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Just as we are growing older, so too is
our Association! And as we have aged
I have seen fewer and fewer members
attending our reunions. Sadly, I have
attended Regimental reunions where
they have had more members in
attendance than we do at our entire
Division’s reunion. I am really hoping
to see more members attend the June 25-28, 2009 reunion
in Baton Rouge, LA. I know it may be a challenge for some
of you because of our country’s current economic crisis and
age catching up with you, but I urge you to attend if at all
possible.
To keep functioning effectively the Association also needs
members to fill the positions that are expiring in 2009. The
3rd Vice President (Ron Levendoski), 3 Governor (Moises
Alonso, Alex Bravo, & Charles Iden), Quartermaster (Bob
Hoxsie) and Hourglass Editor (Jerry Piller) positions all
need to be filled this year. These positions require dedicated
members who are concerned about perpetuating our
Association. The President and a few others cannot keep
doing all the work by themselves. At the time I am writing
this Alex, Bob and Jerry have agreed to be nominated to
continue in their positions. If you are willing to serve our
Association in one of these positions please contact me.
I wish to thank Doug Halbert, Casey Stengel, Bob Hoxsie
and Charlie Richardson for all their hard work in keeping
our Association going. There are other members who are
active in our Association that aren’t named here and I want
to thank them too. Your efforts are certainly appreciated.
Our Historian and Executive Secretary, Casey Stengel,
Continued on Page 17...
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We Get Letters
You published my letter in the Winter
2008 edition and I thought I’d follow it
up with a photograph taken in the Spring
of 1958 at the HQ Detachment of the 7th
Medical Battalion.
From L-R are:
Jerry Stewart, Harry Epperly, David
Farbman, and SFC Pat Facciola.

We coaxed them to surrender with
Hershey bars and cans of “C”
rations. Whatever they got they
ate it and threw the cans back at
us. We used pidgin Japanese to
no avail. A Colonel came up to
see what was going on and after
looking he said to me, “Get them out of
there, we haven’t got time for this.” I
lined up a squad, told everyone to lock &
load and fix bayonets. “Now move out.”
There was a slight move forward and a
Japanese reached out and grabbed a rifle.
The soldier wrapped his legs around the
rifle and shouted, “He has my rifle!”
Immediately 200 men, who had the Japanese
surrounded, waded in with their rifle
butts and bayonets and within two minutes
the “battle” was over. No shots were
fired! Only the medics complained.

David Farbman
555 Kappock St.
Bronx, NY 10463

Your Winter 2008 edition had a picture
in it of “prisoners being questioned on
Enubuj Island.” They were not Japanese
prisoners but 9 South Koreans who happily
surrendered to us, Co. F, 17th
Inf.,
when we “captured” the island 24 hrs
before the main landing. There were no
Japanese on the one mile long by 100
yards wide island. The Artillery promptly
put five Batteries on the island (four
105mm & one 155mm). We set up a defense
to stop any counter attack…none ever came.
We watched the main landing the next
day. Around the fourth day we were
assigned the task of inspecting the
numerous other islands. On about the third
one we encountered 29 Japanese sailors.
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Most of the Japanese got in an amtrack.
One tried to escape by diving off and the
machine gunner shot him. His bones are
probably still there. That describes our
efforts at Kwajalein.
George Adam
Webster, TX 77598

I am very sorry to hear that Terry Moore
(Seekers p11 Winter HG) has passed away.
I was a member of the 7th Division during
the battle of Okinawa (I went in with the
first wave on Okinawa with L Co., 32d
Inf. Rgt.). I never knew Terry Moore but
he had to be the most famous soldier to
come out of that campaign, thanks to the
June 18, 1945 edition of LIFE Magazine
and photographer Eugene Smith. There are
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My original badge (shown here) also has
the blade pointing L, but
the one for sale through
the 7ID Assn. Quartermaster
Store points to the R. I
wonder when it got turned around?
If
anyone out there has this information
I’d love to know the answer.
Editor

