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It’s all set! The 2011 Reunion will be held
Sep 29-Oct 2, 2011, in Branson, MO at
The Stone Castle Resort & Conference
Center. The Association has negotiated a
special room rate of $79. 99, double
occupancy. If you want to guarantee your
reservations, it’s never too early to start.
Be sure to tell the reservations person that
you will be attending the 7th Infantry Division Association
reunion to get that rate.
1st VP Gene Richards and I, with our spouses Judy and
Elaine, recently paid a site visit to Branson. We attended
some shows and such, along with a tour of the Military
Museum. It covers all wars, including uniforms and weapons,
and has a nice gift shop. The room rates are the best in
Branson, with the nicest rooms I have stayed in at any
reunion. There will be a free hot and cold breakfast daily
for all members, along with live entertainment, from 6:00
a.m. to 10:00 a.m. We have arranged for two tours on Friday,
September 30th. The tours will include the bus, a show, and
dinner or lunch, which I’m sure everyone will enjoy. I
personally think this will be one of the best reunions ever
for the 7th IDA.
For those members who fly to Branson, no longer do you
have to fly into Springfield. Branson has a new airport
three miles from the hotel, with several airlines from which
to choose. The downside, we found, for those who fly to
Branson is that there are no hotels offering free shuttle
service, and for the Association to arrange transportation
would be prohibitively expensive. The cheapest way
available is to take a taxi to the hotel, and there is the choice
of several taxi companies.
Contined on Page 25.
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We Get Letters
I was thrilled to receive the summer
issue of The Hourglass. I’ve already read
it twice from cover to cover.

members of the 184 th Inf Rgt.
Especially welcome would be hearing
from any members of Co L.

I’m sorry to see that the Grand Ole
184th Inf Rgt seems to be being
forgotten. I only saw 2 different
mentions of the 184th in this last i s s u e .
One was a nice write up and picture of
PVT James Duckworth, who served with Co
E, 2d Bn of the 184th. The other, sadly,
was Alvin Elsea who was listed in the
“Final Taps” section.

George Walkup Carter
PO Box 1691
Oceanside, CA 92051

I was on Leyte in 1944 with Co L, 184th
Inf where I received a Japanese bayonet
wound in the chest. Then, 4 months later
on Okinawa, I received 6 bullet wounds
while still with Co L.

Editor’s note: Doug Halbert, Treasurer & Roster
Manger, checked and found that our Association still
has 33 members who served with the 184th Inf Rgt.
The 184th Inf remains part of the California National
Guard and elements of the unit were activated and
deployed to Iraq in 2005-06 with the 3d Div and in 200809 with the 81st Heavy Bde Combat Team. Elements of
the Rgt were also deployed to Kosovo with the 40th Div
in 2008. Domestically they were used in New Orleans
in 2005 during the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina,
and in Operation Aero Shield for increased airport
security at the San Jose Airport in 2006.

Perhaps, with time, the
ID this crest?
Grand Ole 184th is being
forgotten, but I am quite
With respect to Dave Collins’ letter (p5
sure that should there be any
of the Summer Issue), the hat that Dave
Japanese survivors still alive
was wearing clearly identified him as a
who fought on either Leyte or Okinawa combat veteran of the Korean War - which
they have not forgotten the 184th Inf he was not. I’m not justifying the other
Rgt! I have always been very proud to man’s behavior but before calling him a
have been a member of the 184th.
“jerk” maybe you ought to look at it from
I would like to commend the staff of The
Hourglass for putting out such a wonderful
publication each and every issue. I wish
I could help but I’m 84 and, although
still going, I’m not as strong as in
yesteryears. In appreciation I have
enclosed a check for $50.
I have reason to believe that the 184th
was in Iraq at one time. Is there anyone
out there that can tell me about what the
184th is currently doing?
I would welcome any and all mail from
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his point of view.
As cold as it may have been for Dave
sitting inside that Patton tank in January
1954 - think of what it must have been
like for the guy who was lying in a
frozen rice paddy in January 1953, bearing
not only the cold but the brutal wind as
well while being shot at. It’s possible
he may have a different point of view.
Bob Love
Morganville, NJ
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Five members of the 31st Inf Rgt “Polar
Bears” decided it was time for the Korean
vet to be recognized and donated this
plaque. Charles Land and Leigh Whitbeck
both served with Co K, 31st Inf at the
frozen Chosin, and are two of the few
that escaped. They were in the same platoon
but didn’t know one another until they
met at one of the local VFWs in the late
’80s. Manuel Peralta served with M Co.
in 1951-52, and was also awarded the
Silver Star. Thomas Murray served with
HQ Co, 1 st Bn, 31st Inf in the 60s. Tom is
the one who arranged the $1000.00 donation
from a defunct Korean veteran’s
association to the 7th IDA as reported in
the last issue of The Hourglass. And
yours truly, Bob Heuerman, a BAR-tender
from Charley Co, 31st Inf.

Land and Whitbeck
raise the colors

I was in Korea from May 51-April 52. We
all met Charles and Leigh thru the VFW,
Tom and I met at the 1990 reunion of the
31st Inf at Ft. Sill, and Manny joined us
through an article we had put in the
local newspaper. Tom and I made an
appointment with the local honcho of the
Parks Dept. in Kingman, AZ about putting
up a memorial. There was an idle flag
pole available just looking for something
to do.
The Parks Dept. was very cooperative so
we contacted the local cemetery’s manin-charge with our idea and gave him a
drawing and the wording of what we wanted.
He sent it into his plaque provider and
it was completed. Please note that ALL
Korean
vets are
included
on this
plaque,
not just
the ’5053 boys.

A local contractor
donated all the
cement work, the 2
concrete benches
were from one of
the local statuary
dealers, and the
man
from
the
cemetery set the
plaque into the
cement. One of the
local nurseries
provided
the
memorial with 2
arborvitae which
are quite big 13
years later.

I arranged for the
d e d i c a t i o n
ceremonies.
We
dedicated the plaque
to the City of
Kingman on Veterans
Day, 11Nov97. The
high school provided
4 buglers, and one
of the local food
stores provided most
of the flowers.
Grace
Lutheran
church provided a
Heuerman salutes
pastor and soloist,
the memorial
and provided all the
spiritual participation. It was one of
the most memorable times of my life.
Another was in 1999 when we 5 Polar Bears
hosted the reunion for the 31st Inf Assn,
and had a memorial service at our memorial.
Pro Patria

u

Bob Heuerman
31st Infantry
<cplbobh@myway.com >
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I was a MOS 1505 ammo specialist, 105mm
In May 2010 I visited the Oregon Korean
War Memorial at Wilsonville, OR. Located
at the Wilsonville Visitors Center just
off I-5 at Wilsonville Rd. it is well
kept and a beautiful place to spend a few
hours.
The photo on the right was taken by
photographer M.O. Stevens in 2009, the
others I took that day in May.

Roy Drago
Boardman, OR

I arrived in Korea in May 1953 and was
assigned to Battery C, 49th Field Artillery
Battalion, 7th Inf Div. After a few days
at the Battery’s firing position behind
the Main Line of Resistance, I became a
forward observer (FO) for King Co, 17th
Inf Rgt.
My first week in combat was on Porkchop
Hill. Though there was no full-scale
assault on Porkchop during that period,
there were incoming artillery and mortar
rounds during the day and probes around
the fingers of the hill every night.
One morning the body of a young American
soldier was visible on a knoll 50 yards
from my bunker. He was wearing a flak
jacket but no helmet. No wounds were
apparent as his brown hair fluttered in
the light morning breeze. It turned out
he was the “bait” for an ambush. A patrol
sent out to retrieve the body escaped
the ambush with one casualty, PVT Charles
H. Barker, the BAR man, who stood his
ground and covered their withdrawal.
Barker was awarded the Medal of Honor
posthumously.
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My next assignment as FO was on Outpost
Arsenal, further out in front of the
MLR. During my time there another FO,
from C Battery, was killed in a firefight
in no man’s land not far from Arsenal.
But, as clear as my memories of those
events are, just as clear are those of
the men I served with on the outposts and
MLR. On Porkchop Hill, there was the
Mortar Observer, a corporal who oriented
me expertly when I arrived at the bunker
on Porkchop. On Arsenal, another fine
corporal was supervising Korean service
workers repairing and maintaining the
trenches, dangerous work because of the
irregular, but often accurate, Chinese
mortar fire. A polite cheerful young man,
he was killed by a mortar round.
Our job, should there be a major attack
on Porkchop, was to move up the rear
slopes of the hill to reinforce the
defenders. Knowing that the Chinese had
plotted every yard of our sector as
thoroughly as we had plotted their front
lines and rear areas, I asked how many of
us could be expected to reach the trenches
of Porkchop. They answered calmly, “ About
25%.”
One night, I was with two Lieutenants
from King Company in a squad tent behind
Porkchop Hill. They showed me pictures
of their wives and small children, and
had fun trying to plug a leak in our
tent. Both of them, their Company
Commander, and many others were killed
soon after in the final battle for
Porkchop.
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No one who has served with the 7th Infantry
Division will be surprised when I say I
am humbly grateful to have been a member
of the 7th during those last months before
the Truce was agreed upon in Korea. I
have never met braver men than those I
worked with at the front.
Time has shown that what South Korea,
the United States, and our Allies did in
Korea has been lasting and worthwhile.
The price was grievous and should never
be forgotten.
Maurice H. Cohen
Charleston, SC

In reference to Mr. Collins’ letter in
the Summer ’10 issue of The Hourglass, I
personally believe anyone that has served
in Korea should be recognized. We must
remember the war is still going on, there’s
just not as much shooting now. I’m quite
sure all of our buddies on the DMZ since
1953 earned their places as Korea
veterans.
What is a veteran? I would say it was
ANYONE that has put in their time. I wear
what I have earned and I’m damn proud of
it.
I’ve heard that “back in our day” it
always took 10 GIs to keep an infantryman
going. I would say Mr. Collins would
certainly qualify. Riding a tank is
certainly not the best way to travel.
Pro Patria
R.H. Heuerman
31st Infantry
<cplbobh@myway.com>

After a month as a FO, I was ordered down
from the Hill to work as Battalion Motor
Officer, a position I had held at Camp
Rucker, AL, before receiving my overseas
orders.

u
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In reference to a letter in the Summer
2010 Hourglass written by Dave Collins,
73rd Tank Battalion:

We were even used in a blocking position
at one time, along with the 7ID band. We
must have been really short-handed at
that time!

