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I wish to thank everyone who attended the
reunion at Baton Rouge, LA. Also, for all
who helped out to make it a success, it
would not have been a success without
you. Special “thanks” go out to Doug
Halbert and Casey Stengel who both did
fantastic jobs. Also, to Elaine Peeples
who took care of the Quartermaster store
for the entire reunion, and Barbara Williams, Casey
Stengel’s good friend, who was right there offering to help
anytime something needed to be done.
I thought the honor guard and rifle volley during the playing
of “Taps” on Sunday went off well. “Thank you” to
American Legion Nickolson Post #138, its Honor Guard,
and their commander, Oliver Markland, of Baton Rouge
for their participation. “Thank you” George Boggs for all
your help Sunday morning.
There were so many things to see in Baton Rouge but we
had little time to visit them. The tour to the D-Day Museum
was very interesting and I hope everyone who went had a
good time.
The Governing Council picked three states: Oklahoma;
Washington; and Missouri for consideration as the location
of our next reunion, to be held in 2011. The general
membership then selected Missouri as the site. It is now up
to the reunion site selection committee to determine the city
in which the reunion will be held. That decision will be
based on what services are offered and the economics of
the arrangements. Details will be announced in future issues
of The Hourglass.
Continued on Page 18.
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We Get Letters
wear outside of the Division. It
is the WWII/Korean War-vintage
bayonet for the M1 carbine and
points to the left. I was a 81mm FO
with H Co, 32nd Inf at the time.

Charles Richardson sent this reply to Lisa McCollum
concerning her uncle COL Leilyn Young who was
featured on p. 11 of the Summer issue of The
Hourglass.
Dear Lisa,
I am 99 percent sure that your late
uncle, COL Young, is the same person I
met at Camp Kaiser, Korea in February
1959 at a briefing on simulated battle
plans for Okinawa.

Floyd Wells
<fwells@cfl.rr.com>

While
on
a
fishing trip to
Chilliwack,
B r i t i s h
Columbia in
January 2003 my
son and I took
a tour of the
city and found
this Korean War
memorial.
I
thought
it
might make an
appropriate
photo for the
newsletter.

I was an Army correspondent for The
Bayonet, the 7th Inf. Div. weekly paper,
at the time. SGT Harden and I were the
representatives from Camp Casey (Div Hq)
chosen to accompany the 3rd Inf. Regiment
to “fight” a simulated battle against
the Marines on Okinawa. I was a Private
at the time and was impressed that COL
Young had been an editor of the Army
Information Digest before his current
assignment.
While on Okinawa I spoke with him several
times and once requested permission to
go to an office so I could type up stories.
He said something like this, “When Ernie
Pyle was here, he didn’t need an office.”
I replied, “But sir, I am not Ernie Pyle.”
He granted me permission to do so.
As a new Army recruit, I remember him as
a courteous officer.
Sincerely,
Charles R. Richardson
7th Inf. Div. 1958-60

I received a Bayonet Pin in September of
’52. It was just given to me and I was
told it was not an authorized item for
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Front row: Serrales (FL), Drago, Hamamoto (Japan)
- Back row: Kandall (WA), “Pappy” Currnam (WA),
Warren (NM) and Barkey (Italy)
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The other photo is some of my 7th Div.
buddies and me in Korea on 8 Nov 1950.
We look a little beat because we hadn’t
slept in 2 days. Hamamoto & Barkey had
joined the Army so that they could become
citizens.
Roy Drago
Boardman, OR 97818

I found some more pictures.

The first one is of Tongduchon and Camp
Casey. TDC is in the foreground and just
past the bridge is Camp Casey. On the
hill in the background, just left center,
is “U/7”… that stood for “You and the 7th
Div.”

T h e s e
last two
pictures
are of a
monument
set up for
the 1st
Cav Div
which, if
memory
serves me
right, was in the 7th Div’s area. Could
be wrong.

The
monument
reads:
THE FLOWER OF SOLDIERY PASSED THIS WAY
28 MAY 1951 THIRD CROSSING of 38TH PARALLEL,
N. LATITUDE by the 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION UNITED
STATES ARMY
ATTACHED TROOPS
70TH TANK BN,
191ST CIC DET
GREEK EXPEDITIONARY FORCE
1ST BN 21ST THAILAND INFANTRY
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE GALLANT UNITED
STATES, GREEK, AND THAILAND SOLDIERS WHO
LOST THEIR LIVES IN THESE OPERATIONS IN
DEFENCE OF LIBERTY

The second picture is of
the patch that we all wore on our right
pocket, and then the motor pool’s main
exit. I can’t remember what that date
was. If anyone knows, let me know.

Always the 7th,
Patrick Hemphill
<pdhmn6@verizon.net>
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The one-millionth artillery round fired
in Korea (visible below the sign) occurred
on 23 Jan 1952. It was fired by Battery
C, 31st Artillery Battalion. I was Battery
XO at the time and can be seen second
from the left, bottom row. MG Lyman
Lemnitzer, 7th Div. commander, was in
attendance.

Winter 2009
MG
Lemnitzer
standing in the gun pit.
LT Hunt is visible to the
right of the general.

Movie starlet Jan
Sterling (she was in
The High and the
Mighty) about to pull the
lanyard on the 155mm
howitzer sending the
one-millionth round into
enemy territory.

Stuart Hunt
<shunt1@san.rr.com>

Because in my 80-some years I have never
seen this story told, I felt it should
be.

1LT Stuart Hunt (L) with MSGT Doyle with the actual
155mm shell that was to be fired as the one-millionth
round by artillery in Korea.
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I was a squad leader in a line company of
the honored, famous 7th Inf Div. and was
involved in all four of the Division’s
WWII island battles: Attu Island Territory
of Alaska, Kawajalein Atoll Marshall
Island group, Leyte Island Commonwealth
of the Philippines and Okinawa, Japan.
We did not have the technologies of today.
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Our hand held PRC-6 radios constantly
malfunctioned in the damp, moist climate
of the islands. The CR-300 wasn’t much
better. We had no helicopters to lift us
out of a distant location in front of our
lines. If we got in a hot spot, we fought
our way out of our bad situation. We
brought everyone home. Today they say,
“Leave no man behind.”
TRIBUTE TO THE SQUAD LEADER
The General has his armies and divisions.
The Colonel has his regiments and brigades.
The Lt. Colonel has his battalions and
batteries.
The Captain has his companies.
The Lieutenant has his platoons and
The Platoon Sergeant has his squads.
But the SQUAD LEADER, upon receiving the
command “attack that strong point,” has
the lives of 12 human beings in the palm
of his hand …
The SQUAD LEADER, when his squad comes
under mortar or artillery fire, has the
lives of 12 human beings in the palm of
his hands to guide them out of harm’s way …
The SQUAD LEADER, in the dark of night
3,4, 5 miles in front of friendly lines
when his patrol comes under hostile fire,
leads his men in eliminating the enemy
and leads the squad to safety …
The SQUAD LEADER, while in combat, insures
his 12 men get their ammunition, water,
and food re-supplied …
The SQUAD LEADER, while in combat,
monitors his 12 men’s mental condition,
general health and personal hygiene …
The SQUAD LEADER, while in combat,
supervises the cleanliness of his 12 men’s
rifles, automatic weapons and allotment
of grenades …
THE SQUAD LEADER probably shed a tear
last night for the man/men he may have
lost in combat yesterday and probably
prayed for guidance for tomorrow when he
will again find himself and his squad in
mortal combat with the enemy.

You probably know him. He may be your
next-door neighbor, or maybe his mother
had a Gold Star flag in her window. He
may not wear the Medal of Honor, the DSC,
the Silver or Bronze Star. He may not
have even been awarded the Good Conduct
Medal, but he does have one award of
which he is chest-pounding proud, the
CIB - the Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He
is the Squad Leader. He was there so YOU
can be HERE.
MAJ William Jones
Florida
7ID WWII

I enjoy reading The Hourglass. It is
well done, thank you.
Al Bushey
East Longmeadow, MA

I recall my time in Korea (1960-61) with
good memories. My son served at Camp
Casey in 1991 and I sent him a sketch of
the 13th Engineer Bn Hq Co area where I
was stationed. He said the area still
looks the same but a different unit now
occupies the facilities.
I would love
“Bulldozers.”

to

hear

from

fellow

Richard Parker
<deerrun144@peoplepc.com>

My name is Scott Brooke, and I live in
Livermore CA. From the age of 7 I have
been a WWII enthusiast. I grew up with
many of the survivors of Co. G, 2d Bn,
184th Inf Rgt and listened to every story
about every battle they were in. Time
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has passed and unfortunately so too have
most of them, including my father 18
years ago.

My father, Glenn “Squeak” Brooke, was
born and raised in Chico CA, and joined
the CA National Guard (CNG) at the age of
17 in 1938. He went on to serve as the
First Sergeant of Co. G. Nearly all the
young men in Chico joined Co. G of the
CNG between 1938 and early ‘41, even the
high school’s football coach.
91 of these young men, who had grown up
together from kindergarten through high
school, were inducted into full time
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federal service on 3 Mar 1941 and, on
March 8th, the Company had their picture
(shown below) taken in front of Memorial
Hall in Chico. There were five sets of
brothers in the Company - truly a real
“Band of Brothers.”

2 weeks later they were sent by train to
Camp San Luis Obispo for training. At
the time Co. G was part of the 40th Inf
Div, but by November ’42 they were attached
to the 7th Inf Div. Co. G fought through
4 major campaigns in World War II - from
Kiska (Aug.’43) to Kwajalein, to the
liberation of the Philippines on Leyte,
and finally to Okinawa (June ’45).