about 15 photos, spread out over 6 pages,
of Terry in this very popular magazine
of its day. If you do not have this
edition I would suggest eBay as a good
source for acquiring this old issue. I
got my copy about 5 years ago when I
finally told my wife about my experiences
on Leyte and Okinawa.
Up to that time I only had one book on
Okinawa. Now I have over 60 books, many
articles from magazines, hundreds of
photos and documents that I found at the
National Archives in College Park, MD.
Last year I attended my first 7th Division
Reunion and I have revisited Okinawa in
2005 and 2007. On the Internet search
Google Images for “Okinawa 1945” - it
has hundreds of images of the battle to
view.
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I may have been on the line on the night
of the attack CSM Levendoski wrote about
in the Winter 2008 issue of The Hourglass.
Could you let us know the date of the
attack? Thank you for all the good work
you do for us.
John Caruccio
eMail:<fawndhs@optonline.net>

Bill Cooper
A Co. 17th Inf. Regt. (Leyte)
B Co. 13th Cbt Eng Bn (Okinawa)

I received this patch from the son of CPT
Delbert Bjork who was the Company
Commander of Co. F, 17th Regimental Combat
Team on Attu during WWII.

In the HG Winter Issue, Page 3, Patrick Hemphill wrote, in
part...
I still have my “Society of the Bayonet
Division” membership card. Does this
“society” still exist or am I the only
live member? I did not receive a Bayonet
Badge, only this card.
Patrick Hemphill
713 Pine Lake Ave.
La Porte, IN 46530-2320
eMail:<pdhmn6@verizon.net>

I wanted to relate the story of how I met
CPT Bjork.

Patrick,
This card was not issued to us in 1970,
it was just authorized by means of a
published set of official orders. On your
membership card the blade is pointing to
the left.

I was with Co. G, 17th RCT and was ordered
to go up a horseshoe-shaped ridge and
hold a position at the top center of the
ridge. I gained my objective and called
in on my PRC6 (radio) and told my CO I
was in position. All of a sudden I heard
a “splat” and looked over at one of my
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Army, Army Air Force, Army Air Corps,
Women’s Air Corps and Army Nurse Corps.
Honorees will receive a commendation
package in the mail that includes an
official Army lapel pin, decal,
certificate and a letter of appreciation
signed by both the Army Chief of Staff
and the Secretary of the Army.

men who was lying alongside me. There
was blood spurting from his throat. I
immediately tried in vain to stop the
bleeding and, as my medic took over for
me, I saw CPT Bjork and about 10 of his
men coming to help us. CPT Bjork relieved
me, grabbed a BAR and led his men down
the far side of the ridge, knocking out 3
machinegun positions. CPT Bjork earned
a place in the history of the 7 th Division
that day.
MAJ William Jones (Ret.)
Tavares, FL 32778

There is no cost to participate as the
program is fully funded by the US Army.
It will take 4-6 weeks for your packet to
arrive in the mail from the date your
information is received. Please send,
or eMail, the following information to:

Editor’s Note: For this action CPT Bjork was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross. The 7ID patch (front & back)
shown on the previous page was worn by CPT Bjork during
his military service. Bjork went on to serve as an Infantry
officer until 1964 when he retired as a COL. He died in
1988.

Charles Koppelman
6 Yarmouth Drive,
Monroe Township, NJ 08831-4742
eMail:<charleskoppelman@yahoo.com>
PLEASE PRINT all information

Prior to going into military service in 1940 COL Bjork played
at the tackle position for the NFL’s Chicago Bears under
George Halas and played in the 1938 Pro Bowl.

Mr. ____ Mrs. ____ Ms. ____ Dr. _____
Name: (first, last and middle initial)
_______________________________
Rank:
_______________________________________________________
Address:
_____________________________________________________

I thought members of your Association
would be interested in this program.
Freedom Team Salute (FTS) is a Secretary
of the Army/Army Chief of Staff program
that recognizes US Army veterans.

