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I must report that it was one hot and busy
spring and summer here in Florida. And,
from all I’ve heard, it was hot everywhere
across the country. But luckily that didn’t
interfere with a lot of traveling by my wife
and me.
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April 16-19 was spent in Washington, DC
where I was asked by the Department of Defense to attend a
wreath-laying ceremony at the Korean Memorial to honor
the Ethiopians who fought with the 7th Division in Korea.
Five wreaths were laid, one each by the Department of
Defense, the Secretary of Army, the Emir of Ethiopia, MG
Lee of South Korea, and myself, representing the 7th Infantry
Division Association. After the ceremony we were bussed
to Silver Spring, MD, where the Embassy of Ethiopia is
located, and attended a luncheon with the Emir of Ethiopia,
where various awards were handed out.
In late May we were off to Texas to scout locations for our
24th Biennial Reunion. We saw many places before it was
decided that San Antonio would be the site of our 2013
reunion. The contracts have all been signed and details of
the reunion, how to register, etc. are included in this issue.
In late July it was back to Washington, DC to honor the
Korean War veterans on July27th - the 59th anniversary of
the end of the Korean War. Attending in addition to my wife,
Elaine, and me was George Boggs, our Chaplain, and his
wife, Lillian. There was a morning memorial ceremony at
the Arlington Cemetery amphitheater. Then, at 5:00 p.m.,
the South Korean Minister of Patriots & Veterans Affairs
held a dinner in honor of the Korean War veterans at the
Hotel Sheraton. There were many speeches and honors

Continued on Page 29
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2 new memorials were dedicated in late
March at the new Veterans Park in
Kingman, AZ. I thought everyone
might like to see the Korean War
Vets Assn. memorial which includes
the memorial plaque we 5 Polar Bears
(31st Inf) dedicated at another park
in 1997 (see The Hourglass, Win’10). Our
original plaque is on the far right in
this photo of the new Korean Memorial.
Only 2 of the 5 Polar Bears from 1997 are
still around.

before Bldg 76. Those 3 large buildings
in a row were called quadrangles when
I was there.
That area in the picture where it
says “new OCS area” is where the
Main Post Motor Pool was and I drove
anything from a jeep to a bus out of
there. Many a time I drove OCS
candidates out and back from the different
ranges on post.
Those two round things below the “new
OCS area” are jump towers where they
train paratroopers how to jump out of
perfectly good airplanes. I watched a
many a fool, said with respect, jump from
those towers when I had to idle away my
time.
After that I got orders to report to
Oakland, CA and then it was on to Korea.
Pat Hemphill
713 Pine Lake Ave.
La Porte, IN 46530
<pdhmn6@frontier.com>

The new Korean War memorial taken on 31Mar12.
Branson was a wonderful reunion. I’m ready
for another one.
Bob Heuerman
1288 E. Citrus Dr.
Kingman, AZ
<cplbobh@citlink.net>

I read with great interest the article
about the OCS area moving. I was at Fort
Benning for about 12 months back in
May’64-May’65. After I got out of AIT at
Fort Leonard Wood, MO, where I learned
how to drive large trucks, my first duty
station was the Infantry School, “Follow
Me,” Ft. Benning, GA. I was billeted in
Bldg 83 at the small turn of the building
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I was stationed at Camp Kaiser, Korea
with the 1st Bn, 3d Bde, 17th Inf from
May’69 to June’70. I was awarded the
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (AFEM),
which was awarded to those serving in
Korea at the time. Later I was also awarded
the Korea Defense Service Medal (KDSM).
I feel the AFEM should be included on the
new hat (p25, Sum’12 Hourglass) because
at that time it was the only medal awarded
for service in Korea.
John Rdeninski
610 Longshore Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19111
(215) 722-2158
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Editor’s note: The hat in question is available from the
online VFW Store, and was designed to only include
the KDSM because all veterans serving there after the
Korean War are authorized the award, while only certain
veterans are authorized the AFEM. It was a marketing
decision on their part. The AFEM is only authorized for
service in Korea between 01Oct66 and 30Jun74, while
the KDSM is authorized for all service members who
have served in Korea since 28Jul54 (the ending date
has not been set). The KDSM did not exist prior to
2003 and is authorized to be awarded retroactively.
Those initially awarded the AFEM are authorized to
wear both medals. And, surprisingly, the National
Defense Service Medal is also issued only for these
specific time periods: 1950-54, 1961-74, 1990-95, and
11Sep01-date to be determined.

I just wanted to let you know that Donald
Fida from Syracuse, NY contacted me. He
is 90 years old, and he actually recognized
my Uncle Fred from the photograph in the
Summer 2012 Hourglass. He was a friend
of my uncle’s, so I may finally find out
about him, after all this time.
So, thanks to you and your organization,
I found my “needle in a haystack.” I
didn’t think I’d ever be able to find
someone who served with him. I can’t
thank you enough!
Michelle Gulik
<mgulik@firstpersonalbank.net>
c/o First Personal Bank
6162 S. Archer Ave.
Chicago, IL. 60638
773-767-5188

would ever see the WWII Memorial in
Washington, DC, but I did on 27Mar12.

World War II Memorial, with the Lincoln Memorial in the
background. Stephen R. Brown photo, 2010.
A couple years
ago I signed up
with
Honor
Flight Arizona
and this spring
was informed I
would be one of
30 WWII veterans
that would be
flown
to
Washington, DC,
at no cost, to
see
the
Memorial. Honor Bankson at the airport, leaving
Flight is a group for Washington, DC.
of volunteers
that raise the money, organize everything
and take veterans to the Memorial. A
couple volunteers, plus 27 “guardians”

Editor’s note: Ms. Gulik’s letter was on p10 of the last
issue. Having photographs to accompany your letters
and inquiries can definitely make a difference. It’s always
nice to get results like this from the Seekers section.

I’m 88 years old and never thought I
would last this long. Nor did I think I

My Honor Flight group at the Memorial. I’m in the back
row, ninth from left.
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(who each pay $900.00 to help),
accompanied us on the trip. Fourteen of
our group of veterans used wheel chairs
and others needed lots of help.

(1956) there. In the west, where the 24th
Inf was stationed, there was 1” of snow
on the ground and, to the east, there was
5” of snow covering the ROK troops.

We visited the Capitol Building, met Sen.
John McCain and then went to the very
impressive WWII Memorial. We also visited:
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial (The Wall);
the Lincoln Memorial; the Korean War
Veterans Memorial; and the Iwo Jima
Memorial (Marine Corps War Memorial).
Later we had dinner at the US Naval Academy
with the young plebes. Before departing
the next morning, we went to Chesapeake
Bay and Fort McHenry, where Francis Scott
Key wrote the Star Spangled Banner.

I also remember 18May57 when the 7ID, to
mark its 10th year in Korea, passed in
review before a number of high-ranking
Korean dignitaries and generals from other
United Nations countries serving in Korea.
Congratulatory messages were received from
the Korean President, Syngman Rhee; GEN
Maxwell Taylor, Army Chief of Staff; GEN
L.L. Lemnitzer, Army Commander-in-Chief
Far East Command; MG Carl Jark, Commanding
General 7ID; GEN I.D. White, Commander
8th Army; and LTG Arthur Trudeau, former
7ID Commander. I saw MG Jark up close at
a USO show where he gave up his front row
seat to a Private - wow!

But the emotions didn’t stop there. On
Easter Sunday I remembered that we had
started the big battle for Okinawa 67
years ago. I was an Army Platoon Sergeant
serving with the 184th Infantry at that
time, and I remembered many of my friends
from previous battles who make up my
list of people I think about, honor and
remember.

I’d love to hear from anyone who was
there with me, especially the men in
this photo.

Not just on Memorial Day, but every day.
There are not words to describe all the
wonderful Honor Flight people across the
US and what they do. Our trip is something
none of us veterans will ever forget.
Jack Bankson
15687 Lake Forrest Dr.
Sun City, AZ 85351

I served in Korea in 1956-57 with the
Medical Company, 31st Infantry, 7ID. I
thought the readers might be interested
in these photographs. I sailed to Korea
on the USS Gen J.C. Breckinridge and
spent the coldest winter in 31 years
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Front row, L to R James Farris, Montgomery, AL;
Harold Cooley, Panama City, FL; and Bob Wheeler,
Akron, OH (my best buddy)
Back row, L to R Latham, Tennessee; me; Smith,
“down south;” and James Austin, Detroit, MI
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Looking down on a Korean village.

Korean women doing their laundry along the river bank
during the winter.

2 women and a child doing laundry. Notice the 2 soldiers
walking towards them.

