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Another 6 months have zipped by since the
last issue of our great newsletter, The
Hourglass, and this is already my 2nd greeting
to you 7th Division vets since being elected as
your President at the San Antonio reunion last
September. We are presently in the initial
phases of planning our next reunion, which will be in the Seattle/
Tacoma, WA area. Dick Hazelmyer has already contacted some
of the hotels in that area - checking on room rates, banquet
halls, hospitality meeting rooms, etc. However, due to time
constraints in publication deadlines for The Hourglass, the 2015
reunion details are not set, so the final details will appear in our
next newsletter. So, be patient and watch for your 2014 winter
edition. Then take the bull by the horns and send in your
registration to attend!
I’m still in the process of getting to know some of our newly
elected governors and officers. We have a good group leading
this organization, and a lot of work ahead of us. The real challenge
facing us right now is to keep our Association from “dying on
the vine.” Our membership has been very rapidly declining due
to the average age of our group. Most of our WWII members
have passed on and the majority left are Korean War vets and
some DMZ vets from the immediate years following the Ceasefire. We MUST recruit a bunch of those DMZ vets who served
in Korea from 1954 thru 1971. With the replacement turnover
of an infantry division in Korea being nearly 100% every 18
months, and the division strength being at least 15,000 soldiers,
this adds up to a potential of 180,000 who would have been
with the 7th Division in Korea during that time frame. If someone
can find us a database (roster with names, ranks, serial # and
just the home state of their address), we can track them down
and recruit them! Then there are younger vets who served with
the 7th when it was re-activated at Ft. Carson, CO and, now,
Continued on Page 24
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We Get Letters
I met an Air Force major at a seminar
who explained the Air Force’s
version of the Order of the Bayonet
Award. According to him, the Order
of the Bayonet was established in
1981
to
recognize
the
accomplishments of those who have
made significant contributions to the
security and ground defense of air bases,
regardless of their position or rank.
This is the highest honor Air Mobility
Command (AMC) security forces men and
women can receive.
“This is like the Heisman trophy for
cops in the Air Force,” said COL Robert
Dutterer of the AMC Security Forces
Directorate at Scott AFB, IL. “This is
as huge as it gets.” The last recipient
was a Senior Master Sergeant. It is
usually awarded to Colonels and Chief
Master Sergeants.

The paper has an article concerning
5 N. Korean infiltrators who were
killed when they tried to
assassinate the S. Korean president
a few days earlier. Their bodies
were put in a black tent. A Korean
general came by and said that, “The
cold Korean winter is more gentle to
some than others,” meaning that the
dead men could no longer feel the cold.
Kit Kittinger
225 3rd St. SE
Loveland, CO 80537

At the San Antonio reunion I interviewed
and videotaped 19 of the attendees.
Here are the links to the interviews. I
hope you enjoy listening to them.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gwyj0AoxfU

Rich Coutermarsh
7IDA Governor
<rac333@cebridge.net>

I came across some old propaganda
leaflets that I found when I was
stationed at Camp Kaiser, and a page of
the Pacific Stars & Stripes dated
Wednesday, 24Jan68. I know I had more
leaflets than the ones I found, but
they’re lost to history.
One of the leaflets purports to show US
Navy sailors throwing S. Korean soldiers
from a US Navy hospital ship off the
Vietnam coast. Another says it shows a
S. Korean soldier who had defected to
the North. These leaflets were dropped
all over S. Korea, but we just used
them as toilet paper in the field.
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www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTqPYC0UtCQ
www.youtube.com/watch?v=trz8gaKO8MI
Thanks to all of you for your service
for our country!
Bruce Quernemoen
(son of LeRoy Quernemoen)
(214) 551-1308
<Bruce.Quernemoen@emerson.com>

I read with great interest the Then &
Now piece in the Win’13 issue on page
23. Here’re some similar items that I
have. My membership card from the Society
of the Bayonet Division, from 1965,
doesn’t have a number, but the Bn CO,
Adolph L Belser, signed it and his name
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is typed above his signature.

Also shown here are a free Johnny Mathis
concert ticket that was held at Camp
Casey on 21Apr66, and a 7ID EM mess
card.

A proud Texan sends greetings to you,
and thanks you for mailing The Hourglass
newsletter to me. I found it quite
interesting reading. A couple of the
stories especially interested me - the
one about the fire direction in Korea,
and the one about your new president,
Gene C. Richards.
It just so happens that Gene and I were
both drafted into the U.S. Army back
in Jan’51, attended basic, advanced
basic, Leader’s School, then graduated
from Fort Sill Artillery School on
08Apr52.
As 2nd LTs, we both served in Korea in
the 7th ID. I was in B Battery, 48th FABN,
32nd Regiment and my first assignment
was being attached to the Ethiopian
Battalion on the OP near Triangle Hill,
then on Old Baldy, and finally on the
central front. I later was assigned to
Service Battery as motor officer, then
HQ as a liaison officer.
Dwight L. Thomas
319 Palm Drive
Marlin, TX V6661
(254) 803-3688
<dwightfwk@sbcglobal.net>

I hope your readers enjoy seeing these.
The holes in the cards are from hanging
on a bulletin board all these years.
Patrick Hemphill
713 Pine Lake Ave.
La Porte, IN 46530-2320
(219) 362-5010
<pdhmn6@frontier.com>

I am an 84-year old, self-proclaimed
historian for the 32nd Inf and 7th ID. As
you may know, the 32nd was originally a
Hawaiian unit formed in WWI known as
the “Queen’s Own.”
I served in Korea, between May’51 and
Apr’52, where I was originally an
assistant gunner on a .30cal light
machinegun until we went up to Old Baldy
on 18Sep51. There we suffered 5 KIA &
15 WIA, including most of the BAR men.
I was then assigned to a BAR, which
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scared the hell out of me until I fired
it. I immediately fell in love with it.

my former 31st Inf Rgt “Polar Bear” pin
on the other.

Frostbite got me at Satae-Ri Valley in
Jan’52. Later I was sent to Ft Ord,
where I was treated for malaria and
exposure to poison oak from head to
foot. Eventually I was assigned to the
Sixth Army Honor Guard at the Presidio
of San Francisco, where I spent another
month in the Letterman Army Hospital
with the “Korean crud,” which I still
have today. I was discharged from the
Army in Jan’54.

For most of my time with the 7ID, I
didn’t have access to genuine lighter
fluid, but found that I could still use
it by dipping it into the gas tanks of
our unit’s Jeeps. The Jeeps at that
time were left over from WWII and had
the gas tanks and filler caps under the
driver’s seat. You would tilt the seat
forward on its hinges and lean it against
the steering wheel, which then exposed
the very large gas tank filler cap. All
you had to do was unscrew the cap,
insert the lighter, and voila, another
week’s worth of fire “good to go.”

I stayed out long enough to fear I
would end up a drunk or wind up in jail,
so I then enlisted in the Navy for four
years. At least I got to see where
those F4U Corsairs and F2H Banshees came
from. If you have seen the movie “Bridges
of Toko-Ri,” that was the aircraft
carrier USS Oriskany, CVA 34. I served
on her for 2 years and then on the USS
Bon Homme Richard, CVA 31, for another
2 years. I wanted to go back to the
Army, but they would not take married
men at that time.

Sam Rosenfeld
6570 Kelvin Ave.
Canoga Park, CA 91306

As you can see from my membership card,
I was a member way back in 1954.

I had the opportunity to attend the 7th
de-flagging ceremony at Ft. Ord, but
missed the re-flagging at Ft. Lewis.
Bob Fleak
157 Parque Recrero
Rohnert Park, CA. 94928
(707) 584-1731 fax 584-1025
<rfleak1@gmail.com>

I’m curious, how many members do you
have that go back to 1954?

I still have the ZIPPO cigarette lighter
(Sum’13) I used during the “Korean
Police Action,” circa 1952, and up until
I stopped smoking 20 years later. In
Korea I had the motor pool guys solder
a 7ID “hourglass” pin on one side and

Editor’s note: A check of the roster by the Roster
Manager revealed that we still have 4 members who
were members pre-1957. Records prior to 1989 are
sketchy at best, so this may not be an exact count.
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Warren MacDonald, USA (Ret)
Heavy Tank Co, 32nd RCT, Korea 1951-52
<wgmacdonald@hotmail.com>
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Here’s what we looked like in the summer
of 1968 when I was assigned to HHC, 1st
Bn, 31st Inf when we went out on patrols
into the DMZ to intercept North Korean
infiltrators trying to get into So.
Korea.

The 2/32 Inf HQ building at the DMZ.

L to R - Top: Bill Hoffman (OK), 2LT Steve Williamson
(TN), Earnest Wolf (GA), John Hargis (NC), & Robert
Owens (GA). Bottom: Jessie Broglin (TN), Terry W.
York (IN), Sandy Sandifer (TN), Edward Freund (IL)
& David Thorton (NY).
Sandy Sandifer
<sandman48@dishmail.net>

4 US troops walking up the road leading to the top of a
DMZ observation post. They look to be carrying 3 M16s and a M-60 machine gun.

I was an Artillery forward observer
assigned to HQ, 2nd Bn, 32nd Inf from
July-Dec 1970. Here are some photographs
I took while I served up on the DMZ.

Looking south across the Imjin River. There’s a truck
driving on the road in the lower R corner.

A deuce-and-a-half exiting the camp with US and
KATUSA guards.
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Looking south from an observation post north of the Imjin
River, on the “no man’s land” side of the DMZ fence. You
can see the barrier fence running across the center of
the photo if you look closely.

The top of the artillery observation post in the DMZ
covered with a light dusting of snow. Note the 3 soldiers
standing just to the L of the top (marked by the *).
Edward E. Miller
4354 Reka Circle
Anchorage, Alaska
907-575-9376
<friendlyedinak@gmail.com>

7th IDA and Proud of it!

A Jeep, with a mounted M-60 machinegun and a 3-man
crew, patrols the camp’s perimeter.

Now here’s a Member who knows how to advertise the 7IDA.
It's our QM, Dan McPharlin with a total of 7 stickers on his
vehicles! It definitely lets folks know who he’s associated with.
Way to go Dan!

The perimeter of the camp area at the DMZ.
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Seekers Pages
How can I obtain the 60th Anniversary Korean War
medal? I saw the article in The Hourglass with
the picture of the medal hanging on a ribbon,
this is what I would like to obtain.
I was wounded, 07Jul53, on Pork Chop Hill.
Robert E. Miller
Co A, 7th Div, 17th Inf Rgt
<davadj@bellsouth.net>

I have tried, without success, to donate them to a local or
Hawaiian museum. I checked with a small museum in
Honolulu, the Ft. Carson Museum, the new Ft.
Benning Infantry Museum, the Ft. Lewis Museum,
and the Presidio National Park Museum - all of
them already have these weapons. Does anyone
out there have any idea as to where I could donate these items?
Bob Fleak
157 Parque Recrero
Rohnert Park, CA. 94928
(707) 584-1731 fax 584-1025
<rfleak1@gmail.com>

Editor’s note: Gene Peeples, who was our president
at the time, provided this information about obtaining
the medal, “I had requested that 42 medals be shipped
to our San Antonio reunion, but they only shipped me 8.
They are no longer available.”
I am looking for any info or photos of my father-in-law, John
R. “Jig” Anthony, who served in Pacific in WWII. I think he
was in Co H or Co I of the 32nd Inf.
Anything would be appreciated.
Thanks.
Mike Whitehead
<whitehead5829@bellsouth.net>

I served in Korea in ’51-52 and am now 84 and slowing down.
Over the years I have assembled quite a few artifacts. I have
two sons, but neither of them would know what to do with these
artifacts.