City: _________________________
State: _______ Zip Code: _________

The program is a voice of sincere
appreciation for all those who embody
the essence of “Army Strong.” FTS exists
to recognize the sacrifices made by the
millions of soldiers who have served and
remain as living connections, to all
generations, to the ideals of duty, honor,
and patriotism.

Charles Koppelman
Korean War/Service Veterans Assn.

My name is LEE Jong-Hwan. I served during
the Korean War from Sep.1950 - Dec.1951
with A Btry, 82nd Bn, 1st Cavalry Div. as
a KATUSA. It has been over 50 years but I
am proud to have served with the US Army.

Any Army veteran who has been honorably
discharged from the Army, regardless of
what length of service or when, is
eligible. “Army veterans” includes - US
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When US forces landed at Pohangj I was in
Basic Training in Pusan and there were
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battles at Yeongdong and
Taegu. At the defense of
the Pusan perimeter I
arrived at a small village
and joined A Btry, 82d Bn
which was set up in an
orchard. The hardest
things to adapt to were
the language, the food and
how to use the toilet. I
put a lot of cream and sugar in my coffee!
I trained as an artilleryman and saw
action all over the Korean peninsula.
Eventually I returned to the ROK Army
and served at the last battle of the war.
I went on to serve with the ROKA in Viet
Nam and retired as a Colonel in 1980.
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I later discovered that he and a friend,
1LT Roger Etherington, didn’t catch up
with the 7ID until July 1945 on Okinawa,
after all of the fighting. They
participated in some training for the
then intended invasion of Japan and
participated in the (unopposed) landing
at Inchon. They were part of the Korean
occupation forces, and they both made
1LT on 20 Mar 46. I don’t believe either
of them heard a shot fired in anger,
although they must have witnessed the
expenditure of a lot of ammunition during
the victory celebrations.

Jong-Hwan “Bill” LEE
434-2 Sangdong
Wonmi-ku Bucheon
Kyongki-do, KOREA 420-816
eMail:<lee33jh@hotmail.com>
Editor’s Note: COL Lee recently joined our Association as
a “Supporter.”

From L to R: LT A.J. Mann, LT Buffery, Roger B., Mr.
Choyson Yi, Committee member, serving girl, LTC
Irving, Committee member, serving girl, head of Mukho
Brick Co., Mayor of Mukho, “Doc” Cherry, Mr. Choy,
LT Steinwald, and LT Whistler.

Last year, after a visit to the WWII
museum in New Orleans, I was feeling
guilty about how little
I knew about my dad’s
(1LT
A.J.
Mann)
experience. I had his
commission date, 26 Apr
44, and remembered him
mentioning the 7th
I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n.
Somehow I came to the
mistaken conclusion
that
it
was
a
battlefield commission
on Leyte.

By July 1946 my dad & Roger were back in
Fort Dix, still together, where they
mustered out. My dad did not serve again,
although Etherington was called back into
service during the Korean War.
Obviously his experience is not going to
add much to the impressive history of
the 7ID, but I thought the pictures might
interest someone.
Jeff Mann
212 Hwy. 213, Calera, AL. 35040
(205) 668-1303

This photo shows my dad on the left,
but the other LT is not identified.
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In the 2008 Winter issue of The Hourglass
there were a number of photographs (“Camp
Casey Remembered”) on pages 14-15.

Thank you for the job you are doing! And
God Bless our troops today!
Edgar F. Nance
7th Signal Company
7th Infantry Division
1954-1955

Here’s a photo of myself taken at the
identical
survey marker
that
was
shown in the
last issue.
My photo was
taken sometime in the
summer
of
1954 when I
was a Private assigned to the radio relay
section of the 7th Signal Co.

I was hoping
that my friends
with whom I
worked in the
Finance Section
of Headquarters
Co.,
7 th
Division from
Nov. 1953 to
Apr. 1955 might
see these pictures of me.