Christmas 1956, greetings from the tank company.
George Blake
599 S. Market St.
Shreve, OH 44676

In the Summer 2012 issue (p8) of The
Hourglass I read where Dan Frommelt has
a map of the 7ID’s movements during WWII.
I also have an original of that map. It
was given to me and, presumably, to all
the members of Company B, 13th Engineer
Battalion, serving in Korea during the
initial occupation of that country during
1944-45.
USS Gen J.C. Breckinridge in San Francisco harbor,
going past Alcatraz. US Naval Historical Center photo

My map is in good condition because,
after receiving it, I mailed it home to

u
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my mother. At the time she showed it to
all my relatives and her friends, saying
it generated a lot of interest to all who
saw it.
It has been displayed on my home office
wall for about 40 years or so, and you
can believe it opens up quite a bit of
conversation with those who see it. I
also have a Japanese Army rifle which
was one of the many rifles distributed
to our Company shortly after we occupied
the former Japanese Army barracks. We
all made boxes for the rifles and, with
our Commanding Officer’s approval, mailed
them home. Maybe the rifle mentioned by
Trudy Lusk in her letter, also on p8 of
the Summer issue found in her father’s
closet, was of a similar origin, although
he wasn’t serving with the 13th Eng.
Mr. Frommelt and I have been eMailing
back and forth concerning the map and my
Army service with the 7th Div on Okinawa
and in Korea.
I enjoy reading The Hourglass letters,
although sadly very few are sent from my
World War II associates.
Frank J. White
149 Dartmouth Drive
Hicksville, NY 11801
<puttinggreen@mac.com>
Editor’s note: Mr. White sent a 17"x22” black & white
map that exactly matches the map described by Mr.
Frommelt.The map shows the travels of the 7ID in WWII
from San Francisco to the Aleutians, on to Hawaii, then
to Kwajalein and back to Hawaii. From there it was on
to Eniwetok, the Admiralty Islands and then the invasion
of Lyete. Next the invasion of Okinawa and finally landing
in Korea at the end of the war.

I received this Company roster of Co. F,
32d Infantry, dated 08Jun52, from MSG
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R.V. Seymore and thought it might be of
interest to others. It lists the enlisted
personnel (at right), including 8 KATUSAs,

The 4 pages of the Company F roster.
assigned to the unit. The vast majority
of these men were draftees or National
Guard troops, less than 50 of them had
enlisted. I was a Sergeant in this Company
from Feb-Oct 1952. We were involved in
Operation Boland that took place in the
early hours of 12Jun52. This was an attack
on Hill 472, which was later known as
Outpost Charlie.
We had to leave 3 of our comrades – LT
Hoffmeister, CPL Walter Stewart, & PFC
Henry Svehla - on the battlefield, it
was just impossible to retrieve their
bodies…there were just too many Chinese
there. But we were certain they were
dead. I have always regretted that we
were unable to recover their bodies.
As a result of his heroic actions in this
engagement PFC Svehla was eventually
awarded the Medal of Honor. LT Hoffmeister
was a fine officer and gentleman and a
leader of the first order. He should
have gotten the Silver Star or better. I
hope he did.
Keep up the good work. I enjoy The
Hourglass very much.
Billy Pearson
549 E. Main St.
Louisville, MS 39339
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Master Sergeant
Charles ADAMS
Chester MURCH
R.V. Seymore
Ralph SMITH

Sergeant First Class
Robert Dailey
Robert PROUTY
Kenneth DeSautel
Douglas SIMMONS
James House
Johnnie WALTERS
Kenneth PRICE
Delbert Wood

Sergeant
Francis BROWN
Harold HONEYCUTT
Robert RYDER
John TULP, Jr.

Paul BROWNING
Robert HOPKINS
James SMITH
Robert WHITE

Carlton FLOWERS
Charles MANOZ
Clifford SWARTZ
Carlton WILLIAMS

Stephen GRUNSWEIG
Billy PEARSON
Francis THOMAN
Nathan WILLIAMSON

Harold ALLEN
Kenneth BOWDEN
Juan GRAY
Robert LINDHOLM
Robert McPEAK
Carl REABE
Herbert STAUP
Dean THIENEL

Billie BARKER
Allen CLARK
George HARTWELL
Louie KAI
Frank PALUMBO
J.T. REAGAN
Walter STEWART
Robert THUDE

Herbert BEASLEY
Billie CLARK
Takeo HIGA
Bryce MARKS
George POHLMAN
Willie SKINNER
Chester STITES
Robert TURGEON

Doyle ADAMSON
Elipidio BADILLA
Robert BRYANT
Michael FANASO
Chester GRAY
Louis HANSEN
Robert HOGGAED
Richard KINGRY
Robert LEWIS
McCoy McDONALD
Gerald NETLAND
Michael PALOY
Earl REYNOLDS
Roy ROBINSON
John SCARDINA
Boyd SPENCER
Donald SWAN
John WILLIAMS
Victor ZONONI

Conward ADKINS
Emilio BADILLA
William BYARD
John FREEZOR
Henry GUTERSOHN
Floyd HEISNER
Robert HOWELL
? KLITTICH
Willie LEWIS
Harry MINNEY
Joseph NOVAK
Edward PLANTZ
Darrel RIALES
Dale ROMANS
Kenneth SMITH
Harold STABENOW
Richard TARKE
William WILTON

Speurgeon ALLMOND
Norman BALL
Leroy CHAMPION
Lesley FISHER
James HALSTEAD
Robert HODGES
J.O. JACKSON
Bert LEMELY
Albert MARSHALL
John MUNDAY, Jr.
Jose OJEDA
John PODESTA
Sidney ROBERSON
James ROWE
Willy SMITH
Charles STEINER
Jack THOMAS
Alonzo WRIGHT

Fred BILLINGS
Abe GALENTER
Hugh LUCK
Alberto MAYER
William MURIEL
Edward O’RILEY
James POLEKIS
Forrest RINGHAUSEN
Clyde SCHELL
John SLUPCZUNSKI
Gene THAXTON
Paul WATSON

Charles BRINKLEY
Paul HARDVK
Gene LYON
A. MELENDEZ
Francisco NATAL
Robert OYLER
William PETERSON
Donald ROBINSON
Earl SCHENK
Herbert SMITH
George TORELLI
Phillip WILLOUGHBY

Roger BOWLES
John LAMAESTLA
Charles MAHER
Luis MENDOZA
Ivan NESTLE
J.L. PACHECO
Patrick PONDEAU
J.I. RODRIGUEZ
Richard SCHLICHT
Patrick SULLIVAN
John TRATCH
William WIXTED

Corporal
James ABEL
Everett BINGHAM
Milburn ELDRIDGE
Phillip HOVER
Robert MARTELL
Pedro QUENGA
Melvin SIDES
Mitsuru SUMOGE
Joseph VALCO
Private First Class
Garnet ABLE
David ASLIN
Charles BRITTAIN, Sr.
Charles DICKERSON
Albert FREEMAN
John HANFELT
Bernard HOFFARD
Andrew JONES
Melvin LEWIS
Horace MARTIN
Leroy MUNGIN
Clinton OLSON
James REECE
James ROBERTSON
Charles SANGER
Joseph SOPKO
Henry SVELHA
Robert WILDE
Michael ZAPISOCKI
Private
Paul BARNES
Peter CHACHO
Capitain LOVELL
Lyle MANN
W. MUNIZ
Gene NORMAN
Edward PALASEK
Santiago PORTALATIN
Andrew SCHAEFER
Dayle SHEPPARD
Erno TERNA
Dino VACCHER
Robert ZIEGENFUSS
KATUSA
PFC HONG CHA Su
PFC POH Pock Dog

PFC KIM Pie Young
CPL KIM Pil Ho
PFC SHUNG Song Nack PFC YU Ing Hong

u

PFC ON Chong Chun
PFC YU Song Yura
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Seekers Pages
Did any of you who served in the “Lightfighter”
years save your Blue Book? It is described as,
“the small pocket regulation book that was
published by the Division, and all Light
Fighters were required to have it on them at
all times.” The new Command is looking for
a copy so they can update it for the new 7th Division.
If you have one and are willing to loan it out, please send it
to:
SFC Bryan D. Johnson
Operations Sergeants Major
7th Infantry Division
JBLM, WA 98433
I am writing for my husband, Chester Blazey, who, in 195051, served with H Company, 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th
Infantry Division in Korea. He was 80 on July 10th and still
talks about Korea a lot!
To this day he talks about a lot of the boys. Once, they were
walking during the cold Korean winter and were so worn
out that he fell down and fell asleep. It was so cold that if
someone hadn’t noticed him lying there he would have frozen
to death. They all looked out for each other. He talks about
how close you got to your comrades and how when one of
the group died there was not even time to grieve. He says it
was “hell” in Korea and that a lot of young boys were lost.
According to him, “You go there a young boy, but it sure
makes you a man.” He’s also a very good husband!
He has survived Korea, heart surgery and cancer so far. He
would like anyone who was part of his outfit to write him.
He always looks in The Hourglass to see if anyone he knew
is mentioned there.
He noticed on p21 of the Summer 2012 issue the
recommendation of the book “Once Upon A Town” and is
interested in obtaining a copy - as long as it’s not part of a
series of books that keep coming and coming. Do you know
where I can obtain a copy?
Mrs. Dianna Blazey
14411 Crampton Rd.
Camden, MI 49232

I have been researching the 7th Medical Battalion in order
to learn more about the service of CPT John Francis
Hughes, my deceased father-in-law, who was
as a medical officer in Korea during 1950-51.
He wrote many letters to his daughter, Ann,
while he served and we are getting ready to
publish those letters with annotations. Dr. Hughes
also received the Bronze Star with a victory device and an
Oak Leaf Cluster but we do not know what he did to earn the
medals. We have obtained all of the military records that
survived the 1973 fire in Missouri, but they are not very
lengthy. I just wanted to contact you in case someone might
have any recommendations for literature concerning the 7th
Medical Battalion.
Ann Marie
5233 E. Dakota Ave
Denver, CO 80246
<annmarie83@me.com>
Editor’s note: Doug Halbert received the original eMail
and answered some of her questions as follows:
Based on the time that your father-in-law served, it is
highly probable that he was involved in the race to the
Yalu and the Chosin Reservoir, at which time the Chinese
entered the conflict. The Americans were overwhelmed
and driven back to Hungnam for an evacuation by sea.
There were heroes every day. If he was a part of those
battles it does not surprise me that he was awarded
the Bronze Star with a "V" device. In the Army, the "V"
Device is awarded to denote "participation in acts of
heroism involving conflict with an armed enemy". The
"V" stands for Valor, not victory. The Oak Leaf cluster
means he subsequently received the same award again.

