Air Force
Reserve and was First Sergeant of the 71st Troop Carrier
Squadron for 13 years. He was activated for a short
period during the Cuban Missile Crisis and was again
activated in 1968 during the Vietnam War. But, because
of a family situation, was discharged for hardship
reasons. According to Bob, letting his squadron go to
Vietnam without him was the hardest thing he ever had
to do.
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How I Won The War - THE MILESTONE MISSION
By Gene Richards
I began my duty as an artillery air observer with the 7th Infantry
Division on 11Dec52 when I flew my first mission in the Army’s
Cessna L-19 “spotter” plane. By the following June, I had flown
over 200 missions. On 06Jun53, LT James W. Foster (pilot)
and I were given the honor of flying a special “milestone” mission.
He had also been on duty as a pilot with our unit for several
months. He was the senior pilot in the unit at that time and I was
the senior observer (both of us had been with the unit longer that
any of the other pilots and observers).

Someone in the Air Section determined by reviewing the air
section’s flight records all the way back to WW II (when the air
section had first been formed), that we were approaching the
20,000th mission for the 7th Division Air Section. So Foster and
I got the honor of flying that milestone mission. It was just a
coincidence that the date we flew this mission was on the 9th
anniversary date of “D-Day,” that well-known date in 1944 when
the Allies invaded Normandy Beach in Europe, the most important
event of WW II.

black & white photo was printed in the 7th Division issue of the
military newspaper, “Stars & Stripes” with a short story about
the milestone mission and captioned with the headline - THEY
FLEW THE BIG ONE.

I still have the original 8x10, black & white prints, produced by
the 7th Signal Co. of the 7th Infantry Division. They are over 54
years old (and still in good condition)! I learned about 14 years
ago, when I was trying to locate my army buddy, LT James W.
Foster, the pilot, that he had died of a massive heart attack in
July, 1979. I never got to see him again, after Korea.

Upon landing, after returning from that milestone mission, our
Division Commander, MG Arthur G. Trudeau was there to
greet and congratulate us. Also, our Division Aviation officer,
MAJ George Handley participated in the ceremony. A 7th
Division photographer, PVT J. Andujar, took two photos: one
of Foster, myself, MG Trudeau, & MAJ Handley; the 2nd photo
was of LT Foster and me, standing under the wing of that L-19
(with our parachutes still strapped to our backs). This 8x10,

Richards (L) and Foster after the milestone mission.

7IDA Internet Survey Response
There were a number of responses to our request for feedback
on The Hourglass. Not as many as we hoped for, but at least
we did get some. Here are some of them:
What type of material would you like to see more of?
Seekers
Any “Hourglass” material that you tend to skip?
None
I read it cover to cover
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What are your favorite “Hourglass” features?
Letters, Seekers, Member Articles
Letters, Seekers, QM Store, Reunion Info, Member
Articles, Staff Articles
Everything!
Other comments?
Just keep mailing me the newsletter!
The present format is better than OK.
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Acuity Flagpole Project
Submitted by Casey Stengel
On 16Jun14 one of the world’s tallest
flag poles was dedicated in Sheboygan,
WI. It was erected by the Acuity
Insurance Company to pay tribute to
America in a grand fashion. It replaces
some earlier tall flag poles Acuity had
previously erected after the attack on the
World Trade Center on 11Sep01.
The flag pole towering over the Acuity Insurance
campus. Mortenson Const artist’s concept drawing

Standing 400’ tall, the new Acuity The flag flying high.
Insurance Flagpole is the tallest flagpole Photo: Milwaukee
in North America. It is located on the Journal-Sentinel
Acuity Insurance headquarters campus
in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, along Interstate 43 between
Milwaukee and Green Bay. The pole supports a 60’-wide by
120’-long American flag.
The pole was fabricated by Broadwind Tower & Heavy
Industries of Manitoc, WI. It is comprised of 6 sections, each
about 65’ in length, and was raised in a series of 8 lifts.
Located at the base of the flagpole is a brick paver patio featuring
the names of all Sheboygan County residents killed on active
duty, dating from the Civil War to present.

The base section lying on its side at
Broadwind Tower Industries.
Photo: WHBL-TV

Flagpole Facts:
♦ 400-foot flagpole weighs approximately 420,000 pounds
♦ There are two versions of the 60’x120’ flag:
♦ 220 pound flag is flown during normal conditions
♦ 350 pound flag is flown during harsher weather
♦ Each star is 3 feet high and each stripe is 4 1/2 feet wide
♦ 680 cubic yards of concrete used in the foundation, which is
10’ deep and 70’ wide
♦ Over 500 gallons of paint cover the pole
♦ 11’ diameter at base tapers to 5½’ diameter at top, which
swivels with the wind direction. It has 148 anchor bolts, each
8’ long, anchored in the cement base
♦ Three pendulum-style tuned mass dampers reduce movement
and vibration
♦ Designed to withstand a low temperature of -42°F and 200
mph winds
You can watch an interesting video at:
http://mortenson.wistia.com/medias/
tejnwpitig#_media_7651795

The flag being raised by (at least) 21 people.
Photo: Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel
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The Bayonet - Circa 1953
Below is the 4 page, 05Apr53 issue of The Bayonet, the 7ID’s
in-country newspaper, published weekly by the 7ID Troop
Information and Public Information Office. At that time MG
Arthur Trudeau was the commanding general, MAJ S.R.
Broskley, Jr. was the OIC, and PVT Herbert W. Hugo was
the editor.