8 Mar 1941, Co. G, 184th Inf in
Chico, CA. My dad is second
from the right in the front row,
with the old WWI leggings.
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For over 40 years I have collected as
much information as I could about every
man in the Company, and have a ton of
pictures, newspaper articles and other
memorabilia. A few years ago I decided
to write a book about these brave young
men, tentatively titling the book The
Chico Boys. I know my father would want
me to do this, and I figured that if
James Bradley could write a book about
his father’s Iwo Jima experiences in Flags
of our Fathers, I could write a story
about Co. G.

Winter 2009

Mervin “Bud” French
with my father on his
back.

Sadly, although there are other survivors
of Co. G still around, there are only 6
of the original 91 “Chico Boys” in the
picture of March 8th that are still alive.
Of these, only two still “have their
wits about them.” These two followed the
Company through all four major campaigns
and finished out their duties at Okinawa.
We only have a few years left to express
our appreciation to the brave men and
women who contributed everything they
had for the freedom of this great nation.

L to R: Warren Wassum, Darwin Simmons, “Bud”
French, James “Jim” Wilgus, Glenn E. Miller (?),
Donald Ray, and Earl “Red” Watson in August 1940
when the 40th Div was conducting maneuvers at Grand
Mound, Washington.

Marker erected at the site of the end of the Battle of
Okinawa, 21 Jun 1945. The Japanese commander
was LTG Ushijima, according to the sign.
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In 1983 Co. G held a
reunion. My dad is in the
middle of the second row
(marked with an asterisk).

Taken about two weeks after Pearl Harbor in San Diego, at the Hotel
Del Coronado, this is a photo of my father (Glenn Brooke), Yvonne
King (of the King Sisters) and my dad’s best friend, Norman Capps.
The 184th used the hotel as an observation post when they
patrolled the San Diego area. You can see the Sunshine
Division’s (40th ID) patch on Norman’s shoulder.
Scott Brooke
<455yac@gmail.com>

This is a photo of CPT John
Strube while serving in
Korea, April 52-April 53,
as the chaplain for the 17th
Reg. Combat Team. 7ID Assn.
member Bruce Dietrick of
Lower Lake, CA submitted
the photo.
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In the early 1960s I was in the Armor
Recon Unit at the back gate of Camp Kaiser.
This was my first assignment after AIT
at Fort Knox. We were housed on top of
the hill by the back gate. We went from
Jeeps to M114’s and from M41 tanks to M48
tanks.
I returned to CONUS in 1964 and was
assigned to the 5th Div in Hq Co (Recon),
1st Bn, 2nd Inf. Then we were transferred
to the 1st Inf. Div and went to Viet Nam
in 1965.
Mike Walden
7ID web site posting

I noticed your question in the Summer
’09 issue and thought I could provide
some insight. I served in Korea in 195253 when the badge was first issued. This
is a picture of my badge.
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The Combat Bayonet Badge was initially
awarded in October 1952 to all members
of the Division who participated in the
Battle for Triangle Hill (GPS location:
38° 19.28’N, 127° 27.87’E). This included
Five Niner Eight, the twin peaks of Jane
Russell, Sandy and Pike’s Peak. This
operation was officially known as
“Operation Showdown.”
Bob Love
Morganville, NJ

I am writing to clarify what happens
when a “Hold Order” is put on someone’s
mail. I have been a Letter Carrier for
almost 30 years. Your copy of The Hourglass
should not, as you put it, get “trashed.”
It should be held along with the rest of
your mail. 1st, 2nd and 3rd Class mail
should not be getting discarded just
because your mail is on “Hold.” If that,
in fact, is happening contact your
Postmaster immediately and ask, “Why?”
When you move that is different, then
not all mail gets “Forwarded”.
Raymond Koonce
<rkoonce598@yahoo.com>

The bayonet’s blade of the Combat Bayonet
Badge - which was its original name should point to the right. The reason
for this is that the badge was worn above
the right breast pocket with the blade
pointing inwards toward the heart.
Similarly the Combat Infantryman’s Badge
is worn on the left breast and the barrel
points towards the heart.

Thanks so much for The Hourglass. Would
it be possible for you to print something
about the helicopter mechanics and pilots
of the 1950-53 era?
Paul Moran
Big Spring, TX
Editor’s Note: If anyone out there has information about
this subject I’d be happy to include an article about this
topic in a future edition.
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Seekers Pages
I am interested in knowing the number of soldiers killed,
missing, etc. in each unit during the Korean War.
Andrew J. Abernathy
<aabernathy4@nc.rr.com>
Editor’s Reply: I wasn’t able to find the exact figures
Mr. Abernathy was requesting but, with help from Doug
Halbert, came up with the following figures.
The overall US Army combat loss total of 27,728
includes: 19,754 KIA, 1,904 died later of their wounds,
3,317 died while MIA, and 2,753 died while POWs. Per
the Dept. of Defense, in the 850 days of the Korean
War, the 7th Div had a total of 15,126 “casualties” but
the figure is not broken down by category. The Korean
War Educator web page shows the 7ID suffering 3,905
KIA and 10,858 WIA (total 14,763). The Army’s KIA
losses were 82% of the total KIAs suffered by US forces.

My uncle, PVT J. C. Moore
(pictured left), was assigned to the
7ID circa 1944-45 and died on 23
May1945 on Okinawa. He was a
member of the 184th Inf Rgt. I
don’t know which Company he
was in. I am our family historian
and have very little information on
J.C., as he died long before I was
born.
I wonder if anyone knew him
personally and, if so, would they be willing to relate any
stories relevant to his service at Scofield Barracks,
Kwajalein, Leyte, and on Okinawa. If they have knowledge
of how my uncle died - which hill, ridge, or skirmish, etc., I
would appreciate any information.

On behalf of our family I am writing in reference to SGT
Melvin Leroy Johnson, Co. K, 3d Bn, 31st Inf Rgt, who
was declared KIA in Korea. Although his remains have not
been recovered the Army has asked the family for DNA
samples in the event the remains are recovered at some point
in the future.
We received a detailed account of the lengthy series of battles
in which he fought and eventually became a casualty in the
Hagaru-ri area above the 40th parallel. It was nice to finally
know the details of his death, but the account supplied by the
Army said “one of his buddies” carried his wounded body
back towards the American lines until he died and then left
him by the roadside. This was on 7 Dec 1950 in the area
between Hagaru-ri and Koto-ri.
We would love to know who the wonderful, kind man was
that carried Melvin until he died. The US Army suggested
that your Association might be able to help us identify this
person. Can you help us with this information? Our family
would be so appreciative of any information that you could
provide us.
Sue Ann Denny
Moore, OK
<sdenny@jbdavislaw.com>

We are looking for anyone that has a Division yearbook that
they would like to donate for our history archives and to be
scanned for a CD. We already have one scanned for 1954
and I will be scanning mine as it is dated 1 January 1954.
Gene Peeples was able to locate one in a yard sale for the
year of 1919. Plans are to scan that one also. If you should
have a yearbook, please let the Assn. Pres., Casey Stengel,
or me, know what you have.
Dick Hazelmyer
1904 E Liberty Ave
Spokane, Wa 99207
Tel: 1-509-483-4480
<windstar99217@yahoo.com>

Lenny Moore
1848 Fleming Valley Ln.
Knoxville, TN 37938

Page 10

N

L

The Hourglass

L

I know John Herrera was with the 11th Airborne in Japan
in 1949. Then I think he transferred over to the 7th ID, then
Korea. If anyone has any information on him please email
me. Thanks.
Frank Rowell
7ID web site posting
<fdrowell@msn.com>

I would like to locate anyone who knew PFC James E.
Bryant, 31st Inf Rgt, 7ID. He may have been in M Company
and was listed as KIA-MIA on 12 Dec 1950 in North Korea.

Korean War Conference
Scheduled
To commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Korean War the
Victoria College/University of Houston - Victory Library is
sponsoring a conference to be held at Victoria College,
Victoria, TX on June 24-26, 2010. The conference will cover
all aspects of the conflict.
Additional conference information is on their website at:
http://vcuhvlibrary.uhv.edu/whatsnew/korea/.

Edgar Mansberry’s Korea
When I joined the 7th Recon, 7th
Division in 1947 it was known as
the 7th Cavalry Recon Troop.
We were in a compound with the
216th Quartermasters and our
duty was to patrol the 38th
Parallel.

He was our high school football teammate. There are only 3
of us left and we have always wanted to know what happened
to him. We would appreciate any info/contacts.
Hal King
<kingadvertising@bellsouth.net>
Daytime: 270-886-2151
Night: 270-886-4500

My grandfather, Harry E. Will, served with the 7th Infantry
Division in Korea and, at one time, proudly showed me a
card that he had carried with him from 1952 until his death
in 2006. It said that he was a recipient of the Silver Bayonet.
He was never able to tell me what the Silver Bayonet award
meant, and the only thing I know about it is that it is specific
to the 7th Infantry Division. I am also lucky enough to have a
photo of him while in Korea proudly wearing this award.
If you could tell me where I could find more information on
the Silver Bayonet I would greatly appreciate it.
Nick Vorkapich Jr.
<fisherman403@hotmail.com>
Editor’s Note: Most probably this was the Bayonet
Badge. There is an article on Page 33 of this issue
about this award.
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The 7th Div. was ordered out of
Korea in late 1947. If you had 13
months in Korea you were shipped
home, if not you were sent to
Edgar Mansberry, Japan. I went with the 7th to Japan
Korea 1947
where we relieved the 11th
Airborne Div. on Hokkaido at
Camp Crowford. We arrived in Japan with 25 men to
represent the now 7th Recon Co..
We soon received 250 men from the States. The 7th Recon
was assigned, among other things, to take care of 35 horses
that were taken from the Emperor’s palace guard. I
volunteered to work in the stables. Being a country boy it
was the best job I ever had in the Army. We had the Japanese
to do the dirty work and they were happy to get the jobs.
Some of the men shown in the photographs on the following
page later died, or were wounded in Korea when the 7th
Div. returned during the Korean War.
I was always sorry I left and didn’t return to Korea with
them. But it was time for me to go home.
Greetings from North Carolina.
Edgar Mansberry
Nebo, NC 28761
Continued on the next page with Edgar’s photos.
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L to R - Edward Litchfield, Edwin Long &
Russell Palmer.