Don Lanternier
5972 Tonawanda Creek Rd.
Lockport, NY 14094
(716) 625-8222

I’d like to hear
from them.
Thank
much.

Re: Camp Casey Photos, HG Winter 2008
That young buck in the upper left photo
in your “Camp Casey Remembered” photos
page (p14 Winter HG) is me. That is the
only photo I submitted, so I don’t know
who sent in the other photos.

you

very

SGT Leach Shelton
PO Box 2134
Fletcher, NC
28732
828 684-2366

I remember that day: SGT Leon Ottens,
PFC George Varian and I, all from 7th
Signal Company, were returning to Camp
Casey after some time spent at a radio
relay team at 17th Infantry when we
stopped to take pictures. It was in the
summer of 1954.
I have recently visited with Leon, it
was great to see him after 54 years. I
learned a few years back that George had
passed away. I always felt proud of my
service with the 7th Infantry Division,
and enjoy The Hourglass very much.

This is a photo of me
when I was rotating
home from Korea in
1953. I commanded the
Scout Section. There
were
12
of
us
altogether. Many
patrols, but I loved
my job.
I was proud to have
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served with the
best soldiers in
the world. I will
never forget the
ones who gave their
all.
Paul Paradis
PO Box 241
Winsted, MN 55595

TRICARE Rumors Dispelled
Joseph I. Lieberman
UNITED STATES SENATOR
There are rumors of cuts in benefit programs for military
retirees, including TRICARE for Life. Currently, a wealth
of false and misleading information is being distributed on
this matter; and I welcome the opportunity to explain the
source of the confusion.
I am aware of several chain emails, online discussion boards,
blogs, and even articles in well-intentioned veterans’
publications that imply that President Obama and Congress
plan on eliminating TRICARE for Life. The insinuations
put forth by these sources are false.

Submitted Material Policy
In this age of eMail there is less and less reason to
submit “hard” or “printed” copies of the material you
would like to share. However, if you do submit hard
copies of your material to the Editor, and would like
your material returned, you must include a stamped,
self-addressed envelope. This is a long-standing
policy going back to at least 2003.
Thanks for your understanding.
Please send eMail submissions to:
<hourglass@7id.us>
and USPS mail submissions to:
Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor
356 Kaiola Place
Kihei, HI 96753

Draftees Served Well
Over 10.1 million men were drafted into the military during
WWII, which accounted for 63% of the entire Armed Forces
and 93% of the US Army’s troops.
Over 1.5 million men were drafted during the Korean War,
which accounted for 30% who served and comprised about
60% of the US Army’s troops.
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The source of these stories is a report issued by the
Congressional Budget Office (CBO), entitled Budget Options
Volume 1: Heath Care, released in December 2008. It is
important to know exactly what the CBO is. CBO is a
nonpartisan federal agency, tasked with providing Congress
with cost estimates for the many legislative proposals
considered each year. It also periodically offers Congress
suggestions for adjusting federal spending. CBO is an
information gathering body for Members of Congress. Its
recommendations about the budget are completely nonbinding; and its officers do not draft actual policy, legislation,
or law.
The Budget Options report in question offers a total of 115
options for reducing (or, in some cases, increasing) federal
spending on health care, only three of which relate to
TRICARE. These options are merely suggestions, not policy
statements or actual legislation. Reports such as this one are
routine, and very few options or recommendations made by
CBO are typically acted upon. President Obama has not
indicated support for the three recommendations in this
report related to TRICARE, nor has any Member of
Congress, to the best of my knowledge.
I hope that you have found this informative. As a member of
the Senate Armed Services Committee, please be assured of
my continued commitment to protecting the various interests
of all those who have fought tirelessly to protect our cherished
freedoms.