His unfortunate experience of being
confronted by a so-called “real” Korean
veteran is appalling. The last thing we
need in this country is a “holier than
thou” attitude. Unless you’re a career
person, military service is a sacrifice
regardless of where and when you serve.
I happened to have been in Korea from
01Jan53-Sep53 and, yes, I was in combat
serving as an infantryman with the 31st
Inf in the Iron Triangle. I have belonged
to the American Legion for 40 years and
am a life member and past commander of
the VFW. Most of my military friends
have never seen combat or even served
during combative times. I do not feel
that I am any better than them. Dave, I’m
sorry you had that negative experience.
Here is a link to an account of my last
days on the front line:
www.koreanwar-educator.org/memoirs/
spring/
Norm Spring
Co. A, 31st Infantry
7th Division

Mercier ready to
make his rounds.

Mercier (on the left)
working on a truck.

Mercier,
Ray Shelly,
Bruce and
Jack Hilton.

Home, Sweet Home. No floor and
“colder than a boulder.”
Mercier having just
changed a transfer
case on the jeep.

Here are a few pictures from my time in
Korea. I was with Co A (Fwd), 707th
Ordnance Maintenance Battery. We were
the platoon attached to the 32d Inf Rgt
Service Co. It has been a while but I
believe I was in Korea from about July
’52 until about Aug ’53. We got 4 points
per month so I left with 52.5 points.
I know we had it a lot better than the
line troops but still our equipment was
WWII vintage and we had to work outside
with little shelter in winter and summer.
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CPL Ellis Mercier
Oconto, WI
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Just a comment on the Ruptured Duck…it
did not end in Dec. 1946. My first
discharge was in March 1948 and they put
it on my Ike jacket, where it remains to
this day. I am proud of it, and the
complete uniform.
I must be getting old, I knew 4 men
listed in the Final Taps section Swanson, McKenna, Moore & Lewandoski.

Winter 2010

Editor’s note: To see photographs of the Korean War
with the types of boots in use at that time go to:
http://blogs.denverpost.com/captured/2010/06/17/onwar-korean-war-60th-anniversary/2125/
The green, Class A uniform was issued to existing troops
starting in 1953-54, but after late 1957 it was the only
Class A uniform authorized for wear. The green color
(shade 44) was adopted in order to provide a color
distinct from that of the other military services.
It is scheduled to be totally discontinued by 2014, to be

Paul Zaiser
Cedar Falls, IA
Treasurer’s note: Research found the Ruptured Duck
was issued for honorable service between 08Sep39
and 31Dec46, regardless of when the service member
was discharged. Veterans entering service on 01Jan47
or later are not authorized to display this award.
In the articles in the Summer issue about
parts of the uniform a couple things
caught my eye. Leather (not synthetic)
double buckle, rough out combat boots
were used in the 1951-53 period; and the
full, lace up, black-type boots similar
to “jump boots” were issued much before
1957. I had zippers put into mine for
quicker on/off. I can verify this
personally, having been issued both types
during 1952-54 while serving with the
7th Inf Div in Korea. I served as a
rifleman, BAR man, 30 Cal. light machinegunner and, eventually, as the Division
Photo Section Chief.
Also, the green, Class A uniform was
available long before 1957. I know because
I used my scrounging skills to get them
for the Photo Section personnel and myself
in 1953. They were supposed to be issued
to officers first and then finally to
enlisted personnel.
Ex-SGT Samson Rosenfeld
<samatcli@att.net>

replaced by the blue uniform shown here, that has a
dark blue coat and lighter blue trousers, closely
resembling the old “dress blues” uniform. I guess the
Army wants to look like the Marine Corps. If you’re
interested in learning more about this topic go to: http:/
/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_Service_Uniform

I was drafted on 08Nov68 and took my
Basic Training at Fort Bragg, N.C., and
then Advanced Infantry Training at Fort
Polk, LA.
I fully expected to go to Vietnam but,
instead, was deployed to the Republic of
South Korea in May’69. When I arrived in
Korea, I was sent to Camp Casey. There I
was told I would serve a 14-month tour of
duty, and that South Korea was in a state
of emergency due to a lot of hostile
incidents along the DMZ. I was assigned
to the 2d Pltn, Co C, 3d Bde, 1st Bn, 17th
Inf, 7th Inf Div, a mechanized unit, at
Camp Kaiser. The DMZ was considered a
hostile-fire area so we got combat pay.

u
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as a Specialist, Fourth Class. Eventually
I was honorably discharged in 1974, and
received the Armed Forces Expeditionary
Medal and, later, the Korean Defense
Service Medal.

My memories of Korea include hot, dry
summers and piercing cold winters. The
wind was bitter and the terrain was rugged
near the DMZ - all black, without any
green foliage. Normally we had maneuvers
during the day and then went on patrol at
night, with live rounds in our M-16s. I
remember sleeping with my rifle in a
dried-up riverbed in the bitter cold.
One day we came across a hooch with
Russian-made weapons inside, e.g. AK47s,
rocket launchers, etc.

In 2007, because I served in the DMZ, I
was tested for Agent Orange exposure
because I suffer from Type II diabetes.
(Editor:See related article in this issue on page ??.)
I am proud to have served in Korea and I
honor all veterans of Korea.

We were always on the lookout for North
Koreans trying to infiltrate the DMZ. We
were in the field on an extremely cold
day when a Korean boy appeared wearing
only slippers, a thin white shirt and
pants. Back at Kaiser, a North Korean
MIG flew over us and dropped propaganda
leaflets. There were other incidents where
the 2 d and 7 th Divisions ran into
firefights in the DMZ.

John Rdensinski
Philadelphia, PA

I was a MOS 1505 ammo specialist, 105mm
howitzer, 3rd Section, 49th Field Arty Svc
Btry during the Korean War.

One summer day, while on maneuvers, I
was running across a rice paddy when I
pulled something in my right leg. The
next day, I went to the aid station at
Kaiser where they put a plaster cast on
my right leg for about six weeks. Evidently
it didn’t heal correctly because I’ve
had problems with that leg to the present
day.
While at the aid station I saw the
aftermath of an accident where a Sergeant
from the 2/17th Inf had his arm torn up by
the tracks of an armored personnel
carrier. There was another soldier in
the aid station who had died in an
accident. They had a blanket over him
and all you could see were his shiny
boots. He had only been in Korea for 4
days.
My DEROS (Date Estimated to Return from
OverSeas) from Korea was 10Jun70. I left
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I include an edited copy of Special Orders
143 (next page), dated 23May51, granting
174 soldiers in Korea 5 days R&R in Japan.
My Battalion Cmdr was # 9, I am # 71.
That R&R caused me nothing but grief,
but it did earn me five more days getting
back to my unit hitch hiking and walking
from Pusan to Chechon-ni close to the
38th parallel. I did appreciate the rides
on tanks, VTRs, trucks, jeeps and an
ambulance. I got an exchange of clothing,
from Class-A ODs to clean fatigues, got
a shower at one place and, at another,
caught a terrible case of crabs. I always
was able to get a good hot meal at night
and a place to bed down in a tent. I
always prayed for the safety of all who
befriended me.
When I finally reached my unit, in early
June, the 1SGT really raked me over the
coals and demoted me from CPL to PVT. In
a hail of cuss words he told me to, “Get
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the CPL stripes off
your uniform and bring
them to me NOW! Then
get your ass back here
for work detail!” All
I could think of was,
“How do I tell my Mom
I got busted?” I was
really down in the
pits.
I went back to the CP
for my work detail and
everyone was standing
around with big “shiteatin” grins. The 1SGT
was holding a fatigue
shirt with SGT stripes
already sewn on. The
1SGT says, “Get this
shirt on before I turn
you in for being AWOL.”
I was never so glad to
see a bunch of guys in
all my life. What a way
to get promoted!
David H. Peterson
Hitchcock, TX 77563
Treasurer’s note: 4 other
active members of the
Association were found to be
listed on this set of orders and
were provided copies of the
orders. Those members are:
David Tate #4, Ernest
Eldridge #22, Clark Martin
#48, and Robert Gault #133.
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I found the story of the Sep’45 Inchon
landing and the 1945-46 Korean Occupation
narrative in the last issue of The
Hourglass (Summer’10) to be especially
interesting.
Upon arrival on Okinawa in June’45, I
was a 7ID replacement soldier assigned
to Co. B, 13th Engineer Combat Battalion.
The combat action had pretty well ended
by that time and our duties were primarily
maintaining the dirt roads.
In August, following the end of the war
celebrations (which were dangerous due
the firing of every weapon conceivable),
our Bn, without its heavy road equipment,
boarded an APA (Auxiliary, Personnel,
Attack) transport ship for somewhere.
Everyone thought it would be Japan.
Arriving off Inchon on 05Sep45 in a large
armada, we sat onboard until about noon
08Sep45 before debarking down the nets
to a landing craft. As I recall it, our
LCP was in the seventh wave that went
ashore and, as the tide was pretty high
by that time, our clambering up the wall
was not too difficult. The Japanese
garrison, as the previous writer stated,
was there in uniform standing at
attention. But our Bn CO must have known
this beforehand as our officers instructed
us to pay no attention to their presence.
B Company and the other Battalion
Companies marched to what I assume was a
stadium ball field to bivouac for the
night.