My name is Sharla Caggiano and I have a 98-year old friend
who is a WWII vet. He was in the 7th Recon during WWII that
fought in the Aleutian Islands, the Marshall Islands, Leyte,
Phillippines, and Okinawa. I am in the process of recording his
stories for the Library of Congress’ WWII vet program.
I wanted to know if there was any way to find out if any of the
men he served with are still alive. Anyone in the 7th Recon group
would be great, but specifically I’m looking for Sheridan
Mahoney, Paul B. Gritta, Claude Hornbacher, and men with
the last names of Fessen, Carr, and Cravens.
If any of your readers know about these men, or any veterans of
the unit in WWII, I would very much like them to contact me
Sharla Caggiano
<bigredcaggiano@yahoo.com>

I have in my possession the
following: BAR w/belt & clips (inop); Russian Burp gun (in-op);
helmet; mess kit; hot/cold mess
field container; “papa-san” suit
(durumagi); “papa-san” hat (gat);
long-stemmed pipe; canteen; medic
pouch; original Korean “A” frame;
800 photos of WWI, WWII,
Korea, & Panama; 50 books; 40
DVDs; flags from all five service A mannequin wearing a
branches; and a MIA flag.
durumagi and a gat.

"Seekers" continues on Page 8

Did You Know?
The United States has 737 overseas military
installations, and that the Department of Defense
owns 29,819,492 acres of land worldwide.
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Executive Secretary Steps Down

"Seekers" continued
I was in Korea in 1955-56, serving with the 7th Division
Quartermaster Co., where I ran the laundry. COL Quest was
my company commander. Here’s what I looked like then, and
where I worked in the laundry.

Houghton in
Korea

Inside the 7ID Quartermaster
laundry area, 19Jun55.

After Korea I returned stateside to Ft. Sill, OK, where I was
discharged.
If anyone reading this was there during that time, please contact
me.
Gerald “Jerry” Houghton
806 NW Arlington
Lawton, OK 73507
(580) 284-1621

The executive officer of the unit
where I worked in the National
Guard Armory went to a
government office to take care of
some business. The clerk there gave
him two index cards with identical
questions on them. The officer
filled both out, but when he
handed them in, he asked the clerk
why she needed two cards with the
same information.
Stapling the cards together, she said, “That’s in case
we lose one.”
Bill Johnson
courtesy of Reader’s Digest
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Shortly after the reunion in San
Antonio our Executive Secretary
from 2005-13, John “Casey”
Stengel, resigned his position, citing
health reasons for his resignation.
During his tenure Casey designed
and instituted a program to distribute
condolence cards to the families of
those members who passed away,
assisted the President in the planning
Casey at the San
and logistics of 4 reunions and
Antonio reunion.
served as the official recorder of
events at all meetings. Casey has also served as the custodian of
our flags and banners, and any books and documents donated
to the Association.
Casey had a few words he wanted to share with the membership:
“It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your Executive
Secretary, so it is with a very heavy heart that I have given up
my position. After the last reunion in San Antonio I realized that
the memory problems I had been experiencing, and continued
to experience at the reunion, would not let me do justice to the
position. I felt that I could not, in good conscience, continue to
perform the duties of that office so I resigned a short time after
the reunion.
I personally would like to take this opportunity to thank the
officers, governors and members of the Association for giving
me this opportunity to serve. I very much enjoyed being your
Executive Secretary and plan to continue to be a member and
attend as many more reunions as I am able.
THANK YOU and I’ll see you at the next reunion!”
John "Casey" Stengel

Online VA resource
There’s a new online resource
available to veterans and their
families at http://va.gov/explore.
There you can learn about a variety of benefits such as health
care, pensions, insurance, home loans and much more. You can
also apply for benefits and then track its status on the site.
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My Time In The 7th - DMZ Stories
Billy Kelley, a 7IDA Governor, Robert Patterson, the reunion
bagpiper, and Dan McPharlin, our QM, all went through
advanced infantry training (AIT) at Ft. Lewis, WA back in the
1960s. They then went to Ft. Stewart, GA to help train Warrant
Officers at an escape and evasion course before they went to
Vietnam.
The 3 went to Korea, but to different units, a couple of months
later. They were able to reconnect after McPharlin sent in some
photographs that were then published in The Hourglass. All it
took was for them to have the correct spelling of his last name!
From then on, each year, they have visited the others in their
home state…Billy in Houston, TX, Robert in Long Island, NY
and Dan in Oakley, CA.
Here are their recollections of some of their experiences in Korea
while serving in the DMZ.
Billy was among a group of soldiers on patrol when their
radioman was shot dead through the head. The sergeant in the
group, a Vietnam veteran, ordered the men to take cover. He
then low-crawled up to the radio and contacted base camp.
While he was doing this he was shot in the side but continued to
speak on the radio while holding his side. When the APCs were
on the way the North Korean’s pulled out. Four men were
wounded.

A M113 APC (Armored Personnel Carrier), commonly
in use in Korea and Vietnam in the 1960s & 70s.
US Army photo.
Dan was on a 4-man, 24-hr patrol inside the DMZ to intercept
North Koreans trying to sneak through. They went into the Zone
just after dawn and marched until an hour before dusk. A
perimeter was set up with trip flares and Claymore mines and

they waited for nightfall. Probably about midnight, the guy to
Dan’s right, Carl Tracy (who extended his DMZ tour and was
the most experienced one of the patrol), saw two North Koreans
on their hands and knees feeling for the trip flare wires. He opened
up on them with his M-14 automatic rifle and expended his 20round clip on them. They both fell over backwards. Then he
detonated his Claymore mine. You could see NK tracer bullets
coming towards the patrol’s position from a little farther out, so
Dan emptied his M-14 in the direction of those bullets. Tracy
then began pitching grenades in the direction of the NKs he saw
coming. Dan heard some noise near his Claymore mine and said,
“Claymore” and hit the detonator, but it did not go off. So he
emptied a magazine in that direction.
Tracy asked for more grenades and, since it was an uphill slope
with trees in the dark on Dan’s side, he did not want to chance
his grenade bouncing back into their perimeter. So Dan gave
him his two, which he tossed after cooking them off on a 3count. They had a “mad minute” when they threw everything
they had at them, and wondered if they had brought enough
ammo. But it soon settled down to the NKs throwing rocks or
sticks at the patrol to try and make them fire but they did not.
Tracy knew what to do. He wanted to go right out and get the
bodies to collect a reward, but they waited until daybreak. The
patrol went out at first light to retrieve the bodies and their
Claymores and flares. Tracy found a lot of blood but no bodies.
The NKs didn’t want their dead taken back to Panmunjom.
When Dan found his Claymore he saw that the wire had been
cut, so it was inoperative. It was normal to set a grenade under
the Claymores when its spikes were pushed into the ground and
then the pin was
pulled so that if the
NKs tried to turn it
around they would
be blown up. Maybe
that is why they
learned to cut the
wires. The patrol
then marched back
to the barrier fence
2 soldiers walk near a DMZ guard
tower.
Reuters photo.
Continued next page...
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"DMZ Memories" continued
gate on high alert until they were on the other side of it. They
loved seeing those machine gun towers at the fence line.
Robert, an Irish citizen at the time, served in the United States
Army from May67 to Apr69. He took his Basic Training at Ft.
Jackson, KY where he played his bagpipes as cadence as his
company marched
during their training.
He also won the 3rd
Army Entertainment
Contest in Nov’67.
He arrived in Korea
in Aug’68 and was
assigned to Camp
Hovey. Later he
went
to Camp
Patterson teaching “Joe from
Howard where he
KY” how to play the bagpipes.

The Power of the P-38
It was a chilling day (back in the 1950s) with snow partially
covering the ground as the Christmas season was slowly
approaching.
An infantry soldier sits outside his tent northeast of Tong du Chon,
Korea. Feeling lonesome and a bit homesick in this remote part
of the world, this soldier slowly opens his box of rations. The
sterno pot did little to heat the crisp winter air as items of the
box were set out on the frost-covered ground.
Thoughts of his warm home back in Union County, OH drift
through his mind as the last can is removed. Deep
in daydreaming, he removes the small paper
packet from the bottom of the box. On it is
written “P-38.” Tearing open the packet, it gave
way to a small bright can opener. Looking
down at this small piece of metal, he noted
a small imprint on the side. Reading the
words “Shelby, Ohio,” brought the
warmth of home back. Suddenly, the chill
faded away to a warm glow. It felt so
good to have that little piece of home in
his hand that he placed it on his key ring. That little
gift from Uncle Sam meant much more than the rations
that day.

served with F Battery,
44th Arty, 2nd Bn, 32nd
Infantry on the Yellow
Sea, north of Inchon.
In about Feb’68 he
transferred to the 2nd
Bn,
17 th
Inf
(Mechanized) at
Camp Kaiser, which
was set up to protect
a missile battalion. He
Patterson while serving with
was a sergeant and
the 44th Arty.
took his squad out to
patrol the hillsides
above the camp. He was discharged in 1969.

Yes, that P-38 is still on the key ring today. And yes, that soldier
from the 7th Inf Div was me. Though a bit darkened and a bit
worn, that gift still brings back a little glow and memories of
Korea each time I look at it or use it.
Joseph Hofbauer
HQ, 7ID
<jgvh36@yahoo.com>

There are many 7ID veterans who have similar stories to tell
and it would be great if they would share their experiences in
writing. If they are not written down, they will be lost.

South Korea to Take Over
In December 2015 the Republic of Korea (ROK) is scheduled
to take command of the Combined Forces Command (CFC),
which includes all ROK and US troops in the country. Originally
the CFC was to be dissolved when control of the ROK’s defense
was handed over to the ROK government. Instead the command
will be expanded. This has been “in the works” since 2007, but
has been delayed a number of times due to heightened tensions
between No. Korea and the ROK/US.
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No. Korea has an army, 1.2 million, that is almost twice the size
of the ROK Army so there will continue to be a very sizeable
US presence in country, which currently numbers 28,500 troops.
“Defending the Republic of Korea against aggression is all about
deterrence,” said US Army GEN James Thurman, the current
CFC commander. Seoul is a short 27 miles south of the DMZ,
approximately the distance from Washington, DC to Quantico,
VA or Annapolis, MD.
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"Oceans Away"
I hung out with the old folks
In the hope that I’d get wise
I was trying to bridge the gap
Between the great divide

They bend like trees in winter
These shuffling old grey lions
Those snow-white stars still gather
Like the belt around Orion

Hung on every recollection
In the theater of their eyes
Picking up on this and that
In the few that still survived

Just to touch the faded lightning
Of their powerful design
Of a generation gathering
For maybe the last time

Call ’em up, n’ dust ’em off, let ’em shine
The ones who hold on to the ones
They had to leave behind
Those that flew and those that fell,
The ones that had to stay
Beneath a little wooden cross oceans away

Call ’em up, n’ dust ’em off, let ’em shine
The ones who hold on to the ones
They had to leave behind
Those that flew and those that fell,
The ones that had to stay
Beneath a little wooden cross oceans away

Oceans away
Where the green grass sways
And the cool wind blows
Across the shadow of their graves
Shoulder to shoulder back in the day
Sleeping bones to rest in earth, oceans away
Oceans away
Call ’em up, n’ dust ’em off, let ’em shine
The ones who hold on to the ones
They had to leave behind
Those that flew and those that fell,
The ones that had to stay
Beneath a little wooden cross oceans away
Editor’s notes: Bernie Taupin is the long-time lyricist for Elton
John and wrote this in memory of his father, CPT Robert Taupin,
who served in the British armed forces during WWII as part of
the Great Generation. This song was released immediately
after our reunion in San Antonio and it brought to my mind the
men in attendance so aptly described in the lyrics. Not all of us
lost a comrade “oceans away,” but many of us have and those
comrades are not forgotten.