At least 9 recipients of the Medal of Honor in Korea were
draftees. Two of these men were with the 7 th Division - CPL
William Lyell (Chupari) and PFC Ralph Pomeroy
(Kumhwa).
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The Quartermaster’s Store
http://7id.us

Caps

Small Bolo Tie

The official “bill cap” for the
Association. They come in red,
white or black with the
“Hourglass” logo on the front and
one size fits all. Please specify the
color you want.
$11.00 each

Specify Silver or Gold end caps.
$12.00 each.

Lapel Pin

7th IDA Tie Bar

$3.50 each

$9.00 each

7th IDA Key Ring
$8.00 each

Crests

Dog Tag Key Ring

$7.00 each

Brass Dog Tag Key Ring
$8.00 each

NEW ITEM!

17th Infantry
Regiment

31st Infantry
Regiment

Now in
stock
!
1954 7th ID Yearbook

32nd Infantry
Regiment

CD

Souvenir Brass Coin

Produced by the Division Command
Almost 300 pages!
$15.00 each

7th Inf. Div. (Light), 1980’s & 90’s, 1½" diameter.
Illustration below shows the obverse and the reverse.
$3.00 each

7th IDA Decals
4½" diameter
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00
2¾” diameter
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00

Page 8

u

s

The Hourglass

Summer 2009

s

Military Black Belt

Lapel Pins

Black belt with brass
military 7th Inf. Div.
belt buckle.
$14.00 each

The current 7th Inf.
Div. lapel pins. One is
worn on each side on
the lapel.
$3.50 each

Hat Pins
$3.50 each

Dress Hourglass Patch
Black & Red
$4.00 each, 2 for $7.00

Tee Shirts
With Logo (S, M, L, XL or XXL)
$12.00

7th IDA Cloth Patch
$3.00 each

Order of the Bayonet Pin

7th IDA Challenge Coin

$9.00 each

1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces. Obverse is red, white
and black enamel w/clear epoxy coating. Reverse is red,
black and bronze.
1 coin - $10.00; 2 coins - $18.00;
5 coins - $40.00;10 coins = $70.00
Packing & shipping is included in the prices. Be sure to
state any color & size choices in your order. Make your
check for the total cost of all items, payable to:
“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:
7th Infantry Division Association
Robert Hoxsie, Quartermaster
30 Mapleview Drive
Cranston, RI 02920-3110
Tel: 401/946-9967
Note: All profits from the Quartermaster’s Store go into
the Association Treasury and are used for the betterment
of the Association.

Bumper Sticker
$3.00 each
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Seekers Pages
that he was part of the 7th Div. ... but I’m not sure.

My grandfather’s name was Freddie Lee Binney and I am
trying to find information about him. He was drafted in 1943
& served in WWII. He was attached to the 7th Infantry
Division during Leyte and I was told he fought in New Guinea
as a BAR gunner. I’m seeking this info to create a shadow
box to give to my father showing his dad’s rank, medals,
ribbons and, if possible, some pictures of him or his fellow
comrades. Thank you so much and looking forward to hearing
from you all.
Jason Binney
<JLBINNEY97@SBCGLOBAL.NET>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

Family stories say that he had a friend in the service named
“Gene.” My grandfather’s first-born child was named after
him - she was a girl and was named “Iwanagene.”
We’d like to know as much as we can about him and his
experiences there. Like so many of the Greatest Generation,
his war experiences shaped him and haunted him for the rest
of his life.
Does anyone out there have information that could help steer
me in the right direction?