The Korean Occupation narrative was very
similar to my memories of occupation duty.
B Co. was assigned to coordinate functions
with the 32nd Inf Rgt, which was assigned
to the 38th parallel area and eastward
over to the Korean Pacific coast.
Sometime around the beginning of the 1900s
a railroad had been planned to connect
the two Korean coasts, from Seoul to
Samchok. The tunnels thru the mountains
had been completed but the railroad tracks
had never been laid, so we were told.
Therefore the tunnels were used as roads
connecting the two coasts. B Co. was
busy improving the roads that connected
these two places, along with building
roads along the east coast.
The Army, at that time, used the “point
service system” to regulate rotations
and discharges. As replacements arrived
from the States longer-term soldiers were
sent home and my time came in Sep’46.
As a WWII veteran I missed the Korean War
but, because of my previous service in
Korea, I was thought to be an authority
on Korea by those at home.
Frank J. White
Co B, 13th Engineer Battalion
7th Infantry Division
<puttinggreen@mac.com>

The next day we boarded a Korean steam
train for Seoul, and then made a long
march to a former Japanese Army garrison
which, due its condition, could not be
occupied. We lived in pup tents and ate
C-rations for at least a month.
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Seekers Pages
Posted on 7IDA bulletin board
I am looking for anyone who might have known my dad,
Corporal Santiago “Pancho” Lopez. He served during the
Korean War from the Inchon landing until sometime in late
1951. He was with D Company, 17th Inf Rgt. Thanks for
any information.
Mark Lopez
No contact info?

My brother, PFC Robert M. Henry, was listed as MIA on
11Jul53 near Pork Chop Hill and then later, 12Jul54, was
listed as KIA under a category called “presumptive finding
of death” by the Dept. of the Army. He was serving with I
C o,3d Bn, 32d Inf at the time he disappeared.
The North Koreans returned 866 bodies in 1954 and then an
additional 208 caskets with remains in 1990-94, but they
have never been identified. I would ask that you support
efforts to get our government to identify all the remains we
currently have, and to not sign any peace treaty with North
Korea until such time as they return all the remains they still
hold. For more details please go to:
http://www.MissingPresumedDead.com.

Winter 2010

In April 1945, I was a replacement on Okinawa with F
Company, 187th Regiment, 7 th Division, assigned to a fourman mortar squad. A couple of months later two of the squad
members were killed and I was wounded. I would like to
locate the other survivor who went by the nickname, “SGT
Bloody.”
Does anyone out there remember him? I realize that the odds
of locating “SGT Bloody” are not very good, but it is worth
a try.
Gerald R. Patterson
<jerryp@oslc.org>
After 60 years it may be too late, but I am looking for any
surviving members of A Btry, 57th FA, 7th Division who
served at the Chosin Reservoir in Nov-Dec 1950. I am
looking for someone who can tell me what happened on
06Dec50. My cousin, SFC Billy James Allen, was killed
that day and his remains were never recovered. I was only 2
years old when that happened, but all my life I have heard
rumors of how he died but nothing was ever confirmed.
Also, I’d be interested in any photos of the Battery that
anyone might be willing to share. Thanks.
Bill Posson
RM1(SS) USN (ret)
<bposs@ruraltel.net>

On the right is a photograph of my brother’s Basic Training
unit taken 24Oct52 at Ft. Devens, MA before he deployed to
Korea. He is in the top row, 2 d from the
right (circled in the photo). If any of
your readers recognizes anyone in this
photo please contact me.
Patricia A.H. Arnold
271 Whetstone Dr.
Barren Spgs, VA 24313
Editor’s note: Ms. Arnold's initial
letter was published in the Summer
’08 issue ofThe Hourglass on pages
13-14.
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Can anyone tell me the name of the compound where 7ID
HQ was stationed at in Seoul, Korea 1948?
Don Richards
<djrich10@aol.com>
Response posted on Assn website Bulletin Board.
31st Compound is the only name I can remember this being
called. I was a Machine Gun Section Leader in B Co, 31st
Inf from May 1948 until the 7th Div left Korea. I was then
assigned to the 5th RCT. The 31st Compound was an old
Japanese barracks, made of brick, left over from WWII. Each
barrack held two Companies. There was no indoor plumbing
and only occasionally electricity, as all electricity came from
No. Korea. The kitchen was also outside.

Posted on 7IDA web site bulletin board.
My father, Nicholas Cruz Adriano, was in the service from
1941-45. According to his discharge paperwork his duty
assignment was that of a light machine gunner. He earned a
Bronze Star that was awarded in the 1980s, after his actions
were recognized in the early 60s. My question is, does anyone
know what action it was that earned him the Bronze Star?
He was not given a Purple Heart so that tells me he was
never wounded. From what I have gathered his squad, since
he was a sergeant, might have all died during the incident.
Can someone help me with the actual event?

In 1948 the barrack behind B Co. burned to the ground in
about twenty minutes. One soldier lost his life in the fire. We
used diesel fuel to make the floors shine, and the walls were
insulated with straw, which is why the building burned so
fast. They were really death traps. There was also a large
parade ground in front of the barracks and a theater was at
one end of the parade ground.

Thank you,

Alton Rogers
No contact info?
From Doug Halbert, Roster Manager
According to my records, the main Japanese military post
was at Yonson and the Americans took it over at the time of
surrender in late 1945. Yonson became the largest military
post in Seoul but has now been turned over to the South
Koreans. The 7ID was headquartered there during the early
days of the occupation. It is still a military post today and is
across the street from the Korean Military Museum - a very
large complex.
It also had its shady side as it was just west of Itaewon, the
“red-light” district in the 40s and 50s. Itaewon is now a
bustling shopping center with its own subway station.
The ladies of the night are gone.
Doug Halbert
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Stone Castle Hotel & Conference Center
3050 Green Mountain Drive, Branson, MO 65616
Toll-free: (800) 800-667-6906 Front Desk: (417) 335-4700
Fax: (417) 335-3906

Arrival
• The major airport for Branson is the Springfield/Branson National airport. This airport is about 57 miles north of the
hotel. The drive is about one hour and 15 minutes. There are shuttle and taxi services available at the Springfield/Branson
National Airport.
There is also a smaller regional airport near Branson which is south of the city about 18 miles. The airport is served by
AirTrans, SunCountry, Express & Frontier Airlines from a number of mid-west and southern major airports. Shuttle and taxi
services are provided by Branson Grayline.
If you are driving, Branson is between East-West Interstate Routes 40 and 44 and is on US Route 65 which is the NorthSouth connector between the two Interstates. You RV’ers will be allowed to park your vehicles in the back lot of the hotel.

Friday Showtime (Tours)
• You will notice that we have arranged for two show tours on Friday, September 30th. At this time we do not know who
the entertainers will be. There will be one tour starting mid-morning and will include lunch. The other tour will start lateafternoon and include dinner. You can sign up for both tours and you are encouraged to do so. It is anticipated that we will
have definitive information about the entertainers in time to publish that information on both the web site and in the Summer
2011 Hourglass. We encourage you to sign up for the tours as early as possible. If, once you learn who or what the
entertainment will be, you decide that you are not interested, you may cancel your tour reservation and you will be entitled
to a full refund so long as you cancel by no later than September 16, 2011.