I sure wish I could locate the Regimental Photographer from
the 184th during World War II.
Joe R. Norval
295 Hillcrest Drive
Bruceton, TN 38317
(731) 415-8346
<norval1@charter.net>

Editor’s note: Copies of the book about the North Platte
Canteen are available through a number of sources
listed on Amazon.com.
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Bayonets Fixed - 7th ID is Reactivated!
Compiled from the June-July 2012 issue, The Buffalo
Bugle, 17th Inf Rgt Assn. newsletter and an article written
by SSG Lindsey Kibler of the 7ID PIO for the 11Oct12
issue of the Northwest Guardian, the newspaper of
JBLM. Photos by Dick Hazelmyer, unless otherwise
credited.
On 10Oct12 the 7th Infantry Division was reactivated at Joint
Base Lewis-McChord’s Watkins Parade Field in front of
hundreds of senior leaders, soldiers, former 7ID veterans
and civilians. Representing the 7IDA were President Gene
Peeples and his wife, Governors Dick Hazelmyer and
Richard Steinmetz and his wife, and member Pat Hemphill
and his wife.
The reactivated division encompasses the 2nd Brigade, 2nd
Infantry Division; 3rd Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division; 4th
Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division; 17th Fires Brigade and the
16th Combat Aviation Brigade, for a total of nearly 18,000
Soldiers. But, as a non-deployable headquarters, the new
division headquarters and its estimated 250 personnel will
primarily focus on making sure soldiers are properly trained
and equipped, and that order and discipline is maintained in
its subordinate brigades. Major General Stephen R. Lanza
is the Commanding General.

MG Lanza said, in his remarks at the ceremony, “The Bayonet
Division’s rich legacy was forged largely on the battlefields
of the Pacific. From the jagged peaks of the Aleutian Islands,
to the beaches of Leyte and Okinawa, up and down the
mountains of the Korean peninsula, and through the streets of
Panama City, the 7ID was at the forefront…The 7ID song
asks you to ‘Trust in Me.’ Today, I ask instead that you ‘Trust
in We’ - the men and women of the 7ID. Combat tested, and
buoyed by a remarkable lineage of heroes who have worn
the patch of the 7ID; we stand ready to build on this proud
legacy established by those that have come before us.”
The Division will not be deployable and only those serving
in the 7ID’s HQ will actually wear the 7ID shoulder patch
(example: 2 Bde, 2ID will technically be under the 7th Infantry
Division, but they will continue to wear the 2nd Infantry
Division patch, as will all the other units at Joint Base LewisMcChord). This is very different from what most of us
remember as being the structure of the 7th Infantry Division
where all units under the command of the 7ID Commanding
General wore the 7ID unit patch.
If you’re interested, there is a 50-minute video of the
ceremony online. Go to the 7IDA web site for the link.

Troops of the Division awaiting review by their new commander. US Army photo by SSG Lindsey Kibler, 7ID PIO
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Six 75mm howitzers of
the B Btty, 1st Bn, 94th
Field Artillery Regt, 17th
Fires Brigade fire off the
15-gun salute. US Army
photo by SSG Lindsey
Kibler, 7ID PIO

MG Lazna receives the
shell casing of the first
round fired in the artillery
salute from SFC Cales
of B/1/94/17.

MG Lanza (L) and
LTG Brown review
the troops riding in
a WWII/Korean
War-vintage Jeep
driven by SPC
Goodman.

MG Lanza passes
the 7ID’s colors to
CSM Byers during
the reactivation
ceremony.

The massed colors of the subordinate units dipped to the
US flag. US Army photo by SSG Lindsey Kibler, 7ID PIO
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The commanders and colors of
the subordinate units of the newly
activated 7 th Infantry Division
stand behind the 7ID color guard.
Note that the 7ID colors are still
cased at this point.

The 7ID color guard with the
United States, US Army, and 7ID
flags. The personnel are (L to R):
SGT Scott Stokes, SSG Felice
Swaringen, SFC Shannon
Smith, SSG Catherine Long,
and SPC Adam Davis.
CSM Byers unfurls the 7ID colors for LTG Brown prior
to presenting it to MG Lanza.

LTG Brown presents the 7ID colors, with 19 streamers,
to MG Lazna.
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7th ID's New Commander
The Commanding General of the reactivated 7th Infantry
Division is MG Stephen R. Lanza, a 1980 graduate of
West Point, commissioned as an Artillery officer.
MG Lanza has commanded soldiers at all levels up to the
Brigade level, including command of the 5th Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Div, FT Hood, TX through their
deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He

I Corp commander LTG Robert Brown and 7ID
commander MG Steven Lanza salute the troops
as they pass in review at the end of the ceremony.

was deployed in support
of Operation Desert
Shield and Desert Storm,
Saudi Arabia; Operation
Joint Guard, BosniaHerzegovina;
and
Operation
IraqiFreedom, Baghdad, Iraq.
Other
assignments
included duty as the Aidede-Camp
to
the
Commander-in-Chief,
United States Army
Europe/Commander,
NATO
Peace
Stabilization Force;
Official US Army photo of
Strategic Concepts Team
MG Lanza
Chief, Office of the
Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, G3, at the Pentagon;
Chief, Joint Capabilities Division, J-8 on the Joint Staff; and
as Deputy Commanding General for V Corps, and G-3, U.S.
Army Europe and Seventh Army.

MG Lanza, 7IDA member
Pat Hemphill, 7IDA
President Gene Peeples,
7IDA Governor Dick
Hazelmyer, & CSM
Delbert Byers, Division
Sergeants Major with the
US, US Army, 7ID and MG
Lanza’s flags behind them.
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2013 Reunion - It’s San Antonio!
By The Editor
The 2013 reunion will be September 5-8, 2013 at the
Colonnade Omni Hotel in San Antonio, TX. As usual, we’ll
start with registration on Thursday afternoon and end with
the memorial service on Sunday morning. In between will
be a great time spending time with our friends and comrades.
The hotel is located just west of the airport on I-10 at 9821
Colonnade Blvd. There is complimentary shuttle service
available to/from the airport between 0600-2200 daily.
There are numerous airlines that fly into SAT (San Antonio
Airport), including Airtran, American, Delta, ExpressJet,
SkyWest, Southwest, United and US Air, so getting there from
wherever you live shouldn’t be too hard.
San Antonio is fairly warm and dry at that time of year, with
highs around 93° and lows about 72°. August is generally
their hottest month and the reunion is in early September.
There are quite a number of attractions to visit, with the
most famous probably being the Alamo. Other sites include
the Botanical Garden, Hemisfair Park, an IMAX theater,
Natural Bridge Caverns, Rio San Antonio Cruises, SeaWorld,
Six Flags, the Texas Ranger Museum, and the Wildlife Ranch
Texas (African safari) to name a few. There are so many