During Operation Just Cause, Promote Liberty in Panama
in January or February 1990, I think, our Battalion (3d Bn,
17th Inf) had a OH-6 “Loach” and a UH-1 “Huey” crash,
apparently a mid-air collision in bad weather. I was a medic
and went in with the search team. I know we had a memorial
service at Fort Espanar and there was a printed program that
had the names of all the dead and a poem. One of the
casualties was a CPT Tuttle I believe. I am trying to find a
copy of that program, or any other information that someone
may have about this incident. I’ve had “issues” with this
incident and I’m still trying to get my head screwed on
straight.
Brian D. Blackmore
HHC 3/17
<BlackmoreElectrical@hotmail.com>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
I would like to hear from anyone who served in the Chunchon
area from 1945 to 1947 or the Kumwa area from 1950 to
1952.
Billy K. Cassetty
PO Box 5689
Brandenton, FL 34281-5689
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
My grandfather, HL Hogland (his last name during the war
was spelled “Hogland” or “Hoagland”), passed away over
10 years ago. Now some family and I are looking into the
history of his WWII service. We know he was in a medical
outfit that took part in the taking of Okinawa and spent some
time in the Philippines. From what I’ve researched, it is likely
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Jonathan Harwood
2705 31st St
Lubbock, TX 79410
806-543-6359
<prospero_1@hotmail.com>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
SGT David L. Hunt was my great uncle. He passed away
earlier this year. I only met him once. I only found out about
his Army service after he passed away. I am a military/history
fan so it was a big deal for me to find out. He was in Korea
where he was given the Purple Heart (which my grandmother
is passing on to me). If anyone has any info on him please
contact me. It is so very hard to get information on things
like this.
Matthew VanHauwaert
5093 Roseview Ave. Blasdell, NY 14219
<matthewandjoelle1@msn.com>
from bulletin board 7ID Assn web site
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
If you have any photographs of Fuji Camp (tent city) in 1950,
I’d appreciate you eMailing them to me.

u
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Hello, this concerns my brother Thomas Francis “Smokey”
Mazzulla who served in Korea in 1951. He was KIA on
May 27, 1951 in North Korea near the Hongchon River. His
personnel records were destroyed in the 1973 fire at the St.
Louis, MO personnel records facility. Efforts to get any info
about him or guys who served with him have been
unsuccessful to say the least. If you can help me, or know
where I can narrow down my search, to find out anything
about him would be greatly appreciated. Thank You.
Thomas Mazzulla
20 N. Ransdorf Ave.
North Bend, Pa, 17760
570-923-2958
<twmazz@comcast.net>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

Editor’s Note: Readers may be interested to know that COL
Young was one of the original Darby’s Rangers of WWII
fame and served as an Infantry officer for 32 years. He retired
in 1973, died in 2004 and was buried in Arlington National
Cemetery. His niece, Lisa, supplied the following information
about his funeral:
“His burial was one of the most honorable and yet the saddest
ceremony I had ever seen. My husband, our son and myself
took our aunt (his widow) to Arlington. He had the full
Colonel’s burial, caisson, horse, and rifle volleys…it was
absolutely the most emotional thing I have ever witnessed
and the Army did all that for just the four of us.”
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
Can you please help me? I am preparing an article for an
international amateur boxing website on James Broad, a
Sp4 stationed at Fort Ord, CA, from 1976-1981.

This is a photo of
my uncle with the
“Hourglass” patch.
I was wondering if
anyone could help
us determine where
or when it might
have been taken. It
appears to be from the Korea/Vietnam era.
Thank you.
Lisa McCollum
<lisa.mac@sbcglobal.net>
Dear Lisa,
This appears to be a photo of your uncle, COL Leilyn Young,
when he was serving in Korea from 10/58-11/59. He was
the Assistant G3, 7th Infantry Division for about 1 month
and then was assigned as the Executive Officer (XO) of the
2d Brigade, 3d Infantry Regiment. This photo was evidently
taken while he was the XO of the 2/3 Inf Rgt as denoted by
the “3” above the crossed rifles on his collar.
He also appears to be wearing the Infantry “rope’ on his
right shoulder which denotes serving in an Infantry unit. His
rank at this time was most likely Major or Lieutenant Colonel,
although I cannot see his rank insignia in the photo.
Sincerely,
Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor

Summer 2009

Mr. Broad began boxing after he joined the Army in 1976.
As a heavyweight in 1980 he won the All-Army and
Interservice championships, the U. S. Olympic Trials
championship, and the world military championship. His
victory in the U.S. Olympic Trials qualified him to represent
the United States in the 1980 Olympics. He never made it to
the 1980 Olympics because of President Carter’s decision
to boycott the Games over Russia’s invasion of Afghanistan.
In all probability, had the U.S. gone to the 1980 Games, Mr.
Broad would have faced Cuba’s Teofilo Stevenson who many
regard as the greatest amateur boxing heavyweight in the
history of the sport. I have a feeling that Mr. Broad would
have been a worthy opponent for Stevenson had that match
occurred.
I am trying to compile a list of Mr. Broad’s amateur boxing
matches to accompany the article, but to date I have only
been able to locate records of five of his 29 amateur bouts.
Do you have any idea where, and with whom, records of
boxers at Ft. Ord during 1976-1981 would be housed? I
assume it might be with Special Services, but since Ft. Ord
has been deactivated I don’t know where to look.
Thank you for any information you can supply.
Bill Simpson
Richmond, VA
<wsimpson29@comcast.net>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
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Update: Return of Japanese
Memorabilia

“Seekers” continued from previous page.
I was in Co. A, 17th Transportation Bn. as a truck driver
and later as a mechanic at Camp Casey in 1960-61. I was
also TDY at Camp Kaiser for a few months supporting the
17th Inf. The 17th Trans Bn was located in Happy Valley up
to the summer of 1963.

The effort to identify the Japanese soldier and his surviving
relatives in Japan, mentioned in an article in our Winter 2008
newsletter has been unsuccessful so far. There are a number
of requests that have been submitted through various agencies
but at the time of publication no replies had been received.
Editor

I have been working on a web page about where I was
stationed, adding new stuff every few months. I am looking
for any pictures of this area prior to 1970 to add to the web
page. It has links at the bottom to other time frames of the
Valley, and Camp Casey. Here is the page:
www.qsl.net/wd4ngb/17thpics.htm

Attu Added to Historic Sites List

I would love to get some more pictures of Camp Casey from
the 1954 time frame also.
Bruce Richards
<wd4ngb@charter.net>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
My beloved father, CPL Robert R. Mellor, passed away in
1981. I am interested in contacting anyone who knew him or
could tell me more about him. He served from 1951-53 in
the 7th Infantry. I know that he was awarded a Bronze Star
and a “Order of the Bayonet” certificate. Thank you.

According to a White House press release, on December 5,
2008 President Bush added Attu Island, the site of the only
land battle fought in North America during WWII, to the
World War II Valor in the Pacific National Monument.
Attu still retains the scars of the battle: thousands of shell
and bomb craters in the tundra; Japanese trenches, foxholes
and gun encampments; American ammunition magazines and
dumps; and spent cartridges, shrapnel and shells located at
the scenes of heavy fighting. Attu later served as a base for
bombing missions against Japanese holdings.

Unclean!

Tom Mellor
<tmellor29@yahoo.com>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

Soon after being transferred to a new duty station, my

soldier husband called home one evening to tell me he would
be late. “Dirty magazines were discovered in the platoon
quarters,” he said, “and the whole squad is being
disciplined.”

Any A Co. (Ass Kickers) 1/32 Inf 1984-1987 out there? If
so, please eMail me.
Chuck Hinds
Corinth, MS
<capthinds@yahoo.com>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

I launched into a tirade, arguing that
soldiers should not be penalized for
something so trivial.

on?
i
t
c
i
F
r
o
Fact
The 21-gun salute at military funerals is for the sum
of the numbers in the year “1776”.

My husband interrupted. “Honey, when I
said ‘dirty magazines,’ I meant the clips
from their rifles hadn’t been cleaned.”
Millie Courtis

The truth on Page 30.