Reunion Schedule
• We anticipate arrivals on Thursday, September 29th. The Registration desk and hospitality room, located in the Knights
Room, will open for business at 2:00 PM. Snacks and beverages provided by the Association. Light hors d’oeuvres will be
provided by the hotel. Friday will be entertainment day. You are on your own for the full day. The hospitality room will be
open all day for those that want to relax and “talk story.” On Saturday morning the hospitality room will be closed until
Board of Governors meeting is completed. That should be around 11:00 AM. The hospitality room will also be used for the
General session on Saturday afternoon. As in the old west, the bar will be closed during the meeting! The reunion banquet
will be held in the Stonehenge Room commencing at 6:00 PM. The Memorial Service will be held on Sunday morning in the
Knights Room after we have finished breakfast. Don’t forget that you have a complimentary breakfast every morning.
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Doug,
This didn't come out at all well. Can you send
it as a PDF or a screen shot graphic?
7th Infantry Division Association
23rd Reunion Registration Form
Stone Castle Resort & Conference Center, Branson, MO – 9/29/11 to 10/2/11
Name:
Address:
City, State & ZIP
Phone #
Spouse / Guest(s)

Scheduled Event

eMail

Description & Cost

Quantity (Even if there is no cost, we need a head-count)

Total(Quantity X Cost)
Thursday – Reception

Light hors d’oeuvres provided by the Stone Castle – Soft drinks, beer & wine provided by the

$0.00

Association

Friday — Tours

AM tour consisting of transportation, show and lunchCost $50.00 per person
Evening tour consisting of transportation, show and dinnerCost $50.00 per person

Saturday Banquet

Combination of Medallions of Beef and Herbed Chicken with salad, vegetables, breads, dessert, coffee

and tea.$40.00 per person

Registration Fee

To defray miscellaneous reunion costs

$10.00 per person

2011-2013 Dues
Pay your dues now and avoid the rush
$30.00
Total Amount remitted (your check or money order number ________________)Date Mailed:
____________________

$

Special Note about gratuities: All cost figures include gratuities for meal service personnel and tour drivers.
It is Suggested that you complete this form but instead of tearing it out of the newsletter, make a copy of the completed
form and mail it along with your check to:
Doug Halbert, Treasurer7th Infantry
Division Association518 Hilinai St.Wailuku, HI 96793-9426
Let the completed form in your Hourglass
serve as your file copy of the transaction. That way all of the reunion information will be in one place.
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7th Infantry Division Association - Hotel Reservation Form
Stone Castle Hotel & Conference Center, Branson, MO
3050 Green Mountain Drive, Branson, MO 65616
Toll-free: (800) 800-667-6906 u Fax: (417) 335-3906 u Front Desk: (417) 335-4700
Centrally located to all area theaters and attractions. Moon River Theater, Titanic Museum, Jim Stafford Theater,
Hollywood Wax Museum, Haygood Theater, Starlite Theater, Clay Cooper Theater, Carvelle Theater, Hughes Brothers
Theater, Table Rock Lake, Showboat Branson Bell and many others. Check-in time is 2:00 PM and Check-out time is
11:00 AM. The hotel does not generally grant requests for “late check-out.” The special 7th Infantry Division rates apply
five days before and five days after the reunion.

Reunion Dates: September 29 – October 2, 2011 – Conference ID# 124200
Name: ________________________________________ Sharing room with____________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City, State & ZIP: __________________________________________________________________
Phone: (

)

Arrival Date:

. eMail:

.

. Departure Date:

.

Number of Rooms: _____ Number of persons per room _____ Handicap Access: r Yes

r No

Preferences: r Single Queen/King r Two Queen-size Beds r Jacuzzi Suite ($129.99) r Handicapped
Please provide reservation confirmation by: r Postal

r eMail

Rates: Special 7th Infantry Division rate of $79.99 plus tax (11.6%) – double occupancy, except as noted for the Jacuzzi Suite.
These rates include a hot breakfast including scrambled eggs, biscuits & sausage gravy and waffles.
NOTE: This is a NON-SMOKING property. No smoking in your rooms. There is an outdoor gazebo for smokers.
Cut-off date for guaranteed rate: Reservations must be submitted before July 29, 2011. Reservation requests received after this
date will be processed on a space and rate availability basis.
Cancellation policy: Reservations require payment of the first day of stay at the time of reservation by either credit card or
check. Should a cancellation become necessary, a refund will be granted provided the cancellation is received by at least
September 25, 2011.
Credit card information: (Reservations cannot be confirmed without a valid credit card or payment for first night)

r AMEX

r VISA

r Master Card

r Discover Card

Credit Card Number:

. Exp. Date:

/

. Verification Code:

Name on the card:____________________________________________
Signature:
. Date signed:
.
Submit this form to Group Sales Dept., Stone Castle Resort & Conference Center, 3050 Green Mountain Dr.,
Branson, MO 65616-3814, FAX it to the number above or make your reservation by phone using the numbers above.
TO BE COMPLETED BY HOTEL
With pleasure we confirm your reservation: Confirmation #____________________ Signature______________________________
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I have no more Reunion Info. Please advise.
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Treasurer’s Report

From Your Treasurer

Operating Statement

We continue to keep our financial head above water - much
to the generosity of our members. It is most rewarding to
observe our “Honored” members, who no longer pay dues,
voluntarily sending contributions for the Booster Fund. It
proves the mettle of our constituency!

10/1/2009 through 3/31/2010 (Cash Basis)
INCOME
Donations Received
Booster .................................................... 502.00
Postage ...................................................... 36.50
TOTAL Donations Received .................... 538.50
Dues Income
2009-11 ................................................ 9,510.00
TOTAL Current Dues Income ................ 9,510.00
Dues in Reserve
2011-13 ................................................... 915.00
2013-15 ................................................... 240.00
2015-17 .....................................................
30.00
K
R
A
M
2017-19 .....................................................
30.00
E
PLAinCReserve ....................... 1,215.00
TOTAL Dues
Interest Income ............................................... 186.33
Other Income ................................................... 90.00
Quartermaster Sales .................................... 2,000.67
TOTAL INCOME ................................... 13,540.50
EXPENSES
Computer
Maintenance ............................................ 480.00
Web Site .................................................. 570.00
TOTAL Computer ................................. 1,050.00
Honorarium - Board Authorized
Executive Secretary ................................. 500.00
Hourglass Editor ..................................... 500.00
Quartermaster .......................................... 500.00
Treasurer ................................................. 500.00
TOTAL Honorarium - Board Authorized 2,000.00
Hourglass
Postage ...................................................... 44.98
Other Hourglass .................................... 6,210.00
TOTAL Hourglass................................. 6,254.98
Merchandise Inventory ................................... 863.56
Office Expenses
Quartermaster Supplies ............................ 101.48
Stationery & Envelopes ............................. 36.97
Office Expenses ......................................... 21.93
TOTAL Office Expenses .......................... 160.38
Postage
Executive Secretary ..................................... 6.24
HG Editor ................................................... 4.95
Quartermaster .......................................... 259.00
Treasurer ................................................. 360.00
TOTAL Postage ....................................... 630.19
TOTAL EXPENSES ......................... 10,959.11
OVERALL TOTAL ........................................ 2,581.39

We lost about 200 members from the active roster this year
because of non-payment of dues but some of them are getting
themselves re-instated. That is also encouraging.
I did institute a new procedure in an effort to improve the
accuracy of our Roster and properly honor those who pass
away. When a member graduates to “Honored” status, I send
the member a letter welcoming him to the “Honored” ranks,
advising him of his new dues exempt status, a plastic
laminated permanent membership card and a self-addressed
Continued on Page 25

Balance Sheet - as of 3/31/2010
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts
7th IDA Checking 4-150740 ......................... 11,067.59
CD 21888..................................................... 2,317.35
CD 21987..................................................... 2,322.36
CD 22365.....................................................
2,318.99
K
R
A
M
E
CD 22886.....................................................
2,305.04
PLAC
CD 23009.....................................................
2,297.97
CD 23108..................................................... 2,264.92
CD 23124..................................................... 2,204.75
CD 23199..................................................... 2,188.78
Money Market - 3273310744 ....................... 11,053.17
Petty Cash - Quartermaster ............................... 300.00
TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts ..............40,640.92
TOTAL ASSETS ............................................40,640.92
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
LIABILITIES
Other Liabilities
Pending Reimbursement .................................. 0.00
TOTAL Other Liabilities ................................. 0.00
TOTAL LIABILITIES ..................................... 0.00
EQUITY..........................................................40,640.92
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY ................40,640.92
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The Quartermaster’s Store
http://7ida.us/

Caps

Bolo Ties

The official “bill cap” for the
Association. They come in red,
white or black and one size fits
all. Please specify color.
$11.00 each

Small - $12.00, Large - $18.00
Specify S or L

7th IDA Tie Bar

7th IDA Decals

$9.00 each

4½" or 2¾” diameter
Please specify size.
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00

Dog Tag Key Ring

Crests $7.00 each

Brass Dog Tag Key Ring
$8.00 each

7th IDA Key Ring
$8.00 each
31st Infantry
Regiment

17th Infantry
Regiment

Lapel Pin

32nd Infantry
Regiment

$3.50 each

"Serving America for 75 Years"
7th Division 75th Anniversary commemoration book.
Division history and 7IDA members’ biographies.
184 pages, leather-bound. 1997 Revised Edition
$40.00 each

CD of 1954 7th ID Yearbook
Originally printed by Division Command.
Scanned into an Adobe Acrobat Reader
PDF file for computers.
$15.00 each
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Military Black Belt

Unit Pins

Black web belt with brass
military 7th Inf. Div. belt buckle.
$14.00 each

The authorized 7th Inf.
Div. unit pins. One is
worn on each epaulet.
$4.50 each

7th IDA Cloth Patch

Order of the Bayonet Pin

$3.00 each

$9.00 each

Hat Pins
$3.50 each

Dress Hourglass Patch
$4.00 each, 2 for $7.00

Souvenir Brass Coin
7th Inf. Div. (Light), 1980’s & 90’s,
1½" diameter. Illustration shows
the obverse and the reverse.
$3.00 each

7th IDA Challenge Coin

Tee Shirts

1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces.
Obverse is red, white and black
enamel w/clear epoxy coating.
Reverse is red, black and bronze.
1 coin - $10.00; 2 coins - $18.00
5 coins - $40.00;10 coins - $70.00

Bumper Sticker $3.00 each

Grey only (S, M, L, XL or XXL)
$12.00 each

Packing & shipping is included in the prices. Be sure to
state any color & size choices in your order. Make your
check for the total cost of all items, payable to:
“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:
7th Infantry Division Association
Robert Hoxsie, Quartermaster
30 Mapleview Drive
Cranston, RI 02920-3110
Tel: 401/946-9967
Note: All profits from the Quartermaster’s Store go into
the Association Treasury and are used for the betterment
of the Association.
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Membership Application Form
Please TYPE or PRINT clearly.
Name:

Last Name

First

Middle

.