different things to do in the area that we thought those attending
the reunion might like to make their own choices as opposed
to being locked in to group tours. The hotel has, however,
promised to provide us with a free group tour on Friday if
we book 75 rooms.
So set aside the dates now and start making your plans to
join us in San Antonio in September 2013. A hotel registration
form and a reunion registration form are printed in this issue.
We are going to try something different this time. If you are
planning to, or think you may, attend the reunion please make
your hotel reservations and complete your reunion registration
forms NOW. Hotel reservations will be secured by providing
a credit card to guarantee your reservation. You may cancel
your hotel reservation, at no cost, if you cancel at least 48
hours before your arrival date. Please complete the reunion
registration form and mail it to: Doug Halbert, 8501 Birch
Hollow Dr., Roswell. GA 30076-1176 for data assembly.
DO NOT send any money with the registration, just your
meal selection and your stated intent to attend. You will be
sent a bill for your registration in June, 2013. If things have
changed by then, let Doug know the changes and send either
your cancellation or the adjusted amount due based on the
changes.
See you there!
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From Your Treasurer
In the Summer Edition I reported on the status of dues
payments. At that time I indicated that our membership in
good standing was 855. A postcard was sent to the 180
members that had not paid their 2011-13 dues. I am pleased
to report that 52 of those receiving postcards responded with
full payment of their dues. Our current membership in good
standing is now 903 with 274 being “Honored”, Honorary
and Associate members who are dues exempt. To all of those
who paid their dues without complaint, a great big THANK
YOU!
My summer has been a bit tumultuous. My wife and I found it
necessary to pack up and leave Hawaii for a new mainland
location. As you can see by the return address on this issue
of The Hourglass, my new address is 8501 Birch Hollow
Drive, Roswell, GA 30076-1176. My phone number remains
the same, (808) 268-9172. When it comes time to pay your
dues in July of 2013, don’t forget this change.
We’re excited about the recent reactivation of the 7th Infantry
Division and that the Hourglass colors are flying at Joint
Base Lewis-McChord near Tacoma, WA. With the agreement
of our Board, a special membership program for active duty
personnel was developed. Active duty personnel are allowed
to join the Association for a one-time application fee of
$10.00 and as long as they remain actively assigned to the
division they are exempt from payment of dues. At the time
the soldier leaves for a new assignment he/she can continue
membership in the Association by payment of the dues
currently in effect. We, of course, hope that they will want to
stay affiliated with the Association for the rest of their life
so they will not lose contact with those with whom they
served.
I encourage all of you to attend our 2013 reunion in San
Antonio. Please read the materials on pages 13-15 of this
issue carefully. I encourage you to register as early as
possible. The earlier the better! This helps us plan the event
and make it a more satisfactory experience for you and your
family. You are assured that any deposits paid at the time of
registration are fully refundable should something change
and you cannot attend the reunion.
Doug Halbert

Treasurer & Roster Manager
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Operating Statement
4/1/2012 through 9/30/2012 (Cash Basis)
INCOME
Donations Received
Booster
$ 165.00
Postage
2.00
Reactivation
300.00
UNARx Plan
23.50
490.50
TOTAL Donations
Dues Income
2011-13
2,933.00
Dues in Reserve
600.00
TOTAL Dues
3,533.00
Interest Income
10.36
Quartermaster Sales
1,954.97
TOTAL INCOME
$ 5,988.83
EXPENSES
Hourglass Winter 2012
On Account Funds
$ 6,200.00
TOTAL Hourglass
6,200.00
Office Expenses
Quartermaster Supplies
49.24
TOTAL Office Expenses
49.24
Postage
HG Editor
23.46
Quartermaster
142.89
Treasurer
64.00
TOTAL Postage
230.35
Quartermaster
Inventory Purchases
191.38
Miscellaneous
60.84
TOTAL Quartermaster
252.22
Regulatory Fees
20.00
TOTAL EXPENSES
$ 6,751.81
($ 762.98)
Gain/Loss 2nd & 3rd Quarters
Balance Sheet - As of 3/31/2011
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts
7th IDA Checking 4-150740
$ 21,457.75
Money Market - 3273310744
15,182.24
Petty Cash - Quartermaster
300.00
TOTAL ASSETS
$ 36,939.99
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
LIABILITIES
0.00
Pending Reimbursement
0.00
TOTAL LIABILITIES
0.00
EQUITY
$ 36,939.99
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY
$ 36,939.99

u

s
Winter 2012

The Hourglass

s
QM's Corner

Suicide in the Military
The 23Jul12 issue of TIME magazine had sobering article
concerning suicide in the military. Did you know that more
soldiers have committed suicide than have died in the war in
Afghanistan? Sad, but true. On average, one active duty
soldier a day commits suicide and, overall, a veteran
commits suicide every 80 minutes. Veterans are about 10%
of all US adults but account for 20% of suicides. From 2001
through 10Jun12, 4,486 troops died in Iraq, 1,950 died in
Afghanistan and 2,676 committed suicide (US Dept of
Defense figures).
Service members, with their training and bonds to their
comrades, used to be less likely to commit suicide than
civilians. No more. The suicide rate for civilians ages 1760 is 7%, but suicide is the cause of 20% of the deaths of
military personnel. 83% of these deaths occurred in the U.S.,
while 10% happened in Iraq or Afghanistan. So who are
these people? 38% have been deployed to the 2 combat
zones, 95% are male (85% of the military is male), 95% are
enlisted (83% of the military is enlisted), 80% are white
(70% of the military is white), and 47% are under age 25
(36% of the military is under 25). At the current rate for this
year the Army will have 186 suicides, the Air Force 73, the
Navy 62, and the Marines 45.
Between 2004-08 the suicide rate of military personnel
jumped 80%, and then leveled off. But now, in 2012, it has
jumped up 18% over the 2011 rate. The stress of combat can
certainly be a factor, but almost a third of the suicides had
never been deployed overseas, 43% had been deployed once,
and only 8.5% have been deployed 3 or 4 times. Two-thirds
use a gun and 20% hang themselves. Sadly, a majority of the
victims are married.

Hi again to all the members and friends of the 7th IDA.
The first thing I would like to do is thank all the members
who took advantage of our sale on T-Shirts. This offer of
special pricing is going to continue until further notice.
In fact, there are a couple more perks to this offer now:
(1) is a free bumper sticker with your order, and
(2) you can now include the price of the shirt, which is $7,
towards the $20 required to qualify for the special shirt
pricing and free bumper sticker.
This means you only have to purchase $13 worth of other
merchandise to take advantage of this great deal! There are
no restrictions on how many shirts you can order, but there is
only one free bumper sticker per order.
Check out the QM pages in this issue and you will notice
there are 2 styles of key rings. I don’t know how you are
with keys but, over the years, my wife and I have misplaced
our keys in public places on occasion. Our luck usually is
that we would call the restaurant and ask if they found a set
of keys and, if they said “Yes,” 9 out of 10 times we’d go
back and it wasn’t ours.
However our key rings, with the distinctive 7th Division logo
on them, are easily identifiable. I have given them to my
grandkids and they were fortunate enough to get their lost
keys returned because they are so distinctive.
I’d like to wish everyone Happy Holidays and, please
remember, if you need any help with your order feel free to
contact me.

In addition to the human cost of ruined lives there is also the
monetary cost. For 2 victims alone, one a doctor and the
other a helicopter pilot, the cost was almost $2 million.
Multiply just a portion of this amount by the number of victims
and it is a truly staggering figure! The pilot’s wife summed it
up, “They’d invested hundreds of thousands of dollars into
this asset (her husband). At the very least, why didn’t they
protect their asset?”

Thomas Stiefel, Quartermaster
eMail:<tstiefel44@yahoo.com>
Tel: 727/483-9800

Continued on Page 34
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The Quartermaster’s Store
http://7ida.us/

th

7 IDA Insignia Decal
4½" diameter
$4.00 each

Car Window Decal

7th IDA Tie Bar

2¾" diameter. Mounts on glass.
$3.50 each

$9.00 each

Dog Tag Key Ring

Order of the Bayonet Pin

Brass Dog Tag Key Ring
$9.00 each

$9.00 each

Unit Pins

Bolo Ties
th

The authorized 7 Inf. Div. unit
pins. One is worn on each epaulet.
$9.00 each

Specify Small or Large
Sm - $12.00, Lg - $18.00

Crests $7.00 each
7th IDA Round Key Ring
$9.00 each

Lapel Pin
$7.00 each
31st Infantry
Regiment

17th Infantry
Regiment

$5.00 each

32nd Infantry
Regiment

CD of 1954 7th ID
Yearbook

7th IDA License Plate Holder
Pricing
1 .......... $ 7.00
2 .......... $ 11.00
3 .......... $15.00
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4 .......... $19.00
5 .......... $23.00
6 .......... $27.00

Hat Pins

300 pages of photos and
text, originally printed
by Division Command.
Now scanned into an
Adobe Reader PDF file.
$15.00 each

u

s
Winter 2012

The Hourglass

s
Military Black Belt

Caps

Black web belt with brass
military 7th Inf. Div. belt buckle.
$15.00 each

The official “bill cap” of the
Association. One size fits all.
Red, white & black available.
State your preference.
$14.00 each

Western Style Buckle
3½"W x 2½"H
$18.00 each

7th IDA Cloth Patch
$5.00 each

Dress Hourglass Patch
$6.50 each

Souvenir Brass Coin
7th Inf. Div. (Light), 1980’s & 90’s,
1½" diameter. Illustration shows
the obverse and the reverse.
$3.00 each

7th IDA Tee Shirts

7th IDA Challenge Coin

Grey only (S, M, L, XL or XXL)
Call QM for available sizes.
$15.00 each

1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces.
Obverse is red, white and black
enamel w/clear epoxy coating.
Reverse is red, black and bronze.
1 coin - $10.00; 2 coins - $18.00
5 coins - $40.00;10 coins - $70.00

Special

Place a QM order of $20 or
more and Tee Shirts are just
$7.00 each - over 50% off!

7th IDA Bumper Sticker
$3.00 each

Special

O

ffer!
FREE sticker with any order!!