◆

Words and Music by Elton John and Bernie Taupin
Copyright © 2013 HST PUBLISHING LTD. and COW DOG MUSIC,
INC. All Rights for HST PUBLISHING LTD. in the United States and
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POLYGRAM INTERNATIONAL, INC. All Rights for COW DOG MUSIC,
INC. Controlled and Administered by UNIVERSAL-POLYGRAM
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Your Stories Are Important!

We'd Still Really Like Your
Feedback

But if they are not written down,
they will be lost!
Your experiences in the 7ID were unique, whether you served
during WWII, the Korean War, in post-war Korea, or any other
time period when the 7ID was an active unit. So, write them
down and send them in!
With this issue we introduce 3 new categories of Member material,
and one or more of them will frame your stories.
“How I Won The War” for those who served in WWII, the
Korean War, or any other period involving combat operations.
“My Time In The 7th” if you served with the 7ID at any other
time such as during the occupations of Korea and Japan, postwar Korea, or stateside.
“Photographic Memories” for those of you with collections
of photos or memorabilia of your time in the 7ID. This can include
materials from any time period.
Your personal contribution helped win the peace and keep the
world safe for your children and grandchildren, and those of our
Allies. So they should be told. Be they dramatic or humorous,
about battling the bull or banding with brothers, we'd like to
hear them!
So write 'em down and send them in to our Editor Jerry Piller
at: Hourglass Editor, 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753
or better yet, eMail them to him at: <hourglass@7ida.us>.

In our last issue we asked you to give
us some information about yourself
and your opinion on the content of
The Hourglass. We said we'd give
you the results in this, the next issue,
but first we would like to thank all of you
who responded. Well, we would like to,
but unfortunately there was not a single Member who took the
opportunity to give us their feedback. Not a one!
There are just 11 simple questions like your Service Status, your
Era of Service, some check boxes for your favorite “Hourglass”
features, plus a space to add any comments or suggestions. It
takes about 10 minutes to fill out.
So, please, those of you with computers, which is probably
most of you, just go to:
www.garponline.com/HGrfb01.htm
and let's hear from you so we can make The Hourglass even
better. Hopefully in the next issue there will be some feedback
to give you on your feedback.
While in Basic Training, we were
taught to keep our heads if taken
prisoner by the enemy. The
methods used to extract
information, we learned, might not
be the ones we were expecting.

You can either suggest which section they fit in, or just send
them in and we’ll decide where they should go. You will find the
first contributions to our new categories in this issue:
“LeRoy Quernemoen’s Photographic Memories” starting
on page 13,
“My Time in the 7th - DMZ Stories” begins on page 9,
and
“How I Won The War” by Gene Richards which starts on
page 31.

“Imagine that the door to your
cell opens and in walks a
beautiful young woman in a
revealing outfit,” said our
instructor. “The best thing to do
is not to touch her.”

So, let The Hourglass record your story and memories for
history!

From the back of the room came the question, “Sir,
what’s the second best thing?”

Publication in The Hourglass ensures that
your story is rightfully recorded as part of
our country’s history.
Page 12

David Graves
Courtesy Reader’s Digest
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Photographic Memories

of LeRoy Quernemoen

Member LeRoy Quernemoen brought a packet of memorabilia to the San Antonio reunion of materials he had kept since his time
at the end of WWII and his return to the USA in 1945. They were available for attendees to look at. He served with the 7th
Quartermaster Co and the 32nd Inf Rgt. Most of the items were faded mimeographs that don’t reproduce well unfortunately, but
here are a few of the items he brought.

7th ID troops setting up a 155mm howitzer on Kwajalein.
The photographer may have been someone named
“Gurtchoff.” It is an official US Army photo, #W-CPA-44120-A. Half of the caption, which was taped to it, is
missing. It was obviously folded to fit in a shirt pocket.

An Associated Press photo of an American gasoline
dump on fire after a Japanese air raid, probably on
Okinawa.

South Gate, officially known as Sungnyemun (literally
Gate of Exalted Ceremonies), which was one of the 8
gates into Seoul between 1392 and 1897AD. #10 on
the fold-out map shown on page 14.

A boy carrying an A-frame somewhere in the Seoul area
in 1945, with the typical mountains and rice paddies in
the background.
Continued next page...
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The Japanese General Government Building. #31 on the
fold-out map.
A torii and steps leading to a Shinto shrine in Seoul.
#11 on the fold-out map below.
Two early issues
(Dec’49 Mar’50)
of the 7IDA
newsletter
"Sands From
the
HOURGLASS
News".
A predecessor of
the publication
you are reading, it
was published
A postcard of Seoul’s Chongsong railroad station built four times a year.
Then the dues
in 1925. It is still standing although it no longer
$
were
1.00 yearly and First Class postage was just 7¢!
functions as a railroad station. #7 on the fold-out map.
A fold-out map
of Seoul.
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From Your Treasurer

Operating Statement
10/1/2013 through 3/31/2014 (Cash Basis)
INCOME
Donations Received
Booster
$590.00
Dues Assistance
$50.00
Hourglass
$50.00
UNARx Plan
$44.50
Unrestricted
$2.72
TOTAL Donations Received
$737.22
Dues Income
$30.00
Dues:2013-15
$9,320.00
TOTAL Dues Income
$9,350.00
Dues in Reserve
2015-17
$550.00
2017-19
$50.00
TOTAL Dues in Reserve
$600.00
Quartermaster Sales
$1,097.02
TOTAL INCOME
$11,784.24

Getting dues up to date has been a real challenge this cycle. The
fact that their Hourglass mailing label shows a Member that
they are “Delinquent” in paying their dues seems not to register.
At the end of December we had 236 lapsed members. With
President Richards’ support, I sent out eMails to those for whom
I had eMail addresses, letters to those who were approaching
“Honored” status, and post cards to those regular Members for
whom I did not have eMail addresses.
As of this writing, we are down to 143 lapsed members. That is
an improvement from the end of December but it is still a
significant loss of dues paying membership. We all appreciate
the response of those who had allowed their membership to
lapse and then responded positively with their dues payment.
The Association truly needs your continuing support if we are to
continue sending out The Hourglass twice a year.
And, while on the subject of dues, I’d also like to respond to
some of the less than complimentary communications I have
received in recent years regarding the increase in dues. They
have been small but necessary to support our goal of publishing
a top quality, 36-page newsletter twice a year. I have chosen so
far not to respond to those individuals who have vented their
displeasure because I consider them to be out of touch with the
times.
I recently received a copy of a 4-page Hourglass published by
the Association back in December 1952. The dues structure
was a little complex at the time, but it averaged out at about
$5.40 biennially. I converted that 1953 amount of $5.40 to what
it would be in today’s dollars at www.usinflationcalculator.com/
and the result was $47.79! That means that instead of receiving
a 4-page newsletter 3 times a year, our Members receive a 36page newsletter, twice a year, for virtually the same rate as
back in 1953!

EXPENSES
Honorariums
Executive Secretary
Hourglass Editor
Quartermaster
TOTAL Honorarium
Hourglass
Distribution
Postage
Production
TOTAL Hourglass
License and Permits Expense
Postage
Postage:Treasurer
TOTAL Postage
Quartermaster
Inventory Purchases
Postage
Shipping supplies
TOTAL Quartermaster
TOTAL EXPENSES

$199.92
$113.32
$40.70
$353.94
$8,265.65

GRAND TOTAL

$3,518.59

$500.00
$500.00
$166.67
$1,166.67
$2,050.00
$14.30
$4,090.54
$6,154.84
$400.00
$21.40
$168.80
$190.20

Balance Sheet - As of 3/31/2014
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts
Bank of America - 33409918020
$23,493.19
CapitalOne - 3273310744
$10,420.54
Certificate of Deposit - B of A
$1,500.00
Petty Cash - Quartermaster
$300.00
TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts
$35,713.73
TOTAL ASSETS
$35,713.73
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
LIABILITIES
Credit Cards
B of A Corporate Credit Card
$29.16
TOTAL LIABILITIES
$29.16
EQUITY
$35,684.57

To those who have registered their objections to the current
biennial dues of $50.00, I offer this as evidence of the excellent
job your Officers and Staff are doing of managing the finances
of this organization. Your continuing support of your Association
is sincerely appreciated by all the Members.
Continued on Page 16
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"Treasurer" continued from Page 15
On the more positive side, I'd like to remind you again that we
still have reserve funds available to assist members who are
experiencing difficult times financially. In early January I received
a letter from a former Governor, in response to the appeal for
dues payments. His wife is under intensive and expensive
treatment for cancer and he very frankly admitted that he would
have to sacrifice his membership in deference to his wife’s
medical care. You cannot believe how rewarding it was to be
able to send him his "paid through 6/30/15" Membership Card,
funded by a donation from a current Member who wanted to
help those in need. That member knows who he is, so "Thank
you" again!
I also need to thank you dues exempt “Honored Members" on
behalf of all Members, for your generous voluntary contributions
to the Booster Fund. Every contribution we receive helps greatly
to extend the longevity of the Association. As our dues paying
membership declines each year, voluntary contributions from
those who can afford it have become increasingly important to
the Association’s survival.

The Medal That Wasn’t To Be
In early 2013 the then Secretary of Defense, Leon Panetta,
announced the creation of a new medal to be awarded to service
members who had participated in combat operations without
actually being in the theater of war. It was to be called the
Distinguished Warfare Medal and was to be awarded for
“extraordinary achievements, regardless of their distance to the
traditional combat theater.” Plans were for it to rank higher in
precedence than the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart.
It didn’t take long for the outrage among civilians, veterans,
Congress, and even troops currently serving in the war zone, to
surface. A petition was generated to the White House’s “We the
People - Your Voice in our Government” web site which gathered
thousands of signatures from people opposing the proposed
medal. The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) also chimed in on
the issue urging the Department of Defense to reconsider the
proposed ranking, saying “medals that can be earned in direct
combat must mean more than medals awarded in the rear.”
The Pentagon tried to counteract
the public outcry over the next
few months, but opposition
continued to grow. Bills were
introduced in both the Senate
and the House prohibiting the
new medal from ranking higher
than the Purple Heart. In March
the new Secretary of Defense,
Chuck Hagel (an enlisted
veteran of the Vietnam War), The proposed medal was
ordered a review of the to have bands (from
proposed medal. That review outside to center) of dark
was completed and, on blue, light blue, red, white,
15Apr13, the medal was dark blue and light blue
scrapped. Secretary Hagel, in with a gold-colored
conjunction with the Joint Chiefs medallion.
of Staff, recommended a new distinguishing device that can be
affixed to existing medals to denote recognition of service that
directly impacts combat operations but does not take place in
the combat zone. What the device will be has yet to be
determined, but it will be used similarly to the “V” device attached
to the Bronze Star that denotes an act of bravery in combat, as
opposed to being awarded simply for meritorious service in a
combat zone.