Sex:

o

o

Male

Female

Address:

.
Street, RR, or PO Box
City

Status: oVeteran

Apartment #
State

9 Digit Zip Code

.

Country

oWidow(er) of Veteran oChild (Grandchild) of Veteran oSupporter

Spouse’s Name:

.

(or nearest kin)

Phones: (
)
Home

(

)

(
)
Business

Cell

_

(
Fax

)

_ ,

eMail Address:

.

Name and relationship of person who served with the Division:

.

The following information relates to the person who served with the Division:

Military:
Assignment
With 7th ID from:

.
Platoon

Company

Troop

.To:

Battalion

Battery

Regiment

_

Highest Rank:

DOB:

Brigade

/

/

.

Overseas Assignments, Major Battles, Awards, Decorations and Service Medals:
If more space is required to complete this question, please use a separate sheet of paper and attach to this form.

.
.
.
_
Applicant’s Signature

Date of Application

Biennial dues are $30.00 payable July 1 st in the odd year.
If you are joining in an even year, your initial dues are $15.00
which pays you up to June 30th of the following, odd year.

Please mail the completed form and your check to:
7th Infantry Division Association
518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

Recommended By 7th IDA Member:
Name:
Address:

New Members are immediately placed on our mailing list and receive a Membership Card, a 7th IDA lapel
pin, a 7th IDA auto decal, a copy of our Constitution and By-laws, and a current copy of The Hourglass.
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Editor’s Perspective
One of the letters I received about whether Dave Collins is a
real veteran of Korea chided me for not being more “discrete”
in my use of language because I referred to the offended
1950-53 veteran as a “jerk.” Let me assure you all that I was
very discrete in the manner in which I referred to that person.
My personal opinion of the man would use a much more
forceful expression that is not appropriate for publication in
this newsletter.
Anyone, especially a fellow veteran, denigrating the military
service of another veteran is despicable. It was bad enough
the way my fellow comrades were treated by the civilian
population when they returned from their service in Vietnam,
but such treatment by a fellow veteran is beyond shameful.
Doug Halbert summed up my feelings: “It doesn’t matter if a
person served between 1945-June 1950, June 1950-July
1953, or July 1953 until today - we are all veterans of Korea.
The Korean War has not ended - there is only an armistice!
Korea was just as cold, windy, and uncomfortable after July
1953 as it was before. Many men have lost their lives there
since that time. Anybody who believes he is ‘holier than
thou’ because he served during the time of active hostilities
just does not get it.”
I would like to apologize to Floyd Wells for identifying him
as “Frank” in the Letters section of the last issue on p13.
Don’t know how/why I changed his name, but I somehow
did and it made it into print. Sorry Floyd!
A special “thank you” goes out to George Walkup Carter
for his donation of $50, given in appreciation of The
Hourglass.
The 2011 reunion information is now “official” and can be
found in this issue. Hopefully there will be a good turnout in
Branson.
I hope you enjoy this issue. As always, keep those letters,
photos and emails coming - they are what keep your newsletter
interesting.
Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor
<hourglass@7ida.us>
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My Time as a Lightfighter

CPL Kelly Hopkins, A
Btty, 2/62 d ADA, Ft.
Hunter Ligget

By Kelly Hopkins
I was assigned to the 3rd Platoon, 761st Chemical Co, 14th
Engineer Bn, 7 th Infantry Division (Light), from 1989-91,
at Fort Ord, CA. In 1989 I was at Travis Air Force Base
waiting for a flight to Panama during Operation Just Cause
but, before we could fly out, we had to assist the Air Force
in flying out the 9th Regiment (Manchus) and the 17th Regiment
(Buffalos) troops. When at last it was our turn to fly out, they
told us it was over and that we were going back to Ft. Ord.
We never left the ground.
3d Platoon
barracks of
the
761 s t
Chem Co at
Ft. Ord

In August 1990, the 761st was called up for Desert Shield.
Once in Saudi Arabia, we were reassigned to the 101st
Airborne Division. There the 3rd Pltn deployed north and
conducted training to prepare the 101st Div for chemical
warfare. Before the ground war started the Company moved
north with the 101st Div a mile or so from the Iraqi border
and waited for what we believed was going to be all out
chemical warfare. The expected chemical war did not
happen, although the
detection alarms
went off a number of
times, and it was over
just after it started.

761 equipment in
the Persian Gulf,
Feb’91
st
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The Company then
deployed south and I was
temporarily assigned to
the 18th Airborne Corps
Port Support Activity.
There I assisted in redeploying our equipment back to Ft.
Ord and in moving all the captured Russia equipment back
to the States.
A Saudi
Arabian
National
Guardsman
with captured
Russian
equipment.
In June 1991, I was finally put on a plane and flown back to
Ft. Ord, finding it, not surprisingly still wrapped in fog. In
October 1991, I was released from the 761st and assigned to
A Battery, 2/62 Air Defense Artillery, as their Nuclear
Biological Chemical NCO. Once there I was finally allowed
to wear the 7th Infantry Patch, which I wore proudly.
After winning a spot at Air Assault School by completing a
25 mile road march in 5 hours and 2 minutes, I completed
the course and obtained the Air Assault Badge from the 7th
Div Air Assault School, becoming one of the first Chemical
branch soldiers to receive the school’s award. 1SG Stanley
Davis and CPT Scott Donaldson then promoted me to
Corporal.
In May 1992, the Battery was called up for the Los Angeles
riots. We stayed in a city maintenance complex near a park
but were not allowed to leave the complex. Once back at Ft.
Ord, I finished my duties as a NBC NCO by fielding the
M40 Protective Mask for the Division and instructing NBC
classes at Ft. Hunter Liggett, CA and Camp Roberts, CA.
I will always remember my time as a 7th Infantry Division
(Light) soldier with great pride.
Kelly Hopkins
97 Timber Trail
Blanchester, Ohio 45107
<khopkins761@yahoo.com>

u

s

The Hourglass

Winter 2010

s
7th IDA Governing Council

Officers
Name
F. E. (Gene) Peeples
Gene C. Richards
Julius “JT” Morgan
Ronald R. Levendoski
John H. Stengel
Douglas J. Halbert
Robert C. Hoxsie
Jerry Piller

Office
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
3rd Vice President
Executive Secretary
Treasurer & Roster Manager
Quartermaster
Hourglass Editor

Term
2003 - 2011
2007 - 2013
2007 - 2011
2001 - 2013
2005 - 2013
2005 - 2011
2005 - 2013
2009 - 2013

Governors
George Boggs
Alexander Bravo
Levi O. Haire
Richard Hazelmyer
Charles D. Iden

Ken Mattingly
Vilas “Sid” Morris
Jacob Sauter
Richard Steinmetz

2007 - 2013
1997 - 2015
2001 - 2013
2005 - 2011
2003 - 2015

Recruiting Count

Membership Status
As of 8/31/2010

2011
2013
2015
2017

2009 - 2015
2007 - 2013
2007 - 2009
2005 - 2011

Winter - 2010
Submitted by
Total
Web site
4
Gene Peeples
2
Doug Halbert
1
TOTAL
7

Associate 68
2019
2
705
Courtesy
4
2025
1
59
Honorary
2
2027
2
17
Honored 139
6
Total Members in Good Standing - 1005

10/1/10
n
o
d
e
t
a
d
p
u
To be

There are xxx on the “Delinquent List” (Those who had paid
to July 2009 but have not paid their 2009-11 Dues).

7th IDA Booster Club
4/15/2010 - x/x/2010
Robert L. Backstrom
George W. Carter
Forrest E. Decker
Harold B. Dixon
Martin Driscoll
Ernest W. Eldredge
Lowell K. Flickinger

Recruiting Honor Roll
Oct 1 2009 through Mar 31 2010
Web Site
4
Ralph Kise
Clifford Alexandrov 1
Gene
Peeples
K
R
A
Alvin Clouse
1EM Lyle E. Pingel
PLAC1
Charles Cooper
LeRoy Quernemoen
Richard Hermanek 1
Jerry Thomas
Total New Members 13

1
1
1
1
1

John G. King
Edward C. Makowski
Donald B. Richards
Samuel F. Rindge
John W. Waldie
Paul C. Zaiser

13 members made contributions to the Booster Club during
this 6-month period. The total of the contributions was
$xxx.00.
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New Member List
Organization
Name
Address
31st Infantry Regiment
Blake, George E
599 S Market St

City, State, ZIP

Phone

Co/Batt

Shreve, OH 44676

(330) 567-2991

Medical

32nd Infantry Regiment
Bourgois, James
7316 96th Ave SW
Brennan, Jr., Frank J.
85 N. Main St.
Kendziorski, Steve L
33810 N Fisher Dr

Lakewood, WA 98498
Cranbury, NJ 08512
Ingleside, IL 60041

(253) 224-0817
(609) 395-7958
(847) 546-7347

F
I

712th & 724th Transportation Bn. Railway Ops.
Berthel, Richard J
1268 Meredith Dr.

Spring Hill, FL 34608

(352) 200-7689

Division Headquarters
Doyle, Michael J.