Offer!

Packing & shipping is included in the prices. Be sure to
state any color & size choices in your order. Make your
check for the total cost of all items, payable to:
“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:
th
7 Infantry Division Association
Thomas Stiefel, Quartermaster
1042 Jackson Street,
Largo, FL 33770-4318
Tel: 727/483-9800
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Membership Application Form
Please TYPE or PRINT clearly.
Name:

.
Last Name

First

Sex:

Middle

o

o

Male

Female

.

Address:
Street, RR, or PO Box

Apartment #

.
City

Status: oVeteran

State

9 Digit Zip Code

Country

oWidow(er) of Veteran oChild (Grandchild) of Veteran oSupporter

Spouse's Name:

.

(or nearest kin)

)
Phones: (
Home

(

)

(
)
Business

Cell

_

(
Fax

)

_ ,

eMail Address:

.

Name and relationship of person who served with the Division:

.

The following information relates to the person who served with the Division:

Military:
Assignment
With 7th ID from:

.
Platoon

Company

.To:

Troop

Battalion

Battery

Highest Rank:

Regiment
DOB:

Brigade

/

/

.

Overseas Assignments, Major Battles, Awards, Decorations and Service Medals:
If more space is required to complete this question, please use a separate sheet of paper and attach to this form.

.
.
.
Applicant’s Signature

Date of Application

Biennial dues are $30.00 payable July 1st in the odd year.
If you are joining in an even year, your initial dues are $15.00
which pays you up to June 30th of the following, odd year.

Please mail the completed form and your check to:
7th Infantry Division Association
518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

_

Recommended By 7th IDA Member:
.
.
.

Name:
Address:

th

New Members
are immediately placed on our mailing list and receive a Membership Card, a 7 IDA lapel
th
pin, a 7 IDA auto decal, a copy of our Constitution and By-laws, and a current copy of The Hourglass.
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Stolen Valor Act Overturned

Editor’s Perspective

On 28Jun12 the U.S. Supreme Court struck down the 2005
Stolen Valor Act saying the 1st Amendment "protects the
speech we detest as well as the speech we embrace,"
according to Justice Anthony M. Kennedy.

This issue marks the 11th anniversary that GARP Custom
Newsletter Service has been publishing The Hourglass for
us. That first issue of The Hourglass they published was an
8-page "Special Edition 2001." The opening sentence of the
front page's "Your President's Message" from then-President
Don Folz began, "In light of the events of September 11th, it
has become necessary to postpone the Association Reunion."
Frank Wadge, our publisher, noted that his first contact from
Doug on 08Apr01 mentioned that our Association had 1,350
members. Unfortunately we are now down to about 1,000.

By a 6-3 decision, the high court said the right to lie about
medals and military service, while "contemptible" and worthy
of outrage and ridicule, is protected by the 1st Amendment.
Defending the law, government lawyers had argued that lies
about military medals are "false statements (that) have no
value and hence no 1st Amendment protection." The majority
disagreed, saying that there is no proof that lying about medals
degrades the value and honor of those who have actually
earned those medals.

Tattered Glory?

Do you have an old flag(s) lying around that need a proper
disposal? The Kitchen Table Gang Trust will retire them
with honor for you. Just send them to: 42922 Avenue 12,
Madera, CA 93636. They conduct a retirement ceremony
and disposal on June 14th every year. The ceremony is
conducted by retired Marines, Gunnery Sergeant Daniel
Kelly and Master Gunnery Sergeant Richard Scruggs. You
can check them out at: www.kitchentablegang.org

There was a surprising lack of letters after the Summer issue
reached everyone. By the end of July I had only received 8
“Letters” or “Seekers” pieces. In contrast, there were over
25 similar pieces in the last issue. I wonder what’s going
on? Did I bore everyone with the content, did the summer
heat just drain everyone’s energy, or was this just an anomaly?
I hope the fault doesn’t lie with me. As I said at the end of my
last column, your letters and submitted materials are what
make the newsletter interesting and keep The Hourglass a
quality and meaningful document. But that is only possible if
members submit their recollections and experiences.
I tried to contact (by eMail) more than 30 members who live
in WA-OR-ID to see if they were going to attend the
reactivation ceremony and more than half of the addresses
on file were no longer valid! Just a reminder that it is your
responsibility to keep your information up-to-date in the
Members section of the web site. If your eMail address
changes, please go to the site, sign in using your last name
and member number, and edit your contact information. It’ll
be a big help to both the Treasurer and me. Thanks.
PLEASE, keep those letters and photographs coming.

Non-Veteran C-in-C

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

For the first time since1932 none of the 4 politicians that ran
for President and Vice-President in the 2012 election had
any military service. Many veterans feel that those who have
served are more qualified to be the Commander-in-Chief
than non-veterans. Regardless, the C-in-C for the next 4 years
will not be a veteran.

Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor
<hourglass@7ida.us>
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My Hero
By Joe Norval
Every year we celebrate Memorial Day, a day set aside to
honor and remember those who paid the ultimate price and
died in the service of our country, and then it passes into our
memories. This is the story of one American, PFC James
Hebert Duckworth who, like millions of others, answered
the call of duty, fought and suffered against a ferocious enemy,
and came home to raise a family.
In my day, all young boys grew up playing “war.” I guess the
same is true today but the method has changed - now it’s
video games. When I was 8, I fought off two attacks from
German SS soldiers as they assaulted our shed in the back
yard. And, a year later, two of my friends and I created a
well-fortified foxhole using the ditch across the street from
where we lived. From that position we fought off two
“banzai” attacks with our bare hands.
I always knew my grandfather was a soldier who’d fought
in World War II. But each time I asked him a question he
would give me a simple answer and change the subject. Now,
as a man, I think I understand why my grandfather did not
want to share his experiences. He wanted to protect my
innocence. He knew the horrors of combat faced by real
soldiers. We, who have never served, truly cannot understand
what these veterans suffered. These men fought and died on
a daily basis not only to save each other but to save following
generations from this carnage. Freedom is not free, it is
bought and paid for with the blood and sweat of our soldiers
who answer the call of duty.
A few years ago I went out on a personal journey to research
my grandfather’s military service. My “PaPaw” was drafted
into the United States Army in November, 1942. He was
eventually assigned to 1 st Platoon, Company E, 2nd
Battalion, 184th Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division,
which fought in four major campaigns: the Aluetians;
Kwajalein; Leyte; and Okinawa.

and GEN Douglas MacArthur at an awards ceremony in
Hawaii. There is a video of the ceremony on YouTube.com.
Just enter "FDR Hawaii Informal Remarks 1" in their search
window. The 7th Division received a Presidential Unit
Citation for their gallant actions in securing a victory over a
tough enemy in the battle for Kwajalein.
On 20Oct44 soldiers from the 7th Inf Div, along with thousands
of others, helped GEN MacArthur keep his March’42
promise as the Americans returned to the Philippines. After
four months of horrific combat at Leyte, the 7th was assigned
to largest invasion of World War II - the invasion of Okinawa.
On 01Apr45 the United States invaded Okinawa, the costliest
of all the battles fought by our country in World War II.
Okinawa was considered Japanese soil and their soldiers
defended it, basically, to the last man. My grandfather was
wounded on 21Apr45 when the 2nd Battalion was engaged in
combat around an area known as the “Rocky Crags.” By the
end of June, Co. E was virtually combat ineffective as most
of them had either been wounded or killed. After the Japanese
surrendered in August, the 7th Division was sent to Korea to
accept the surrender of Japanese troops in that area.
Fortunately, my grandfather had enough service points and
was sent back to the states. He arrived back in home in
Nov’45, married his sweetheart, and raised a family.
The next time you celebrate Memorial Day, please remember
my grandfather’s story. I am sure a version of it echoes across
America in the memories of thousands of children and
grandchildren. Perhaps this was best stated by GEN George
S. Patton, “We should never dwell on the soldiers that fought
and died. We should thank God everyday that these men
lived.” The men and women who suffered as children during
the Great Depression and then fought and died during World
War II were, as Tom Brokaw mentioned, “America’s Greatest
Generation.”
We may never see the likes of them ever again on this planet.
Joe R. Norval
295 Hillcrest Drive
Bruceton, TN 38317
Telephone (731) 415-8346

On 27Jul44 my grandfather, along with all the soldiers from
the 7th Division, marched for President Franklin D. Roosevelt
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7th IDA Governing Council
Officers
Name
F. E. (Gene) Peeples
Gene C. Richards
Julius “JT” Morgan
Ronald R. Levendoski
John H. Stengel
Douglas J. Halbert
Tom Stiefel
Jerry Piller

Office
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
3rd Vice President
Executive Secretary
Treasurer & Roster Manager
Quartermaster
Hourglass Editor

Term
2003 - 2015
2007 - 2013
2007 - 2015
2001 - 2013
2005 - 2015
2005 - 2017
2011 - 2013
2009 - 2013

Governors
George Boggs, Sr.
Vacant
Richard A. Coutermarsh
Levi O. Haire
Richard Hazelmyer

2007 - 2013
- 2015
2011 - 2017
2001 - 2013
2005 - 2017

Charles D. Iden
Vacant
Ken Mattingly
Vilas “Sid” Morris
Richard Steinmetz

2003 - 2015
- 2017
2009 - 2017
2007 - 2013
2005 - 2017

Membership Status

Recruiting Honor Roll

As of 10/06/2012

Winter 2012

2011 ....... 624

2019 ........... 2

Associate....... 67

2013 ....... 572

2023 ........... 1

Courtesy .......... 4

2015 ......... 45

2025 ........... 1

Honorary ......... 2

2017 ........... 9

2027 ........... 2

Honored ...... 200

Submitted by
Total
Web Site
2
Joe Whetlisdbach
1
Jerry Piller
1
Gene Peeples
1
Doug Halbert
1
Dick Steinmetz
1

Total Members in Good Standing - 905
A Private stood before his commanding officer to
hear his punishment for a recent offense.