Arthur Grant, wounded in
Korea & now deceased.
Staff Sergeant Hall

Drinking beer at the EM Club in Hokkaido,
Japan, 1st Plt, 7th Recon. L to R - Fritzgerald,
Ratherford, Mansberry, Robenson,
Johnson (standing), Long.

L to R - Edward Jamison
(Blacksville, SC) & John
Hancock (Ochala, FL) at the
Noboribetsu Rest Hotel - both
were tank mechanics with the
7th Recon.

First Sergeant, 7th Recon, on
his horse “Jeep” in Hokkaido
Staff
Sergeant
Stiglich

CPL James
Melvin
(Columbia, MO)
at Camp
Crowford.
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A Japanese national handling one of the horses.
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The Invasion That Never Happened - Part 2
Received from member LTC Lupe Martinez (Ret.) who
served from WWII through Viet Nam, this is the conclusion
of the article begun in the last issue of The Hourglass. It
details American plans to invade the home islands of Japan
at the end of WWII.
The overall plan was named Operation Downfall, and the 2
operations within the overall plan were named Olympic and
Coronet. Part 2 describes the Japanese preparations to defend
their homeland and what would probably have been the cost
in lives, on both sides, had the invasion of Japan taken place.

An Invasion Not Found in the History Books
By James Martin Davis
Reprinted from the Omaha World Herald, November 1987

During the summer of 1945, American top brass concluded
that the Japanese had spent their air force since American
bombers and fighters daily flew unmolested over Japan. What
the military leaders did not know was that, since the end of
July, the Japanese had been saving all aircraft, fuel, and pilots
in reserve, and had been feverishly building new planes for
the decisive battle for their homeland.
As part of Ketsu-Go (“Conclusion”), the name for the plan
to defend Japan, the Japanese were building 20 suicide takeoff
strips in southern Kyushu with underground hangars. They
also had 35 camouflaged airfields and nine seaplane bases.
The Japanese had 58 more airfields in Korea, western Honshu

and Shikoku, which also were to be used for massive suicide
attacks.
Allied intelligence had established that the Japanese had no
more than 2,500 aircraft of which they guessed 300 would
be deployed in suicide attacks. In August 1945 however,
unknown to Allied intelligence, the Japanese still had 5,651
army and 7,074 navy aircraft, for a total of 12,725 planes of
all types. Every village had some type of aircraft
manufacturing activity. Hidden in mines, railway tunnels,
under viaducts and in basements of department stores, work
was being done to construct new planes. Additionally, the
Japanese were building newer and more effective models of
the Ouka (Cherry Blossom), a rocket-propelled bomb much
like the German V-1, but flown by a suicide pilot.

When the invasion became imminent Ketsu-Go called for a
fourfold aerial plan of attack to destroy up to 800 Allied
ships. While Allied ships were approaching Japan, but still
in the open seas, an initial force of 2,000 army and navy
fighters were to fight to the death to control the skies over
Kyushu. A second force of 330 navy combat pilots were to
attack the main body of the task force to keep it from using
its fire support and air cover to protect the troop carrying
transports. While these two forces were engaged, a third
force of 825 suicide planes was to hit the American transports.
As the invasion convoys approached their anchorages another
2,000 suicide planes were to be launched in waves of 200 to
300 in hour-by-hour attacks.
Continued on the next page.
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On the night before the expected invasion, 50 Japanese
seaplane bombers, 100 former carrier aircraft and 50 land
based army planes were to be launched in a suicide attack
on the fleet. By mid-morning of the first day of the invasion
most of the American land-based aircraft would be forced to
return to their bases, leaving the defense against the suicide
planes to the carrier pilots and the shipboard gunners.
Carrier pilots, crippled by fatigue, would have to land time
and time again to rearm and refuel. Guns would malfunction
from the heat of continuous firing and ammunition would
become scarce. Gun crews would be exhausted by nightfall,
but still the waves of kamikaze would continue. With the
fleet hovering off the beaches, all remaining Japanese aircraft
would be committed to nonstop suicide attacks, which the
Japanese hoped could be sustained for 10 days. The Japanese
planned to coordinate their air strikes with attacks from the
40 remaining submarines from the Imperial Navy - some
armed with Long Lance torpedoes with a range of 20 miles when the invasion fleet was 180 miles off Kyushu.
The Imperial Navy had 23 destroyers and two cruisers that
were still operational. These ships were to be used to
counterattack the American invasion. A number of the
destroyers were to be beached at the last minute to be used
as anti-invasion gun platforms.
Once offshore, the invasion fleet would be forced to defend
not only against the attacks from the air, but would also be
confronted by suicide attacks from the sea. Japan had
established a suicide naval attack unit of midget submarines,
human torpedoes and exploding motorboats.
The goal of the Japanese was to shatter the invasion before
the landing. The Japanese were convinced the Americans
would back off or become so demoralized that they would
then accept a less-than-unconditional surrender and a more
honorable and face-saving end for the Japanese.
But as horrible as the battle for Japan would be off the
beaches, it would be on Japanese soil that the American forces
would face the most rugged and fanatical defense encountered
during the war.
Throughout the island-hopping Pacific campaign Allied
troops had always outnumbered the Japanese by 2 to 1 and
sometimes 3 to 1. In Japan it would be different. By virtue of
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a combination of cunning, guesswork, and brilliant military
reasoning, a number of Japan’s top military leaders were
able to deduce not only when, but where, the United States
would land its first invasion forces.
Facing the 14
American
divisions
landing
at
K y u s h u
(Operation
Olympic)
would be 14
Japanese
divisions, 7
independent
m i x e d
brigades, 3 tank
brigades and
thousands of
naval troops.
On Kyushu the
odds would be
3 to 2 in favor
of the Japanese,
with 790,000 enemy defenders against 550,000 Americans.
This time the bulk of the Japanese defenders would not be
the poorly trained and ill-equipped labor battalions that the
Americans had faced in the earlier campaigns. The Japanese
defenders would be the hard core of the home army. These
troops were well fed and well equipped. They were familiar
with the terrain, had stockpiles of arms and ammunition, and
had developed an effective system of transportation and
supply almost invisible from the air. Many of these Japanese
troops were the elite of the army, and they were swollen
with a fanatical fighting spirit.
Japan’s network of beach defenses consisted of offshore
mines, thousands of suicide scuba divers attacking landing
craft, and mines planted on the beaches. Coming ashore the
American eastern amphibious assault forces at Miyazaki
would face three Japanese divisions, with two others poised
for counterattack. Awaiting the southeastern attack force at
Ariake Bay was an entire division and at least one mixed
infantry brigade.
On the western shores of Kyushu the Marines would face the
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most brutal opposition. Along the invasion beaches would
be three Japanese divisions, a tank brigade, a mixed infantry
brigade and an artillery command. Components of two other
divisions would also be poised to launch counterattacks.
If not needed to reinforce the primary landing beaches the
American Reserve Force would be landed at the base of
Kagoshima Bay on November 4, where they would be
confronted by two mixed infantry brigades, parts of two
infantry divisions and thousands of naval troops.
All along the invasion beaches, American troops would face
coastal batteries, anti-landing obstacles and a network of
heavily fortified pillboxes, bunkers, and underground
fortresses. As the Americans waded ashore, they would face
intense artillery and mortar fire as they worked their way
through concrete rubble and barbed wire entanglements
arranged to funnel them into the muzzles of these Japanese
guns.
On the beaches
and beyond
would
be
hundreds of
Japanese
machinegun
positions,
beach mines,
booby traps,
tripwire mines
and sniper
units. Suicide
u n i t s
concealed in
“spider holes”
would engage
the troops as
they passed
nearby. In the
heat of battle, Japanese infiltration units would be sent to
wreak havoc in the American lines by cutting phone and
communication lines. Some of the Japanese troops would be
in American uniforms; English-speaking Japanese officers
were assigned to break in on American radio traffic to call
off artillery fire, to order retreats and to further confuse
troops. Other infiltrators with demolition charges strapped
on their chests or backs would attempt to blow up American

Winter 2009

tanks, artillery pieces and ammunition stores as they were
unloaded ashore.
Beyond the beaches were large artillery pieces situated to
bring down a curtain of fire on the beach. Some of these
large guns were mounted on railroad tracks running in and
out of caves protected by concrete and steel.
The battle for Japan would be won by what Simon Bolivar
Buckner, a Lieutenant General in the Confederate army during
the Civil War, had called “Prairie Dog Warfare.” This type
of fighting was almost unknown to the ground troops in Europe
and the Mediterranean. It was peculiar only to the soldiers
and Marines who had fought the Japanese on islands all over
the Pacific - at Tarawa, Saipan, Iwo Jima and Okinawa.
“Prairie dog warfare” was a battle for yards, feet and
sometimes inches. It was a brutal, deadly and dangerous form
of combat aimed at an underground, heavily fortified, nonretreating enemy.
In the mountains behind the Japanese beaches were
underground networks of caves, bunkers, command posts and
hospitals connected by miles of tunnels with dozens of
entrances and exits. Some of these complexes could hold up
to 1,000 troops.
In addition to the use of poison gas and bacteriological
warfare (which the Japanese had experimented with), Japan
had mobilized its citizenry. The Japanese civilian population,
inflamed by a national slogan - “One Hundred Million Will
Die for the Emperor and Nation” - were prepared to fight to
the death. Twenty-eight million Japanese had become a part
of the National Volunteer Combat Force. They were armed
with ancient rifles, lunge mines, satchel charges, Molotov
cocktails and one-shot black powder mortars. Others were
armed with swords, long bows, axes and bamboo spears.
The civilian units were to be used in nighttime attacks, hit
and run maneuvers, delaying actions and massive suicide
charges at the weaker American positions. In the early stage
of the invasion, 1,000 Japanese and American soldiers would
be dying every hour.
The invasion of Japan never became a reality because on
August 6, 1945, an atomic bomb was exploded over
Continued on the next page.
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into the northern half of the Japanese home islands. Japan
today could be divided much like Korea and Germany.
The world was spared the cost of Operation Downfall,
however, because Japan formally surrendered to the United
States on September 2, 1945, and World War II was over.
The aircraft carriers, cruisers and transport ships scheduled
to carry the invasion troops to Japan instead ferried home
the American troops in a gigantic operation called Magic
Carpet.