4033 Magnolia Parkway Jackson, MI 49201

(517) 750-3379

Total New Members as of 10/1/2010 - 6
10/1/10
pdated on
u
e
b
l
il
orks.
w
This
ore in the w
m
o
tw
t
s
a
t le
There are a
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Presidential Unit Citations

Comments from your President continued
For members who have RV’s, parking with hookups are three
to four blocks away from the hotel.
Details of the reunion can be found in this issue, along with a
reservation form you can fill out and send in. Again I would
say, if you decide not to come you are going to miss out on
the best reunion ever. See you there!
Your President,

Gene Peeples
From your Treasurer continued
(to the Association) stamped postcard. The postcard includes
the member name, member number and a line for the
member’s date of death. The member is requested to put this
card with his/her important papers to make it easy for family
members or friends to notify the Association of his/her
passing. While some may consider this to be a little
insensitive, it has already made a significant difference when
it comes to receiving notification of a member’s passing.
We are now gearing up for the 2011 reunion in Branson,
MO. We are most fortunate for all the work by our President,
Gene Peeples, and Vice President, Gene Richards. They
visited properties and evaluated the options. They made the
decisions and the necessary contracts. Every member can
make a difference in the work load of those handling the
logistics of the reunion by submitting your reunion registration
as early as possible.
We know that people have to change plans sometimes so
there is never a question about cancellations. Should you
register early and later find that you cannot make it, your
money will be refunded without question. I would prefer to
issue a bunch of refunds as opposed to having to deal with
last minute registrations and all the problems that they
generate.
Looking forward to seeing a large crowd in Branson,
September 2011!
Doug Halbert
Treasurer & Roster Manager

Winter 2010

s

The Hourglass

s

Jerry Piller, Editor

Jerry, can you please
ID these ribbons?
When looking over a photograph of myself, taken in 1970
while I was serving with the 3d Bn, 32d Inf in Korea, I noticed
that I had 2 ribbons above my right breast pocket. One was
easily identified as the Army Presidential Unit Citation
(PUC) and the other was eventually determined to be the
Navy Presidential Unit Citation. It seemed strange to me
that an Army unit was wearing a Navy award, but it turns out
that it is not that unusual. There were at least 14 Army units
that were awarded Navy PUCs during the Korean War.
The 31st and 32d Infantry Regiments and the 48th Field
Artillery Battalion were awarded a total of 2 Army and 5
Navy Presidential Unit Citations. PUCs are awarded to entire
units for actions that would result in the award of the
Distinguished Service Cross to an individual.
The 31st Inf received 2 Navy PUCs for its actions at the
Chosin & Hwachon Reservoirs.
The 32d Inf received Army PUCs for its actions at Kumhwa
& in Central Korea, and Navy PUCs for Inchon and the
Hwachon Reservoir.
The 48th FA received a Navy PUC for its actions at Inchon.
If a service member was assigned to the honored unit at the
time for which the PUC was awarded the award can continue
to be worn by the member after reassignment to another unit.
For others, these awards are worn by unit personnel while
they are assigned to the unit which received the award, but
are removed from the uniform when the service member
leaves that unit (AR670-1, [29-6]).
The 7ID was also awarded Republic of Korea Presidential
Unit Citations for Inchon, Korea 1945-48, Korea 1950-53
and Korea 1953-71. For whatever reason, 7ID personnel in
1970-71 were not wearing this award on their uniforms
although they were entitled to do so. The 7ID is authorized
to have embroidered streamers attached to the Division’s
colors for these awards.
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Real Korean Veterans
Mr. Collins served in Korea
from Jan-Oct 1954, was paid
combat pay, and his DD214
shows that he was awarded
both the KSM and the
UNKSM. The hat he was
wearing had the National
Defense Service Medal plus
these 2 ribbons embroidered
on it, along with the 7ID
The hat Mr. Collins insignia patch, nothing else. He
was wearing at the had every right to wear a hat
depicting these service ribbons
time is shown here.
- they had been properly
awarded to him for his service in Korea. By definition then,
Mr. Collins is a real veteran of the war in Korea.

The letter from Dave Collins in the Summer issue about what
constitutes a real Korea veteran has generated responses from
both sides. Most of the readership considered his service in
Korea as “valid” and consider him a real veteran of Korea.
A few facts need to be considered when discussing this topic:
1. The Korean War has never ended. A truce was signed and
implemented (27Jul53) but the war has technically never
ended.
2. The US Army awarded the Korean Service Medal (KSM)
and the United Nations Korean Service Medal (UNKSM) to
service members who served in Korea until 27Jul54, a year
after the truce was established. It is authorized for any period
of service 27Jun50-27Jul54 while assigned to duty in Korea
[General Orders 31 (20Jun55); General Orders 33 (11Jul55);
and General Orders 36 (13Jul55)].
3. Members serving in Korea after 27Jul53 received combat
pay. In fact, combat pay was still being paid for service in
the DMZ as late as 1971.
4. As late as 23Nov84 there were still attacks by the North
Koreans on American forces in Korea.
5. A combat unit patch (Shoulder Sleeve Insignia - Former
Wartime Service) can be worn by any veteran who served in
Korea between 27Jun50-27Jul54 and 01Apr68-31Aug73
and received combat pay for 1 month or more. This unit
patch is worn on the right shoulder sleeve. The same applies
to the Overseas Service Bar which is worn on the right sleeve
about 4” above the cuff, except that the member must have 6
months combat pay for each bar. (AR670-1 [28-17], [2828])
A quick check of the time period 1967-94 shows that 45
American military personnel were killed in action, and
another 39 were wounded, in Korea by North Korean forces.
During this same time period the South Koreans sustained
257 KIA and 291 WIA due to hostile actions by the North
Koreans. Hostile actions by the North Koreans continue to
this day, as evidenced by the sinking of a South Korean
warship in early 2010.
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Agent Orange Sprayed in Korea

From the Executive Secretary

In 1968-69, during the “Second Korean War,” 59,000 gallons
of three toxic chemicals defoliated nearly 21,000 acres of
the DMZ. For vets of the U.S. 2 nd and 7th Infantry Divisions,
the recent U.S. government acknowledg-ment is a major
breakthrough.
An investigation by the South Korean government into reports
that U.S. troops sprayed Agent Orange along the Korean
demilitarized zone (DMZ) decades ago has raised questions
about possible contamination of American servicemen who
served on that hostile border. Citing declassified U.S. Dept.
of Defense documents, Korean officials fear thousands of
ROK soldiers may have come into contact with the deadly
defoliant in the late 1960s and early 1970s. According to
one top government official, as many as “30,000 Korean
veterans are suffering from illnesses related to their
exposure.”
About 12,000 American troops, from both the 2d and 7th Inf
Divisions, were assigned above the Imjin River in Korea
between 02Apr68 and 01Sep73. They received hostile fire
(combat) pay and operated in the areas where Agent Orange
had been sprayed. 3d Bde, 7 th Div units known to have served
in the DMZ during 1968-69 include: 1/17th Inf, 2/17th Inf,
1/73d Armor, 2/10th Cavalry, and the 3/32d Inf in 1970-71.
According to the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA)
service members who served in those areas during that time
period are covered by the 1991 Agent Orange Act, allowing
service members serving outside Vietnam to apply for VA
disability benefits. The VA offers Agent Orange Registry
(AOR) medical examinations to all Vietnam veterans and
will now do the same for veterans who served in the affected
area of Korea in 1968-69. If you served north of the Imjin
River contact your nearest VA Medical Center and request
an AOR examination per the provisions of the Act.

At our last reunion in 2009 we fell well short of the number
of members that we had hoped would join us. We had projected
having at least 150 attendees, but attendance did not meet
our expectations. Perhaps this could, maybe even should,
have been expected due to the economy of those days. Next
year may not be much better but, we have to remember, we
are losing friends and members at an alarming rate. With the
7th Division now inactive, the outlook in our ability to
increase our membership numbers does not look promising.
Despite this, hopefully there will be many old and new
members at our upcoming reunion. That would be great to
see.
The last reunion in Baton Rouge was a good one for Barb
Williams and me. Getting to see a lot of this fine country,
seeing the members who attended, and visiting the WWII
museum all made the trip worthwhile. Next year in Branson
will be an altogether different type of reunion, and I hope
one of the better ones.
I am glad to see that our web site has finally gotten updated.
It was long overdue, and its appearance is an improvement.
Go visit it at:
http://7ida.us/index.asp
Hope to see everybody in Missouri!

John H. (Casey) Stengel
Executive Secretary

Condensed from The Buffalo Bugle, newsletter of the 17th
Inf Rgt.
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Lawrence Cassidy - Bronze Star Hero
In July of 1944 SSG Lawrence Cassidy was awarded the Bronze Star for his heroic actions of 01Feb44 on
Kwajalein while assigned to the 7th Div (unit not identified). His citation is shown here.