While I have the attention of you “Honored Members,” I would
like to call your attention to the fact that the postcard I sent you
is rapidly getting out of date. It should be put with your “important
papers,” then completed and mailed by one of your family
members upon your distant demise. Remember, the card needs
a 34¢ stamp or it will not be delivered. I have moved twice
since it was sent to you, so the address you have may well be
incorrect. It is now, and will be until my distant demise 308
Cortland Way, Roswell, GA 30076-1381. Please do us the favor
of updating your cards, and our records.
Finally, we do need your feedback. On page 23 of the Winter
2013 edition, you were given an opportunity to provide input to
this publication. I was most disappointed to learn that absolutely
nobody took advantage of this opportunity. I cannot believe
that you have no opinion on the 36-page publication we send
out twice a year designed to keep you up to date on all things
Hourglass-oriented. On page 12 of this issue are details of
another opportunity. Please use it!
Doug Halbert

Treasurer & Roster Manager
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Veteran Quotes
“Our country’s next greatest generation continues a proud
tradition of courage and valor in defense of liberty. These brave
men and women embody the spirit and ideals our nation was
founded upon.”
James Herdt
9th Master Chief Petty Officer
Veterans Day 2013

“In America, we take care of our own. We take care of our
veterans. We take care of your families. Not just by saluting you
on one day, once a year, but by fighting for you and your families
every day of every year.”
President Barack Obama
Arlington National Cemetery
Veterans Day 2012

Brothers Forever
You may have served in combat, or not.
You may have retired or you may have served for a short time.
You may have been a draftee or a volunteer.
You may have served in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force, Coast Guard or the Merchant Marines.
BUT YOU SERVED.
You did your job honorably and, for that, I am PROUD to call
you Brother.
You may have served during WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Grenada,
Panama, Persian Gulf, Iraq or Afghanistan, but you served, you
did not run.
You have a DD-214 with these words, “HONORABLY
DISCHARGED” - two of the most noble words in the world.
Again, I am proud to know each and every one of you.

QM's Corner
I was with the 7th Infantry Division in Korea from 1968 to 1969
and was assigned to the Recon Platoon, HHC Company, 1st
Battalion, 31st Infantry Regiment at Camp Casey. In Jun’68
the unit moved to Camp Matta, on the DMZ. After six months
at the DMZ we returned to Camp Casey in Jan’69. Four days
before my active duty was to end, and rotate home, two North
Korean MiGs flew down the valley over Camp Casey. Everyone
with time left was extended thirty days.
Since Sep’13, Doug Halbert and Jerry Piller have been my “go
to” guys as I’ve gotten settled in to my new job as the QM. We
made some changes to the QM store, including the addition of a
new bill cap that is suitable for wear by Members who served
with the 7th ID in any era and the 49th Field Artillery’s epaulet
crest. Be sure to check out pages 18-19 as the cap would be a
great way to display your regimental crest.
I met a fellow 7th ID soldier at the VA hospital recently because
he recognized my 7IDA cap and told me how he served with the
7th in Korea in 1964. I gave him a membership form and I hope
he joins our Association. I’d like to ask the Members to wear
their caps displaying the Hourglass unit insignia. We need to show
our patch in public to reach new prosective members for our
Association because they are everywhere.
Since beginning this endeavor, I have sent merchandise to a
Member in Korea and hand-delivered items to a Member in my
own hometown.
I hope you enjoy the DMZ memories piece on p9 that Billy
Kelly, Robert Patterson and I sent in. That was Our Time With
The 7th. And, if I can be of any help, feel free to contact me.
My contact information can be found below.

Dan McPharlin

To the brothers that have touched my life: Here’s to you! I was
never a hero, but I am thankful and proud to have served among
them.

Quartermaster
102 Danvers Court
Oakley, CA 94561-5047
Tel: (925) 308-4337
<qm@7ida.us>

A real Brother walks with you when the rest of the world walks
on you.
Author Unknown
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The Quartermaster’s Store
http://7ida.us/

th

7 IDA Insignia Decal
4½" diameter
$4.00 each

Hat Pins

Lapel Pin

$5.00 each

$7.00 each

Dog Tag Key Ring
$9.00 each

Car Window Decal
2¾" diameter.
$3.50 each

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each

Round Key Ring

Unit Pins
7th IDA Tie Bar
$9.00 each

$9.00 each

The authorized 7th ID unit
pins. One for each epaulet.
$7.00 each

Crests $7.00 each
31st Infantry
Regiment

th

17 Infantry
Regiment

49th Field
Artillery

32nd Infantry
Regiment

Military Belt
Black web belt with brass
military 7th Inf. Div. belt buckle.
$15.00 each

7th IDA License Plate Holder

7th IDA Bumper Sticker
$3.00 each

Pricing
1 .......... $ 7.00
2 .......... $ 11.00
3 .......... $15.00

4 .......... $19.00
5 .......... $23.00
6 .......... $27.00

Special
Offer!
FREE sticker with any order!!
Page 18
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7th IDA Patch

Hourglass Patch

$5.00 each

$6.50 each

Caps
The official Association “bill cap”,
one size fits all. Available in red,
black or white. State preference.
$14.00 each

7th ID Historical CDs
In FREE Adobe Reader PDF format.
$9.00 each
1952 Yearbook
History of the 7th Div in Korea,
Published by the 7ID Public
Information Office with photos by
the 7th Signal Co. and the US
Army Signal Corps.

1954 Yearbook
300 pages of photos and text
originally printed by Division
Command.

7th ID “Hourglass” cap, one size
fits all. Available in black only.
$14.00 each

7th IDA Challenge Coin
1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces. Obverse is red, white and black
enamel w/clear epoxy coating. Reverse is red, black and bronze.
10.00 each
2 for $18.00
5 for $40.00
10 for $70.00

7th IDA Souvenir Brass Coin
Association Publications
"The Hourglass" 1946 - 2011 plus
Yearbooks for 1974, 1977, 1981,
1985, 1991 & 1995.

7th Inf. Div. (light), 1980’s & 90’s, 1½" diameter.
$3.00 each

7th IDA T-shirts

Packing & shipping included. State color & size choices.
Make
check, for the total cost of your order payable to:
Grey only (S, M, L, XL or XXL)
“7th Infantry Division Association”
Call QM for available sizes.
and mail your order to:
$15.00 each
th
7 Infantry Division Association
Special
Dan McPharlin, Quartermaster
Offer!
102 Danvers Court
Oakley,
CA 94561-5047
th
With your order of $20.00 or more, 7 IDA
Tel: (925) 308-4337
T-shirts are just $7.00 each - over 50% off!
<qm@7ida.us>
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Membership Application Form
Please TYPE or PRINT clearly.
.

Name:
Last Name

First

Sex:

Middle

o

o

Male

Female

Address:

.
Street, RR, or PO Box

Apartment #

.
City

Status: oVeteran

State

9 Digit Zip Code

Country

oWidow(er) of Veteran oChild (Grandchild) of Veteran oSupporter
.

Spouse's Name:
(or nearest kin)

Phones: (
)
Home

(

)

(
)
Business

Cell

_

(
Fax

)

_ ,

eMail Address:

.

Name and relationship of person who served with the Division:

.

The following information relates to the person who served with the Division:

Military:
Assignment
With 7th ID from:

.
Platoon

Company

.To:

Troop

Battalion

Battery

Highest Rank:

Regiment
DOB:

Brigade

/

/

.

Overseas Assignments, Major Battles, Awards, Decorations and Service Medals:

If more space is required to complete this question, please use a separate sheet of paper and attach to this form.

.
.
.
_
Applicant’s Signature

Date of Application

Biennial dues are $50.00 payable July 1st in the odd year.
If you are joining in an even year, your initial dues are $25.00
which pays you up to June 30th of the following, odd year.

Please mail the completed form and your check to:
7th Infantry Division Association
308 Cortland Way
Roswell, GA 30076-1381

Recommended By 7th IDA Member:
.
.
.

Name:
Address:

th

New Members
are immediately placed on our mailing list and receive a Membership Card, a 7 IDA lapel
th
pin, a 7 IDA auto decal, a copy of our Constitution and By-laws, and a current copy of The Hourglass.
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The Output of World War II

Editor’s Perspective

During the 3½ years of WWII, all without computers and
automated manufacturing, the USA produced all of these
armaments:
22 aircraft carriers
8 battleships
48 cruisers
349 destroyers
420 destroyer escorts
203 submarines
34 million tons of merchant ships
100,000 fighter aircraft

It seems there is continuing confusion about where to send letters
and materials for the The Hourglass. Letters, inquiries and
materials should be sent to me, the Editor, NOT to the President,
the Treasurer, or the Quartermaster. All this does is delay any
response and adds an unnecessary layer of communication. So
please, if you have something for The Hourglass, send it to me
at the addresses shown on the back page of every issue.
However, if you have dues to pay, merchandise to buy, or wish
to make a donation, please send it to the appropriate person.
Thank you!

98,000 bombers
24,000 transport aircraft
58,000 training aircraft
93,000 tanks
257,000 artillery pieces
105,000 mortars
3,000,000 machine guns
2,500,000 military trucks

16.1 million men and women were in uniforms of the various
armed services. We invaded Africa, Sicily and Italy, won the
battle for the Atlantic, planned and executed D-Day, marched
across the Pacific and Europe, developed the atomic bomb and
ultimately conquered Japan and Germany.

ZIP Codes Decoded
Ever wonder what “ZIP code” stands
for and what information it contains?
Well, ZIP is an acronym for “Zoning
Improvement Plan” and it contains 4
pieces of information that the US Postal Service uses in delivering
your mail.
A complete ZIP code is 9 numbers. The first 3 numbers are the
general area or city. The next 2 numbers are the delivery area or
Post Office. Following these 5 numbers are 4 more numbers.
The first 2 numbers are your sector or block and the last 2
numbers designate your side of the street.
The 5-number ZIP codes were first used in 1963, and the last 4
numbers were added in 1983. There are 41,810 ZIP codes,
which include the 538 military ZIP codes. California has the most
at 2,602 and Rhode Island, with 90, has the fewest of the states.
The area with the fewest ZIP codes overall is American Samoa
with 1.