Hiroshima. Three days later, a second bomb was dropped
on Nagasaki. Within days the war with Japan was at a close.
Had these bombs not been dropped, and had the invasion
been launched as scheduled, combat casualties in Japan
would have numbered at a minimum in the tens of thousands.
Every foot of Japanese soil would have been paid for by
Japanese and American lives. One can only guess at how
many civilians would have committed suicide in their homes
or in futile mass military attacks. In retrospect the 1 million
American men who were to be the casualties of the invasion
were instead lucky enough to survive the war.
Intelligence studies and military estimates made 50 years
ago, and not latter-day speculation, clearly indicate that the
battle for Japan might well have resulted in the biggest bloodbath in the history of modern warfare. Far worse would be
what might have happened to Japan as a nation and as a
culture. When the invasion came it would have come after
several months of fire bombing all of the remaining Japanese
cities. The cost in human lives that resulted from the two
atomic blasts was small in comparison to the total number of
Japanese lives that would have been lost by this aerial
devastation.

In the fall of 1945, in the aftermath of the war, few people
concerned themselves with the invasion plans. Following
the surrender, the classified documents, maps, diagrams and
appendices for Operation Downfall were packed away in
boxes and eventually stored at the National Archives. These
plans that called for the invasion of Japan paint a vivid
description of what might have been one of the most horrible
campaigns in the history of man. The fact that the story of the
invasion of Japan is locked up in the National Archives and
is not told in our history books is something for which all
Americans can be thankful.

Association Supports Museums
At the June 27th Governing Council meeting members JT
Morgan and Levi “Rabbit” Haire presented a proposal for
the Association to use some of its surplus funds in support of
museums that help to perpetuate the memory of those who
served in past wars. Several recommendations were
considered. The Army Museum at Fort Belvoir was
considered, but it turned out that their emphasis is actually
the Viet Nam era. The motion was approved to fund $500.00
contributions to the World War II Museum in New Orleans
and the Infantry Museum located at Fort Benning, GA as
both museums are more in keeping with the service of our
membership.
Contributions of $500 have been sent to both museums.
Included with the transmittal letters was a request for the
museums to include in their contributors’ walkway a paver
brick/stone which carries the engraving:

With American forces locked in combat in the south of Japan
little could have prevented the Soviet Union from marching

Page 16

“7th Infantry Div. Association
honors all who served”

N

L

The Hourglass

L

Winter 2009

Treasurer’s Report

Doug’s Report

Operating Statement

Musings from your Treasurer, Roster Manager and (by
default) webmaster!

4/1/2009 through 9/30/2009 (Cash Basis)
INCOME
Donations Received
Booster ................................................... 1,376.00
Postage ........................................................ 30.00
Unrestricted ............................................... 381.50
TOTAL Donations Received .............................. 1,787.50
Dues Income ...............................................................
2009-11 .................................................. 8,180.00
2011-13 ..................................................... 570.00
2013-15 ....................................................... 30.00
TOTAL Dues Income .......................................... 8,780.00
Interest Income................................................. 521.66
Other Income ..................................................... 10.00
Quartermaster Sales...................................... 2,665.35
TOTAL Reunion 2009 Deposits ......................... 4,500.75
TOTAL INCOME ........................................... 18,265.26

Every time I am asked to provide material for an edition of
The Hourglass I seem to end up with the same old things.
Ask the members to be sure and keep their records up to date
by sending changes of addresses, new eMail addresses and
phone numbers. Ask the members to voluntarily pay their
dues when they are due. Well, something new has been added!
I realize it is not for everybody but for those of you who use
the Internet or have spouses, children or grandchildren who
can help you use the Internet, a new function has been added
to our web site.

EXPENSES
Charitable Donations - Cash ......................... 1,000.00
Computer Maintenance .................................... 195.00
Dues Refund ...................................................... 24.00
Hourglass....................................................................
Distribution ............................................ 2,004.00
Postage ........................................................ 28.74
Production .............................................. 8,929.49
TOTAL Hourglass....................................... 10,962.23
Merchandise Inventory ................................. 2,467.90
Office Expenses
Miscellaneous Supplies ............................ 157.75
Printing Services ......................................... 26.14
Quartermaster Supplies ............................. 425.16
Stationery & Envelopes .............................. 94.58
TOTAL Office Expenses .................................. 703.63
Postage
Executive Secretary .................................... 85.27
HG Editor ................................................... 63.83
Quartermaster ............................................ 779.17
Treasurer ................................................... 230.89
TOTAL Postage ............................................ 1,159.16
Reunion 2009................................................ 9,597.78
TOTAL EXPENSES ...................................... 26,109.70

Continued on Page 28

OVERALL TOTAL ..................................... (7,844.44)

Since 2003 we have had a “Members” section on the web
site that is accessible only with your user name and password.
For those of you who have never used it, your user name is
your last name and your password is your membership
number. You will find that number on your membership card.

Balance Sheet - as of 9/30/2009
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts
7th IDA Checking 4-150740 ................................ 9,684.40
CD 21888 ............................................................ 2,304.30
CD 21987 ............................................................ 2,309.28
CD 22365 ............................................................ 2,305.93
CD 22886 ............................................................ 2,283.00
CD 23009 ............................................................ 2,273.14
CD 23108 ............................................................ 2,244.20
CD 23124 ............................................................ 2,192.34
CD 23199 ............................................................ 2,177.91
Money Market - 3273310744 ............................ 10,058.49
Petty Cash - Quartermaster ..................................... 300.00
TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts .................. 38,132.99
TOTAL ASSETS ............................................. 38,132.99
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities ................................................................... 0.00
TOTAL LIABILITIES ............................................. 0.00
EQUITY ........................................................... 38,132.99
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY ................ 38,132.99
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President’s Comments continued from Page 1
Two Governors, Alexander Bravo and Charles Iden, both
agreed to be nominated for another six-year term as
Governors. Additionally Ken Mattingly, 31st Infantry and
43 rd Engineers, agreed to be nominated for the third
Governor’s position that was open. These three gentlemen
were elected unanimously by the membership and we thank
them for their service.
We have found a consultant to help keep our web site going.
He was referred to us by our publisher, Frank Wadge. In
recognition of our tight budgetary situation and being a
veterans’ organization, the consultant is donating 40% of his
normal charges to the Association. For the time being Doug
Halbert has agreed to serve as the webmaster while being
supported by the consultant. If there is a member out there
that would like to contribute his/her talents to the Association
by serving as the webmaster with the support of our
consultant, we would certainly welcome your assistance.
Certainly, Doug Halbert does not need this additional job!
Until next time…
Your President,

Gene Peeples

Smarts!
One of my jobs in the Army is to
give service members and their
families tours of the
demilitarized zone in South
Korea. Before taking people to
a lookout point to view North
Korea, we warn visitors to watch
their heads climbing the stairs, as there is a low
overhang. The tour guide, first to the top, gets
to see how many people did not heed his advice.
On one tour I watched almost an entire unit hit
their heads one after another as they came up
the stairs. Curious, I asked their commander what
unit they were from. “Military intelligence,” he
replied.

Editor’s Perspective
I hope that all of you who went to Baton Rouge enjoyed your
time together at the reunion. In May I attended the 40th
anniversary of my OCS class and it was great to see my
comrades again, most of whom I hadn’t seen for 40 years.
The Hourglass is only as good as you make it. Without the
letters and other information you send in, there wouldn’t be
much “news” to report. A good example of this is all the
input I received from members about the Bayonet Badge after
asking a question in the last issue, and I thank all of you who
responded.
Your own recollections of your service are very important.
My father died a number of years ago without ever relating
much about his WWII naval service. It would have been
really nice to have heard about it from him, instead of from
one of his old Navy buddies after he’d died.
So don’t be shy! You don’t have to be a Hemmingway or a
Steinbeck - just put your memories into words and send them
in, along with your pictures and anything else you think would
be of interest to our Members. I can’t guarantee that everything
sent in will make it to press, but providing we have not
published it recently, the probability is very high.
I keep seeing items that might be of interest to Viet Nam-era
veterans, but then I remember that the 7ID did not serve in
Viet Nam. The Association does, however, have members
who served with the 7ID in Korea during the Viet Nam era
and I was wondering what, if any, articles or information
these members would like to see in The Hourglass. Please
let me know.
Incidentally, we have moved a couple of our regular features
around. The QM Store is now located on the center pages
followed by the Membership Application so it can be easily
removed and passed on without the loss of any important
information.

Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor
<hourglass@7ida.us>

Edward Ramirez courtesy Reader’s Digest
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The Quartermaster’s Store
http://7ida.us/

Caps

Small Bolo Tie

The official “bill cap” for the
Association. They come in red,
white or black with the
“Hourglass” logo on the front and
one size fits all. Please specify the
color you want.
$11.00 each

Specify Silver or Gold end caps.
$12.00 each.