Page 28

u

Winter 2010

s

The Hourglass

s
Pork Chop Hill, Korea
A FO’s Perspective - 1LT Richard E. Jaffe

At 2100 hours on 16Apr53, EE-8 telephones began
ringing in CPs all along the 7th Div’s front just south
of the 38th parallel in Korea. I was a 24-year old
shave-tail forward observer, just 9 months out of
Artillery OCS at Fort Sill, OK. When I answered
the phone, I was told by the Bn S-2 that Intelligence
expected a broad-based attack in our sector starting
at 2300 hours. One of our agents working behind
enemy lines had heard it from a Korean woman
who was also a friend of several Chinese soldiers.
Although that was only two hours away, I didn’t
get too concerned because we had been getting similar alerts
for more than a week.
Three hundred meters to the west of my position in OP 15 on
Hill 200, 2LT Harvey D. Anderson received the same
message in the “Easy” Company CP on Pork Chop Hill. So
did LT Herbert W. Linn manning OP 14 on a higher hill
behind us about 400 meters southeast of Anderson on Pork
Chop. All three of us were good friends, with the common
bond of working as green, new Forward Observers assigned
to Battery B, 57th Fld Arty Bn, in support of the 31st Inf
Rgt, 7 th Inf Div.
At 2300 hours precisely, I stood at the north aperture of OP
15 staring intently at the invisible Chinese lines 1000 meters
away. Suddenly, the entire northern horizon erupted in a series
of rippling flashes which outlined the intervening mountains
against the light. With all of the veteran assurance born of 30
days experience on line, I turned to my Recon Sergeant
standing behind me and said, “Looks like those B-29’s are
giving them hell with radar bombing tonight!” My Sergeant,
with the superior knowledge that six more months on the
MLR than me had given him, quickly corrected me: “No,
Sir! Those flashes are from enemy artillery firing at us!”
Seconds later began one of the most intense artillery
bombardments in the history of modern warfare as a preface
to the Chinese infantry assault on Pork Chop Hill. As BG
S.L.A. Marshall said in his book, Pork Chop Hill:
“Pork Chop itself was a contemptible hill, ill-formed for
all-around defense and too loosely tied in to the supporting
neighborhood. Only 234 meters above sea level at its sharply
peaked summit, the outpost was not only dominated by the

Chinese-held ridges, but in fact extended into their
country, being on the wrong side of the main valley.
When one month earlier Old Baldy had been wrested
away by the Communists, there was good reason in
military logic why Pork Chop should have followed
it as a gift. That concession would have been in the
interests of line-straightening without sacrifice of a
dependable anchor. But national pride, bruised by
the enemy’s rudeness toward Old Baldy, asserted
itself, and Pork Chop was held.”
As the 122mm Soviet gun/howitzer shells began screaming
in, I ducked down below the lip of the aperture, grabbed my
EE-8 telephone, cranked the handle, and had barely enough
time to yell, “The s—it has hit the fan! Give me some flares
over Pork Chop!” In the next second, the roaring crescendo
of exploding shells was punctuated by the blinding flash of a
direct hit on OP 15. The explosion blew off part of the
bunker’s overhead cover and caved in the rest in a jumble of
broken timbers and slashed sandbags.
I lay on my back, dazed, still clutching the telephone handset
and buried up to my neck in collapsed debris. As I recovered
my senses, instinctively I drew the telephone to my ear,
pressed the butterfly switch, and gasped, “Give me Flash
Pork Chop!” (a pre-planned, Variable Time proximity-fused
artillery concentration designed to explode 20 yards overhead
to decimate any assaulting infantry in the open). Then I noticed
the severed wires dangling uselessly from my telephone
headset.
I next began examining myself…feeling my limbs to see if
everything was still attached and in working order. Much to
my amazement, they were, and I began digging myself out of
the rubble. Grinning with the realization that I had survived
the blast without a scratch, I helped my Recon Sergeant dig
himself free. He did not appear to be hit, but complained that
he was not able to see. The flash from the exploding shell
had singed his eyelashes and eyebrows and left him
temporarily blinded. He recovered his sight the next day.
Fortunately for us, OP 15 had been the target of a “low order
burst” - a partly defective projectile which had not fragmented
properly, thereby sparing the sergeant and me from almost
certain death. The Chinese were likely using surplus Russian
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shells from World War II.
I knew that the next order of business was to restore
communications with both Pork Chop and the Fire Support
Coordination Center (FSCC). After leading my temporarily
blinded sergeant to a safer nesting place in the other leg of
my partly demolished “L”-shaped bunker, I crawled back to
the corner of the “L” and turned on our 610 radio. I reached
LT Anderson on Pork Chop almost immediately and asked
him if I could be of any help. By this time, the remnants of a
Chinese assault company were storming the crest of Pork
Chop tossing grenades and spraying PPSH submachine gun
fire into the “Easy” Company CP bunker. Soon, most of the
occupants of that bunker, including LT Anderson, were
wounded. So when I called him on the radio and asked him
what I could do to help, the first thing that popped into his
head, and which has been forever burned into my memory
was, “Sure thing, Dick. You can come over here and take my
place!”

the rotating meat grinder that Pork Chop had become. The
ultimate US casualty toll of more than 800 killed and
wounded was believed greatly exceeded by the Chinese
losses. Pork Chop was essentially a massive artillery duel
with the recurrent infantry efforts by both sides repeatedly
disrupted by the deadly storm of exploding howitzer shells.
By the second day, the supporting American fire had built up
to a total of 77,349 rounds. Quoting S.L.A. Marshall again:
“Never at Verdun were guns worked at any such rate as this.
The Battle of Kwajalein, our most intense shoot during World
War II, was a lesser thing when measured in terms of artillery
expenditure per hour, weight of metal against yards of earth
and the grand output of the guns. For this at least, the operation
deserves a place in history. It set the all-time mark for artillery
effort.”

Anderson’s radio antenna had been shot away in the initial
barrage, drastically limiting his transmitting range.
Fortunately, since we were less than a quarter of a mile apart,
we could communicate clearly. For the rest of that endless
first night of what went down in history as the “Battle of
Pork Chop Hill,” I provided Andy’s link to the FSCC relaying
his requests for “Flash Pork Chop,” for VT fire on position,
for reinforcements, supplies and medical assistance.

My friend Andy was evacuated to a hospital in Japan where
he spent the next few months learning to relax in other than a
sitting position. For his cool performance under fire on Pork
Chop, in addition to his Purple Heart, Andy was also awarded
the Silver Star medal. I survived Korea without a scratch,
but about ten weeks after Pork Chop, I was evacuated by
helicopter to the 48th MASH outside of Seoul with an acute
case of hemorrhagic fever, a medical mystery ailment peculiar
to the Korean peninsula. Ironically, one of my additional
assigned duties was “Battalion Hemorrhagic Fever and
Malarial Control Officer.” Naturally, I was the only one in
the entire Battalion to come down with either disease.
By the time they discharged me from the 48th MASH at the
end of July 1953, the truce had been signed and the “police
action” was over. And, in an ironic footnote to history, three
months after the grim battle for the bloody hill ended, “Pork
Chop” was abandoned as part of the general line-straightening
which followed the end of hostilities.

LT Linn, from his superior vantage point on a higher hill
between and behind the other two positions, was able to
maintain observation of the area throughout the action. In
spite of the constant hail of artillery and mortar fire, Linn
continued to adjust illuminating flares and the “friendly” VT
fire over Pork Chop. The Chinese suffered severe casualties
and were unable to consolidate their initial advantage of
taking and holding the hill.
“Easy” Company of the 31st, commanded by LT Thomas V.
Harrold, was relieved the next morning by the remnants of
“King” and “Love” Companies. In the movie, Pork Chop
Hill, which starred Gregory Peck as LT Joe Clemons, CO
of “King” Company, the story begins the second day when
Clemons led his Company into the battle to retain the hill.
The fight raged on for another day and a half with “Easy,”
“Fox” and “Able” Companies of the 17th Inf Rgt fed into

About the Author
Following his separation from active duty in Oct. 1953, 1LT
Jaffe retained his commission in the Army Reserve until 1959
when he resigned his commission to accept one in the Coast
Guard Reserve, from which he retired as a Commander in
1980. In civilian life, Jaffe served in the U.S. Treasury Dept.
for 22 years as an IRS Special Agent until he retired to accept
a position as the Supervisory Investigative Accountant for
the State Attorney’s Office in Miami, Florida, where he
served as the next 24 years until his final retirement. This
article appeared in the Korean War Educator in July of 2009.
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Korean War 60th Anniversary

SSG Berv Kimberley
Billings Gazette, 30May10

Communist government in the north and
the U.S. and Nationalist China
supporting the democratic government
in the south.
In that we supported the South Korean
government, we had an obligation to
help them preserve their democracy
when they were invaded by North
Korea on 25Jun50. Sixty years ago the
U.S. answered the challenge and many
of our allied partners quickly joined us.

