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Greetings to all members of the 7th ID
Association and vets of the Hourglass
Division. It is an honor to have been elected
to fill out the remainder of Gene Peeples'
tenure. I’ll to try to fill the footprints he has
left on this great organization for these past
10 years. As you read from his comments in
last summer’s Hourglass, he has health issues that forced him
to tender his resignation. I’ve known Gene since the Milwaukee
reunion, and have been your 1st VP for the past 4 years. I would
like to thank all our newly elected officials who stepped forward
with their willingness to serve.
One of the biggest challenges our organization faces right now
is our rapidly declining membership, and that is due primarily to
the advancing age of our members. Let’s face it - the vast majority
of us have reached our twilight years. We still have a few WWII
members and most of us are Korean War vets in our mid-80s.
And we are NOT getting any younger! We have lost 59 members
to death since our 2011 reunion in Branson. We have a small
percentage of post-war vets as members - and we need a LOT
more of these young whipper-snappers! There are potentially
more than 100,000 of them out there just waiting to be recruited!
Our Division stayed in Korea for 20 years after the CeaseFire, far longer than any other army infantry division. Our goal
should be to recruit as many of those vets as we can - in addition
to the young soldiers now serving on active duty with the newly
reactivated 7ID at Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM).
If any of you reading this commentary has any idea of how we
can acquire some databases of those 7ID ROK vets, their full
names, and hopefully their home town addresses, let me know.
It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to track these guys down. I
volunteered most of my time about 10 years ago, back in the
’90s, to make thousands of long-distance calls and located more
Continued on Page 6
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We Get Letters
Just received the Summer
Hourglass. Always a treat.

2013

I noticed the Jeep photo in the 7th
ID reactivation article. That
happens to be a M151A1, Vietnamera issue, just like the ones I rode
in “back in the day.”
I also saw the Winter 2012 article about
the 2nd/8th Arty. The author was there a
year after I left. Looked about the
same, except the B Btry guns were lookin’
like they weren’t moving out anytime
soon. We set them up there during the
Pueblo Incident and it looks like they
stayed there.
I have a question…one morning at a
Division G2/G3 meeting at Cp Casey in
early ’68 I, and several other Jeep
drivers, was “given” an Order of the
Bayonet pin by a Major who was at the
meeting. No paperwork, just “here ya
go.” Was there any significance to this?
I’m asked, on occasion, about the pin
and I’m not sure what to tell folks. As
I remember, you could only wear it on
the Class A uniform and I wore it on my
Class A’s all
during
my
s e p a r a t i o n
process. Now I
wear it on my hat
(shown here).
I also got an
Highland’s hat and Bayonet Imjin Scout patch
from the guys at
Badge.
Guard Post 56
after being in and around a few pretty
good firefights in Jan ’68, but I keep
that in my medals case. It wasn’t really
“authorized,” but I was “presented” with
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a patch by the OIC back at the GP in
Jan ’68. Orders would have had to
come from 2ID HQ somewhere, but I
never saw them. From 1993-97 I
served with the Army National Guard
(not to be confused with the Calif.
National Guard) here in southern
California. I wore a subdued Imjin Scout
patch on my field jacket, right pocket
centered.
They told me
while I was in
the
ARNG
I
could wear the
patch, but it
had to be on the
left pocket,
c e n t e r e d . N o The Imjin Scout patch, colored
problema. Guess
and subdued versions.
since I’m not in
the service anymore I can wear them any
way I want.
Dan Highland
<skydog@dslextreme.com>
1115 Alberta Ave.
Oceanside CA 92054
(760) 805-0753
Editor’s note: The Imjin Scout patch is the 2nd Div’s
version of the 7ID’s Bayonet Badge. It was awarded for
taking part in 20 patrols, or other operations (including
guard tower duty), north of the Imjin River.

I was with the 7th Medical Battalion
from 01May53-01Sep54. Here are 2
pictures from then. One is a photo of
me standing next to the 2nd Platoon,
Clearance Co.’s sign. The other, from L
to R, is Erwin Witalis from Pittsburg,
John Kwiatkowski from Chicago, and me.
I think I may have worked with Doug
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Halbert, who was there at the same time.

anyone responds to my Seekers letter.
Richard Bridges
PO Box 178
Yoncalla, OR 97499
(541) 849-2182
<richardbridges@hotmail.com>

I get together with two 7ID members for
breakfast once a month at least. We
always have a good time.

Geller and the 2nd Plt. Sign

I want to thank you for all the hard
work you do putting The Hourglass
together. What a great job you do.
Kit Kittinger
225 SE 3rd Street
Loveland, CO 80537
<kit7id@gmail.com>

I really enjoy getting the Hourglass
and hearing about others who were there
when I was.

Witalis, Kwiatkowski, and Geller

On reading Gene Richards’ article I
remember seeing a L-19 shot down by our
artillery in the Chorwon Valley in August
1952.

Myron Geller
9003 Clifton Ave.
Niles, IL 60714
(847) 946-2861

Stanley Erickson
802 NW Norton St.
Grimes, IA 50111

I hope I didn’t send you on a wild goose
chase in searching for SSG Leslie Day
in the last issue. It turns out that
the SSG Day I know and the one my friend
was looking for are one in the same
person.
I would be interested in knowing if

I was drafted during the Korean War and
eventually was assigned to HHC, 7ID in
1954. I remember shipping out from San
Francisco on a WWII Liberty ship, the
USNS Marine Phoenix. Although I held an
Infantry MOS I was assigned to the Public
Information Office. I remember I replaced
a soldier named Eugene Hosansky (sp?)
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who showed me the ropes before he left
Korea.
Here are some pictures around the 7th
Div HQ area at that time. This is near
Uijeongbu, possibly Camp Red Cloud,
before the Division came down from the
DMZ and set up Camp Casey.
Sales, with his
weapon, by the
PIO office.

Sales standing in front of his squad tent.

7ID div HQ area seen from Sales’ squad tent, above the HQ.
USNS Marine Phoenix was the last troopship built at
Kaiser’s Vancouver, WA shipyard. Launched in 1945 she
was scrapped in 1979.

M1 Garand vs M1 Carbine
In the last issue there was a clarification from Rosie Rosenfeld
concerning the M1 Garand rifle and the M1 Carbine. They
are shown here, to scale, in comparison. An additional bit of
information that may be of interest to you - the “US Carbine,
Caliber .30, M1” fired a much less powerful cartridge than
the “M1 Garand rifle.”

Jerry Sales
955 Willow View Circle
Waite Park,MN 56387
(320) 251-3629
<donnaandjerry99@yahoo.com>
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Seekers Pages
I’m hoping that someone might know who I should
contact about my situation.
Way back in 1989, when the Division was still
active at Ft. Ord, I became acquainted with
the museum director there. They really had a
great museum so I sent him my Class A uniform, including my
Ike jacket, brown leather boots, etc. He sent me a photograph
of it on a mannequin (shown here) and it looked pretty sharp.
Shortly after that the Division was
deactivated and now only God and
some other body would know what
happened to all the items in the
museum. I did hear that the museum’s
materials had gone to Ft. Carson and
was there when the Division was
activated again at Carson.
I wrote a couple of letters to different
people at Carson to see if they had
any info as to the whereabouts of the
museum items. No reply. So, through
the years, I have had visions of my
dress uniform being somewhere in an
“Indiana Jones” warehouse.
So, would anyone have any
suggestions as to where the museum’s
stuff would be and/or if the museum will be started up again? I
know all of this happened quite a long time ago, but sometimes
we do get lucky.
Robert H. Heuerman
C Co, 31st Inf, 7th Div
1951-52
<cplbobh@citlink.net>

I know this is a long shot, but I’m trying to establish my presence
in the Korean DMZ and at Camp Casey in 1969. I am suffering
from the possible effects of exposure to Agent Orange (AO)
and have been trying to file for benefits with the VA. I need to
prove I was there and was subjected to AO exposure.

During that time I met an enlisted man in the Korean Military
Advisor Group (KMAG) NCO Club. I don’t know
why he was at Yongsan (Seoul), perhaps it was
for medical reasons. SSG Chandler in the Signal
Section made arrangements for me to drive him
from Yongsan north to Cp Casey.
While we up there we also went on a tour of the DMZ. Both of
us were Specialist 4th Class (Sp4) and I had a yellow card (if I
remember correctly) attached to left front pocket of my
khaki uniform that allowed us DMZ access, but we were stopped
at a final Korean check point just short of the DMZ. We could
see the DMZ, but there was no unusual activity there even with
all the alerts we had been under since 10Apr69 when an EC121 was shot down.
We drove back to Cp Casey and
he wanted out at the gate, not to
be driven any farther. I know the
date was very likely Sunday,
08June69, because that date is on
a postcard I mailed home. But the
VA Regional Office will not accept
that as evidence. One KMAG
Bill McGraw
friend remembers the guy but
won’t swear he saw me driving the guy so he won’t give me a
letter of support. All the other people involved just can’t be found,
or are possibly dead.
I sent a letter to SSG Chandler via the VA to forward to him
because I had his full name and service number, but so far I
haven’t gotten a response from him. I’ve tried searching on some
Internet sites but I don’t have full names or service numbers of
the others involved.
All my other trips to the DMZ were with an Army Major (I
can’t recall his name or unit) to inspect communication buildings
on hilltops, radio and radar sites, or for other classified reasons
- policy was “didn’t ask, didn’t tell.” I’d either drive him to and
from Kimpo Air Base, or to and from his BOQ. I have only a
vague memory of where we were even with all the maps
available.
I separated from service on 15Feb70 and went to the VA for a
Compensation & Pension physical later that year because of

◆
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some odd symptoms I was having - numb feet, “shakes” and
arthritic symptoms - that ultimately led to being diagnosed with
Multiple Sclerosis in 2010. I initially filed a claim with the VA in
1970, again in 1985 (well after the 7-year “statute of limitations”
passed), and then once again in 2002. I have been in a long
appeals process since then. Even though I don’t legally qualify
for compensation, as I was not assigned to the eligible DMZ
units, I am getting first-class medical treatment and might live
long enough to be successful in my appeal. I’m on 3 veterans’
web sites and have had excellent help in finding info and filing
claims.
If any of this sounds familiar to any of your readers please have
them contact me!
Bill McGraw
412 Rose St.
Greenville, MS 38701
Home (662) 335-8446
Cell (662) 822-8338
<mcgr3799@bellsouth.net>