Lapel Pin

7th IDA Tie Bar

$3.50 each

$9.00 each

7th IDA Key Ring
$8.00 each

Crests

Dog Tag Key Ring

$7.00 each

Brass Dog Tag Key Ring
$8.00 each

NEW ITEM!

17th Infantry
Regiment

31st Infantry
Regiment

Now in
stock
!
1954 7th ID Yearbook

32nd Infantry
Regiment

CD

Souvenir Brass Coin

Produced by the Division Command
Almost 300 pages!
$15.00 each

7th Inf. Div. (Light), 1980’s & 90’s, 1½" diameter.
Illustration below shows the obverse and the reverse.
$3.00 each

7th IDA Decals
4½" diameter
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00
2¾” diameter
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00

N

Page 19

L

The Hourglass

Winter 2009

L

Military Black Belt

Unit Pins

Black belt with
brass military 7th
Inf. Div. belt
buckle.
$14.00 each

The authorized 7th
Inf. Div. unit pins.
One is worn on each
epaulet.
$4.50 each

Hat Pins
$3.50 each

Dress Hourglass Patch
Black & Red
$4.00 each, 2 for $7.00

Tee Shirts
With Logo (S, M, L, XL or XXL)
$12.00

7th IDA Cloth Patch
$3.00 each

Order of the Bayonet Pin

7th IDA Challenge Coin

$9.00 each

Bumper Sticker
$3.00 each

Page 20

1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces. Obverse is red, white
and black enamel w/clear epoxy coating. Reverse is red,
black and bronze.
1 coin - $10.00; 2 coins - $18.00;
5 coins - $40.00;10 coins = $70.00
Packing & shipping is included in the prices. Be sure to
state any color & size choices in your order. Make your
check for the total cost of all items, payable to:
“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:
7th Infantry Division Association
Robert Hoxsie, Quartermaster
30 Mapleview Drive
Cranston, RI 02920-3110
Tel: 401/946-9967
Note: All profits from the Quartermaster’s Store go into
the Association Treasury and are used for the betterment
of the Association.
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Membership Application Form
Please TYPE or PRINT clearly.
.

Name:
Last Name

First

Sex:

Middle





Male

Female

Address:

.
Street, RR, or PO Box

Apartment #

.
City

Status: Veteran

State

9 Digit Zip Code

Country

Widow(er) of Veteran Child (Grandchild) of Veteran Supporter

Spouse’s Name:

.

(or nearest kin)

Phones: (
)
Home

(

)

(
)
Business

Cell

_

(
Fax

)

_ ,

eMail Address:

.

Name and relationship of person who served with the Division:

.

The following information relates to the person who served with the Division:

Military:
Assignment
With 7th ID from:

.
Platoon

Company

Troop

.To:

Battalion

Battery

Regiment

_

Highest Rank:

DOB:

Brigade

/

/

.

Overseas Assignments, Major Battles, Awards, Decorations and Service Medals:
If more space is required to complete this question, please use a separate sheet of paper and attach to this form.

.
.
.
_
Applicant’s Signature

Date of Application

Biennial dues are $30.00 payable July 1st in the odd year.
If you are joining in an even year, your initial dues are $15.00
which pays you up to June 30th of the following, odd year.

Please mail the completed form and your check to:
7th Infantry Division Association
518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

Recommended By 7th IDA Member:
.
.
.

Name:
Address:

New Members are immediately placed on our mailing list and receive a Membership Card, a 7th IDA lapel
pin, a 7th IDA auto decal, a copy of our Constitution and By-laws, and a current copy of The Hourglass.
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New Member List
Organization
Name

Address

13th Engineer Battalion [C]
Parker, Richard E.
144 Deer Run Dr.
Rotolo, Joseph M.
16 Daniel Lane
15th AAA Battalion
Mahan, Gary C.
29323 Dueberry Rdg
17th Infantry Regiment
Maxson, Rodney R.
3522 Gulf
17th Transportation Bn.
Thomas, John S.
4928 Mullette Lane
2nd Battle Group, 3rd Infantry
Gonzales, Henry M.
4014 Junker St.
31st Field Artillery Battalion
Thompson, Gerald J.
110 E. 5th St.
31st Infantry Regiment
Holson, Eddie J.
1305 N. Silver St.
Lesch, Donald M.
2870 NE 63rd St.
32nd Infantry Regiment
Blake, Richard J.
10 Patton Rd.
34th Inf - 2nd Battle Group
Berning, Wilbert G.
330 E. 4th St
6/8 Field Artillery
Gaus, Raymond J.
575 S. Perry Pkwy #1
707th Ordnance Maint.
Zimmerman, Michael A 1680 Clavey Rd.
76th Field Artillery Battalion
Burczynski, Stephen E. 1847 N. Stiles St.
7th Quartermaster Co.
Hill, Kenneth P.
1010 Arnott Ct
7th Supply & Transport Battalion
Skeels, Alan J.
419 S Elgin Blvd.
9th Infantry Regiment
Coutermarsh, Richard A 4623 Amber Alcove Ct.
Division Headquarters
Graham, Charles E
PO Box 310

City, State, ZIP

Phone

Pearisburg, VA 24134
Kinnelon, NJ 07405

(540) 921-4560
(973) 492-9273

HQ & HQ
D

Fair Oaks, TX 78015

(831) 981-8471

HQ

Midland, TX 79707

(432) 699-0791

HQ

Saint James City, FL 33956

(239) 283-1708

HQ & HQ

Rosenberg, TX 77471

(281) 342-0807

C/S

Canby, MN 56220

(505) 223-5149

A

Olney, IL 62450
Ocala, FL 34479

(618) 393-6521
(352) 867-7688

F
H

St. James, NY 11780

(631) 584-6399

D

Norborne, MO 64668

(660) 593-3861

C

Oregon, WI 53575

A

Highland Park, IL 60035

(847) 579-0740

D

Linden, NJ 07036

(908) 486-8785

HQ

Bakersfield, CA 93307

(661) 747-2108

South Elgin, IL 60177

(847) 888-1013

Kingwood, TX 77345
Southmayd, TX 76268

N

HHC
HHC

(903) 893-4938

Total New Members as of September 2009 - 18
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7th IDA Governing Council
Officers
Name
F. E. (Gene) Peeples
Gene C. Richards
Julius “JT” Morgan
Ronald R. Levendoski
John H. Stengel
Douglas J. Halbert
Robert C. Hoxsie
Jerry Piller

Office
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
3rd Vice President
Executive Secretary
Treasurer & Roster Manager
Quartermaster
Hourglass Editor

Term
2003 - 2011
2007 - 2013
2007 - 2011
2001 - 2013
2005 - 2013
2005 - 2011
2005 - 2013
2009 - 2013

Governors
George Boggs
Alexander Bravo
Clyde Carlisle
Levi O. Haire
Richard Hazelmyer

Charles D. Iden
Ken Mattingly
Vilas “Sid” Morris
Jacob Sauter
Richard Steinmetz

2007 - 2013
1997 - 2015
1995 - 2011
2001 - 2013
2005 - 2011

Membership Status

7th IDA Booster Club
Boosters 4/1/09 - 9/30/09

Dues Status - 9/30/2009
Paid Until
2011
2013
2015
2017
2019
2025
2027

Members
439
28
11
5
1
1
2

Associate
Courtesy
Honorary
Honored

2003 - 2015
2009 - 2015
2007 - 2013
2007 - 2009
2005 - 2011

68
4
3
141

Total Members in Good Standing - 703

Recruiting Honor Roll
April 2009 through September 2009
Patrick Berning
Gene Peeples
4
John Stengel
Doug Halbert
4
James E. Snodgrass
Web site
3
Ira F. Whitaker
Richard E. Merrill 1
Harold H. Winer
Phil Gans
1
Total New Members 18

1
1
1
1
1

Robert Chapman
Louis R. Chiarito
David S Collins
Roy L. Drago
William A. Gentry
Ernest L. Hagness
Harvey L Hampton
Samuel H. Hosier
Stuart G. Hunt
Richard W. Jaccarino
Robert A. Kelly
Robert A. Kraushaar
William E. Labbe
Gary C. Mahan
Ken R. Mattingly

Don P. Metzgar
Gene Peeples
Donald E. Pierce
J. W. Reding
Gene C. Richards
Frank D. Rowell
Leroy L. Shook
Kenneth W. Smith
John H. Stein
John H. Stengel
Harry A. Thambounaris
William R. Turnage
John W. Waldie
George W. Young
Paul C. Zaiser

Thirty members made contributions to the Booster Club
during this 6-month period. The total of the contributions
was $1,376.00.
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Letter of Commendation
HEADQUARTERS THIRTY SECOND INFANTRY
APO 7
24 April l95l
SUBJECT:

Commendable Action

THRU: Commanding General
7th Infantry Division
APO 7
TO:

Commanding Officer
48th Field Artillery Battalion
APO 7

l. The superb support rendered this regiment by the 48th Field Artillery Battalion
on the morning of 23 April l95l during a fanatical attack by a determined enemy against
our positions in the vicinity of Iptong, Korea, six miles east of the Hwachon Reservoir,
was a contributing factor in the defeat of the enemy in this action.
2. The attack was the beginning of a communist offensive designed to defeat UN
forces in this area. It began about 0230 hrs and continued heavily until long after
daylight. By 0800 hrs 23 April, the battalion had fired over 2800 rounds. This fire was
accurate and effective, indicative of the efficiency of the forward observers, fire
direction center and firing sections alike. The count of the enemy dead after the
fighting had subsided totaled nearly 400. There is no doubt that the 48th Field Artillery
Battalion accounted for a great number of these and, in doing so, saved the lives of many
of our men.
3. For the regiment, I wish to express our appreciation for such excellent
support, and recall for all that never has the teamwork of this combat team failed to
defeat the enemy.
CHARLES M. MOUNT JR
Lt. Colonel, Inf.
Commanding
1st Endorsement
Headquarters, 7th Infantry Division, APO 7, l June 195l
C.B. FERENBAUGH
Maj Gen, USA
Commanding
2nd Endorsement
HEADQUARTERS 7TH INFANTRY DIVISION ARTILLERY, APO 7, 4 June l95l
HOMER W. KIEFER
Brig Gen, USA
Commanding
3rd Endorsement
HEADQUARTERS, 48TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION, APO 7, 6 June l95l
ULRICH G. GIBBONS
LT. COL. ARTY
Commanding
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Shared by Leroy K. Humes
HQ 48th FA BN
<aleeroy@optonline.net>

Keith Nelson Honored

Medal of Honor Citation

The Congressional Record (edited)
United States House of Representatives

PVT Joe P. Martinez was a farm hand
from Ault, CO who served with Co. K, 32d
Inf, 7th Inf Div on the island of Attu in the
Aleutian Islands during WWII. For his
heroic actions he was posthumously
awarded the Medal of Honor, the only one
awarded for that battle.