June 25, 1950 is not a date that
resonates with the general public, nor
with historians. It does, however, mark
the beginning of the Korean War. A war
that the nation didn’t pay much attention
to, where television coverage was not
a factor, and coverage in the Stars &
Stripes newspaper was about the extent
of media coverage. In hindsight we, as Then CPL Berv Kimberley in Korea,
infantrymen, would love to have had Bill Spring 1951, 1/32 Inf
Mauldin, the great WWII cartoonist, cover us. Mauldin really The Korean War has been referred to as “the coldest war,”
seemed to understand infantrymen. I don’t think John Wayne “the coldest winter” and one author used a one-word title,
even made a movie portraying a Korean War hero. Apparently “Chosin.” The defining battle during the early stages of the
freezing your butt off was not the sort of glamour of which war was at the Chosin Reservoir in North Korea. This was a
military and personal disaster, ending when the American
movies are made.
forces were overwhelmed by superior numbers. The few
Military leaders were little known, other than Douglas survivors, who were later referred to as “the Chosin Few,”
MacArthur, who was fired by President Truman. Few could were fortunate to live and were evacuated at the Hungham
tell you that Matthew Ridgeway was his replacement. This harbor in December 1950.
war struggled to be called a war, but consider these statistics:
Infantrymen are a little different breed of cats. They don’t
~ 250,000 military personnel killed
mind being “grunts” or “dog-face soldiers,” and they wear
~ 5.7 million men and women were involved in some way
these titles as a badge of honor. As combat infantrymen we
~ 33,741 Americans KIA (22,765, or 82%, were infantry)
were all awarded that most coveted of all battle awards ~ 103,284 wounded
the Combat Infantry Badge. For every major battle, you
~ 7,140 POWs (4,418 returned, 114 died in captivity)
~ 60% as many KIAs in 3 years as there were in 14 years of received a Bronze Battle Star to go with it. Many of us were
awarded multiple battle stars, although few of us could tell
U.S. involvement in Vietnam
which of our battles were considered “major.” We did,
~ more artillery rounds were fired than in all of WWII
however, believe that we should have been awarded one for
The greatest disrespect you can show a Korean War vet is to simply surviving the winter of 1950-51.
refer to it as the “Korean Conflict.” Other bitter pills have
There have been stated objectives in all our wars. WWI was
been “the forgotten war” or “police action.”
to be “the war to end all wars.” WWII was “the war to make
The Korean War began prior to WWII’s conclusion in Europe. the world safe for democracy.” The Korean War was to
The U.S. and our allies were certain that we were going to protect South Korea from Communist domination. Our
be successful and needed to make plans for occupied mission, regardless of how you judge it, resulted in a
territories. Korea was occupied by the Soviet Union in the presidential democracy and a thriving independent nation in
north, and the U.S. in the south. One of the final conferences South Korea while North Korea, minus serious backing from
held before the end of the war included FDR, Stalin and its old buddies, continues to languish under a Communist
Chang Kai-Shek, representing Nationalist China. Korea was dictatorship.
to have been left intact, but in reality it was left very much If we can edit out about 130 words this
divided, with the Soviets and Red China supporting a article it will all fit on a single page.
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The 7th ID in WWII

23Jun43 - US Army reinforcements land on a beach in
Attu, AK on during WWII. U.S. troops invaded Attu on
May 11 to expel the Japanese from the Aleutians. (AP
Photo)
11May43 - American invasion troops of the 7 th Infantry
Division approach a landing area code-named Beach
Red in the western arm of Holtz Bay, on Japaneseoccupied Attu island in Alaska. (AP Photo)

Across this valley on Attu, up above the fog line that
obscures the tops of the mountains, lie the passes that
lead to Holtz Bay and Chichagof Bay. In the valley at
right center leading back into the mountains are strong
Japanese positions. Attu Island was the site of the only
WWII land battle on United States’ soil. (AP Photo)

Mar. 1944 - Hundreds of pictures of pin-up girls adorn
the entire wall of this bomber crew shack on Adak Island
in the Aleutians in Alaska during WWII. (AP Photo)
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Nov 1944 - American soldiers take cover from fire of a
Japanese machine gun in the Philippines during WWII.
The troops are part of the first wave to land on Leyte in
the Philippine invasion. (AP Photo/US Army Signal Corps)

3Apr45 - About 350 miles from the Japanese mainland,
U.S. invasion forces establish a beachhead on Okinawa.
Pouring out war supplies and military equipment, the
landing crafts fill the sea to the horizon, where stand
the battleships of the U.S. fleet. (AP Photo)

Nov 1944 - Two Coast Guard-manned landing ships
open their jaws as U.S. soldiers line up to build sandbag
piers out to the ramps, on Leyte. (AP Photo)

20Oct44 - U.S. troops head toward the beaches of
Leyte island during the amphibious assault to re-conquer
the Philippines. (AP Photo)
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Bill Mauldin Honored With Stamp

Army Sergeant, Technician
3d Grade, Bill Mauldin, the
enlisted cartoonist “grunts’
hero” from WWII, was
honored by the US Postal
Service
with
a
commemorative stamp that
was issued on 31Mar10, an honor that most generals and
admirals never receive. Mauldin died at age 81, in the early
days of 2003, after spending his declining days in a California
nursing home as the result of a scalding accident and
Alzheimer’s.
Mauldin was a kid cartoonist for
Stars and Stripes, but first and
foremost he was an enlisted man
just like the soldiers he drew for;
his gripes were their gripes, his
laughs were their laughs, his
heartaches were their heartaches.
He was one of them and they loved
him. Mauldin’s drawings of his
muddy, exhausted, whisker-stubbled infantrymen Willie and
Joe were the voice of truth about what it was like on the
front lines.

By the time Mauldin was 23 years old,
he had: 1) won a Pulitzer Prize; 2)
was featured on the cover of Time
magazine; and 3) his book, Up Front
was a #1 best seller.
He returned to civilian life after the
war and worked at the St. Louis Post
Dispatch and, later, at the Chicago
Sun-Times in the 1960s and early
1970s. He went on to win a second Pulitzer Prize, and many
think he should have won a third for his cartoon, on the day
President John F. Kennedy was
assassinated, of the statue at the
Lincoln Memorial slumped in grief,
its head cradled in its hands.

He famously was at odds with
Gen. George Patton over one
cartoon. Andy Rooney, of 60
Minutes fame, described it in an
interview, “There was a Pattontype officer with one of his
aides, and he was looking over
this beautiful vista, and he says
to the aide, ‘Is there one of these
for the enlisted men?’” This one,
and others, enraged Patton so
much that he informed Mauldin he wanted the pointed
cartoons - celebrating the fighting men, lampooning the highranking officers - to stop…now! Patton lost this battle
however because Mauldin, it turned out, had an ardent fan:
5-star GEN Dwight Eisenhower. Ike put out the word,
“Officers are not to interfere in such things as Mauldin’s
cartoons.”

During the late summer of 2002, as
Mauldin lay in the nursing home, some
old WWII veterans caught wind of his
situation. They didn’t want him to go
out that way and thought he should
know that he was still their hero. Gordon Dillow, a columnist
for the Orange County Register, put out the call in Southern
California for people in the area to send their best wishes to
Mauldin. Soon more than 10,000 letters and cards had arrived
at his bedside and old soldiers began to show up just to sit
with Mauldin. So many volunteered to visit him that there
was a waiting list.
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Here is how Todd
DePastino, in the first
paragraph of his
biography
of
Mauldin, described it:
“Almost every day in
the summer and fall of 2002 they came to Park Superior
nursing home in Newport Beach, CA, to honor (him). They
came bearing relics of their youth: medals, insignia,
photographs, and carefully folded newspaper clippings. Some
wore old garrison caps. Others arrived resplendent in
uniforms over a half-century old. Almost all of them wept as
they filed down the corridor like pilgrims fulfilling some
long-neglected obligation.”
The situation here is that although we are only missing
70 words from the end of this article, to read the cartoon
captions, they need to be shown bigger.
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Final Taps
We remember those who
have left our ranks
Organization
Name

Your article "Taps" would work
well here, except there's space
for about 370 words, and the
article has 481 words. :-(

Co/Bat.

Date of Death

15th AAA Battalion
Mahan, Gary C.

HQ

5/13/2010

17th Infantry Regiment
*Adam, George E.

E, F, Hq

11/1/2009

31st Field Artillery Battalion
*Dunklebarger, Roy K.
Service & A

7/20/2010

31st Infantry Regiment
Murphy, Earl

C

1/22/2008

32nd Infantry Regiment
Tassone, Bruno J.

Hq

4/21/2009

49th Field Artillery Battalion
*Gulder, John W.
A

6/2/2010

57th Field Artillery Battalion
*Quarles, Raymon
A

7/26/2010

7th Quartermaster Co.
*Aasness, Kenneth L.
*Manes, Olos E.

Unknown
8/21/2010
Quartermaster 5/9/2010

Unknown
Harris, David

Unknown

6/27/2010
d on
e
t
t
i
bm
u
s
e
b
Total
10
l
l
f this wi
A final o
10/1/10

We have lost a total of 10 Members since the last report.
Those marked with an asterisk (*) were in our “Honored
Membership” class.
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Dues Status
The current dues cycle commenced on 07/01/09. The
legend below explains the “Dues Status” on your mailing
label.
l Delinquent ...... Your membership has lapsed.
l 2011+ .............. You are current. Thank you.
l Associate ........ You are exempt from dues.
l Honored .......... You are exempt from dues.
l Honorary ........ You are exempt from dues.
l Special ............ You are exempt from dues.

Send your $30.00 dues to:
7th IDA
518 H ilinaiStreet
W ailuku,H I96793-9426
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Your continuing
support of the
Association is
appreciated.

The Hourglass Staff
President: ........................ F.E. (Gene) Peeples
Executive Secretary: ....... John H. (Casey) Stengel
Treasurer: ........................ Doug Halbert
Quartermaster: ............... Robert C. Hoxsie
Publisher: ......................... Frank S. Wadge
Editor: .............................. Jerry Piller
Copy Deadlines:

Winter Issue - August 31
Summer Issue - March 31

Contributions are invited from any 7th Infantry Division
Association member or supporter. eMail submission is
preferred, and should be sent to:
hourglass@7ida.us
Hard copy submissions should be mailed to:
Hourglass Editor, 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753
Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope if
you wish your material to be returned to you.