As we all know, veterans of WWII are
quickly dying off. In 2008 we were losing
them at the rate of about 1,000 a day. Now
it is down to just 500 a day, but only
because there are less of them to lose. This
was brought home to me one recent
Sunday. In my hometown paper they wrote
that 3 local members of the 442 nd The 442nd RCT
Regimental Combat Team, the Japanese- shoulder patch
American unit that was involved in the Battle
of the Bulge, died in one week. They weren’t 7ID soldiers, but
they did serve at the same time as our WWII Members.
I hope you enjoyed the "Oceans Away" lyrics on page 11. I
thought the sentiment was very apropos to our Membership. I
know I lost comrades overseas and even though they weren’t
buried "under a wooden cross oceans away", they still come to
mind when I hear that song.
I am always looking for material from you, the readers. I realize
some of you send in volumes of stuff, but it’s always nice to get
accounts from Members who haven’t submitted anything before.
To those who have sent in material but have not seen it in The
Hourglass - don’t worry! I still have it and it will be published,
as space permits, in upcoming issues.

The most heavily populated (116,860) is El Paso, TX 79936;
the oldest median age (87) is Lancaster, PA 17606; and the
youngest median age (11) is Wolf Lake, MN 56593.

Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor
<hourglass@7ida.us>
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Time to Reflect
By Bob Warden, mortarman, 17th Inf Rgt, Korea 1952-53
7 Eagle Claw Lane
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
<loretta@hargray.com>
The evening of Friday, July 26 and the morning of Saturday, July
27, 2013 were days this old soldier will never forget.
Sixty years ago, I was about to board a troop ship that would
take me home from Korea. The announcement of the armistice
ending the fighting in Korea was uneventful since I was leaving
for home the next day. I had survived. The Iron Triangle, Old
Baldy and Pork Chop Hill were behind me.
On Friday evening, 300 members of the Korean War Veterans
Association held a banquet at the Sheraton Pentagon in
Washington, D.C. Special remarks were given by the chairman
of the South Korean National Assembly, expressing the gratitude
of the people and the government of South Korea for our service.
The keynote speaker was GEN Walter Sharp, former
commander of the United Nations Command and US forces in
Korea.
At my table was the 91-year-old retired American Army officer
of Burmese descent, Kenneth Wu, who translated Chinese at
the Panmunjom truce talks. We had interesting discussions, but
he was reluctant to comment as to why the issue of prisoner
repatriation took a year during which thousands of Americans
died, or to answer my question, “Was it worth it?”
Our other tablemate, Davelin Wilson, was a black army veteran
who was severely wounded early in the war. The Korean War
was the first war that the military was integrated. He spent 13
months hospitalized and in rehabilitation before going home.
During his rehabilitation at Fort Smith, AR, several of his fellow
patients, black and white, had the opportunity to go to the local
movies. Upon arrival, they were refused seating in the same
section due to segregation. After a non-violent demonstration,
the MPs explained the local situation.

5,000 attendees for a special ceremony. It was unclear to us
whether the president would attend. What was known was that
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel would address the gathering.
Prior to the appearance of dignitaries on the platform, Charles
Rangel of New York, only one of two Korean War veterans
serving in Congress, made some comments
.
Large television screens showed the presentation of
commemorative wreaths at the memorial site by representatives
of countries from the United Nations, patriotic organizations,
American Armed Forces and President Barack Obama.
After Sec. Hagel’s remarks, the USMC Band played Ruffles
and Flourishes and we knew for sure that the president was
about to appear. It was a memorable experience as my wife,
Loretta, and I sat in the first 10 rows, sensing the excitement
and emotions of those around us. President Obama’s comments
were most appropriate for the occasion, focusing on the theme
that this war should never be forgotten or its veterans overlooked.
Also impressive during the morning were the hundreds of activeduty military who volunteered to work on this Saturday, acting
as guides, escorts, golf cart drivers, ushers and other roles to
assure the safety and comfort of all present.
After the ceremony I saw Davelin again. He emotionally
commented that during his lifetime he had experienced
segregation in an Arkansas movie theater and he was here today
to see his president, a black man, deliver the keynote address to
thousands of veterans and their families.
Now, after 60 years have passed, I have had time to reflect on
sacrifices that were made. On this special weekend, I saw the
appreciation of the hundreds of South Koreans, both civilian
and military, many of whom personally thanked me and the other
veterans who fought in that war.
I left Washington with a good feeling.
Editor’s note: This article appeared in the 05Aug13
issue of the Island Packet, Hilton Head, SC.

Did You Know?
30 of the 43 Presidents served in the Army, 24 during
time of war, two earned the rank of 5-star General
(Washington and Eisenhower) and one earned the
Medal of Honor (T. Roosevelt).

On Saturday morning at 0700 we all boarded chartered buses
to the Pentagon parking lot where we boarded other buses
provided by the Department of Defense. They took us to the
Mall next to the Korean War Memorial, where we joined the
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7th IDA Governing Council
Officers
Name
Gene C. Richards
Richard A. Patterson
Julius “JT” Morgan
Ronald R. Levendoski
Vacant
Douglas J. Halbert
Daniel J. McPharlin
Jerry Piller

Office
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
3rd Vice President
Executive Secretary
Treasurer & Roster Manager
Quartermaster
Hourglass Editor

Term
2013 - 2015
2013 - 2019
2007 - 2015
2001 - 2017

2007 - 2019
2011 - 2017
2005 - 2017
2001 - 2015
2003 - 2015

2009 - 2017
2013 - 2019
2007 - 2019
2013 - 2015
2005 - 2017

2005 - 2017
2013 - 2017
2009 - 2017

Governors
George Boggs, Sr.
Richard A. Coutermarsh
Richard Hazelmyer
Levi O. Haire
Charles D. Iden

Ken Mattingly
Henry E. Mills
Vilas “Sid” Morris
Gene Peeples
Richard Steinmetz

7th IDA Booster Club

Recruiting Honor Roll

10/1/2013 – 3/31/2014

Summer 2014

Richard M. Baer
Andrew Banas
Arlin E. Bryant
Gerald J. DeLap
Roy L. Drago
Douglas J. Halbert
Robert H. Heuerman
Ira F. Holston
Philip A. Hover
Leroy K. Humes
Douglas KCA Lee
Gilbert W. Loomis
Warren G. MacDonald

Submitted by
Total
Web Site
3
Gene Richards
2
Lloyd Pittman
1
Harold B. Feroe
1
Douglas Gray
1
Daniel McPharlin
1
Total New Members 9

Edward C. Makowski
Leon A. Marsha
John E. McAleer
Daniel J. McPharlin
William J. McStay
Van D. Page
Billy D. Pearson
Jerry L. Piller
Alan F. Roberts
Henley L. Smith
Earl M. Stanton
Frank S. Wadge
Peter D. Wallace

Membership Status
As of 3/31/2014
2015 ....... 354
2016 ........... 1
2017 ......... 24
2019 ........... 3

There were 26 generous Members who made contributions to
the Booster Club during this period, for a total of $1,119.27.

Thank you.

2023 ........... 1
2025 ........... 1
2027 ........... 2

Associate .. 62
Courtesy ..... 4
Honorary ..... 2
Honored .. 297
Special ........ 5

Total Members in Good Standing - 756
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New Member List
Organization
Name
Address
17th Infantry Regiment
Hicks, Michael G.
104 Wynfrey Ct.
Jantonio, Donald A.
8172 Manor Gate Way
31st Infantry Regiment
Jones, LaVert
W.220 Boulder Dr
Sandifer, II, Leon M.
2121 Port Royal Rd.
Sims, Milford D
274 N Hartford St.
76th Field Artillery Battalion
Tidwell, Edward W.
5895 South Bear Dr.
80th Field Artillery Battalion
Drake, Douglas H.
77-6469 Ali’I Dr. Apt. 136
Division Headquarters
Fitch, III, William R.
6868 Wright Rd.
Smith, Billy L.
78 Acadia St.

City, State, ZIP

Phone

Co/Batt

Harvest, AL 35749
Mentor, OH 44060

(256) 217-0965
(440) 205-8611

B
HQ&HQ

Roswell, GA 30075
Adams, TN 37010
Chandler, AZ 85225

(770) 552-4391
(931) 358-9020
(480) 899-1430

C
HHC
E

Douglasville, GA 30135

(770) 949-5795

Kailua Kona, HI 96740
Preble, NY 13141
Stafford, VA 22554

B
(315) 663-1209
(540) 288-2589

HQ

Total New Members - 9

Stolen Valor Act Revisited
In 2012 the Supreme Court struck down the Stolen Valor Act
of 2006, but on 03Jun13 the Stolen Valor Act of 2013 was
signed into law. It was passed by both houses of Congress in
late May and President Obama signed it into law shortly
thereafter.
It is now a federal crime for an individual, who “with intent to
obtain money, property, or other tangible benefit, fraudulently
holds oneself out to be a recipient of a decoration or medal.” It
also criminalizes lying to gain unearned veterans benefits or hiring
preference. Anyone convicted of this offense can be punished
by a fine of up to $100,000 and/or imprisoned for up to a year.
The awards included are:
Medal of Honor
Distinguished Service Cross
Navy Cross
Air Force Cross
Silver Star
Purple Heart
Combat Infantryman’s Badge
Combat Action Badge
Combat Medical Badge
Combat Action Medal or Ribbon

"President's Perspective" from Page 1
re-activated again at Ft. Lewis, WA. Let’s find those guys and
recruit them! Find me that database and I will personally track
down 50 of them, before our next reunion!
Now to all our members reading this…Listen up! Our newsletter
Editor is always looking for vet’s stories to put in the newsletter.
Most of you are plumb full of war stories! Send your story to
our Editor (don’t worry about being a polished author, he can
edit it if necessary). His address is on the back page of every
issue. And one more thing - our membership dues are used
almost 100% to cover the cost of publishing The Hourglass. If
any of you can, please make a donation to our Association to
help offset this cost. It’s tax-deductible.
Hope to see you at our 2015 reunion in the Tacoma/Seattle
area. But you will hear from me again six months from now, in
the next issue of The Hourglass. Adios until then, and stay healthy.
God Bless you all, and God bless the United States of America!
Your President,

The key to the new law is the aspect of fraud in gaining some
tangible benefit, which was missing from the 2006 Act.
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7ID Has New CG & CSM
In February 2014 the 7ID got a new Commanding General,
MG Terry Ferrell, which followed the October 2013
assignment of CSM Samuel Murphy as Command Sergeant
Major of the 7ID.
MG
Ferrell
was
commissioned an Armor
Officer in 1984 through the
ROTC program at Marshall
University. His military
schooling includes the
Armor Officer Basic and
Advanced
Courses,
Combined Services Staff
School, Command and
General Staff College, and
the United States Army War
College. He holds a B.A. in Counseling and Rehabilitation from
Marshall University, a MBA from Central Michigan University,
and a Master’s of Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War
College.
MG Ferrell’s assignments include Tank Platoon Leader,
Company Executive Officer, Battalion S4, Tank Company
Commander, Headquarters and Headquarters Company
Commander, Advanced Course Small Group Instructor at the
Infantry School, Squadron S3, Regimental S3, Regimental
Executive Officer, Squadron Commander with the 7th Cavalry
Rgt., Operations Officer (J3) of the United States Northern
Command, Brigade Commander, Assistant Division Commander
for the 2nd Infantry Division, and Commander, the National
Training Center. His most recent experience was as Commander,
Combined Joint Task Force - Horn of Africa in Djibouti, Africa.
MG Ferrell’s deployments include multiple tours in Bosnia &
Iraq.