Honoring the Patriotism and Service of Keith Nelson
in the House of Representatives Wednesday, January 10, 2007
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor the patriotism and
military service of Mr. Keith Nelson of Fleming, CO. Mr.
Nelson was born in Sterling, CO and served in the US Army
in the Pacific theater during World War II from 1944-46.
During his military service, he witnessed an incredibly
significant moment in history - the end of the Battle of
Okinawa.
It was close to the end of the fighting in Okinawa, when
Company L, 32nd Regiment, 7th Infantry Division was
assigned the task of taking a grove of trees near the southern
tip of the island. Mr. Nelson’s platoon was led by a former
Marine who wanted the glory of reaching the ocean first. As
they entered the trees, an American flame-throwing tank came
up behind them.
Being the scout of the platoon, Mr. Nelson was assigned the
job of stopping the tank. He went warily back, and walked
up very close to the tank, shouting at the soldiers inside.
They hadn’t seen Nelson and, when they heard him, they
threw the flamethrower in his face. Jumping back and yelling
so they would know he wasn’t the enemy, Mr. Nelson then
went back to his company and had his platoon leader rush
them through the grove as quickly as they could go.
They kept moving until they could see the edge of the cliff
bordering the water; their leader had achieved his objective.
As platoon scout, Mr. Nelson was the first to look upon that
glorious scene, the end of the Battle of Okinawa. And, though
he didn’t know it at the time, that made him the first to see
the end of fighting in World War II.
After the war, Mr. Nelson returned to Colorado and married
Wanda Moncrief in 1948. They had four sons, Dennis, Brett,
Elon, and Gary. Mr. Nelson currently resides in Fleming,
Colorado.
Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for Mr. Nelson’s selfless service
to our nation. His story should be preserved for posterity. I
urge my colleagues to join me in recognizing a man worthy
of our honor, Mr. Keith Nelson.
/s/ Marilyn Musgrave Representative
Editor’s note: Mr. Nelson is a new member of our Assn.
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Citation
For conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity above and beyond the call
of duty in action with the enemy. Over a period of several
days, repeated efforts to drive the enemy from a key defensive
position high in the snow-covered precipitous mountains
between East Arm Holtz Bay and Chichagof Harbor had
failed. On 26 May 1943, troop dispositions were readjusted
and a trial coordinated attack on this position by a reinforced
battalion was launched. Initially successful, the attack
hesitated. In the face of severe hostile machinegun, rifle, and
mortar fire, Pvt. Martinez, an automatic rifleman, rose to his
feet and resumed his advance. Occasionally he stopped to
urge his comrades on. His example inspired others to follow.
After a most difficult climb, Pvt.
Martinez eliminated resistance
from part of the enemy position
by BAR fire and hand grenades,
thus assisting the advance of other
attacking elements. This success
only partially completed the
action. The main Holtz-Chichagof
Pass rose about 150 feet higher,
flanked by steep rocky ridges and
reached by a snow-filled defile.
Passage was barred by enemy fire
from either flank and from tiers
of snow trenches in front. Despite
This statue honoring these obstacles, and knowing of
PVT Martinez has their existence, Pvt. Martinez
been erected in Ault, again led the troops on and up,
CO and Greeley, CO. personally silencing several
It was sculpted by trenches with BAR fire and
Maxine Schwartz and ultimately reaching the pass itself.
cast by the Spirits in Here, just below the knifelike rim
Bronze foundry in of the pass, Pvt. Martinez
Greeley, CO.
encountered a final enemyoccupied trench and as he was engaged in firing into it was
mortally wounded. The pass, however, was taken, and its
capture was an important preliminary to the end of organized
hostile resistance on the island.
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FTS Recognition Program
By Jerry Piller
In the last issue there was a letter from Charles Koppelman
concerning the Freedom Team Salute (FTS) recognition
program currently being operated by the Secretary of the
Army/Army Chief of Staff. Out of curiosity I sent away for
my own recognition package and shown here is what I
received: a Letter of Appreciation, Certificate of
Appreciation, 2 US Army decals, and a hat pin (shown
mounted on a card).

M1 Pederson?
Did you know that the US Rifle, Caliber .30, M1 rifle
could have been the M1 Pederson rifle? Had John C.
Garand’s design lost out to John D. Pederson’s design in
a selection process conducted between 1920-29 by the
US Ordinance Dept. that could have been the case. At
one point the rifle was chambered for a .276-cal cartridge
but, in the end, the standard .30-cal military round of that
era was retained.

If you would like your own Recognition Package, just submit
your name and service information by mail or eMail to:
Charles Koppelman
6 Yarmouth Drive.
Monroe Township, NJ 08831-4742
<charleskoppelman@yahoo.com>

It was officially adopted as the military’s service rifle in
1936 and remained so until it was replaced by the M14
in 1957. About 6 million M1 rifles were manufactured
between 1937 and the early 1950s. It was never officially
designated as the “M1 Garand,” but has always been
known by that name.

Your Recognition Package will arrive in about 4-6 weeks.

Page 26

N

L

The Hourglass

Winter 2009

L

Return of Japanese Memorabilia
Update
By Charles Richardson

they had been received by August 18,
2009.

Leslie S. (Les) Ellis, a 7th Inf. Div. officer
during WWII, has fulfilled his longtime
desire to return some personal items to
relatives of a Japanese soldier killed on
Okinawa.

Ellis said earlier that he felt strongly that
a relative of the deceased soldier should
have the items in their possession. “I made
a promise to God that if I could survive
the battles that I would serve Him for the
rest of my life,” said Ellis. He continued,
“As I am a Christian, forgiveness must be
a part of my life. He (the Japanese soldier)
was fighting for his country as we were
for ours.”

Ellis was a 1LT with Co. C, 17th Inf., 7th
Inf. Div. on Okinawa when he obtained a
pouch from the body of a Japanese soldier
after hostile actions between the American
and Japanese forces. Items in the pouch
included:

Leslie S. (Les) Ellis holding
the package containing the
♦ A Japanese flag with names of male WWII Japanese flag and six
Contact info for Les Ellis is:
friends’ signatures and short messages of photos he mailed to Japan.
Leslie S. (Les) Ellis,
encouragement
2216 Regent Dr., Abilene, TX 79605
♦ Six photos of the deceased and relatives Photo by Charles R. Richardson
<superchief2@webtv.net>
or friends
♦ A Japanese medal
Charles R. (Charlie) Richardson served with the 7th
Inf. Div. in Korea (1958-59), was managing editor of
The Hourglass published the original story about this in the the Division’s weekly newspaper, The Bayonet (1959Winter 2008 issue. Subsequently two friends of Charles 60), at Pacific Stars and Stripes, Tokyo, and as Editor
Richardson in Japan assisted him and suggested contacting of The Hourglass (2005-08).
the Foreign Affairs Planning Division of War Victim’s Relief,
Social Welfare and War Victim’s Relief Bureau, Ministry of
Gene Peeples Honored
Health, Labour and Welfare in Tokyo.
Recently Gene
Peeples,
our
In mid-July, 2009 Ellis received a letter from a Japanese
A
s
s
o
c
i
a
t
i
on
government office saying, “We are most grateful for your
President, was
cooperation in the return of the belongings of fallen Japanese
honored by the
serviceman. We are glad to inform you that that as a result of
Department of
our survey of owners of the flag of the rising sun, purse,
Veterans Affairs for
medal, coins and photogram, the owner of the flag of the
contributing 1,598
rising sun has been identified.” The soldier was identified
hours of volunteer
as TANIGUCHI Tomekichi, a sergeant from Sapporo,
service at the Bay
Hokkaido who served with the 22nd Infantry Regiment.
Pines Veterans
The bereaved family member has been identified as
Hospital,
St.
TANIGUCHI Toshio, a nephew, whose residence is also in
Petersburg,
FL.
Sapporo.
Upon receiving the message, Ellis packaged all the items,
except the medal, and mailed them at the Abilene, TX Post
Office to the appropriate government office in Japan, where

Gene is shown here with his award plaque.
Congratulations Gene!