7th IDA Booster Club
Winter 2012

“It’s your choice, Private,” the C.O. said, “one
month’s restriction or 20 day’s pay.”
“I’ll take the money, sir.”
---------------------------Officer candidate school at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, was tough.
During an inspection, a fellow soldier received 30 demerits
for a single penny found within his area. Ten demerits were
for “valuables unsecured,” ten because the penny wasn’t
shined, and ten because Abraham Lincoln needed a shave.

Total New Members
Recruited - 7

Douglas J. Halbert
Guadalupe A. Martinez
Francis E. (Gene) Peeples
LeRoy S. Quernemoen

4 members made contributions to the Booster Club during
this period for a total of $375.00.

Jack Howell, courtesy of Reader’s Digest
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New Member List
Organization
Name
107th CEWI Battalion
Stratton, USAR, James
184th Infantry Regiment
Gulik, Michelle L.
31st Infantry Regiment
Rousseau, Robert P.
32nd Infantry Regiment
Patterson, Richard A.
Wallace, Peter D.
7th Medical Battalion
Brinkley, Gary N.
7th Military Police Co.
Daves, Dean F.

Address

City, State, ZIP

Phone

Co/Batt

5774 Bush Hill Dr.

Alexandria, VA 22310

1976 Franklin Pl.

Hoffman Estates, IL 60169

36 D Dale Dr

Tavares, FL 32778

(352) 343-6303

HQ

2102 Newton Dr.
609 West Union St.

Killeen, TX 76549
Morgantown, NC 28655

(254) 628-1602
(808) 433-1691

B
A

912 W Church St

Champaign, IL 61821

(217) 359-4960

A

1750 Lakewood Rd.

Whitehall, MI 49461

(231) 893-2713

MP

(703) 971-0959

601st ASA
I

Total New Members - 7

Jeep Art
If there was one major vehicle that remained virtually
unchanged during World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, it was
the general purpose utility vehicle - the iconic and ubiquitous
Jeep.
From the early 1940’s to
1984,
the
Jeep’s
preeminence as a wartime
and Cold War workhorse
was captured in newspaper
and popular magazine
photos and perpetuated in
newsreels,
television “Shooting With a Camera” by
coverage, and war movies. Segundo U. Belale, Vietnam
Nowhere, however, is
the Jeep’s pervasiveness
more apparent - nor its
versatility, adaptability,
and maneuverability
more
personally
interpreted - than
throughout the Army Art
Collection. The Jeep has
“GI Hearse” by Wayne Dewitt literally found its way
Larabee, time period unknown into scores of the pieces
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of artwork produced by
Soldier-artists who
served the three major
wars
that
have
coincided with the
forty-plus year lifespan.
Several of the paintings
are included here and
“Sunday Service in the Field” by will eventually be
displayed in the
Harry A. Davis, WWII
National Museum of the
US Army Museum’s Army Art Gallery.
Plans also currently call for an M38Al Jeep to be featured in
the Korean War exhibit, part of the Museum’s Fighting for
the Nation Gallery. This Jeep will be included in a dramatic
Korean War context, complete with realistically cast and
outfitted figures whose weapons
and personal equipment evoke
both the physical and emotional
experience of “The Forgotten
War.”
Reprinted from Call To
Duty, newsletter of the
Army Historical
Foundation, June 2012
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George Frederick Cole,
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Gene Peeples in Washington, DC
By Gene Peeples, President
My wife and I did a lot of traveling over the past summer.
We attended a ceremony on 18Apr12 at the Korean War
Memorial in Washington D.C., recognizing the service of
the Ethiopian Kagnew Bn that served with the 7th Division
in Korea. At the ceremony five wreaths were placed, one
each by:
♦ Department of Defense
♦ Republic of Korea
♦ Ethiopian Delegation
♦ Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
♦ 7th Infantry Division Association

Gene and Army
CPT Tony Fears,
soon to be
deployed
to Afghanistan.

Meshesha
Assefa and
Gene Peeples

Here are some photos of the ceremony.

The black granite wall is etched with actual photographs of
unidentified American soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Marines.
The five wreaths placed at the Korean
Memorial. The wreath on the far left
is the 7IDA’s wreath. On the concrete
below the wreaths is engraved:
OUR NATION HONORS
HER SONS AND DAUGHTERS
WHO ANSWERED THE CALL
TO DEFEND A COUNTRY
THEY NEVER KNEW
AND A PEOPLE
THEY NEVER MET
1950 - KOREA - 1953

u
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Gene Peeples
and COL David
Clark talking at
the ceremony.

(L to R) COL David Clark, Exec. Dir. of the 60th Anniversary
Korean War Commemoration Committee; SGT Ashenafi
Kebede, Ethiopian Kagnew Battalion veteran; Rev.
Megabe-Haimanot Memher Zebene Lemma, Ethiopian
Orthodox Church in Washington, DC; MAJ Meshesha
Assefa, Ethiopian Kagnew Battalion veteran and recipient
of the Bronze Star for Valor; and MG LEE Seo, Republic
of Korea Military Attache.
Then, in July, we returned to Washington, DC to honor the
American veterans of the Korean War. The event was sponsored
by the Minister of Patriots & Veterans Affairs from the Republic
of Korea, PARK Sung Choon. On the morning of the 27th, the
59th anniversary of the end of the Korean War, there was a
memorial ceremony held at the Memorial Amphitheater of
Arlington National Cemetery. That evening there was a banquet
at the Hotel Sheraton honoring the veterans. There they each
received an Ambassador for Peace Medal from the government
of South Korea and a 60th Anniversary Medallion from the 60th
Anniversary Korean War Commemoration Committee.

The memorial
ceremony at
Arlington
Cemetery.
Photo: Yongjin
Jeon
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Gene & Elaine
Peeples at the
banquet. Gene
is wearing his
60th Anniversary
Medallion.

George & Lillian
Boggs at the
Amphitheater
ceremony.
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Medal of Honor

From the Executive Secretary

Although the Army’s Medal of Honor is 150 years old now,
it wasn’t always the award we think of today. Prior to the
Civil War there were no medals for valorous actions.

Well, time is going by quickly and, before you know it, we
will be seeing each other again in San Antonio at the 2013
Reunion.

In the Civil War 1,522 of the medals were awarded, some
merely for some form of “gallantry as a color bearer.” The
27th Maine Regiment was offered the medal as a bribe to
extend their enlistments. One Captain in the 22d New York
State Militia actually asked that he be awarded one “as a
souvenir of memorable times,” and was given one!

But first, on 10Oct12, the 7th Infantry Division was reactivated
at Fort Lewis, WA , which is now known officially as Joint
Base Lewis-McChord. I wasn’t able to attend personally,
but our President and a few others were able to make it.
Nice to have the old “Hourglass” insignia back on active
status, even if most of the units assigned to the Division will
still be wearing the 2d Division “Indian Head” patch.
Hopefully this reactivation will help our membership
numbers to pick up. Time, unfortunately, is marching on and,
because of the increasing average age of our membership,
we continue to lose members.

As early as 1876 BG Alfred Terry expressed his opinion
that the award should not be given to soldiers who performed
ordinary duties, but rather for acts of valor. In 1917 Congress
tightened the requirements and 911 awards were rescinded.
In July 1918 Congress passed legislation that the medal was
to be awarded to a service member for “distinguishing
himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity” in an
armed conflict with the enemy.

Civil War MoH awarded
to 1LT Henry Clay Wood
for gallantry at Wilson’s
Creek, MO 10Aug61

The current version
of the Army MoH.

To keep our organization going we need to maintain a good
basic membership level. Recruiting new members is
something in which we all need to get involved. So, if you
have any old Army buddies that you’re still in contact with
who aren’t members yet, contact them and sign them up. Let’s
see how long a list we can have in the next Hourglass on the
Recruiting Honor Roll. We have a very good web site, http:/
/7ida.us/index.asp, that gives all kinds of information about
us, including an application form at http://7ida.us/Forms/
7thID.pdf .
I hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. Make your plans and reservations now and I’ll
see you in September at the San Antonio reunion.