My father, SSG Carl Milton
Moyer, enlisted in 1951, went to
Korea and served with the Co D,
17th Inf Rgt, 7th Div as a radioman/
forward observer in 1952-53. He
was a First Sergeant when he left
Korea with the first troops to return
home. He left Korea 28Feb53, via
Japan, and traveled through the
Panama Canal on a troop ship,
SSG Carl Milton arriving in New York City 08Apr53
Moyer.
where he participated in a ceremony
for the returning troops. His last duty
assignment was at Ft. Breckinridge, KY.
He recently began opening up to my children and commented
on the fact that he carried a calendar on which he marked each
day he was in combat. Shortly after his return he left the calendar
in his pocket and lost it to the laundry.
Can you help me find a way to recreate this for him?
Scott Moyer
101 W. Bern St.
Reading, PA 19601
<SMoyer@cartech.com>

I’m writing a memoir of my time in the 7th in 1957-58, and am
finding my memory isn’t what it used to be. I thought perhaps
some of your readers could help me out.
I was in the 32nd Reg’t, then transferred to the 2nd Bde, 34th
Infantry, both at Cp Hovey.
I’d like to get access to the designations and locations of the
other Battle Groups in the Division during that time (‘57-58).
Any help you could offer, especially with Internet sources, on
this subject would be greatly appreciated.
Mike Hayes
1706 Colby Drive
Kingman, Az 86409
(928) 692-1233
<aztmike@gmail.com>

"President" continued from Page 1
than 1,200 Korean War graduates of Fort Sill’s FA OCS classes,
and putting them on reunion mailing lists.
We have a mission folks. If every member would recruit just
ONE new member, we could declare Mission Accomplished!
And our 7th Division legacy can move forward. I am eager to
hear from any and all of you - eMails, phone calls, letters, or just
holler real loud ’cuz my hearing is bad. Our next reunion will be
in the Tacoma, WA area in 2015, adjacent to JBLM where the
reactivated 7ID is now located. Exact dates, host hotel, etc.
have yet to be decided. I hope to see you there. Stay healthy,
and God bless each and all of you, and God bless our great
United States of America!

Please include a self-addressed
stamped envelope if you wish your
material to be returned to you.
Page 6

Your President,
Gene C. Richards
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4/76 Field Arty Update

Hourglass Editor Appointed
to Draft Board

Submitted by John “Casey” Stengel
On July 7-10 of this year the 4th Bn, 76th FA held a reunion in
Battle Creek, MI. Members shown below all served 1960-67.

L to R: Bob Backlund (MI), Joe Koczoroski (WI), Jim Beene
(MI), Bruce Seiffert (WI), Paul McClung (MI), Harry
Chambers (NJ), John Purcell (OK), John Stengel (MI),
Marti Stephani (NC), Steve Kurtz (PA), & Larry Gaso (PA).
Missing from the picture are: Bill Wissman (MO), Claude
Hamel (FL), & Dennis Krezenski (MI).
4/76 Arty Now on Facebook!
Rich Stupek came up with the idea and I think
it’s a good one. It might take Harry “Chaunce”
Chambers a while to learn to manage the site
however. His son, the computer nerd, is trying
76th
to teach him how to do it…we’ll see how that
Artillery goes. You can contact Chaunce at
unit crest <harryjo@verizon.net> and he will send you
an invitation to join the group.
What I know so far is that we can add pictures or have
“conversations” on the site. I’m hoping that it will be picked up
by the search engines and others will be able to locate us. The
drawback is you need to sign up for Facebook, but it doesn’t
cost anything.
Another site the 4/76 Arty was using at...
http://www.koreaatourofduty.us/Home.html may disappear
soon as the webmaster is no longer able to run it, so sooner or
later it will close down. If you want anything from the site you
might want to go check it out soon.

Back in the Summer 2012 issue there was a short blurb about
the Selective Service System looking for people interested in
serving as Local Board Members. Our Editor, Jerry Piller,
responded and was appointed by the President as a member of
the State of Hawaii Local Board 009 in July 2013.
Although there is presently no draft, the requirement for all 1825 year-old men to register remains in effect and the system is
on standby to respond to any future need to quickly increase the
armed forces.

Selective Service Number
Decoded
Ever wondered what your Selective service number meant?
Here’s a sample number: 05-016-47-365. That breaks down
to: 05 = state code, 016 = local board number, 47 = year of
birth, and 365 = you were the 365th person to register with your
board who was born in 1947.
After this number was assigned then there was a lottery in which
dates of birth were drawn at random and given an order of
selection. Turns out in 1970, during the Vietnam War, that you
did not want to be born on September 14th - that gave you
selection #001, whereas February 26th gave you #365. So, you
couldn’t tell by just your “raw” Selective Service number where
you stood…the lottery was all that counted.

◆

Page 7

▲
Winter 2013

The Hourglass

▲

2013 San Antonio Reunion A Success!
The reunion held Sept 5-8 at the Omni Colonnade Hotel in San
Antonio was, once again, a good time of visiting with old friends
and making new ones. We had 88 members and guests, including
the Commanding General, MG Steven Lanza, and the
Command Sergeant Major, CSM Delbert Byers, of the 7ID,
in attendance. MG Lanza was the keynote speaker at the dinner
on Saturday, which included a video of the Division’s history
and its current activities and organization.
New officers were elected and currently all the officer and
governor positions are filled. You can check the listing of all the
officers and governors on page 27 of this issue. You can also
read the minutes of the General Membership meeting on page
28 and the Governing Council’s meeting on page 29.

The meeting room on the 20th floor of the Omni Colonnade
Hotel set up for the reunion’s activities.

The snack trays set out on Thursday for the members to
enjoy after registering.
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If you missed this reunion you can start making plans to attend
the next one in 2015. It will be held in the Seattle/Tacoma, WA
area. The actual dates and location have not been set, but the
planning committee has already begun working on the
arrangements. Hope to see you there!
A special “thank you” goes out to Judy Richards who manned
the QM merchandise table all 3 days, and Elaine Peeples for
handling the raffle ticket sales.
Here are some photos taken during the reunion by Dick
Hazelmyer and Jerry Piller. All IDs are from L to R, or bottom
to top.

Downtown San Antonio seen from our meeting room.

Members taking advantage of the snacks provided on
registration day.
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Donald & Betty Burns
check in at registration.
The snack table after a sustained “attack” by the
members on registration day.
Betty & Donald Burns
look at merchandise on
the QM’s table.

Harold &
Jackie
Holliger look
over their
registration
packet.

David Gray
One of the Queen's Own

Betty Burns and Dick
Patterson inspecting the
QM merchandise.

Donald Burns and
The Hourglass
Editor Jerry Piller,
deep in discussion.

Robert Conlee, Harold Wheatley, JT Morgan,
and Stanley Warren reminiscing.

George
Boggs with
his everpresent smile.

Judy Richards, Dick
Patterson, and Betty &
Donald Burns at the
QM’s merchandise table
while others mingle in
the background.
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David & Carol Gray looking at old
Japanese photographs. Some were Treasurer Doug Halbert and Dick
st
Donna & Ken Mattingly personal photos and some were of Patterson, our new 1 VP, are all smiles.
brought Beer Nuts for the the Battle of Okinawa.
group from their hometown in
Bloomington, IL.
Outgoing president
Gene Peeples,
Exec Secty Casey
Stengel
and
member LeRoy
Quernemoen
recalling
their
service.

WWII veterans John Schofield, Joe
Murphy and LeRoy Quernemoen.

After being cased for 2 years, the 7ID
flag’s campaign streamers were
badly wrinkled so Jerry Piller took
them off, ironed them, and put them
back on the 7ID flag.
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Gene Richards
and Donald
Burns talk, while
David & Carol
Gray look at some
old Japanese
photographs of
Okinawa, and
Gene Peeples,
LeRoy
Quernemoen and
Casey Stengel
reminisce.
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Carol Gray, Dick
Patterson, David
Gray and LeRoy
Quernemoen at a
table looking at
photographs while
others in the
background
socialize.
Paul Umbstead, Kenneth Smith and Gene
Richards.

H a r o l d
Holliger and
Ken Mattingly
recount their
service with
the 7ID.

Treasurer Doug Halbert
working away on his
computer keeping things
organized.

JT Morgan,
R o b e r t
Conlee and
J u l i a
Flitsch at
the snack
table.

Donald Burns, Walter &
Eddie Davenport and Betty
Burns talk while others
socialize and get snacks in the
background.

David Gray looking at the
recently published book
Letters to Ann, featured in this
issue on page 31.

C a s e y
Stengel, Gene
Richards and
Frank Rowell
look over the
books
that
Frank brought
to the reunion.
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Marlene Levendoski,
Elaine & Gene Peeples
share food at a table, while
the Umbsteads and the
Morgans share a table in the
background.
William Labbe and Jerry Cuslidge
exchange memories.
Doug Halbert
and Dick
Hazelmyer scan
the 05Apr53
copy of the
Bayonet, the
Division’s
newsletter.

W a l t e r
Davenport and
John Naastad
share some time
together.

Gene Peeples
chairs his last
General Meeting
as president. Also
shown are Gene
Richards, Casey
Stengel and
Doug Halbert.
Members attending the General
Membership meeting on Saturday.

Treasurer Doug Halbert giving his
report to the membership, Gene
Peeples is seated to his right.
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Jack Richards, Gene’s brother,
and Judy & Gene Richards
find their seats at the banquet.
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Don & Joan Lanternier and Rosemary
Naastad enjoy themselves at the
banquet.
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Linda Hazelmyer
chats with Laura
Jo & Richard
Coutermarsh at
their table during
Saturday night’s
dinner.
Merilyn Georgevich’s table enjoys the dinner.

Jackie & Harold Holliger with CSM
Delbert Byers at the banquet.

MG Lanza
presents the
60th
Anniversary
medal to
some of the
Korean War
veterans at
the banquet.

The certificate
presented at
the banquet to
the Korean
War veterans.

The medal and ribbon
commemorating the 60th
anniversary of the Korean
War awarded by the U.S.
Department of Defense and
the S. Korean government.
The flags on the ribbon
represent all the countries
that helped defend
S. Korea.