Did You Know?
The U.S. Army was in charge of exploring and
mapping America. The Lewis and Clark Expedition
was an all Army affair. Army officers were the first
Americans to see such landmarks as Pike’s Peak
and the Grand Canyon.

CSM Murphy began his career in 1990. During his career he
has served as a mortarman, drill sergeant, platoon sergeant,
company first sergeant, operations sergeant major, and command
sergeant major of a Stryker brigade prior to his new assignment.
In 2009-10 he served in Operation Iraqi Freedom and was part
of the last combat unit to leave Iraq.
CSM Murphy has attended
all non-commissioned officer
education system courses
through the Sergeants Major
Academy, airborne, air
assault, pathfinder, ranger,
infantry leaders course,
infantry mortar leader
course, rappel master,
special purpose insertion
extraction master, instructor
training course, and the
master fitness trainer course.
Murphy also attended the Indian Army’s counter-insurgency and
jungle warfare school in Mizoram, India.
Murphy’s awards include: Bronze Star medal (2 OLC),
Meritorious Service Medal (3 OLC), Army Commendation
Medal (5 OLC), Army Achievement Medal (7 OLC), Overseas
ribbon (w/ Bronze 5), Military Outstanding Volunteer Service
Medal, Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development
ribbon (w/Bronze 4), Iraqi Campaign ribbon (w/star), Global
War on Terrorism service ribbon, Airborne Badge, Air Assault
Badge, Pathfinder Badge, Ranger tab, Expert Infantryman’s
Badge and the Combat Infantryman’s Badge.
Upon completing Airborne training at Ft. Benning,
GA, I was granted leave and waited at the
local airport for my flight. A teenager
approached and told me that he was about
to go into Basic Training. Eyeing my dressgreen uniform and paratrooper wings, he
exclaimed, “Wow! You actually jumped out
of an airplane?”
“No,” I sheepishly admitted, “I was pushed five times.”
PVT Kenneth M. Busler
Courtesy Reader’s Digest
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Camp Matta - Then & Now

The “Now” photos were taken around 2010-11 during the
summer months. Hopefully the next time Google Earth updates
its photos of the area they will not use winter photos.

Camp Matta, located in the area just south of the Korean’s
DMZ fence, was the base camp for 7ID troops serving their
tour of duty on the DMZ. For you map buffs, it was located at:
37.9249N, 126.7923E. Unfortunately presently, if you look up
those GPS coordinates on the Internet, you will find satellite
photos that were taken in the winter, with a light dusting of snow,
which causes a lot of the detail to disappear. Road and rivers
look much alike.

An overview of the
3rd Bn, 32nd Inf,
7ID’s area of
operation in 1970.

Camp Matta’s location now, with some of the same
locations noted.
As you can see, there is really nothing left of the camp. When it
was in use the whole area surrounding it was a “sterile” area in
which there was no civilian presence at all. There were no rice
paddies or villages north of the Imjin River then, now there are
all kinds of civilian activities visible in the satellite photos.

Camp Matta in the fall of 1970. This just shows a small
portion of the buildings that made up the camp.
This photo was taken by our Editor, Jerry Piller during his tour
of duty there in 1970-71 as a Tactical Operations Center (TOC)
officer. It was taken during an operation where small patrols of
ground troops were inserted into the DMZ by helicopter to make
sweeps of the area inside the DMZ fence, but south of the actual
boundary line. That appears to be a UH-1 “Huey” sitting on the
landing pad.

Page 26

◆
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Pam Murphy - a TRUE Hero

Dennis McCarthy wrote the following, which appeared in the
Los Angeles Times in 2010:
“Any soldier or Marine who walked into the Sepulveda VA
hospital and care center in the last 35 years got the VIP treatment
from Pam Murphy. They all became her boys…every last one
of them. Her boys weren’t Medal of Honor recipients or movie
stars like Audie, but that didn’t matter to Pam. They had served
their country, that was good enough for her. She never called a
veteran by his first name. It was always “Mister.” Respect came
with the job.

Today, not many young people know who
Audie Murphy was or how big a war hero he
was. Two or three of the medals he was
awarded would make most service men proud,
but to hold so many battle decorations is truly
unbelievable. He was awarded the medals
shown here: Medal of Honor, DSC, Silver Star
twice, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star with “V”
Audie
Murphy, twice. Purple Heart 3 times, Good Conduct,
WWII war American Campaign, European-African-Middle
Eastern Campaign 6 times, WWII Victory,
hero.
Army of Occupation, Armed Forces Reserve,
Army Outstanding Civilian Service & Presidential Unit Citation
twice and wore the Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He was also
decorated six times by the French and Belgians for his WWII
service.

The widow of Audie Murphy - the most decorated soldier in
World War II - would walk the hallways with her clipboard in
hand making sure her boys got to see a specialist or doctor STAT. If they didn’t, watch out! “Nobody could cut through VA
red tape faster than Mrs. Murphy,”
said veteran Stephen Sherman,
speaking for thousands of veterans
she befriended over the years.
“Many times I watched her march
a veteran who had been waiting
more than an hour right into a
doctor’s office. She was even
reprimanded a few times, but it
didn’t matter to her. Only her boys
Pamela Murphy
mattered. She was our angel.”
working at the VA.
She hated the spotlight. One year when asked to be the focus of
a Veteran’s Day newspaper column for all the work she had
done Pam just shook her head no. “Honor them, not me,” she
said, pointing to a group of veterans down the hallway. “They’re
the ones who deserve it.” The vets disagreed. Mrs. Murphy
deserved the accolades, they said. In 2002 Pam’s job was going
to be eliminated in budget cuts. She was considered “excess
staff.” “I don’t think helping cut down on veterans’ complaints
and showing them the respect they deserve, should be considered
excess staff,” she said.

Little do people know that his
widow was also most
certainly a hero. Pamela
Murphy died 08Apr10 at the
age of 90, after serving as a
patient liaison officer at the
Sepulveda VA Hospital in
California for 35 years. She
died peacefully in her sleep at
age 90 in the Canoga Park
apartment where she had
lived since her husband died
in an airplane crash in 1971.
It was the same apartment
she moved into soon after
Audie died in a plane crash
Audie Murphy’s medals
on Memorial Day weekend
in 1971. She went from a comfortable ranch-style home in Van
Nuys where she raised two sons to a small apartment – taking a
clerk’s job at the nearby VA to support herself.
At first, no one knew who she was. Soon, though, word spread
through the VA that the nice woman with the clipboard was Audie
Murphy’s widow. It was like saying Patton had just walked in
the front door. Men with tears in their eyes walked up to her and
gave her a hug. “Thank you,” they said, over and over. The first
couple of years the hugs were more for Audie’s memory as a
war hero. The last 30 years, they were for Pam.

The vetrans went ballistic, holding a rally for her outside the VA
gates. Pretty soon, word came down from the top of the VA Pam Murphy was no longer considered “excess staff.” She
remained working full time at the VA until 2007 when she was
87. “The last time she was here was a couple of years ago for a
conference we had for homeless veterans,” said Becky James,
coordinator of the VA’s Veterans History Project. Pam wanted
to see if there was anything she could do to help some more of
her boys.”
Pam Murphy - a true hero.
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Tomb of the Unknowns
On the TV game show Jeopardy one night, the “Final Jeopardy”
question was, “How many steps does the guard take during his
walk across the Tomb of the Unknowns?” Sadly, all three of the
contestants missed it!
The answer is 21. And the reason for that is that it alludes to the
21-gun salute which is given at military funerals.
There are quite a few other pieces of information that are
significant about the guards and their duties. They are members
of the Army’s 3rd Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard), and
are known as “sentinels.” They follow a meticulous routine when
watching over the Tomb which continues for the 30 minute tour
of each guard’s watch. They...

♦ Their gloves are wet so that they don’t lose their grip on their
rifle.
♦ The guards are changed every 30 minutes, 24 hours a day,
every day.
♦ All guards, almost entirely male, are all between 5’10” and
6’2” in height and have a waist size of 30” or smaller.
♦ The guards apply to be Tomb guards and they commit 2
years of their life to the assignment. They live in barracks under
the Tomb where they spend usually 5 hours or more preparing
their uniform. There are no wrinkles, folds or lint on the uniform
and they dress in front of full-length mirrors.

1. March 21 steps south across the black mat fronting the Tomb.
2. Turn and face east, toward the Tomb, for 21 seconds.
3. Turn and face north, changing their weapon to the outside
shoulder and then wait 21 seconds.
4. March 21 steps across the mat.
5. Turn and face east for 21 seconds.
6. Turn and face south, again changing their weapon to the outside
shoulder, and wait 21 seconds.
7. Return to step 1 and repeat.
♦ They carry their rifle on the shoulder away from the tomb so
their weapon is always between the public and the Tomb.

Getting dressed for a tour of duty.
♦ Their shoes are specially made and have 2”-thick soles to
help protect their feet from the heat and cold. The shoes have
metal heel plates so that there is a loud click when they soldier
comes to a halt.
♦ During the first 6 months of their assignment they cannot talk
to anyone or watch TV, all off-duty time is spent studying the
300 notables who are laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery.
They must know who they are and where they are interred. This
includes President J.F. Kennedy, the boxer Joe Lewis and
Audie Murphy, the most decorated soldier who served in
WWII.

A guard “walking the mat.” Note the lack of rank
insignia and the “Honor Guard” tab.
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♦ Guards cannot drink alcohol on or off duty for the rest of
their lives, nor can they swear in public. They are forbidden to
disgrace the uniform or the Tomb in any way. After his 2 years
as a guard he is given a wreath pin to wear on his lapel signifying
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his service as a Tomb guard. Presently there are only 400 worn.
For the rest of his life, if he violates the rules about alcohol or
swearing, he must surrender his wreath pin. The Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier Guard Identification Badge is the second
least-awarded decoration of the United States military (the first
being the Astronaut Badge).
The soldier “walking the mat” does
not wear rank insignia, so as not to
outrank the Unknowns, whatever
their ranks may have been. NCOs
(usually the Relief Commander and
Assistant Relief Commanders), do
wear insignia of their rank when
changing the guard only, but not
The Tomb of the
when they are on duty “walking the
Unknown Soldier
mat.” The sentinels wear the
Guard Identification “Honor Guard” tab on their left
Badge.
shoulder.
In 2003, as Hurricane Isabelle
approached Washington, DC,
congress took 2 days off
because of the inclement
weather and ABC News The “Honor Guard” tab
reported that the guards of the worn on the left shoulder. It
Tomb would be allowed to is bright blue with white
suspend their guard duties. The letters.
offer was “respectfully” declined and they continued to guard
the Tomb, soaked to the skin, marching back and forth in the
pelting rain and wind. To them guarding the Tomb was not an
assignment, but the highest honor a soldier can be afforded.