The medal is rarely awarded. Of the more than 40 million
veterans who have served since the beginning of the Civil
War, only 3,456 people have received the medal. On 12Oct45
President Truman told a group of 15 recipients that, “I would
much rather have that medal around my neck than to be the
President of the United States.” And GEN George Patton
was heard to say, in 1943, “I’d give my immortal soul for
that decoration.”

John H. (Casey) Stengel
Executive Secretary
712 Griggs St. SW, Grand Rapids,
MI 49503-8051,
(616) 243-7174
<stengeljohn@sbcglobal.net>.
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ACROSS
2 R&R destination during
the Korean War
6 The ____ Division
8 Another name for the
Okinawan islands
12 Month the Korean War
began
13 Battle that began
01Apr45
17 Browning ____ Rifle
18 Fort where Division was
based in 1980’s
20 Doug Halbert’s position
21 Distinctive Unit Insignia
are worn on the ____
23 Nickname of Korean
troops
24 Month the Division went
to Korea in 1945
27 In 1992 the Division
supported civilian
authorities in __
30 Besides Korea, the
other country occupied
by 71D troops
31 General fired by
Truman
33 October 1944 battle
after Kwajalein
35 Nickname of the 32d
Infantry
39 Number of 71D Medal
of Honor recipients
40 Fighting vehicle of the
“new” 71D
43 Last post where Division was decativated
44 Number of Association newsletters yearly
48 The war in Korea was fought under the auspices
of the ____ ____
53 African country that fought with the Division in
Korea
54 Clint Eastwood movie
55 Follicly-challenged battle site
56 The Division was formed in nineteen ____
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1 Camp near Camp Casey
3 Korean occupation landing site
4 Korean troops assigned with US forces
5 155mm artillery piece
7 Nickname of the 17th Infantry
9 National Cemetery in Honolulu and a Korean
battle site
10 The Korean border is the 38th ____
11 First battle location after leaving Hawaii in 1944
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14
15
16
19
22
25
26
28
29
32
34
36
37
38
41
42
45
46
47
49
50
51
52

Dictator captured by 71D in Central America
River that separates N. Korea and China
The Association’s newsletter, The ____
Landing port in southern Korea
Last location of combat service by the Division
Nickname of the 31st Infantry
Gene ____, President of our Association
Month the armistice was signed in Korea
Where the Division went after Attu
The Bridge of __ ____
Joint base where the Division will be reactivated
in 2012
Location where troops were overrun in Korea
1951
Location of battle in May ’43
Division’s “official” song
Geometric named battle location
Porcine battle site
From 1953-71, 71D troops guarded the ____
Zone
Korean battle location named after a Hollywood
starlet
Planned destination of 71D before being
reassigned to the Aleutian campaign
In 1918 the Division got a campaign streamer for
the ____ campaign
City adjacent to Camp Casey
Capitol of Korea
M1 ____ carbine
Need some help? The solution is on Page 34.

Distinguished Unit Badge
In the last issue of The Hourglass Trudy Lusk sent in a letter
requesting information about a “Distinguished Unit Badge”
(DUB) her dad, PFC Robert Good, had been awarded in
1944. At that time neither she nor the Editor was able to
come up what the award actually looked like. Since then we
have been able to find a photo of it, which is shown here. It
was a cloth badge, gold thread on a green background, sewn
on the R sleeve of the uniform, 4” above the cuff. You can
still purchase an original Distinguished Unit Badge cloth
badge using the Internet.
A little history surrounding this award shows that it was
established 26Feb42 by means of Executive Order #9075. It
was to be issued for “heroism in action against an armed
enemy” any time after 07Dec41. To qualify for the award
“the unit must display such gallantry, determination, and esprit
de corps in accomplishing its mission under extremely
difficult and hazardous conditions as to set it apart and above
other units participating in the same
campaign. This act should be equal to that
of an individual who could obtain the
Distinguished Service Cross for it.”
Rarely will a unit larger than a Battalion
qualify for this award.
Distinguished Authorized to be permanently worn by
Unit Badge all members of the cited unit it was
circa WWII. considered an individual decoration, but
only for those members who took part in the cited action.

President's Comments from Page 1
given, along with commemorative medallions. I was able to
hand copies of The Hourglass newsletter to a number of
top-ranking military officials who were in attendance.
Then, in early October we took a trip to Tacoma, WA to
attend the 7th Division reactivation ceremony, which was
held on October 10th at Joint Base Lewis-McChord.
th

I hope all our members will be able to attend our 24 Biennial
Reunion in San Antonio in September. See you there!
Your President,

Gene Peeples

A check with the Army heraldry division revealed that its
name was eventually changed to the Presidential Unit Citation
(PUC) on 03Nov66. Now, instead of a cloth patch sewn on
the sleeve it is an ultramarine blue ribbon in a golden frame
of laurel leaves, as shown here, measuring about 1.375” long.
It is worn above the right breast pocket of the uniform.
Originally it was thought that the DUB
and the PUC were different awards,
but it turns out they are effectively
one and the same. So, it turns out, Ms. The current form
Lusk’s father was awarded the
of the
predecessor of the PUC for his service Presidential Unit
at Attu in 1943.
Citation ribbon.
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Danny McCall’s Time in Korea
1969-70
My experience with the 7th really began in Aug'69 at Ft. Lewis,
WA when I was there for 5 days. On about the third day, I
spied a mountain off in the distance and talked 4 or 5 other
guys into climbing it. We asked a sergeant if there was a bus
or anything that could take us up there. He told us we could,
but that the mountain, Mt. Rainier, was 60 miles away and
we would have to be back that afternoon. So much for that
idea!
On the fifth day my port call came and it was on to Hawaii.
When we landed in Hawaii we were only supposed to refuel
and then proceed on to Japan. As I wandered around, I saw
the biggest goldfish I had ever seen in my life there in a pool
in the terminal...turns out it was a koi. I'd run out of cigarettes
so I got some cigarettes and, two hours later, we were in the
air again. We were supposed to land in Japan for another
refueling, but there was a typhoon or something around Japan
so we landed at Midway Island.
Then it was on to Korea, where we landed at Kimpo Air
Base. The first thing I noticed getting off the plane was the
smell. The next thing was a sand bagged machinegun nest. I
said, "Hey, I was supposed to go to Korea...this must be
Vietnam!" Nope, it was Korea.

at our destination and were put into a tin hut and told someone
would come to get us after we were settled in. They either
forgot about us or the guy that put us there went home but we
never saw him again. The next morning we were
“discovered” and the First Sergeant chewed on us awhile.
Then we were sent to our new assignments - I went as a
radio operator for the FDC (fire direction center), 2 guys
were assigned to A Btry and 1 guy went to B Btry.
The next day the FDC Commo
Section Chief said that they
were going to the field in two
days and he didn't have time to
train me, so I was being
reassigned. A Sp4 with an old
3/4-ton truck picked me up and
took me to B Battery where I
was assigned to 3rd section.
SGT Willey King was the
section chief, CPL "Chunky"
Scults was the gunner, Sp4
Lloyd Craig was the assistant PFC Wright & McCall
gunner, Sp4 Johnnie Armor outside
the
5 th
was #3 and prime mover driver. Howitzer’s door.
PFC "Slo-Mo" Jackson was
the # 1 man, and a KATUSA was our #2 man. I drew my
equipment and a M-14 rifle and, that night, I stowed away
some things and packed up for the field.

L to R: PFC
Lloyd Craig,
PFC Keith
Wright, Sp4
Thomas
Sumrall, PFC
James Brown,
& PFC Danny
McCall.
They loaded us on buses, drove us through Seoul, and
eventually we arrived at the 7th Replacement Detachment at
Camp Casey, where they made sure that all our shot records
were up-to-date and we got paid. 4 of us were assigned to
HHC Btry, 2d Bn, 8th Field Artillery and that afternoon a
deuce and a half showed up to take us there. We shoved all
our belongings into the back and jumped in. After about an
hour driving through the mountains on dirt roads we arrived
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105mm
howitzer
“Bushwacker”
manned by
Craig and
Brown in
June 1970.

The next morning we all loaded up in the back of a 2½ ton
truck. The front half of the bed was filled with 86 rounds of
105mm ammo - the "basic load" that never left the truck.
Behind us we towed a 105mm howitzer.
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McCall and a buddy
out in the cold with the
covered up 105s.

RECOIL!!!!" All we saw was a cloud of dust as he ran away.
We immediately joined him - we were expecting a “cookoff!” From then on Slo-Mo was known as "Reaction Jackson."
I think Camp Parris was located on an east-west road, facing
south, on the side of a mountain we called Easy Queen.
To get to the nearby village of No Pai you could walk on the
rice paddy dikes or walk down the road to another village to
get there. There was a loud 2-cylinder generator in the village
that went on endlessly - "pocka, pocka, pocka." When they
shut it off at midnight, you knew your pass was up. One winter
night some friends and I went there and kinda got a bit(?)
drunk. When the generator shut down, and the lights went
out, we knew we had to make it back fast. We started walking
across the paddies, at times breaking through the ice.
When we got back to our barracks we were wet up to our
knees and very, very cold - but we'd made it on time! After
that we continued through a long, cold winter. We even went
out into the field for training. They don't stop training, or
wars, because of the weather.
In the spring, we were ordered to turn Cp Parris over to the
ROK Army and we moved back to Cp Casey. At Cp Casey
the conditions were much better than at Cp Parris, even though
they put us up in a corner, behind the movie house. We never
went to the field again.