CPT Ryan Case, LeRoy Quernemoen
and John & Doris Schofield at the
banquet.

Doug Halbert and Donald Burns at
the banquet

Governor Vilas "Sid"
Morris shows off his
medal and certificate of
appreciation signed by
Sec. of Def. Chuck Hagel.

◆

Medal detail
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Dress uniforms on
parade!
CSM
Delbert Byers, MG
Steven Lanza,
MSG
Gene
Peeples,
CPT
Jerry Piller, SSG
Doug Halbert and
CPT Ryan Case.
MG Steven Lanza giving the
keynote address at the banquet.

3 generations of uniforms: Jerry Piller,Vietnam
era; Gene Peeples in the new blue enlisted
uniform; Doug Halbert, Korean War era; and
CPT Ryan Case, current officer’s blue uniform.

Seven of the Officers: Treas Doug Halbert, Pres Gene
Richards, Exec Scty Casey Stengel, 1st VP Dick
Patterson, 2nd VP JT Morgan, QM Dan McPharlin &
Editor Jerry Piller.
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The WWII veterans, flanked by CSM Byers and MG
Lanza: Harold Holliger, Jerry Cuslidge, Merilyn
Georgevich, LeRoy Quernemoen, Joe Murphy, Paul
Umbstead, Harold Wheatley, & John Schofield.

Seven of the Governors: George Boggs, Gene
Peeples, Richard Coutermarsh, Ken Mattingly, Sid
Morris, Henry Mills & Dick Hazelmyer.
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MG Lanza and CSM Byers congratulate John
Naastad and Harold Holliger on their service.

Out-going president Gene
Peeples and the new
president Gene Richards
confer.

Attendees of the Sunday morning breakfast and memorial service take their seats.

Barbara Williams, Casey Stengel and Elaine & Gene
Peeples taking a break outside the hotel entrance.

◆

Robert Patterson played his
bagpipes at the memorial
service. He began with a
rendition of Amazing Grace
and, to close the service, he
played a medley of tunes
including the Caisson Song.
The lyrics have changed quite
a bit since its introduction in
1908, but most of the
members sang the 1918
version that celebrates the
artillery branch. The latest
official version, adopted in
2013, is known as The Army
Goes Rolling Along.

Henry Mills acts the part
of the matador as Dick Executive Secretary
Hazelmyer departs on his Casey Stengel conducts
motorized chair. Ole!
some business on his cell
phone.
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George Wysocki’s Korean War
I thought I’d relate a couple of my experiences of the Korean
War in 1951. I arrived in the middle of October aboard the
USS Gen. Pope, and landed at Inchon, going ashore on a LSU
(Landing Ship Utility). Once ashore I was loaded on to a bulletridden train, headed for Chun-Chun. It was very cramped
because the cars were filled with troops and their duffel bags - it
was like being crammed into a phone booth - which made it
very hard to sleep. The next morning, at breakfast, I looked
around and saw that all the buildings had their windows shot
out.

didn’t think about the 10# of TNT on my back - I could have
been blown to bits if a round had struck me! After it quieted
down we proceeded with our mission. As we were leaving, about
half way back, we looked back and found that the North Koreans
had all their weapons trained on us. In the end we lost 1 man.
My unit was in the Kumwa Valley, in the Iron Triangle area,
when I rotated home on 05Jul52. Things were just starting to
get “interesting” then because this was around the time the battle
for Pork Chop Hill began.

At Chun-Chun there were no buildings, only tents. I was inprocessed there and assigned to 1st Platoon, C Co, 32nd Inf
Rgt, which had just returned from the battle at Heartbreak Ridge.
We spent the next 47 days up on Heartbreak Ridge, during
which time I went out on my first patrol. The patrol, under MSG
Lander, went out to a little hill called “Mortar Junction.” We
had just arrived when we were attacked with a mortar barrage.
My friend, who was only about 15 yards from me, was killed
instantly. It was sad because he was married and they had a
baby on the way. I thought to myself, “If this keeps up I won’t
last very long!”
From there it was on to the Punchbowl. Two other guys and I
were supposed to go out and destroy 2 bunkers with the 10
pounds of TNT we were each carrying. We left about 2000
hours and were supposed to be at our objective way before
daylight, but we never got there. Almost immediately we came
under fire, so we sat for a while to regroup. By the time we got
to the open valley all hell had broken loose.

A LSU like the one that carried Wysocki ashore at Inchon.
George A. Wysocki
707 S. 23rd
Grand Forks, ND 58201

We were pinned down for about 30 minutes, lying in a little
hollow, with twigs being knocked off the trees all around us. I

7th Signal Signs
Dick Hazelmyer sent in these 2 photos
of 7th Signal Co. signs that were taken
during his time of service, 1952-53.
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New QM Appointed
Dan McPharlin, of Oakley, CA,
was appointed to the post of
Quartermaster of the 7th Infantry
Division Association at the recent
reunion in San Antonio.

Dan McPharlin

Dan served in the Army in 196769, and spent 1968-69 with the 7th
Inf Div in Korea. He served with
the Recon Platoon, HHC, 1st Bn,
31st Inf based at Camp Matta, in
the DMZ. You can see an article and
pictures reflecting his time in the 7th

in this issue on page 35.
Dan is a retired electrician who worked for the Chrysler Corp.
Dan says he has “lots of time on his hands” and is looking forward
to his new duties.
You can contact Dan at his new eMail address, <qm@7ida.us>,
or the old fashioned way using the telephone or postal service:
Dan McPharlin
Quartermaster, 7IDA
102 Danvers Court
Oakley, CA 94561-5047
(925) 308-4337
For the time being all “specials” that were running will continue
to stay in effect, see pages 20-21 for details.
Welcome aboard Dan!

“Less than 1% of Americans wear the uniforms
of our nation. The sum of their service to the
country is beyond measure. Our rights and
privileges as American citizens have been gifts
to each of us. We must not take those gifts
for granted.”
Eric Shinseki
VA Secretary
Veterans Day 2012

Korean War Not Forgotten
Condensed from an article by Stella Morrison in the North
& South Brunswick, (MN) Sentinel.
Korean War veteran Richard Pender has worked to ensure
that future generations remember the war. Pender admits that he
had no idea where Korea was when he signed up to join the
U.S. Army in the early 1950s. Many signed up to fight in the
three-year war with no knowledge of where they were headed
or what exactly they were getting into. For some, enlisting seemed
to hold greater rewards than the jobs they held. “I was making
45 cents an hour at the time,” said Dan Savino, a U.S. Marine
who served from 1952 to 1953. “To be honest, I had no idea
what Korea was, where it was, what was going on,” said Savino.
“I don’t even think we were taught about Korea in school,” said
U.S. Army veteran Charles Koppelman, who served as a
medic with the 17th Inf Rgt in 1956-57.
Sixty years later, these veterans of Korea are ensuring that it is
remembered and that its veterans receive the attention they
deserve. Their efforts today range from involvement in veterans’
groups to personal remembrances and classroom visits.
Pender channels his efforts toward ensuring that future generations
remember the Korean War. He is writing a book about the war,
and often talks about it during visits to classrooms in area middle
schools and high schools.
Savino organized efforts to recognize the sacrifice made by
USMC CPL Philip A. Reynolds, who was 20 when he was
killed in Korea in 1950. His body was returned to the U.S. in
1955 and was buried without military honors. On 29Nov09
those honors were bestowed upon Reynolds as more than 200
guests, including family members, gathered at his gravesite to
honor the fallen hero.
Koppelman returned to South Korea in 2007 as part of a
goodwill trip organized by the Korean government. He was
chosen because of his involvement with several Korean
War veterans’ groups and Jewish War Veterans chapters. He
wears a wristwatch given to him by then-Republic of Korea
President Roh Moo-hyun. The token of appreciation means a
lot to the veteran. “Other countries that we saved in previous
wars have never really given a ‘thank you,’” he said. “The South
Koreans thank us 365 days a year.”
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From Your Treasurer
If you look at the financials in this issue you will find a little
different approach when compared to past years. Instead of
reporting on the last six months, the reports cover the two years
between reunions. As our dues cover a two-year period, it
seemed appropriate to prepare our reports on a two-year period.
As you can see, our major expense is The Hourglass - just
about $5,000.00 per issue. Our publisher makes every effort to
control the expenses but postal rates keep climbing on us and
our suppliers are experiencing increases in their costs.
At this writing we still have 343 members that have not paid
their 2013-15 dues. I am certainly in hopes that those who are
currently in arrears will notice their status on the label of this
Hourglass and get their dues in before the end of the year.
Also, as mentioned at the reunion, our treasury was boosted by
the support of a lot of our dues-exempt “Honored” members.
In spite of the fact that they do not have to pay dues, a number
of them voluntarily sent in donations to the Booster Fund. You
will notice that donations to the Booster during the past two
years came to over $2,100.00 and much of that came from the
Honored group. On behalf of the membership I would like to
thank all of you who made these extra contributions to the
Association.
Your attention is also directed to the $98.00 accumulated in
commissions on the Rx Drug program. At the recent reunion
each person in attendance was given 10 of these cards. The
program costs the Association nothing to participate in and the
money we receive is just plain “found” money. The program is a
simple point of sale discount plan. Every time someone uses the
card, we get a small commission. The card can be used by
anyone. The person does not have to be a member of the
Association. If anyone needs more cards to hand out, please
drop me a note. I will be glad to supply them.
We now start the planning process for holding our next reunion
at a location near the active duty unit. I am sure everyone is
looking forward to visiting Joint Base Lewis McChord in 2015.