N

Page 27

L

The Hourglass

L

Winter 2009

Important Address Changes!
Due to problems with the old administrator of our web site,
in October we were forced to change our web site address
(URL), along with all the eMail addresses associated with
the Association and its Officers.
The new web address is http://7ida.us and the new eMail
address for contacting The Hourglass is hourglass@7ida.us.
All the updated eMail addresses for the Officers are listed
on our web site in the Officers section.
Doug’s Report continued from Page 16
You have the power to edit your personal record. Until now,
the new information you entered just updated the “Members”
section on the web. It did nothing to update the master roster
that I keep. That master roster is the mailing list so it is
important that it be up to date.
With the help of our new web consultant, a new function has
been added to the web site. If you log in to the “Members”
section and select “Edit your Profile” you can make changes
to your personal information. The roster manager will be
automatically notified that you made changes so your record
can be up-dated on the master file. In other words, you can
change your profile on the web site and that transaction will
automatically keep your Association data up to date. You do
not have to spend money on stamps or mail anything. So
now, I ask that you do your part in keeping your roster
information up to date. If you know other members that do
not use the Internet, offer to help them keep their records up
to date.
Additionally, I call to your attention that there has been a
change to the Association web address. It is now 7ida.us An
“a” has been added to reflect that we are an association. All
of our eMail addresses have changed. Mine changed to
<treasurer@7ida.us>,
Gene
Peeples’
to
<president@7ida.us>, and Jerry Piller’s changed to
<hourglass@7ida.us>. All of our Governors and other
officers are now at 7ida.us.
Lastly, if there is any member out there who would be willing
to take on the function of Association Webmaster, your
assistance would be most welcome. We have an excellent
consultant who makes sure any changes made to the web site
do not cause it to crash and he is very responsive to requests
for changes.
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2009 Reunion Report
The reunion in Baton Rouge was a great success in spite of a
lower than hoped for number of members in attendance. It
was hoped that about 150 of our 675 members in good
standing, and another 541 whose dues remain unpaid, would
join us. But it was not to be. The low attendance can probably
be attributed to the state of the economy these days. We’ll
do better in 2011.
There were old and new members who attended, which was
really good to see. It was a long trip to Baton Rouge for
Barb Williams and me, but we got see a lot of this fine
country. And getting to see the Association members and the
WWII Museum made it well worth our time and effort.
At the reunion a lamp made by SGT William Weiss, Co. C,
1st Bn, 17th Inf Rgt, was raffled and won by Assn. Governor
Charles Iden. Mr. Weiss made this lamp, whose shade
includes the 7th Div. insignia, in the 1980s as part of a glass
art class. He was a veteran of the Korean War, serving
from1950-53, and was also one of the Association’s officers
in its early years. His widow, Beverly, donated the lamp to
the Association and the proceeds from the lamp were added
to the Association’s general fund.
Governor Iden in turn
donated the lamp to the
National Infantry Museum &
Soldier Center, Columbus
(Ft. Benning), GA where it
sits today on display.
Governor Iden is shown
here at the Museum with
LTC Fitzpatrick who is
responsible for all items donated to the Museum.
On the following two pages are a few photographs of the
reunion’s activities.

John H. (Casey) Stengel
Executive Secretary
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2009 Baton Rouge Reunion Pictures
American Legion Post 138 Honor
Guard, supplemented by Doug
Halbert who is holding the 7ID colors
with streamers.

The general membership attending
one of the General Session
meetings.

The Governing Council conducting the Association’s
business.

Attendees in front of
the 7ID banner.

N
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One of the dinners with the members and their guests.

Winter 2009

Members waiting their turns to add the new campaign
streamers to the 7ID flag.

7ID flag with all the new streamers attached.

Member Wayne
Johnson’s 5 year old
granddaughter Sunni
Cromwell did a fantastic
job singing “You’re a
Grand Old Flag” at
Saturday’s banquet.
Proud parents Karen and
Matt Cromwell were also
in the audience.
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The Reunion attendees included these 8 veterans of
WWII. They are, from left to right:
Back: Tom Ostrander, Keith Nelson, Jerry Cuslidge,
James Atkins, Jr., Harold Holliger, Rudolph Dill
Front: Bill Cooper, Harold Wheatley
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2009 Reunion Attendance List
Member

Spouse/Guest

City & State

Member

Abasciano, Frank A.
Atkins, James W.
Beale, Clark E.
Boggs, George E.
Bravo, Alexander
Bullard, John R.
Burns, Donald J.
Carlisle, Clyde E.
Cooper, William E.
Crawford, Galen G.
Cuslidge, Gerald E.
Dill, Rudolph
Dupre, Harold
Gonzales, Henry M.
Graham, Charles E
Grant, Gordon M
Haire, Levi O.
Halbert, Douglas J.
Hampton, Harvey L
Hazelmyer, Richard E.
Herrington, Charles E.
Hill, Kenneth P.
Holliger, Harold E.
Holson, Eddie J.
Hostetler, Donald E.
Houchin, Gerald N.
Hunt, Sherwon G.
Iden, Charles D.
Jaskowak, Robert W.

Grace Konisky
Rebecca
Thelma
Lillian
Roseanna
Carol Lane
Betty
Ann
Marion
Janet
Beth
Margie

Worchester, MA
Mauckport, IN
Lima, OH
Elkins Park, PA
Goleta, CA
Warsaw, IN
Cheektowaga, NY
Lindale, TX
Orinda, CA
Baton Rouge, LA
Daly City, CA
Ocean Springs, MS
Opelousas, LA
Rosenberg, TX
Southmayd, TX
Arlington, VA
Ellijay, GA
Wailuku, HI
Newport, KY
Spokane, WA
Shreveport, LA
Bakersfield, CA
Blue Springs, MO
Olney, IL
Venice, FL
Belle Center, OH
Boaz, AL
Columbus, GA
Racine, WI

Peeples, Francis E.
Elaine
Largo, FL
Pierce, Donald E.
Ypsilanti, MI
Pollock, William C.
June Wilson
Riverview, FL
Randolph, Malcom M. Betty Jo
Batesville, MS
Richards, Gene C.
Judy
N. Richland Hills, TX
Jack Richards (Brother) Weatherford, TX
Rindge, Samuel F.
Kathy
S. Pasadena, CA
Rowell, Frank D.
Barbara
Arnaudville, LA
Sauter, Jacob
Mount Holly, NJ
Shook, Leroy L.
Garnet C. Shook Keysville, VA
Smith, Kenneth W.
Joyce
Highland Haven, TX
Steinmetz, Richard C.
Huntsville, OH
Stengel, John H.
Barb Williams
Grand Rapids, MI
Taylor, Theodore R.
Daytona Beach, FL
Timm, Marvin D.
Alice
Augusta, GA
Turnage, William R. Mary
Orangevale, CA
Wheatley, Harold D. Helen
Savoy, IL
Kenneth & Judy Eldridge
Whitaker, Ira E.
Wanda
Fletcher, OK

Cecilia
Johnnie
Mildred
Lillie

Jo Ann
Jackie
Pat

Faye
Mary Ann
Joan C.
Michael Jaskowak
Jean Marie Dellinger
Johnson, Wayne R.
Karen & Matt Cromwell Wenonah, NJ
Colton & Sunni Cromwell
Jones, Jimmie C.
Bobbie
Reno, NV
Kane, Thomas M.
Brooklyn, NY
Keefe, David W.
Rye, NH
Labbe, William E.
Stanton, MI
Lawrence, Marion L. Madonna
Alger, OH
Levendoski, Ronald R.
Brownsville, MN
Magnuson, Kermit L. Hazel
Newfolden, MN
Mahan, Gary C.
Fair Oaks, TX
Mattingly, Ken R.
Donna
Bloomington, IL
Morgan, Julius T.
Nancy
Covington, GA
Mott, Stanley T.
Shirley
Two Rivers, WI
Nelson, Keith K.
Marilyn Campbell Fleming, CO
Ostrander, Tom H.
Mt. Vernon, OH

Spouse/Guest

City & State

Total Members In Attendance - 60
Total Spouses and Guests - 50
Total Attendance - 110