McCall on a hill overlooking some rice paddies.
I learned a lot over the next 3 months about the 105 and we
traded in our M-14s for the new M-16. We lived in tin huts
that didn't even have glass in the windows - it was more like
a heavy screen coated with plastic. It was so cold in the
winter! We only had small space heaters with a 5-gallon can
of diesel fuel hung on the side. It would run out during the
night and everyone would wake up shivering, wondering who
was going to get up and change the can.
Slo-Mo's nickname was soon changed because of an incident
that I caused. We were in the field and, for some reason, I
reached out and tripped the lever that released the firing pin.
It snapped. At the time nobody thought anything about it, if
they even heard it. That afternoon we were supposed to fire
for a general. The assistant gunner pulled the firing lanyard,
jerked open the breechblock, and the whole round slid out.
Just as it slid out, Slo-Mo yelled, "THE S.O.B DIDN'T

The monsoons finally arrived and it rained, and then rained
some more. On the 4th of July we had one of the best firework
displays I have ever seen - mortar crews up on the mountain
must have fired 5,000 rounds of green and red star clusters.
Then it was time for me to DEROS. I've always been curious
to know what happened to B Btry after that.
After a 30-day leave I was assigned to Germany and, when
my time was up, I got out. I am retired now and live right
next to the east firing range of Ft. Sill, OK. Kind of ironic,
since I was not too crazy about being in an artillery unit.
I wouldn't do it again for $10 million, but I wouldn't take
$10 million for the memories either. I am proud to have
served.
Danny McCall
250 Ne Pine Ave.
Elgin, OK 73538
<McCall.Danny@yahoo.com>
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John Naastad's Memoirs
Here are some more photographs taken by John Naastad
during his service with HQ, 7th Inf Div at Camp Casey
from May’56-Jul’57.

7ID HHC church.

7ID band performing at Camp Casey.

HQ & HHC area: 1-Replacement Depot, 2-Medical, 3Theater, 4-Enlisted quarters, 5-Mess, 6-BOQ, 7Company HQ. The 7ID HQ and parade grounds are to
the center L beyond the theater.

The new 7ID chapel under construction.

Korean orphans who performed a skit.
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2 Korean men carrying “A” frames outside a store.

G-1 & G-2 Quonset hut.

An outdoor Korean market, note the large basket of
radishes resting on an “A” frame.
Sunday school at a Korean church.

A Korean church in
Tongduchon.

The roadside scene as 7ID troops were on a CPX.
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"Suicide" continued from Page 17.

Obituaries

Although the Pentagon spends $2 billion (4% of its annual
medical budget) on mental health issues, nothing seems to be
working in this fight against suicide. The Army reported that
there is no way of knowing how well their suicide prevention
program is working, but they feel that without the programs
in place the suicide rate would be 4 times higher.

John W. Casey, 95 of Pinehurst, NC,
passed away on 10Jun12 at his home,
surrounded by his family. A burial mass
was held on 13Jun12 and interment with
military honors followed at St. Anthony
of Padua Cemetery.

If you’d like to read the complete article it is on pp.22-31 of
the 23Jul12 issue of TIME magazine.

John was born on 18Jul16 in Richmond,
CA. He was a proud veteran, serving in the US Army during
WWII. He served, 1940-45, with the 7th Infantry Division
Quartermaster Company at Attu, the Kwajalein Atoll, Leyte,
and Okinawa. He was a 7IDA member and attended the
Branson reunion last year. He is pictured, with his wife Pat,
on p.18 of the Winter 2011 issue and on p.27 of the Summer
2012 issue.

Editor’s note: After this article was written, the military
released their suicide figures for July 2012. The Army
(+216%), Marines (+133%) and Air Force (+300%) all
had dramatic increases over and above their June
numbers. For all 4 services combined there were 44
active duty service members who committed suicide in
July - double June’s toll at a rate of almost 1½ daily!
Solution to 7IDAcentric Crossword on Page 29

He is survived by his loving wife Frances “Pat” Casey;
three step-sons, Michael, Richard and Martin Bailey; and
one step-daughter Michele Illing; and a daughter-in-law,
Susan Casey.
The remains of CPL Clyde Eugene
Anderson of Blanchester, OH, who died
at age 24 in 1950, were finally returned
to the United States after nearly 62 years.
He joined the Army in 1948 and was
assigned to the Medical Company, 31st
Infantry Regiment, 7 th Infantry
Division at the time of his death at the
Chosin Reservoir on 28Nov50. He was
laid to rest with military honors on 12May12 in the
Blanchester IOOF Cemetery.
Photograph published in the May 8th issue of the
Wilmington News Journal, Wilmington, OH
William W. Perkins, of Denham Springs,
LA, who attended the reunion last year,
died on 28May12 at the age of 92.
He is survived by his wife, Eleanor. He
was awarded the Bronze Star, Purple
Heart, Good Conduct, American Defense,
American Campaign, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign, WWII
Victory, and Philippine Liberation medals, the Philippine
Presidential Unit Citation and a CIB for his service in WWII.
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LTC (Ret) Guadalupe A. Martinez

Lupe at the 2011
reunion and as a
young Artillery
officer.
LTC (Ret) Guadalupe A. Martinez, a member of our Board
of Governors, passed away 20Sep12 in San Antonio,TX.
Lupe, as he was known to us in the 7IDA, served with the
57th FA in Korea in 1952. He is survived by his wife of 58
years, Aida, daughters Laurel Jimenez, Marissa Martinez,
and Priscilla Martinez-Gamer, sisters Irma Smith and Olga
Kelly, four grandchildren, three great-grand children, and
numerous cousins, nieces, and nephews.
On Sunday, 30Sep12, there was a rosary and memorial
service at the Alamo Funeral Home in San Antonio. And, on
Monday 01Oct12, there was another memorial service at the
Ft. Sam Houston Main Chapel, followed by interment with
full military honors at the Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery.
Lupe served in WWII in Europe, in Korea, in the Dominican
Republic, and in Vietnam. “Four wars, and I didn’t get hit
once,” he said, “I’m pretty lucky.” After his military career,
he began a career in education and reached the position of
principal of an elementary school. Lupe was also an
accomplished author, and completed his last book shortly
before he died. Lupe was the records keeper for those who
served with the 57th Field Artillery Battalion. He worked
right up until his last day making sure that his roster was upto-date. Lupe was the prime mover in getting 57th FA
members to become a part of the 7IDA.
If you would like to contribute anything, please send donations
in his memory to the Lustgarten Foundation for Pancreatic
Cancer Research, 1111 Stewart Ave, Bethpage, NY 11714.
Their Internet address is: http://lustgarten.org/lupemartinez
If you would like to send condolences to the family, their
address is:
Mrs. Aida Martinez & family
1 Tower Parks Lane #417
San Antonio, TX 78209
<lupeml@satx.rr.com>

Final Taps
We remember those who
ha
v e lef
t our r
ank
s
hav
left
rank
anks
Organization
Co/Bat.
Name
13th Engineer Battalion [C]
*Broader, William E.
HQ
15th AAA Battalion
Riddle, Sam C.
A

Date of Death

2011
5/1/2011

th

17 Infantry Regiment
*Johnson, Richard V. (Dick)I & E & Sv.
Zamora, Gilbert
C
184th Infantry Regiment
*Perkins, William W.

4/1/2012
5/7/2011

K

5/28/2012

31st Field Artillery Battalion
*Boone, R. Dan
Unknown

6/18/2012

31st Infantry Regiment
Francois, Gerard (Jerry) A.
Hansen, Harry E.
Nelson, Albert M.
Shepherd, Thomas F.
*Stanton, Donald R.

Hq
Hq
G
G
Hq

2.24/2012
3/26/2012
10/13/2011
6/25/2012
6/4/2012

31st Reg. Combat Team & 15th AAA Bn
Dietrick, Bruce E.
Unknown

3/10/2010

32nd Infantry Regiment
Friesenhahn, Milton E.
Jordan, Aubrey (Al) L.
Walsh, Henry F.

4/20/2011
6/17/2009
8/17/2011

H
L&M
F

49th Field Artillery Battalion
Akers, John R.

A

2/24/2011

57th Field Artillery Battalion
*Martinez, Guadalupe A.

Hq

9/20/2012

B&D

3/7/2012

Unknown

1/7/2012

Unknown

7/17/2009

7th Quartermaster Co.
*Casey, John W.
Unknown

6/12/12

73rd Tank Battalion
Collins, David S
th

7 Division Band
Ostrander, Tom H.
7th Military Police Co.
Vermillion, Stephen D.

th

7 Signal Co.
*Mauller, Noel G.

Signal

12/22/2011

Total
22
Note: Honored Members identified by an asterisk.
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