Income & Expense Statement
10/1/2011 through 9/1/2013 (Cash Basis)
INCOME
Donations Received
Booster
$2,102.80
Hourglass
$375.00
Postage
$2.00
Reactivation
$300.00
UNARx Plan
$98.00
Unrestricted
$292.10
TOTAL Donations Received
$3,169.90
Dues Income
2009-11
2011-13
2013-15
Special
TOTAL Dues Income
Dues in Reserve
2015-17
2017-19
2019-21
2021-23
TOTAL Dues in Reserve

$280.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$430.00

Interest Income
Other Income
Quartermaster Sales
Reunion 2013
Banquet
Breakfast
Registration
TOTAL Reunion 2013
TOTAL INCOME

$3,109.85
$1,136.24
$1,305.00
$5,551.09
$35,002.90

EXPENSES
Honorariums
Executive Secretary
Hourglass Editor
Quartermaster
TOTAL Honorariums

$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$1,312.33
$3,312.33

Doug Halbert

Hourglass
Distribution
Postage

Treasurer & Roster Manager
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$30.00
$9,480.00
$9,756.36
$30.00
$19,296.36
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Income & Expense Statement continued

SSG Reckless Immortalized

Production
TOTAL Hourglass

$12,800.00
$19,101.43

Insurance
Treasurer Bond
TOTAL Insurance

$547.00
$547.00

Memorial Flowers
Office Expenses
Miscellaneous Supplies
Stationery & Envelopes
TOTAL Office Expenses

$99.00
$115.50
$214.50

Postage
HG Editor
Treasurer
TOTAL Postage

$53.83
$390.65
$444.48

Quartermaster
Inventory Purchases
Mileage
Miscellaneous
Postage
Shipping supplies
TOTAL Quartermaster
Regulatory Fees
Reunion-2013
TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS AS OF 9/1/2013

$64.20

$1,267.86
$25.95
$351.94
$1,253.35
$466.95
$3,366.05

A 10-foot bronze statue, by sculptor Jocelyn Russell, of the
courageous pack horse SSG Reckless was unveiled 26Jul13
at the Marine Corps Museum in Quantico, VA. “She wasn’t a
horse, she was a Marine, and they treated her as one,” said
author Robin Hutton, whose book SGT Reckless: America’s
War Horse, is due out later this year.
SSG Reckless,
who was a
Mongolian
mare
that
served in the
US Marine
Corps during
the Korean
War, made 51
solo
trips
The sculptor and her unfinished statue
during a fiveof SSG Reckless. Fox News photo.
day battle in
March 1953, carrying nearly 10,000 pounds of ammunition and
explosives from a supply depot to the front lines. She was
wounded twice and later received two Purple Hearts for her
service, as well as several other military decorations.
There was an article in the Summer 2012 issue of The Hourglass
detailing her heroics.

$20.00
$2,174.22
$29,244.21
$5,758.69

BALANCE SHEET as of 3/31/2011
ASSETS
Bank Accounts
Bank of America - 33409918020
$22,215.73
CapitalOne - 3273310744
$15,242.60
TOTAL Bank Accounts
$37,458.33
Cash Accounts
Petty Cash - Quartermaster
TOTAL Cash Accounts
Credit Card Accounts
B of A Corporate Credit Card
TOTAL Credit Card Accounts
GRAND TOTAL

$300.00
$300.00

-714.80
-714.80
37,043.53
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The Quartermaster’s Store
http://7ida.us/

th

7 IDA Insignia Decal
4½" diameter
$4.00 each

Car Window Decal

7th IDA Tie Bar

2¾" diameter. Mounts on glass.
$3.50 each

$9.00 each

Dog Tag Key Ring

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each

Unit Pins

Brass Dog Tag Key Ring
Small
O u t O fBolos
$9.00
each
Stock

Bolo Ties
th

The authorized 7 Inf. Div. unit
pins. One is worn on each epaulet.
$7.00 each

Specify Small or Large
Sm - $12.00, Lg - $18.00

Crests $7.00 each
7th IDA Round Key Ring
$9.00 each

Lapel Pin
$7.00 each
31st Infantry
Regiment

17th Infantry
Regiment

$5.00 each

32nd Infantry
Regiment

CD of 1954 7th ID
Yearbook

7th IDA License Plate Holder
Pricing
1 .......... $ 7.00
2 .......... $ 11.00
3 .......... $15.00
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4 .......... $19.00
5 .......... $23.00
6 .......... $27.00

Hat Pins

300 pages of photos and
text, originally printed
by Division Command.
Now scanned into an
Adobe Reader PDF file.
$9.00 each
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Military Black Belt

Caps

Black web belt with brass
military 7th Inf. Div. belt buckle.
$15.00 each

The official “bill cap” of the
Association. One size fits all.
Red, white & black available.
State your preference.
$14.00 each

Western Style Buckle
Out Of
3½"W x 2½"H
Stock
$18.00 each

7th IDA Cloth Patch
$5.00 each

Dress Hourglass Patch
$6.50 each

Souvenir Brass Coin
7th Inf. Div. (Light), 1980’s & 90’s,
1½" diameter. Illustration shows
the obverse and the reverse.
$3.00 each

7th IDA Tee Shirts
7th IDA Challenge Coin

Grey only (S, M, L, XL or XXL)
Call QM for available sizes.
$15.00 each

1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces.
Obverse is red, white and black
enamel w/clear epoxy coating.
Reverse is red, black and bronze.
1 coin - $10.00; 2 coins - $18.00
5 coins - $40.00;10 coins - $70.00

Special

Place a QM order of $20 or
more and Tee Shirts are just
$7.00 each - over 50% off!

7th IDA Bumper Sticker
$3.00 each

Special

Offer!

Offer!

FREE sticker with any order!!

Packing & shipping is included in the prices. Be sure to
state any color & size choices in your order. Make your
check for the total cost of all items, payable to:
“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:
th
7 Infantry Division Association
Dan McPharlin, Quartermaster
102 Danvers Court
Oakley, CA 94561-5047
Tel: (925) 308-4337
<qm@7ida.us>

◆
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Membership Application Form
Please TYPE or PRINT clearly.
Name:

.
Last Name

First

Sex:

Middle

o

o

Male

Female

Address:

.
Street, RR, or PO Box

Apartment #

.
City

Status: oVeteran

State

9 Digit Zip Code

Country

oWidow(er) of Veteran oChild (Grandchild) of Veteran oSupporter
.

Spouse's Name:
(or nearest kin)

Phones: (
)
Home

(

)

(
)
Business

Cell

_

(
Fax

)

_ ,

eMail Address:

.

Name and relationship of person who served with the Division:

.

The following information relates to the person who served with the Division:

Military:
Assignment
With 7th ID from:

.
Platoon

Company

.To:

Troop

Battalion

Battery

Highest Rank:

Regiment
DOB:

Brigade

/

/

.

Overseas Assignments, Major Battles, Awards, Decorations and Service Medals:
If more space is required to complete this question, please use a separate sheet of paper and attach to this form.

.
.
.
Applicant’s Signature

Date of Application

Biennial dues are $50.00 payable July 1st in the odd year.
If you are joining in an even year, your initial dues are $25.00
which pays you up to June 30th of the following, odd year.

Please mail the completed form and your check to:
7th Infantry Division Association
8501 Birch Hollow Dr.
Roswell, GA 30076-1176

_

Recommended By 7th IDA Member:
.
.
.

Name:
Address:

th

New Members
are immediately placed on our mailing list and receive a Membership Card, a 7 IDA lapel
th
pin, a 7 IDA auto decal, a copy of our Constitution and By-laws, and a current copy of The Hourglass.
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From The Editor

We'd Like Your

The Hourglass is your newsletter and
we would like to make sure it contains
the type of material that you, the 7th
IDA Member, would really like to
read. Please help us to make it so.
For those of you with computers, which
is probably most of you, we have created a really easy way for
you to give us your feedback. Just go to:
www.garponline.com/HGrfb01.htm
and you will find the really short Hourglass Feedback Form.
With just 11 simple questions plus a space to add any comments
or suggestions you please, you’ll be done in about 10 minutes.
So, let's hear from you so we can make The Hourglass even
better, and we will give you feedback on your feedback in the
next issue.

Then & Now
Dan Highland, <skydog@dslextreme.com>, sent in these
copies of his first and current 7IDA membership cards. Looks
like his membership number has changed since 1967 when he
first became a member.

Well, the reunion in San Antonio is over and I made it back
home in time to get this issue to the publisher, but just barely.
The reunion was a great success, and we’re already looking
forward to the next one, in 2015, in the Joint Base LewisMcChord area in WA. That’s the old Fort Lewis for those of
you who haven’t kept up with the base consolidations. Be sure
and note summer or early fall 2015 on your calendars (if you
have one that far ahead!) now. The exact dates will be set later.
It seems some things never change in an organization like this. A
member sent me a copy of the Dec’49 issue of the Sands From
the Hourglass News newsletter and the Assn. was struggling
with getting people to join and pay their dues…and dues were
only $1 per year. Sound familiar? The Assn. had 3 officers and 5
directors while, currently, we have 8 officer and 10 director
positions. They didn’t list an editor, so I’m assuming it was part
of their Secretary/Treasurer’s duties.
Be sure and check out the column on page 17 introducing our
new Quartermaster. Dan was a new face at the reunion and
stepped up to fill the job. Welcome aboard!
Between Dick Hazelmyer and myself we took almost 500 photos
at the reunion, so only a small fraction of them can be published.
I have tried to identify everyone correctly, but if there are any
mistakes I apologize in advance. After looking at the photos
included in the issue I must say it looks like Don & Betty Burns
get the “most photographed” award for this reunion.
As shown in Doug Halbert’s Treasurer’s report, we’ve made
$98.00 from the prescription drug discount program. I know it
doesn’t sound like much, but it is “found money” to the
Association…it doesn’t cost us anything and we don’t have to
pay taxes on it. The program is not an insurance program and is
open to one and all. So if you, your family, or friends can use
something like this to get a discount on medicines not covered
by your insurance just contact Doug and he’ll happily send you
some of the cards.
As always, keep those letters coming.

Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor
<hourglass@7ida.us>

◆
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Buzz Air Section Night Missions
Illumination Of Pork Chop Hill
By Gene Richards
This is yet another story which I
have written about my time spent
in Korea.
During the last 7 months of the war
(26Dec52 to 27Jul53), the 7th
Infantry Division defended the same
terrain along the MLR - a wide expanse of rugged hills just about
due north of Seoul. The Imjin River meanders through this area
of many hills with names made famous from some of the battles
that had taken place on them. Names like Old Baldy, T-Bone,
and Pork Chop Hill. A few years after the Korean War, a movie
was made about Pork Chop Hill, featuring actor Gregory Peck.
There were several large battles, months apart, when the Chinese
& North Koreans tried desperately to recapture and gain
possession of Pork Chop Hill. One of these battles took place
in Mar/April ‘53. I’m not sure, but I think this one might have
been the one that the Gregory Peck movie was about. But even
during the last 3 weeks of the war, like when LT Labor & Lt
Pearsall’s L-19 Bird Dog was shot down on the 4th of July, the
Chinese had started
one of their larger
offensives of the war.
This was going on
about the time I left the
7th Division Air Section
to rotate home.
Normally, I would have
spent only one day at
Division Rear (in the process of rotating back through 8th Army
channels, on my way to return to the States) but, because of the
size and intensity of the Chinese offensive, 8th Army had
temporarily cancelled all leaves and rotations out of Korea. As
a consequence, I got stuck at 7th Division Rear for TEN DAYS,
before I finally received orders to proceed on south to the Eighth
Army Replacement Depot, near Inchon (to continue my journey
home).
This 10-day period I spent at Division Rear, was extremely
stressful, as I kept thinking that I was surely going to be called
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back to the Air Section for additional duty, and not get to rotate
home. Fortunately, that didn’t happen, and the events that started
to unfold very rapidly, from the time I got to the 8th Army Rpl
Depot - and getting to see twin-brother Jack, and then FLY
home - make for yet another story. But that story will have to
wait, as this story is about a night mission over Pork Chop Hill.
One night, probably a few nights after the Chinese had begun
their big offense to take Pork Chop Hill back (Bob Williams
thinks it was 14Mar53), we got a call at the Air Section from
our DVARTY FDC that our infantry units on Pork Chop Hill
were being assaulted by several large battalions of the enemy,
and they were in desperate need for some high-level illumination
(it was pitch-dark, with no moon, so very difficult for our infantry
to see the attacking Chinese). Since our Buzz Air Section air
strip was located only about 7 miles behind the MLR (which is
where our defensive positions in front of Pork Chop were), we
could quickly load up the cargo area of our old L-20 Beaver
plane with a lot of illumination flares, and be in position to deploy
them within a few minutes.
All of our artillery air
missions up to this time
had been flown with our
small Cessna L-19s. The
Division must have had
15 or 20 of the L-19s,
and nearly that many
pilot-observer teams to
fly them. The L-19 had attachment points for attaching two flares
under each wing, sort of like very small bombs that would be
attached under the wings of fighter planes.
An illumination flare was small in size - cylindrical shape, about
6” in diameter and probably 24” long - easy for one man to pick
up and attach it to the underside of a wing, or just load it into the
cargo area of an L-20 Beaver. With the L-19, the pilot would
push some sort of button or lever, to release the flare from the
wing of the plane. But we found out quickly that the amount of
time that those 4 little flares would provide light for our troops
down below wasn’t nearly enough. Each flare would probably
last 2 or 3 minutes, and then just burn out (they were deployed
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from the canisters by use of a tiny parachute, which was timed
to open a few seconds after being released from the plane).
You might wonder - just what is an L-20 Beaver? It was a singleengine plane, with its wing mounted across the top of the fuselage,
very similar to our L-19. But it was much larger, and built to
carry 7 or 8 passengers. Its role was not intended for combat
use, like the L-19 was, but rather for moving staff personnel of
Division, Regimental, and Battalion units short distances, and
quickly. I suppose that each division probably had one of these
Beavers, used mainly for administrative purposes (ours was also
used as the division mail-plane). By removing all but two of the
seats (pilot’s and one passenger), you could create a lot of cargo
space, which meant we could carry a whole BUNCH of those
little illumination flares.
That night, Capt Melvin Rorick and I took off with as many
flares loaded in that Beaver as we could get in it. We quickly got
into position, directly above our infantry units on the ground,
and it was my job to grab one of those cylindrical flares and
throw it out the open window of the old Beaver. Capt Rorick
kept flying back and forth, parallel to our lines on the ground, so
that he was making a 180-degree turn about every two minutes
or so. For more than an hour, I was out of my seat, grabbing
flares and tossing them out the open window. With the turbulence,
I kept getting thrown about and kept my parachute on in case I
got thrown out the window! No telling where I might have landed
on the ground, if that had happened - in the middle of Chinese
troops, or behind our own MLR.
As we dropped the flares, we kept flying through extremely thick
AA fire, as well as (we realized later on, when we got to thinking
about it) our own artillery trajectories. My pilot friend, Bob
Williams, flying in one of our L-19s in between our Beaver
missions, told me in recent years, that it was a miracle that neither
of our planes got hit by some of our own artillery shells! I can’t
remember just how many flares we could carry in one load before
we would have to return to the air strip and reload, but it must
have been well over a hundred flares. We could provide our
infantry on the ground, continuous illumination for more than an
hour. I can’t remember how many times we had to return to the
air strip and reload with flares, but we must have flown two or
more missions that night.
I learned some 40-odd years later, when I was on that crusade
to track down a lot of the pilots and observers from our Buzz

Air unit, that CPT Melvin Rorick had received the DFC
(Distinguished Flying Cross) for his participation in flying the
missions that night in the old L-20 Beaver. Bob Williams told me
that several of the pilots and observers had been put in for the
DFC, including me and him, but only two that we now know of
actually received the award: Capt Rorick, and LT Robert Lutz
(an observer who I tracked down decades later, living in
downtown Fort Worth!). I learned about Rorick’s DFC from
his widow, living in Colorado Springs, CO. She told me that
Melvin had died in a private plane crash, way back in 1967. He
had retired from the army as a LTC, then was flying as a private
pilot for some company out of St. Louis.
About the recommendations for awards: paperwork such as
recommendations for awards often got lost in the shuffle, or as
some in the military used to say - it fell into the proverbial crack.
At the time, I never thought much about it, as I had all the air
medals I wanted anyhow. Back then, the old saying used to go,
you could put a nickel with one of those air medals or bronze
stars, and get yourself a cup of coffee when you got back home!
My friend, pilot Bob Williams, turned out to be one of my “best”
finds, when I was tracking down all those guys. He had stayed
in the military as a career, did two tours in Vietnam, and retired
as a LTC. After that, he settled down in the Tacoma, WA area
as a banker, and of course is retired now - still living in Tacoma.
Judy and I had a good visit with him in 1999, when we flew up
there to spend a week with him, and at the same time visit with
sister Peggy and her husband, David.
Bob Williams could remember more stuff about the 7th Division
Air Section, and knew who I was, instantly, that day I located
him by telephone and told him who it was that was calling. I sent
him more than 20 photos (made from old 35mm slides) of different
pilots and observers, and he could remember every one of them.
He had his own Cessna L-19, back then in 1999 when we paid
him that visit, and took both of us for rides in it! We still stay in
touch.
So there you have it - how our old L-20 Beaver, used mostly as
a work horse for flying top brass of Division, Regimental, and
Battalion units to intelligence briefings, and also as our Division
mail plane, was utilized in a key night-time combat role over
Pork Chop Hill. My twin brother, Jack, even got to fly in that
same old Beaver, by hopping a ride in it from K-16 (Air Force
base in Seoul) to pay me a visit for Christmas, 1952.
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Ft. Sill’s Artillery Museum
Although it opened back in 2009, the “new” US Army Artillery
Museum is located at Ft. Sill, OK. It encompasses the 3 branches
of the Artillery Branch – field, air defense (ADA) and coastal.
The ADA items came from Ft. Bliss, TX and the coastal items
will come from Ft. Monroe, VA. Exhibits range from
Revolutionary War cannons to a memorial to the 24 artillerymen
killed in Afghanistan and Iraq. The museum is located at 238
Randolph Rd, Lawton, OK 73503.
The Artillery Branch has suffered many KIAs over the years:
World War II - 8,856, Korean War - 2,331, Vietnam War 124 and Afghanistan/Iraq - 386. The branch has nearly 100
Medal of Honor awardees, starting with the Civil War and
continuing up through the war in Afghanistan.

HAWK (Homing All the Way Killer) missle launcher. Joe
Grossinger photo.

The entrance to the field artillery section of the museum.
Rod Roadruck photo.

A 105mm artillery piece on display at the museum. Note
the 75mm Pack Howitzer and gun crew in the
background. Rod Roadruck photo.
10" Model 1895 Disappearing Gun shown here at Fort
Casey State Park, WA. Larry Neilson photo, SpanishAmerican War Memorial’s web site.
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You can find many more photos at their web site: http://sillwww.army.mil/famuseum/ and there’s a video on Youtube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GaFzfH2c0h8
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7th IDA Governing Council
Officers
Name
Gene C. Richards
Richard A. Patterson
Julius “JT” Morgan
Ronald R. Levendoski
John H. Stengel
Douglas J. Halbert
Daniel J. McPharlin
Jerry Piller

Office
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
3rd Vice President
Executive Secretary
Treasurer & Roster Manager
Quartermaster
Hourglass Editor

Term
2013 - 2015
2013 - 2019
2007 - 2015
2001 - 2017
2005 - 2015
2005 - 2017
2013 - 2017
2009 - 2017

2007 - 2019
2011 - 2017
2005 - 2017
2001 - 2015
2003 - 2015

2009 - 2017
2013 - 2019
2007 - 2019
2013 - 2015
2005 - 2017

Governors
George Boggs, Sr.
Richard A. Coutermarsh
Richard Hazelmyer
Levi O. Haire
Charles D. Iden

Ken Mattingly
Henry E. Mills
Vilas “Sid” Morris
Gene Peeples
Richard Steinmetz

Recruiting Honor Roll

Membership Status

Winter 2013
Submitted by
Total
Richard Hazelmyer
2
Gene Peeples
2
Doug Halbert
2
Web Site
1
John L. Naastad
1
Total New Members Recruited - 8

As of 10/02/2032
2013 ....... 339
2014 ........... 1
2015 ....... 226
2017 ......... 14

2019 ........... 3
2023 ........... 1
2025 ........... 1
2027 ........... 2

Associate ..... 67
Courtesy ........ 4
Honorary ........ 2
Honored ..... 240
Not Member .. 1
Special ........... 6

Total Members in Good Standing - 907

7th IDA Booster Club

Korean Battles Book

Winter 2013
The VFW Store has a 136-page
book, Battles of the Korean War,
available for sale. It covers 30
major actions and has 140
illustrations for a cost of $16.95
plus shipping & handling. As of
March 2013 they only had 500
copies left.
For details call 1-800-821-2606 or go to their web site,
www.vfwstore.org and order item #4759.