Sing It Right!
From a Marine Corps Colonel in Afghanistan...
“So with all the kindness I can muster, I give this one piece of
advice to the next pop star who is asked to sing the national
anthem at a sporting event: save the vocal gymnastics and the
physical gyrations for your concerts. Just sing this song the way
you were taught to sing it in kindergarten - straight up, no styling.
Sing it with the constant awareness that there are soldiers, sailors,
airmen and Marines watching you from bases and outposts all
over the world.
Don’t make them cringe with your self-centered ego gratification.
Sing it as if you are standing before a row of 86 year-old WWII
vets wearing their Purple Hearts, Silver Stars and flag pins on
their cardigans and you want them to be proud of you for honoring
them and the country they love - not because you want them to
think you are a superstar musician. They could see that from
your costume, makeup and your entourage.
Sing The Star Spangled Banner with the courtesy and humility
that tells the audience that it is about America, not you. And
please remember, not everything has to be sung as a Negro
spiritual. We’re getting a little weary of that.
Francis Scott Key does not need any help.”
Submitted by Member LeRoy Quernemoen

Legal Services Available

The Tomb has been patrolled continuously since 1937.

A Paper Tiger?
On paper at least, the North Korean military is a very formidable
force. They have 1.2 million personnel under arms, including
200,000 special-forces troops. They also have a reserve force
estimated at 7.7 million troops. They have 820 warplanes, 70
submarines, 13,000 artillery pieces, and are estimated to have
5,000 tons of chemical weapons. And, as has been seen in the
news lately, they have operational missiles capable of reaching
far into South Korea, some of which may be armed with nuclear
warheads.
South Korea comes nowhere close to matching these numbers,
but does have the United States as an ally to counteract these
forces.

If you need help with your veterans’ benefits, here’s a web site
you can go to for assistance and direction. It takes you to the
National Veterans Legal Services Program web page:
http://www.nvlsp.org/
NVLSP is a nonprofit organization that has worked since 1980
to ensure that the government delivers to our nation’s 25 million
veterans and active duty personnel the benefits to which they
are entitled. They offer training programs to help veterans service
organizations, advocates, attorneys and many others who help
our disabled veterans obtain the benefits they are entitled to under
the law.
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Should We Change?
The following is an article written by Ellen Goodman of the
Boston Globe suggesting that “The Star Spangled Banner” be
replaced by “America the Beautiful”:
“Have you noticed anything missing from the chorus of patriotism
that has risen from the ashes of Sept. 11? A star perhaps? A
spangle? A banner? In all the spontaneous singing that has turned
a citizenry into a civic choir, the one song ordinary folks aren’t
singing much is the national anthem. That’s because they can’t
sing it.
This is not a musical news bulletin. Before “The Star-Spangled
Banner” was officially adopted by Congress in 1931, someone
complained to The New York Times that the song was a
“heaven-piercing abomination. No one with a normal esophagus
can sing that without screaming.” It’s not just the music that
seems off kilter and key. The sentiment - bombs bursting in air,
rockets’ red glare -is so bellicose that it sounds like West Point
Muzak. And how do we explain to our new best friend Tony
Blair that the song gloats murderously over the British enemy?
It’s not surprising that since the attack, our tonally challenged
and patriotically-engaged country has gravitated to two other
contenders for the post of the “real anthem.”

failed national contest, it was permanently joined with a melody
previously written by Samuel Augustus Ward. “America the
Beautiful” is neither bombastic nor sappy but clear-eyed and
loving. If I may quote Lynn, the lyrics “celebrate not the military
hardware but the hopes and ideals of people who love this
country.”
Although there are 4 verses to “America, the Beautiful,” only
the first one is usually sung, or even known to most citizens. In
Katie Bates’ second stanza she writes “America! America! God
mend thine every flaw/ Confirm thy soul in self-control/ Thy liberty
in law!” These were the words of a patriot and a progressive
who knew her country’s imperfections as well as its beauties.
In the third stanza she wrote of “heroes” who “more than self
their country loved/ And mercy more than life!” That’s the heroism
for justice.
I can imagine the bureaucratic red tape required to officially dump
the “banner” for the “beauty.” But today we are already voting
with our esophagi and our emotions. “America the Beautiful”
truly IS our anthem.
Why not make it official?”

One is, of course, Irving Berlin’s “God Bless America,” a song
that he wrote in 1918 for a show called “Yip Yip Yaphank.”
Don’t ask. This is a swell song and I bow to no one in my
affection for Irving, but any song that ends with “my home sweet
home” sounds more like a wall sampler than an anthem.
This leaves one rightful heir to the throne: “America the
Beautiful.” May I say that it is way past time to replace Francis
Scott Key’s Brit-bashing bellicosity with Katharine Lee Bates’
paean to the land and the people.
I admit to being influenced in my decision by my friend and
ABC News correspondent Lynn Sherr, who spent the last year
writing an engaging small book on the story behind the song
called, not surprisingly, “America the Beautiful.”

Did You Know?

Bates wrote the original poem in 1893 when she took her first
trip out West. She would say later that the poem simply came
to her on Pike’s Peak, insisting, “I was its scribe rather than its
author.” After several attempts to set it to music, including a
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Less than 28 percent of Americans between the ages
of 17-23 are qualified for military service. That’s only
about 1-in-4.
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How I Won The War
By Gene Richards

Headed To Korea

I was drafted into the Army on 12Jan51,
and had been married just 4 days before
I left Eastland, TX and reported to
Sweetwater for induction and eventually
on to Camp Chaffee, AR. There we
underwent 8 weeks of Infantry basic
Gene Richards training before being put on a troop train
with his L-19.
and shipped to Fort Sill, OK, for Artillery
training. Near the end of the Artillery training course, several of
us were notified that we were qualified and eligible for OCS
training. So I applied and was accepted.

So we left Eastland, headed for California. We got to Pittsburg,
adjacent to Camp Stoneman, on about the 6th. Lowell met us
there the following day. After a couple days with Lowell and his
Alaska army buddies, my orders came in to depart to Camp
Drake, Japan. We drove to the San Francisco airport and put
my wife on a commercial flight back to Dallas. On about the 9th,
I boarded a chartered Pan American DC-4 airliner (with a bunch
of other 2LTs) and headed for Japan. The need for junior officers,
both 2LTs & 1LTs, in Korea (both Infantry & Artillery) was so
critical that they were flying most of them over at that time, rather
than going by Navy troop ships.

Field Artillery Officer Candidate School Class #11-52 was held
at Fort Sill, OK. The course, began 17Oct51 and was 23 weeks
long, plus a 10-day Christmas break. On 08Apr52, this OCS
class graduated 74 of the 170 students that had started the course.
The extreme attrition rate was due to the extreme toughness of
the course. When this OCS was reopened in 1951 (it had been
closed after WW II ended), one of the goals of this officer training
school was to “weed out” all those who did not possess high
leadership qualities, and who might not withstand the pressures
of being thrust into combat.

This was long before we had jet airliners, and those prop-driven
planes flew at much slower speeds! It was 33 hours flying time,
requiring two fuel stops along the way: Hickam Field in Hawaii,
and Wake Island. The 3 flight legs required 10 hrs., 11 hrs., and
12 hrs. respectively, with perhaps 2 hours spent at the two
refueling stops. Our final destination was Haneda Airport in
Tokyo, just a short distance from Camp Drake, Japan. We arrived
there on the 12th, having lost a day when we crossed the
International Date Line.

With the war raging in Korea we all realized that, soon after
finishing OCS, most of us would likely be quickly sent to Korea.
As expected, we soon received orders to report to Camp
Stoneman, CA for assignment to the FECOM (Far East
Command) - which basically meant KOREA! So, in midSeptember of ’52, I headed to Camp Stoneman. After a few
days at home in Eastland, the day arrived when I had to leave.
Tom Clarke, an OCS classmate, and I had worked out a plan
for him to travel with my new wife and me to Stoneman. So off
the 3 of us went.

Camp Drake was the main Army Replacement Depot for
processing personnel to and from our bases in the Far East, and
stateside. It was a beehive of activity during all of the Korean
War. My twin brother, Jack (who had enlisted in the Air Force
in mid-June of 1950) had already been in Japan for about a
year, and was stationed at an Air Force base located only about
10 miles from Camp Drake. I was able to phone him, and he
drove over to Drake (in a Jeep assigned to him) the very next
day. We had a good visit. The last time we had seen each other
was when we were both home on leave, in Weatherford, TX,
just before I reported to Fort Sill to begin OCS (about 13 months
earlier).

Camp Stoneman is a long way from Eastland, TX - about 1700
miles - about a 3-day drive. The day before leaving Eastland, I
had picked up a friend’s (Lowell Wade) new ’52 Ford. He had
served most of his Army time in Alaska, and was due to rotate
home for discharge about the same time I was to report to Camp
Stoneman. So we made a plan for his dad to buy him a new
Ford which I was to deliver to him in California! His orders,
bringing him home from Alaska, routed him through Camp
Stoneman, and the timing was just right.

On 15Oct52, a large group of us proceeded to the 8th Army
Replacement Depot, and eventually loaded onto a Navy troop
ship. It was about a 36-hour trip, sailing around the southern tip
of Japan, to Korea. Late in the afternoon on 18Oct52, we
docked at Pusan.
I had arrived in Korea!
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“Fighting Padre” Decorated
From The Muskegon Chronicle, March 7, 1919
“Ten days after the armistice was signed, word
came to Captain McCarthy that 200 children and
150 old women had been left starving by the
Germans in Gorzy, a town the other side of Metz.
“A whole truck load of good American chow corned beef, hardtack, prunes, white bread,
condensed milk and other edibles - was rustled
up by the chaplain and taken to Gorzy.

Captain George T. McCarthy, “the fighting
padre of the Seventh division,” who was
recently decorated for bravery, was educated at
St. Mary’s school in Muskegon, where he lived
during part of his boyhood. Father McCarthy was
born in Grand Haven, spent his boyhood in Grand
Haven and Muskegon and eventually had charge
of the parish at Harvey, Ill..
The Chicago Tribune tells the following story of
Captain McCarthy’s bravery:

Captain McCarthy in
uniform.

“Prominent among the wounded officers on the
Manchuria was Capt. George T. McCarthy, the fighting padre
of the Seventh division.
“Back in Harvey, Ill., Capt. McCarthy is the Rev. Father
McCarthy, pastor of the Ascension Catholic church.

“He was been wounded twice and wears the church War Cross,
a new decoration awarded chaplains of the A.E.F., regardless
of their denomination. Bishop Brent, Episcopalian, and ranking
chaplain of the army, bestowed the badge of honor upon Capt.
McCarthy.

‘It was pitiful to see these women and children.
The Germans, in their retreat, had stripped the
town of what little food there had been. The
people were emaciated and in bad shape. They
wept with joy when we gave them food,’ he said.

“Capt. McCarthy was sent to the Polyclinic hospital for further
treatment for his wound and the gassing, and will go back to his
pastorate in Illinois as soon as he is discharged.”
Editor’s note: Member Andrew Meyers of N.
Muskegon, MI found an original copy of a 95 year-old
newspaper, with this article, in the attic of an old home
that was being demolished. He noticed the reference to
the 7ID and thought it might be of interest. The paper
itself was so fragile that he could only send a Xerox copy
of it to The Hourglass. Fr. McCarthy died in 1942.