As we are unable to reproduce the publication at a size you can
read, here are some of the headlines for that issue so you can
get a flavor of the content.
Page 1
Yanks Rescue Columbians After 2
Days
Ted Mack Visits 7th ID For Talent
Contest
General Gives 16 High Awards
Page 2
Buccaneer Warriors Come Offline
34 EM Graduate From Signal School
Double Trouble – 3 Sets of Twins In
7ID Arty
Bucs Able to Freshen Up
New CO for A Btty, 31st FA
Pinup Photo of Connie Russell
Page 3
Jewish Men Observe Passover
3 Bucs Hide Behind Enemy Lines
Recruiter Lists Benefits For ReUppers
Grand Ole Opry Favs Play To Packed
House
Pinup Photo of Ava Gardner
Page 4
Polar Bear & Newsman Nearly
Interview Reds
3 Bucs Win Silver Star For Baldy
Bravery
Photo Of CPL Clifford Sullivan (K/31st
Inf) Being Notified Of Son’s Birth
Weekly Honor Roll of Silver & Bronze
Star Recipients
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Did You Know…?
By law, since 1958, the
US Postal Service and
the
Veterans
Administration are
supposed to provide
flags to the families of
deceased veterans. In
fact, the Veterans
Administration
distributes about
A folded buried flag at a veteran’s 500,000 flags a year to
cemetery funeral.
the
USPS
to
accomplish this.
If you go to the VA’s web site it will inform you that families of
veterans or funeral directors can obtain a free burial flag from
any regional VA office or US Post Office. All you need, in theory,
is a record of the veteran’s honorable discharge such as a DD214, a death certificate and a completed VA Form 27-2008.
In practice, it isn’t quite this simple. Many Post Offices do not
have flags in stock and are not quite clear about where a flag
could be obtained. And, sometimes, even the VA doesn’t have
one immediately available. You can call 1-800-275-8777 to find
out which Post Offices have flags available.

Military Markers
Several readers have asked about Army grave markers. Walter
Drake has them on their
website at <wdrake.com>.
Just enter “military
marker” in their Search
window.

Final Taps
We remember those who
ha
ve lef
t our r
ank
s
hav
left
rank
anks
Organization
Name

Co/Bat.

Date of Death

13th Engineer Battalion [C]
*Nelson, Maurice R. ‘Rex’
C

4/14/2014

17th Infantry Regiment
*Long, Lowell N.
*Novotny, William R.

A
M

Unknown
3/13/2014

184th Infantry Regiment
*Bankson, Jack J.
*French, Mervin W.
*Mortimore, Donald C.

C
G
A

7/9/2014
July 2011
Unknown

31st Infantry Regiment
Callister, Valden J.
E
*Jensen, Douglas M.
Tank
Morin, Edward A.
Heavy Mortar

5/6/2013
11/19/2013
2/26/2014

32nd Infantry Regiment
Bell, Elaine
H
*Galles, Dean E.
H&D
Schadler, John W.
I

Unknown
12/13/2013
11/3/2011

78th AAA Battalion
*Makowski, Edward C.

B

2/21/2014

Signal

Unknown

HHB & Svc
HQ

5/14/2014
2011

7th Signal Co.
*Klay, Frank W.
8th Field Artillery
Highland, Eugene D.
*Broader, William E.

Total 15
Note: Honored Members identified by an asterisk.

They stand a full 30" high
with a 6.25" diameter,
weather-resistant service
plaque. The cost is $9.99+
shipping, and includes a
nylon flag and aluminum
stake.
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Your Dues Status

The Hourglass Staff

Dues are $50.00 for a 2-year period. The current period
began on 07/01/2013 and your "Dues Status" as printed
on your mailing label indicates the period covered by your
last payment. If you wish to pay your 2015-17 dues in
advance, please send your payment to:

Publisher: ............................... Frank S. Wadge
Editor: ..................................... Jerry Piller

7th IDA
308 Cortland Way
Roswell, GA 30076-1381
If your Dues Status is displayed as "Associate", "Honored",
Honorary" or "Special", you are exempt from payment of
dues. We appreciate your participation and support of the
7th Infantry Division Association.

Your continuing
support of the
Association is
appreciated.

Copy Deadlines: Winter Issue - September 15th
Summer Issue - April 15th
Contributions are invited from any 7th Infantry Division
Association member or supporter. eMail submission is
preferred, and should be sent to:
hourglass@7ida.us
Hard copy submissions should be mailed to:
Hourglass Editor, 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753

Please include a self-addressed
stamped envelope if you wish your
material to be returned to you.