Ralph (Frederick) R. Bocuzzo
John R. Bullard
Ryan M. Case
J. Godfrey Crowe
John L. Dufour
Levi O. Haire
Harold E. Holliger

Lawrence W. Kittinger
Anonymous
Henry E. Mills
J. W. Reding
Gerald M. Sales
Howard J. Williams

13 generous Members made contributions to the Booster Club
during this period for a total of $472.80. Thank you.
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7th Infantry Division Association - General Membership Meeting
Held Saturday, September 7, 2013, Omni Colonnade Hotel, San Antonio, TX
The meeting was called to order at 1:03pm by the President.
There were 33 members present, including the officers and
governors.
The opening prayer was given by George Boggs, followed by
the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Executive Secretary read aloud the minutes of the 2011
General Membership meeting that was held in Branson, MO.
Harold Wheatley made a motion to accept the minutes as read,
it was seconded by Billy Kelly, and the minutes were accepted.
Gene Peeples reported that he was reigning as President at
the end of the reunion for health reasons.
Doug Halbert gave the Treasurer’s Report, which will be
published in The Hourglass. A big “thank you!” goes out to the
members who hold “Honored Member” status as they have
given nearly 2/3 of the donations received.
The prescription drug program card has given the Association
$
98.00 over the past 2 years. It costs the 7IDA nothing and is
tax free, so it is “found money.” Doug distributed cards to the
attendees in their packets when they registered. Doug explained
the program and how it works, who can use the card, etc. It is
not an insurance program but does get you discounts on drugs if
you have no insurance or it is a drug that insurance won’t pay
for.
The new Officer & Governor elections were handled by Casey
Stengel and Doug Halbert. There was an explanation of the
different duties of the individual offices. During this discussion it
was decided that for an organization of our size we probably
don’t need as many Vice-Presidents and Governors as the
bylaws require, but until we change them we need to fill the
slots. The first time any changes can be made will be at the 2015
Reunion.
A committee consisting of Billy Kelly, Dick Hazelmyer and
Casey Stengel was appointed to review the bylaws and make
proposals to be voted on at the next reunion. Suggestions from
the Membership should be sent to Casey Stengel. These
proposals need to be made prior to the Summer 2015 issue of
The Hourglass so that they can be printed in that issue for the
membership’s consideration prior to the reunion.The following
Officers and Governors were elected:
President - Gene Richards, moving up from 1st VP
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1st VP - Richard Patterson, nominated by Dick Hazelmyer,
second by Sid Morris
3rd VP - Ron Levendoski, nominated by Billy Kelly, second
by Paul Umbstead
QM - Don McPharlin, technically not elected but appointed
by the Board of Governors
HG Editor - Jerry Piller, technically not elected but appointed
by the Board of Governors
Governor - Sid Morris, nominated by Dick Hazelmyer,
second by Ken Mattingly
Governor - Levi Haire, nominated by Doug Halbert, second
by Dick Hazelmyer
Governor - George Boggs, nominated by Doug Halbert,
second by Sid Morris
Governor - Gene Peeples, nominated by Doug Halbert,
second by Dick Hazelmyer
Governor - Henry Mills, nominated by Doug Halbert, second
by Paul Umbstead
The proposal that the next reunion be held in Tacoma, WA instead
of choosing from a 3-state pool was explained and adopted
with no opposition from the members present. The 2015 Reunion
will be held in the JBLM area, Tacoma, WA. The actual date of
the reunion will be decided upon by the planning committee as
they go forward in their planning. Dick Hazelmyer has done
some preliminary planning and will help Gene Richards in
planning the reunion. Gene Peeples said he lived in that area
for years and that it should probably be held in June/July rather
than September/October because of normal weather patterns.
Richard Coutermarsh recommended that the 7IDA create an
award known as the “Order of the Bayonet” that can be
presented by the Assn. for service/excellence. Initially this would
be a certificate of some kind but might develop into something
else as we go forward. A motion was made by Dick
Coutermarsh, seconded by Casey Stengel, that the Assn
create this award but not to award it to anyone at present.
Included in the motion was an authorization to try to secure the
rights, copyright or trademark, to “Order of the Bayonet” and
funds to pursue this and a committee to work on the project.The
motion passed without opposition. The committee will consist
of Dick Hazelmyer, Dick Coutermarsh, and Henry Mills.
A motion to adjourn was made by Harold Holliger and
seconded by Henry Mills.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:47pm.
/s/ Casey Stengel
Executive Secretary
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7th Infantry Division Association - Governing Council Meeting
Held Saturday, September 7, 2013, Omni Colonnade Hotel, San Antonio, TX
The meeting was called to order by President Gene Peeples
at 8:40am. Present were: Gene Peeples, Casey Stengel, Gene
Richards, Dick Hazelmyer, Doug Halbert, Ron
Levendoski, Sid Morris, Ken Mattingly, Rich
Coutermarsh, Jerry Piller, & George Boggs. The Members
introduced themselves individually. JT Morgan was absent.
The 2011 minutes were approved as published, with the motion
to accept made by Dick Hazelmyer and seconded by Ken
Mattingly.
Dick Hazelmyer reported that he had successfully arranged
for the 7IDA and active-duty 7ID web sites to be linked to each
other on their respective sites. He also mentioned that his
suggestion to incorporate the Bayonet Badge into The Hourglass’
masthead was adopted.
Gene Peeples gave his President’s report. Gene stated that,
for health reasons, he was resigning his position of president at
the end of this reunion. He said that he had thoroughly enjoyed
his 10 years as Association President. The open
Quartermaster position was mentioned, with an
acknowledgement that we need to get the position filled at this
reunion. A prospective volunteer has been found, but an official
acceptance of the job has not been received. Whoever gets the
job, the QM supplies will have to be shipped to the new QM.
The hotel said they can take care of it for us, but Doug Halbert
said it would be much more cost effective for the Association
to ship it themselves. It was decided Gene Peeples will ship
the materials to the new QM upon his arrival back home.
Doug Halbert gave the Treasurer’s Report (see p18 of this
issue). Doug related that our largest contributors of donations
had come from those with Honored Member status. The mailing
label on the upcoming issue will show the Membership if their
dues are overdue, and there are lots of members who are
delinquent at this time.
The QM store made a profit over the past 2 years.
The cost of the reunion has been met with the collection of
registration fees.
The Hourglass is our single highest expense and there is no real
way to lower the cost of its publication. Our publisher’s rate
was 30% less than all the other bids we received. We do not
advertise in the publication because advertising has issues in and
of itself if we do that.

The QM petty cash fund, $300, remains with the QM who just
resigned and a letter has been sent to the individual asking for
the return of those funds.
A motion was made by Casey Stengel and seconded by Dick
Hazelmyer to accept the Treasurer’s Report, and it was
accepted.
Dick Coutermarsh asked if we could get The Hourglass online
for anyone to see. Doug Halbert related that it is online for
members to see on the 7IDA web site and has been for some
time. After some discussion it was decided to put a link on the
portion of our web site that can be accessed by the public.
Gene Richards noted that, unless we can start generating some
new members, the Association is going to wither away. We
need to find a way to get younger members, but they seem to
have no interest in joining. He related that the Korean War
Veterans Assn is having the same problem. Doug related that of
the list of 3300 names we have, only 906 are actually Association
members, and 300 of these people are delinquent in their dues.
The suggestion from the 2011 reunion that the Regimental
Associations of the 17th, 31st and 32nd Infantries hold their
reunions at the same time and place has been rebuffed by those
associations.
Doug Halbert related again that the QM resigned prior to the
reunion, and that we need to select a new QM while we’re here
in San Antonio.
Casey Stengel gave his Secretary’s Report. He is handling the
election of Officers and Governors at the General Meeting to
be held this afternoon. There are numerous vacancies that need
filling. Dick Coutermarsh suggested possibly getting an activeduty member to serve, but Doug Halbert related that there are
only about 6 active-duty members and none of them are at the
reunion. Casey Stengel hopes that MG Lanza and CSM Byers
can help us with promoting the 7IDA to the active-duty troops
since they are going to be here at tonight’s banquet.
Old Business - None
New Business
1. Bayonet Badge
Dick Coutermarsh asked what exactly was the eligibility for
the Bayonet Badge and whether it was the same thing as the
Continued next page...
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New Member List
Organization
Name
1st Brigade
Bettinger, Thomas R.
31st Infantry Regiment
Collier, Gary A.
Quinn, Walter J.
32nd Infantry Regiment
Cropper, Joe
707th Ordnance Maint.
Gilbert, Richard S.
Division Headquarters
Case, Ryan M.
Lanza, Stephen R.
Wiley, Christopher A
Miller, Edward E.

Address

City, State, ZIP

1255 East Avenue

Bemidji, MN 56601

Co/Batt
Hq & Hq

25 Brighton 3rd lane
Brooklyn, NY 11235
670 Princeton Blvd Apt 5 Lowell, MA 01851

(718) 891-6131
(978) 455-0303

HHC
F

6727 Co Rd 1750

West Plains, MO 65775

(417) 257-4060

A, B, C, D, E

8092 Old Tramway Dr.

Melbourne, FL 32940

(321) 254-4030

HQ & A

1196 Hudson St
Commanding General
37227 22nd Ave S.
4354 Reka Circle

DuPont, WA 98327
JBLM, WA 98433
Federal Way, WA 98003
Anchorage, AK 99508
Total New Members - 9

Governing Council Meeting continued
Order of the Bayonet. There was some discussion explaining
that the Bayonet Badge was an actual award given to troops
for specific activities, while the Order of the Bayonet was just
something someone had made up to sell certificates on the
Internet.
2. Next Reunion
Dick Hazelmyer reported on his preliminary investigation of
some hotels for the 2015 reunion to be held in the Tacoma, WA
area. Dick says he can help and work with whomever in planning
the next reunion, but that he cannot be the person in charge of
making the arrangements and planning it. Gene Peeples
volunteered his help with the 2015 reunion planning.