Diamond Anniversary Celebrated!
Robert Heuerman and
his wife Leila recently
celebrated their 60 th
Wedding Anniversary.
Here they are before and
after.
Congratulations!

On their
Wedding Day
03Mar54.
The Heuerman's 60th Anniversary photo.
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Norm Spengler Served
nd

By Richard May, 32 Inf veteran
Norman “Norm” J. Spengler,
was from North Collins, NY, a
dairy farming community south of
Buffalo. NY. He was drafted into
the Army in the fall of 1952 and,
after training at Fort Dix, NJ, was
sent to Korea and eventually
assigned to Co. G, 17th Inf. Reg.,
7th Infantry Division.

The next day, a nurse from the American Red Cross also wrote
to Norm’s parents on his behalf. Norm said, “There is nothing I
need, so don’t send any Army boxes. What I’d like most are a
few pictures from around home and the family. I’m well taken
care of here and [I’m] not in Korea, so please don’t worry.”
After much medical care, including a stop at Hawaii’s Tripler
Army Hospital en route back to the East Coast, he was sent to
Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, DC. There he underwent
more operations and finally was transferred to the Valley Forge
Military Hospital in Pennsylvania for a two-year rehabilitation
program.

There were 2 other boys from
A formal portrait taken there, Joseph Baksa & Dick
after Norm’s return
May, who were also drafted at
home.
that time who ended up in different
units of the 7th Division in Korea - a place they had never heard
of. When they arrived in that Godforsaken, war-torn place, they
could not believe it.

On 06Nov53, Norm wrote in a letter home from Valley Forge,
“I’m sure glad winter is here. I never want to spend another
summer in the hospital. The leg is still in cast. I’m just wondering
what that leg is going to be like when it comes out of cast. My
knee and ankle is just as stiff as iron from being in cast so long.”
When Norm was finally discharged, he could not walk without
a cane for several years and he was never without pain.

Norm sent many letters to his family throughout his service and
wrote, on 16Apr53, “Yesterday it was up to 85 degrees. It must
get hotter than hell here in June and July.” He continued, “The
only thing I don’t like here in Korea is climbing them mountains.
There are no cars or no houses here. The grass is all burnt and
the dust is 3 to 4 inches thick.”

After returning home from rehabilitation, Norm drove a milk
truck before retiring after over fifty years in the dairy business.
He thoroughly enjoyed spending time with his family, making
maple syrup, listening to country music, fishing, and tending to
his lawn and tractors. He continued his service by volunteering
for the Langford-New Oregon Fire Company.

Norm was sent on patrols and, of course, had many close calls.
But, on 03May53, his luck ran out. He was in a bunker during
the now infamous campaign for Pork Chop Hill, firing a .50
caliber machine gun. In the midst of a heavy clash with the enemy,
Norm suffered several severe bullet wounds to his right arm and
leg. These same rounds killed the rifleman behind him, along
with many others. A Jeep took him to K14 Airport from where
he was flown to a hospital in Yokohama, Japan.
Norris Haberer, a family friend on duty in Japan received a
three-day pass to visit Norm shortly after his arrival at the
hospital. On 13May53, Norris wrote home to Norm’s parents,
“Boy it was sure good to see him again. As for Norm, Mr. and
Mrs. Spengler, he looks pretty good for what happened to him.
Yesterday a captain came by and awarded him the Purple Heart.
Only thing that seems to bother him is that he can’t get up and
go out and have a few beers. He has a radio right beside his
bed. Sure enjoys that hillbilly music they have here.”

Norm recuperating in Japan.
He made numerous trips to Washington, D.C. to visit family. On
one such occasion Norm, accompanied by his wife of 50 years,
Continued next page...
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Doolittle’s Raiders Final Toast
On 09Nov13 three of the
remaining four Doolittle
Raiders from WWII met
and offered a final toast to
their comrades with the
1896 bottle of cognac they
had received from their
leader and commander,
LTG James “Jimmy”
Doolittle. Doolittle was
born in 1896, the reason
for the cognac being of that
vintage.

One of the Doolittle Raiders’ B25s taking off from the USS
Hornet during the raid to bomb
Tokyo. US Navy photo.

"Norm Spengler" continued from Page 33
two daughters, a son-in--law, and three grandsons, visited the
Korean War Memorial on the National Mall at dusk. He was
deeply moved by the lifelike and somewhat ghostly expressions
on the faces of his stoic brothers memorialized in their patrol
formation. During that visit to the monument, a bystander
approached and asked if he had served. Norm responded, “Yes,”
and the gentleman thanked him for his service. Norm choked up
- it was as if Norm had, five decades later, briefly relived a few
unforgettable moments on the Korean peninsula that evening.
One thing is for sure, no soldier ever forgot his time in Korea,
but many others have. It is truly “The Forgotten War.”

At their annual reunion in April’13 the remaining survivors had
decided that would be the final reunion of their 1942 raid on
Tokyo, and that they would gather, privately, one last time to
share a toast. The original plan was for the final 2 survivors to
toast the group but, with advancing age and frailties, they decided
to go ahead and have the toast ahead of “schedule.”
The 4 survivors are: Richard Cole, 98; Robert Hite, 93; Edward
Saylor, 93; and David Thatcher, 92. Hite was unable to attend
the final toast due to medical issues.
Korean War Memorial. Dave Farbman photo.
Joseph Baska would not return - he was KIA on 02Jun51. Dick
May, of the 32nd Rgt, survived and returned to his hometown,
as did Norm. They stayed in touch until Norm’s passing on
18Nov10. Dick now lives in Southern California.
For those who knew Norm, or would like to share their
experiences, please contact his daughter Lisa (Spengler) Steff
at <lisasteff62@gmail.com>, or by phone at 716-913-7803.
(L to R) Saylor, Cole & Thatcher at the final toast.
Fox News photo.
At the start of this tradition a goblet was made for each of the
Raiders, with their names engraved on it twice - once right side
up and once upside down. When a Raider died his goblet was
turned upside down, but his name was still readable. These
goblets, and the carrying case they were kept in, will be displayed
on the USS Hornet’s deck that is already an exhibit at the
National Museum of the US Air Force in Dayton, OH.
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Armistice Day
Veterans Day, as we now call it, was originally known asArmistice
Day in commemoration of the armistice signed ending WWI on
11Nov1911 at 1100 hours. It was designated a national holiday
in 1938 and its name was officially changed to Veterans Day on
01Jun54. In 1965 Congress changed the day to a Monday in
October so that it could be celebrated with a 3-day weekend.
This was later changed in 1978 back to Nov. 11th, and it is
observed yearly as a national holiday remembering the service
of all military veterans.
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Young Chosin Casualty
CPL Huey P. French, from
Childress, TX, was only 15 years old
when he was killed at the Chosin
Reservoir on 02Dec50. French’s
father was a WWI veteran, 4 of his
brothers had served in WWII, and
he wanted to follow in their
footsteps. He convinced his mother
to lie about his age in Mar’50 so that
he could enlist in the Army. She never
The only photo found of dreamed that war would break out
CPL French, taken within a few months.
during his short Army
service.
He completed basic training at Ft.
Ord, CA and eventually became a Browning Automatic Rifle
(BAR) man with C Co, 32nd Inf, 7th Inf Div. While he was
home on leave in Jul’50 he was ordered back to his unit because
of the outbreak of the Korean War.
His family didn’t hear from him again until October when they
received a letter telling them of his part in the Sep’50 Inchon
invasion, in which he had been wounded. His mother then
contacted the Red Cross and informed them of his actual age
and she was assured that he would be home by Christmas.
It was not to be. French was already on his way to the Chosin
Reservoir area with Task Force MacLean/Faith. The task force
would suffer an 88% casualty rate at the Chosin Reservoir. On
02Dec50 French was last seen manning a machine gun with 2
other soldiers. They were killed within 10 minutes of this last
sighting. He was awarded the Purple Heart, the National Defense
Service Medal, the Korean Service Medal, the United Nations
Service Medal, the Republic of Korea War Service Medal, the
Korean Presidential Unit Citation and the Combat Infantryman’s
Badge.
He was buried in the Childress, TX cemetery after his remains
were returned in 1955 as part of Operation Glory.

Taps is National Song

Final Taps
We remember those who
ha
ve lef
t our r
ank
s
hav
left
rank
anks
Organization
Co/Bat.
Date of Death
Name
13th Engineer Battalion [C]
Anderson, Grayson W. Hq & Service
1/5/2014
17th Infantry Regiment
McCoy, Robert W.
Medical
2013
Whitehouse, Geneva
D
Unknown
Zarate, Margarito J.
H&F
10/23/2013
31st Infantry Regiment
Baker, Robert C.
K
6/30/2013
Goldberg, Robert A.
Hq & Service
12/25/2012
Smart, John (Jack)
Unknown
3/30/2013
32nd Infantry Regiment
Campbell, Edward J.
Heavy Mortar
1/5/2014
*Furtney, Morton R.
Unknown
2013
*Hinkson, James R.
I
Unknown
*Holmes, Norman A.
L
Unknown
Matlick, Stanley A.
Hq
5/16/2013
Oxenrider, Roy D.
Unknown
12/15/2013
Schadler, John
I
11/3/2011
*Swan, George F.
F
Unknown
Thieman, Robert E.
Service
11/17/2013
Walker, Hubert D.
HQ & A
8/6/2012
49th Field Artillery Battalion
*Persi, Paul
B
1/19/2013
78th AAA Battalion
*Makowski, Edward C. B
2/21/2014
7th Div. Field Artillery
Strain, James H.
HQ
12/22/2013
7th Military Police Co.
Miller, Vance M.
7th MP
10/12/2010
7th Reconnaissance Co.
*Kingsley, Keith R.
Recon
Unknown
7th Signal Co.
*Shapiro, Alan L.
Unknown
2013
Div Headquarters & 7th Signal
Selvidio, Joseph R.
Unknown
11/10/2011
Unknown
Wilson, John W.
Unknown
1/4/2014
Total 25
Note: Honored Members are identified by an asterisk.

Taps is now the National Song of Remembrance as of the
adoption, in December 2012, of the 2013 Defense Authorization
Act. There is a Taps Monument at Berkley Plantation, VA, where
it was first played in 1862.
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Dues Status

The Hourglass Staff

The 2013-15 dues cycle began on 07/01/2013. The dues
are $50.00 for a 2-year period. The legend below explains
the “Dues Status” on your mailing label.

Publisher: ............................... Frank S. Wadge
Editor: ..................................... Jerry Piller

l

2015 & above .... Your are current. Thank you.

If your Dues Status is displayed as "Associate",
"Honored", Honorary" or "Special", you are exempt
from payment of dues.

l

If you wish to pay your 2015-17 dues in advance, please
feel free to do so. Send your $50.00 to:

l

7th IDA
308 Cortland Way
Roswell, GA 30076-1381

Your continuing support of the
Association is appreciated.

Copy Deadlines: Winter Issue - August 15th
Summer Issue - February 15th
Contributions are invited from any 7th Infantry Division
Association member or supporter. eMail submission is
preferred, and should be sent to:
<hourglass@7ida.us>
Hard copy submissions should be mailed to:
Hourglass Editor, 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753

Please include a self-addressed
stamped envelope if you wish your
material to be returned to you.