2009 Reunion Accounting
Description
Amount
Deposits Received
Banquet 6-27 .......................................... 3,776.90
Breakfast 6-28 ........................................ 1,451.70
Registration Fees.................................... 1,000.00
Tour 6-26 ............................................... 2,646.00
Total Reunion 2009 Income .............................. 8,874.60
Expenses Incurred
Banquet ........................................................ 3,613.87
Governors Meeting.......................................... 164.27
Hospitality Room ......................................... 1,308.37
Memorial Breakfast...................................... 1,738.30
Registration refunds .......................................... 20.00
Miscellaneous Supplies & Postage ................. 282.25
Tour .............................................................. 2,158.90
Room Subsidy ................................................. 298.32
Site visit expenses ........................................ 1,133.35
Total Reunion 2009 Expenses ........................ 10,851.13
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My Most Memorable Chistmas Ever
Christmas In Korea 1952
By Gene C. Richards
I arrived at Pusan, Korea on 18 Oct 1952, arriving at the
front lines by the 25th. At this point I had been moving so fast
in the Army’s “pipeline” system (since leaving the States)
that I could not begin writing letters as I wouldn’t have a
mailing address until I arrived at my permanent unit. After
rotating through 8th Army, I made my way down to 7th
Infantry Division, then to the 57th Field Artillery Bn of the
7ID and landed in C Btry on 25 Oct 1952. Finally I had an
address for folks to write to me.
After getting settled in at an FO bunker on the MLR with L
Co, 31st Inf Regt I was able to start writing letters to my
wife and folks in Texas, and to my twin brother, Jack, at an
Air Force base in Japan. I had probably been on the front
lines for a couple of weeks before getting my first letter
from my wife, and maybe 3 weeks or so before getting a
letter from Mama. It was in the letter from Mama that I sensed
her concern for my safety being in a combat zone.
By this time, early to mid-November, Mama said she knew
that Jack and I would not be home for Christmas. She said
that, since we could not be home for Christmas, maybe the
two of us might get together for Christmas! I don’t think that
Mama realized just how far away even Japan was from my
location on the 38th parallel in Korea. I thought to myself,
“Fat chance of that ever happening! Here I am, with an infantry
rifle company on the front lines, living in trenches and
bunkers, and Jack is over there in the plush barracks of an
Air Force base.” I didn’t tell Mama, but I doubted it could
ever happen. But oh me of little faith!
During my first few weeks on the front lines my goal, each
morning, was just to live through that day and get one day
closer to going home. But the weeks went by quickly and
before mid-December I had lucked out and was transferred
to the Division Air Section, about 7 miles behind the MLR.
There were much better living quarters and no every-day
incoming artillery and mortars from the enemy. I immediately
wrote to my wife, folks, and brother telling them of my new
assignment and address.
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Within a few days of Jack’s receiving my first letter from the
Buzz Air Section, he was in his CO’s office just doing routine
duty and began carrying on a friendly conversation with Major
James Sneed, his CO. Jack was his assigned jeep driver,
and really liked his CO. Jack just happened to mention that
he had a twin brother in Korea serving with the 7ID Air
Section. MAJ Sneed looked at Jack and said, “How would
you like to spend Christmas Day with your brother?” At first
Jack thought he was kidding, but his CO quickly told him
that he could cut TDY orders for him to deliver some commo
equipment to K-16, an Air Force base near Seoul. His CO
then suggested that once he got to K-16 and made his delivery
he could get himself a 3-day pass. It would be up to him to
figure out how to get from K-16 to where I was.
Jack quickly conveyed this information to me by letter, giving
me the time that he was scheduled to start his 3-day pass
from K-16. It just so happened that the 7ID’s mail was always
picked up at K-16. I quickly wrote back, telling him the time
our 7ID mail plane would be landing at K-16 on Christmas
Eve. On Christmas Eve morning I spoke with the pilot who
was scheduled to fly the mail plane and told him to find my
twin brother, Jack, at K-16 and bring him back with him.
Amazingly what Mama had suggested in a letter, just a few
weeks back, actually happened! Here we were, 9,000 miles
from home, my very first Christmas away from home (Jack’s
first was ’51, in Japan) and the two of us were going to
spend it together! Does the Lord make miracles happen, or
what?
I had flown my very first mission on 11 Dec 52 and on
Christmas Day (the war didn’t stop, or take a recess, just
because it was Christmas) I flew my 13th mission. When we
returned to the airstrip and landed, Jack was there to greet
me. Before I could even get my parachute off he grabbed me
and gave me a big hug! There is a special bond between
twins that I cannot explain, but I know it is there.
Although this all happened almost 57 years ago it was, indeed,
my most memorable Christmas ever.
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Bayonet Badge Explored
By Jerry Piller

officially known as “Operation Showdown.” This included
Five Niner Eight, the twin peaks of Jane Russell, Sandy
and Pike’s Peak.

My question to readers in the Summer issue about whether
the blade of the Bayonet Badge points to the left or right
generated a lot of responses. In addition to the members listed
in the following text I also received information from Dick
Hazelmyer, Paul Umbstead and Floyd Wells that was
incorporated into this article.
According to Donald E. Shook Jr. it was originally known
as the “Military Order of the Bayonet” and was originally
issued to soldiers of the 7th ID as a combat award similar to
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge. After the war it was
awarded to men that honorably served in the 7th Infantry
Division on the DMZ. He believes that all post-war MOBs
had the bayonet pointed to the arm, and the Korean War-era
ones, which point to the heart, were issued as a combat award
to accompany the CIB.
The badge was proudly worn above the right breast pocket
with the bayonet pointing to the right (as viewed by someone
facing the awardee). Ribbons
and awards are worn with the
heart of the wearer being the
focal point. The barrel of the
CIB points to the wearer’s
heart and the rows of medal
ribbons are worn with the
highest award at the top which
results in the highest award in
each row being nearest the
center of the chest.
In this photo provided by Bob Love, the Combat Bayonet
Badge is worn on a 31st Infantry Corporal’s uniform during
the Korean War.
Bob Love served in Korea in 1952-53 when the badge was
first issued as the “Combat Bayonet Badge”. He reports
that it was worn above the right breast pocket with the blade
pointing inwards toward the heart. The Combat Infantryman’s
Badge, however, is worn on the left breast with the barrel
pointing towards the heart. The Combat Bayonet Badge was
initially awarded in October 1952 to all members of the
Division who participated in the Battle for Triangle Hill,

Winter 2009

MG
Wayne
Smith,
Commanding General 7ID,
shown here in a photo from
the 1953 Division yearbook,
has his badge pointing to the
heart. BG Daniel and COL
Risden are also seen in the
same publication wearing the
badge with the blade pointing
to the heart.
The switch to the blade pointing to the left was evidently
made by 1954 as the Division yearbook of that year shows
the bayonet pointing in that direction. Leach Shelton, who
served in Korea from 1953-55, sent this photo of a sign in
front of 7ID Hq which shows the blade pointing to the left.
Although it is a sign
and not an actual badge
it does appear to
represent the badge of
that time period.
After the Korean War, up until the early 1970s, the badge
was awarded for service in the DMZ with the 7th Infantry
Division and those badges have the bayonet pointed to the
arm. In 1970 it was awarded by means of official orders and
was known officially as the “Bayonet Badge.”
Where it was worn on the uniform had also changed, moving
from above the right breast
pocket to the center of the
pocket as shown here on my
uniform. I should note that the
photo, which shows a replica
badge purchased from our
Quartermaster Store, has been
edited to depict the badge as it
was worn in 1970 with the
blade pointing to the arm.
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Photo Memoir of Dan McPharlin

Dan
McPharlin
and Kim, a
KATUSA
(Korean
attached to
the US Army).

7ID and 2ID military police in the DMZ.

A road
grader in
the DMZ.

Jeep with a
mounted 50 cal.
machinegun at
Camp Matta, just
below the DMZ.
The driver is Sp4
Sanderfer and LT
Lee is behind the
machine gun,
summer 1968.

A demolition blast on the DMZ guard post road.

A tank hulk
in the DMZ.

Camp Matta 1970, seen from the air.
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VFW Plans Korea Tribute
With the 60th anniversary of the beginning of the Korean
War fast approaching, VFW Magazine is planning a special
tribute to its veterans. The magazine has published some 50
articles during the war’s 50th anniversary. Virtually every
major casualty-producing battle was recognized.
They are inviting Korean War veteran readers to offer
subjects for article ideas. The goal is not to duplicate the
coverage of seven to 10 years ago so topics cannot include
any of the subjects already covered or personal memoirs.
You can contact the editor of The Hourglass for a complete
list of articles the magazine has already published.
Send your written suggestions, along with any printed
materials to:
VFW Magazine
Attn: Korean War Special
406 West 34th Street
Kansas City, MO 64111

Veterans Cemeteries
There are veterans’ cemeteries in all 50 states, the District
of Columbia and Puerto Rico, operated by both federal and
state agencies. 6 states and Puerto Rico only have 1 cemetery
and 11 states have from 9-21 cemeteries. Interestingly WY
(population 530,000) has only 1, while HI (population 1.3M)
has 9-21. Other states: VT has 4 (621,000); NH has 1 (1.3M);
NE has 3 (1.8M); and CA has 9-21 (36.7M).
The VA is opening five new national cemeteries this year.
The last cemetery scheduled to open this year - Washington
Crossing National Cemetery in Bucks County, Pa. - will be
the 14th VA has opened since 2000. The other four national
VA cemeteries scheduled to open this year are: Sarasota,
FL; Jacksonville, FL; Alabama; and Bakersfield, CA. Also
by the end of this year, VA will have funded construction of
33 state veterans cemeteries since 2000.
Courtesy US Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Final Taps
We remember those who
ha
ve lef
t our r
ank
s
hav
left
rank
anks
Organization
Name

Co/Bat.

Date of Death

17th Infantry Regiment
Garrett, Arthur W.
B

2009

31st Regimental Combat Team
Jewett, Arthur F.
Unknown

1951

31st Field Artillery Battalion
*Flavin, Thomas P.
Unknown
Snodgrass, James E. A

Unknown
6/3/2009

31st Infantry Regiment
Justice, Glenn M.
G
32nd Infantry Regiment
*Cassidy, Lawrence E. HQ
7th Ambulance Co.
Yahtin, Chesley Q

Unknown

2/12/2009
10/19/2008
6/8/2009

7th Military Police Co.
Peterson, Raymond G. Military Police 2/14/2006
We have lost a total of 8 Members since the last report.
Those marked with an asterisk (*) were in our “Honored
Membership” class.

Surviving U.S. WWII Vets Down
To Just 14%
A total of 16,112,566 Americans served in uniform between
1941 and 1945. According to the April ‘09 issue of the VFW
Magazine, as of Sept. 30, 2008, the most recent date for
which statistics are available, only 2,306,000 of the GIs
mobilized during WWII are still alive today.
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Dues Status
The current dues cycle commenced on 07/01/09. The
legend below explains the “Dues Status” on your mailing
label.


Delinquent ...... Your membership has lapsed.



2011+ ............... You are current. Thank you.



Associate ........ You are exempt from dues.



Honored .......... You are exempt from dues.



Honorary ........ You are exempt from dues.



Special ............. You are exempt from dues.

The Hourglass Staff
President: .......................... F.E. (Gene) Peeples
Executive Secretary: ....... John H. (Casey) Stengel
Treasurer: ......................... Doug Halbert
Quartermaster: ................ Robert C. Hoxsie
Publisher: .......................... Frank S. Wadge
Editor: ............................... Jerry Piller
Copy Deadlines:

Winter Issue - August 31
Summer Issue - March 31

Contributions are invited from any 7th Infantry Division
Association member or supporter. eMail submission is
preferred, and should be sent to:
hourglass@7ida.us

Send your $30.00 dues to:
7th IDA
518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

Your continuing
support of the
Association is
appreciated.

Hard copy submissions should be mailed to:
Hourglass Editor, 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753
Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope if
you wish your material to be returned to you.