3-2 SBCT
HSC
Unknown

aware that we are deviating from the bylaws a bit by not offering
a choice of 3 states for consideration as the location for the next
reunion. There is a provision in the constitution that occassionally
the reunion is to be held at the location of the active-duty 7ID,
and this is what we are doing. Casey Stengel will inform the
Membership of this in the meeting this afternoon. There is no
guarantee, however, that the 7ID will still be an active-duty unit,
stationed at Joint Base Lewis-McChord in 2015.
There was motion to adjourn made by Casey Stengel and
seconded by Dick Hazelmyer.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10am.
/s/ Casey Stengel
Executive Secretary

3. Association Eligibility
Ken Mattingly asked exactly who was eligible to join our
Association. Doug Halbert related that our elibility
requirements are posted prominently on our web site, and it is
anyone who served in, or in support of, the 7th Infantry Division
and its subordinate units.

Cadet to Colonel
At the time of Pearl harbor it was possible for a flying
cadet to finish the war with eagles on his shoulders.
That was what John D. Landers did!
A 21-year-old Texan, he was commissioned a
second lieutenant on December 12, 1941. He
joined his combat squadron with 209 hours total
flight time, including 2½ in P-40s. He finished the
war as a full colonel, commanding an 8th Air Force
Group - at age 24.

4. 7ID Personnel Database
Gene Richards asked if there was any data base of 7ID veterans
that was available. Barker Brothers was a possible source and
a request under the Freedom of Information Act was mentioned.
5. 2015 Reunion
Doug Halbert related that we need to make the Membership
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John Hughes in Korea 1950-51
CPT John F. Hughes was a doctor who served
in Korea in 1950-51 with the Clearing Co, 7th
Medical Bn. During the time he was in Korea
he sent home to his young daughter, Ann, a whole
series of illustrated letters, one of which, page 69
of the book, is shown at right.
This letter was written 31Jan51 and shows a
medevac helicopter picking up a patient from a
ground ambulance. His drawing is a bit “off,” but
from his description it was probably an OH-13
Sioux like the ones shown in the opening credits
of the television show M*A*S*H.
He described the destruction of Seoul as,
“Every large brick building in Seoul was
either destroyed or damaged to the point of
uselessness.” But, despite that, he said the
black market was in full swing the day after
the American forces liberated the city from
the North Korean forces. There you could
find any item imaginable - even items that
were next to impossible to obtain through
regular supply channels.
After Korea CPT Hughes returned to his
private medical practice until his death, at
age 59. His daughter Ann, to whom the letters Patient being loaded/unloaded on to the litter of an OHwere sent, also died at age 59 in 2006.
13 helicopter, evidently not in an area under enemy fire.
A book of these letters, Letters to Ann The
Korean War 1950-51, was compiled and
edited by Ann Marie, the sister-in-law of Ann
Hughes. The book, an 8.5”x11” hardcover,
is available through Barnes & Noble at
http://www.BN.com and Amazon at http:/
/www.amazon.com then searching for
“Letters to Ann The Korean War 1950-51.”
It is ISBN 978-0-9893788-0-2.
All the photos shown here were taken by
CPT Hughes and used with permission.

Some of the
Medical Bn’s
staff.
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Hughes (on the
R) and 2 other
doctors.

Hughes
standing along
the perimeter of
the camp.

7th Medical
Company’s area.

An OH-13
helicopter taking off
from a rear area LZ.
Jack Benny
visited the unit
and “briefed” a
live fire exercise.

The live rounds
hitting the terrain
in front of Benny’s
position.

Socializing by the Bn Commander’s tent.

US Navy Hospital Ship Repose at the dock in Korea.
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From the Executive Secretary
I was very glad to see all the old and new faces at this year’s
reunion in San Antonio, TX. Thanks to all of you for making the
effort to attend. I believe San Antonio was a great choice for
this year’s reunion. There certainly were plenty of things to do
and see in the San Antonio area. I had a fun time and I hope
everybody else did also.

Take Ten, a USO troupe, performs near the front.

I was very glad to see MG Lanza, 7ID commanding general,
his aide, CPT Case, and CSM Byers, 7ID Command Sergeant
Major, at the reunion. It was truly an honor to have them with
us. Hopefully their visit with us will lead to an increased number
of new members from the ranks of those currently serving on
active duty.
This year we had a lot of open positions in the Officers and
Directors ranks and we were fortunate that members stepped
up to serve. Congratulations and good wishes to all of you as
you carry out your new duties.
A committee was set up at the reunion to review our Constitution
and Bylaws, and I am the contact person for that project. If you
have any input, please contact me. My contact information is
below.

A Korean mountain reflected in a lake…it’s blue when
seen in color.

I hope to see all of you at the next reunion in 2015 in the Joint
Base Lewis-McChord area (formerly Ft. Lewis, WA). It will be
nice to be able to see the reactivated 7ID “in action.” See you in
2015!
Best wishes to all and have a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!

John H. (Casey) Stengel
Executive Secretary
712 Griggs St. SW, Grand Rapids,
MI 49503-8051,
(616) 243-7174
<stengeljohn@sbcglobal.net>

USS PCE(C)-898 (Control Patrol Craft Escort) tied
up at the dock in a Korean port. It was later renamed
Okpo, and transferred to the ROK Navy.
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Operation Smack 25Jan53
As recalled by Gene Richards & Paul Umbstead
Operation Smack was an attack on Spud Hill, a hill on the
southeast end of T-Bone Hill, in an attempt to capture Chinese
troops who were dug in there. It was a “combined forces”
operation involving air, tank, artillery and infantry forces that was
basically an exhibition to show how the combination of these
forces could be effectively used against the enemy. A platoon
from Co E, 2nd Bn, 31st Inf Rgt was the infantry portion of the
attack, and the air forces came from the 58th Fighter Bomber
Wing.

4,500 rounds and the infantry fired 50,000 machinegun rounds
and threw 650 grenades. Quite an expenditure of fire power!
But, in the end, no Chinese prisoners were captured.
There was a congressional inquiry into the action later, and the
military’s official position was that, although the mission failed to
achieve its objective of capturing some Chinese prisoners, it did
prove the value of “combined ops.”
Here is a photograph of some 7th Div Air Section pilots and
observers being briefed for their parts in Operation Smack. It
is believed the photo was taken at the Able-8 Army Air Strip.

The operation was described as an “exhibition” and a pamphlet,
with a color cover, was prepared by the 7ID detailing the
“scenario” of the planned attack. This pamphlet was distributed
to those who observed the operation, including some reporters.
Among those observing were LTG Glenn Barcus, 5th Air Force
commander, MG Wayne Smith, 7th Div commander, and LTG
Paul Kendall, I Corps commander.
During the morning forty F-84 jets hit the Chinese complex with
bombs and napalm, which was followed by eight USMC F4U
Corsairs that dropped smoke to screen the tanks, unfortunately
they missed their mark. This was followed by artillery, tank and
mortar barrages that pounded the Spud Hill area.
The infantry troops were 15 minutes late in leaving the main line
of resistance (MLR), which didn’t help matters. These troops
were split in half to make a two-pronged assault on the hill.
They approached the top of the hill but were quickly driven off
and into a depression. The Chinese, using grenades and
machinegun fire, took the upper hand and the infantry troops
began to sustain casualties from the fire being brought on them.
Reinforcements were sent in, but they met the same fate as the
original platoon. A withdrawl was ordered by the 31st Inf’s
commander, COL William Kern.

L to R is Ferman Stewart, Robert Scott, Gene
Richards, Paul Umbstead, Richard Steinmetz,
Barry Downing, James Labor and CPT Melvin W.
Rorick conducting the briefing.
Richards, Steinmetz
& Umbstead are all
7IDA members.

The result of this action was that the US forces withdrew, suffering
3 US KIA and 61 WIA, and the Chinese had 13 known KIA,
25 more suspected KIA and 3 WIA. In all, air forces dropped
112 tons of bombs, tanks fired 2,000 90mm rounds and 75,000
rounds of smaller munitions while the artillery units fired 12,000
rounds of 105mm and 155mm shells plus 100,000 rounds of
smaller caliber ammunition. Additionally heavy mortar crews fired
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This map shows
the relationship
of Spud Hill to TBone, Punchbowl
and Old Baldy.
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Dan McPharlin’s Korea
Dan McPharlin (our new QM) brought a scrapbook of his time in
Korea, (1967-69) to the reunion and then donated it to the Association.
Dan served with the Recon Platoon, 2nd Bn, 31st Inf and was involved
in 1 firefight with the North Koreans in which 2 NK troops were killed.
Most of the photos and news clippings are about his time served at
Camp Casey and on the DMZ at Camp Matta. If you were at the
reunion hopefully you got a chance to look through it while it was on
display. Shown here are a few of the photos that are in the scrapbook.
Dan can be contacted at:
102 Danvers Ct., Oakley, CA 95461
<mmcpharlin@sbcglobal.net>

Troops inspecting the DMZ barrier fence.

Ron Neal by a DMZ sign.

Larry Beavers with his M-14 along the
barrier fence.

McPharlin and his M-14 at Cp Casey.

A KATUSA manning a perimeter guard tower at
Camp Casey.

Guard Post Dessart in the DMZ. GPS 37-58-16.38N, 12646-26.89E. This was the eastern guard post of the
American sector.
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KATUSA Shin cooking noodles on top of the kerosene
heater in the barracks at Camp Matta (DMZ).

2 GIs holding up the carcass of a deer killed in the DMZ
by a Claymore mine, a common occurrence.
The M18A1 Claymore mine, filled with C-4
explosive and 700 1/8” steel balls (about the
size of #4 birdshot) imbedded in epoxy. It is
effective out to 100 yds., with the
optimum distribution of the balls at
about 50 yds.

Dave Haviland cleaning 100-round belts of
M-60 machinegun ammo (same 7.62mm
round used by the M-14).McPharlin and KIM Han Soo, a
KATUSA, at Cp Casey.

SGT Charles
Banks on
patrol in the
DMZ.
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LTC John U.D. Page Remembered
Condensed from Wikipedia.
John Upshur Dennis Page
(08Feb04-11Dec50) was an US
Army Lieutenant Colonel, from St.
Paul, MN, who received the Medal
of Honor for his actions in the Battle
of Chosin Reservoir during the
Korean War.
LTC Page served in 2 wars - WWII and the Korean War. He
was trained in artillery, and his dream was to command troops
in combat. But he spent much of WW II training troops at Ft.
Sill, OK, much to his chagrin. He finally got to command an
artillery battery in Germany, and remained in the military after
World War II. Later, while assigned to the Command and General
Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, KS, he pulled strings to go
to Korea rather than spend another war in the classroom. He
was assigned to X Corps Artillery upon his arrival in Korea
and was then attached to the 52nd Transportation Truck Bn.
During the long withdrawal of US and UN forces out of the
Chosin Reservoir area, in the pre-dawn hours of 11Dec50,
Chinese troops ambushed a part of the 1st Marine Regimental
Train, a logistical support caravan, as it entered the village of
Sudong. Chinese troops burst from behind huts near the road,
firing burp guns and throwing grenades into the convoy’s vehicles
as they passed through the village. The attack killed several truck
drivers and set several vehicles ablaze. The column halted and a
confused fight erupted. There were no infantry troops present
so the transportation and service troops of the train column had
to fight their own battle.
At first there was no American leadership but, at some point
soon after the battle erupted, LTC Page, an Army artillery officer,
emerged to assume leadership. He and two Marines charged
from the rear of the column up the road to the front, where the
battle raged. One stopped to fire at some enemy while the other
man, PFC Marvin L. Wasson, stayed with Page. They ran
past burning vehicles, tripping over bodies in the road, and
reached the head of the stalled column. Page put his carbine on
automatic and charged straight at a group of about 30 Chinese,
firing into them as he ran forward. Most of this group broke and
ran. One of them threw a grenade and fragments from it knocked

Wasson down with wounds on his head and arm. Page ordered
him to go back and said he would cover him. Wasson obeyed
and staggered back to the column, turning once to see Page
charging on after the running Chinese. Page did not return. The
two-man assault broke the spell, disrupted the Chinese assault,
and gave those to the rear of the leading vehicles time to get
their courage in hand and to organize a counterattack.
Another army officer took over leadership and organized a
counterattack which gradually drove off the Chinese. By daylight
the road was cleared and traffic resumed. The ambush had killed
8 men and wounded 21, and destroyed 9 trucks. When the
column moved on, just beyond the village, they came upon the
body of LTC Page lying in the road. Scattered around LTC
Page were 16 Chinese bodies.
Page had been in the war only 12 days when he was killed. His
performance at Sudong was no fluke. He had been doing the
same kind of thing for 11 days in the defense of Koto-ri and in
the descent from there through Funchilin Pass. Page had led a
special mission north from Hamhung to establish communication
points on the dangerous road toward the Chosin Reservoir. He
and his jeep driver, CPL David Klepsig, got into Koto-ri after
fighting their way past a Chinese machine-gun crew at a blown
bridge site.
As darkness fell over snowy roads, Page’s jeep was attacked.
Page ordered Klepsig to stay with the jeep, shouting, “I’ll cover
you!” Klepsig was astounded at what he saw - Page was standing
in the middle of the road, completely exposed, spraying the
Chinese positions with carbine fire. The enemy was so startled
that no return fire came. Klepsig was so eager to leave that once
Page returned to the jeep, he slammed his foot on the accelerator.
“Slow down, corporal,” Page shouted, “do you want to get us
killed?”
Upon reaching Koto-ri, COL Lewis “Chesty” Puller, the 1st
Marine Regimental commander there, gave Page responsibility
for extending the airstrip 1,000 yards beyond his perimeter into
no man’s land, an area covered by Chinese snipers. Page got
the job done, but often he had to mount a tank and personally
operate the topside .50-caliber machine gun and direct the tank’s
Continued next page...
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crew in direct attacks on Chinese forces firing on the workers
from nearby hills. At one point, the tank he was riding on charged
a shack containing a sniper; the tank locked its brakes but kept
sliding forward, flattening the shack and the enemy inside. The
Marines at Koto-ri marveled at his courage and audacity. On
one occasion, while being flown low over enemy lines in a light
observation plane, LTC Page ordered the pilot to fly lower while
he dropped hand grenades on Chinese positions and sprayed
their foxholes with his carbine. Page could have returned to the
safety of Hamhung, but chose to stay with the garrison at Kotori, which was totally surrounded.

Sp4 Jan S. Holmdahl was a Co A, 1st Bn, 32nd Inf, 7th Div
soldier who was killed 20Jul68 in an ambush carried out by
North Korean infiltrators. When I was assigned to the 7ID and
stationed in the DMZ, in 1970-71, there was a marker on top
of “Holmdahl Hill” which was where the Battalion’s Tactical
Operations Center (TOC) bunker was located. A similar marker
was placed at the Yongsan Garrison near Seoul and is located
near the corner of UN Boulevard and 8th Army Drive there.

Page was in the withdrawal column when it left from Koto-ri.
Twice in descending through Funchilin Pass, he was responsible
for getting his part of the column moving when enemy fire stopped
it. During one stoppage, he grabbed a machine gun in his arms
and scrambled up an incline to a point from which he brought
the enemy position under fire and silenced it. On another occasion
he manned a tank, as he had at Koto-ri, and braving heavy fire
covered the column with its machine gun until the threat
diminished. He was on foot, looking for his jeep in the column,
when the Chinese ambush at Sudong stopped the column again.

Holmdahl Hill marker,
1970. Editor’s photo.

No one who saw Page in action those 12 days of late Nov and
early Dec ‘50 ever had any doubt that the LTC fresh from the
States was truly a combat soldier. For his actions in the firefight
at Sudong the Marine Corps awarded Page its second highest
award - the Navy Cross, 1 of only 3 Army members to receive
this award during the Korean War. His story was not widely
known or publicized at the time, so he was not immediately
awarded the Medal of Honor. When the facts of his short but
momentous combat career did become known, it was awarded
posthumously in 1957.
In addition to his military awards, Page has also been honored
by having 2 ships named after him - the Military Sealift Command
ship T-AK 4496 LTC John U.D. Page and the Beach Discharge
Lighter, a 338 foot landing craft, USAV Lt Col John U.D. Page.
Additionally a 2nd Inf Div installation, Camp Page, near
Chunchon, ROK, was named for him. It closed in 2005.
Editor’s note: This article was suggested by member
Jerry D. Thomas, 7ID, 13th Engineer Bn Combat, Post
Engineers, R&U Detachment, Camp Casey, Korea
1961-62.
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DMZ Casualty Remembered
By Jerry Piller, Editor

Sp4 Jan S. Holmdahl is buried in the Fort Snelling National
Cemetery, Minneapolis, MN.

What it Takes to Run a War
Gasoline
9.7 billion gallons consumed, 1942-1945
Flying Hours
107.8 million hours 1943-1945.
Bombs Dropped Overseas
7.9 million 1943-1945.
Combat Sorties
2.3 million 1941-1945
Aircraft Accepted
299,230 1940-1945.
Aircraft Engines Accepted
808,471 1940-1945.
Aircraft Propellors Accepted
799,972
Rounds of Aircraft Ammo Fired Overseas
459.7 billion 1942-1945.
Statistics from Flight Journal magazine.
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Obituaries
Bob Hoxsie Remembered

Organization
Name
127th Signal Battalion
Cotant, Harold E.

Co/Bat.

HQ

3/6/2013

D
Unknown

12/4/2012
3/23/2013

17th Infantry Regiment
Hoxsie, Robert C.
G
Smith, Patricia W.
Unknown
*Wells, James Leroy
Hq & Hq
*Zaiser, Paul C.
H

6/30/2013
2010
2013
2012

15th AAA Battalion
Hensley, Hodaviah
Sullivan, William B.

Former 7IDA Quartermaster Robert “Bob” C. Hoxsie, 79,
died 30Jun13 in a nursing home near his home in Cranston, RI.
His funeral was 05Jul13 and he was buried with full military
honors in the Rhode Island Veteran’s Cemetery, Exeter, RI.
th

After serving with the 17 Inf Rgt in Korea from May’54Sep’55, he served as the Association’s Quartermaster for 10
years, from 2001 to 2011.
In civilian life Bob worked for the Postal Service for 40 years
before his retirement. He was also very active in the United States
Specialty Sports Assn. and was inducted into their Hall of Fame
for his contributions to the sport of softball.
He is survived by his wife Rosalie, sons Randall and Ronald,
and 4 grandchildren.

Memorial Day’s Origin

Date of Death

184th Infantry Regiment
*Skaggs, Albert E.

L

2013

3161st Signal Service Co.
*Martino, Lawrence A. Unknown

11/24/2012

48th Field Artillery & 57th Field Artillery
Kane, Thomas M.B in 48th & C in 57th
Unknown
49th Field Artillery Battalion
*Persi, Paul
*Stahl, Noble G.

B
C

1/19/2013
8/25/2013

57th Field Artillery Battalion
Young, George W.
C
Zahrt, Frank
SVC

2/17/2013
7/25/2013

7th Div Air Section & 49th Field Artillery
Silvester, Gerald G.
Unknown
4/13/2013
7th Signal Co.
*Stein, John H.

7th Signal

Division Headquarters
*Burdick, Glen L.

HQ

2013
2013

Total 17
Note: Honored Members identified by an asterisk.

In 1868 a Union general, John A.
Logan, signed General Order 11
establishing May 30th of each year as
the annual day to “strew flowers or
otherwise decorate the graves of comrades who died in the
defense of their country.”
It was originally known as Decoration Day but, in 1967, was
officially renamed Memorial Day. Since 1971 it has been a federal
holiday celebrated on the last Monday in May.
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Dues Status
The new dues cycle began on 07/01/13. The legend below
explains the “Dues Status” on your mailing label.
l 2013 .................... Delinquent. This is your last
Hourglass. You will be removed from the mailing list
until payment is received.
l

2015 & above ..... Your are current. Thank you.

l If

your Dues Status is displayed as "Associate",
"Honored", Honorary" or "Special", you are exempt
from payment of dues.

The Hourglass Staff
Publisher: .......................... Frank S. Wadge
Editor: ................................ Jerry Piller

Copy Deadlines: Winter Issue - August 15th
Summer Issue - February 15th
Contributions are invited from any 7th Infantry Division
Association member or supporter. eMail submission is
preferred, and should be sent to:
hourglass@7ida.us

l For those who are Delinquent, PLEASE send your

Hard copy submissions should be mailed to:
Hourglass Editor, 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753

payment ASAP to:
7th IDA
8501 Birch Hollow Dr.
Roswell, GA 30076-1176

Your continuing
support of the
Association is
appreciated.

Please include a self-addressed
stamped envelope if you wish your
material to be returned to you.