Courtesy of Reader’s Digest
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A Close Call at Old Baldy
Malcolm “Monty” Randolph
eMail:<rand03281@bellsouth.net>
I saw your request that members send in their recollections.
I had many in the short time I was there, but there is the one
that stands out in my mind.
Arriving in the fall of 1952 I was rushed to the Iron Triangle
area as they were in bad need of Infantry lieutenants. First I
was assigned to a heavy weapons platoon but in a few days
we were moved into reserve to fill our ranks. While there I
was moved to Fox Co., 32nd Rgt. as the XO because the
CO was getting ready to rotate. As soon as we were up to
strength we started running patrols behind enemy lines at
night, getting information and hoping to capture prisoners.
Probably sometime in Jan. 1953 we were to go down in
front of Old Baldy. The patrol leader, the Field Artillery

Jan. 1953 1LT Randolph in the Fox Co. company area
at the rear of Old Baldy, Pork Chop Hill and T-Bone
where the Company camped while running patrols
behind enemy lines.
Around maybe 2200 hrs. the sky lit up and it seemed as if
they were throwing everything they had at us - heavy direct
fire from the front and heavy mortar fire landing on the rear
of Old Baldy. We could see the enemy had the patrol pinned
down. The Company that occupied the top of Old Baldy sent
a unit down to cover our patrol’s return but we had lost
communications and they couldn’t find them. So I had to make
my way down to the rescue patrol at the base of Old Baldy
through all the incoming mortar fire to show them our patrol’s
location. We got about half of them back. Some were wounded
and we had to leave 4 or 5 dead out there.

Feb. 1953 in the area of Pork Chop Hill. 1LT Randolph
on left, with the Company Commander of Fox Co., 32d
Rgt. at the top of Hill 437, or 480, which was to the left
of Pork Chop Hill.
forward observer (FO) and I went up to a bunker with a
window to observe where the patrol was going. We laid out
their route, marking all the points where they might need
support from our artillery or mortar fire. The patrol leader
and I went back down to wait on darkness and be sure
everything was right. About 2000 hours he set out with the
patrol (we usually limited our patrols to less than 20 men
and on this one I think there were 17). I went back up to the
bunker where the FO and radioman were. We were supposed
to have communication at all times.

u

A tank stationed at the top of Old Baldy. It could pull
forward and fire directly at the enemy and then reverse
out of the enemy’s line of sight. The tank crew lived in
the sandbag bunker to the left of the tank.
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The morning following the patrol I went back to Bn. Hq. to
file a report and the Bn. CO said, “Randolph, take off your
coat and look at its hood.” The hood’s top had been blown
away by mortar shrapnel! That was my close call.
In a few days the enemy put the dead where we could see
them, placed a white flag beside them and we went out to get
them. In all, I think we lost 7 or 8 of the 17, one of them
being the patrol leader. I made it back stateside in time to
attend his funeral.
The back side of Old Baldy which 1LT Randolph went
down as described in the text and where the top of his
coat’s hood was blown away. The valley at the front
was where the patrol would depart from to go behind
enemy lines. The road running to the left leads to the
tank’s location at the top of the hill.

The trench at the top of Hill 437(?) that extended to the
left another 200-300 yards. There was an Infantry
platoon set up at the end of the trench. The Jeep
belonged to the Bn. CO and was the only one that could
climb the hill.
Back side of T-Bone. Patrols were conducted in front
of this position and they departed from the valley on the
right where the smoke is rising.

The left ridgeline of T-Bone. The enemy was on the
right behind the smoke. There was a platoon of Infantry,
which was isolated at night, at the end of the trench.

Page 14

The ridge of Hill 437. The enemy is to the right of the
valley.
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7th Infantry Division Insignia’s
History
The insignia of the 7th Infantry Division consists of two black,
equilateral triangles placed vertically on a red circular disc,
with their apexes in juxtaposition at the center of the disc.
The double triangle was designed by COL W.W. Taylor, Jr.,
Division Chief of Staff, while the division was at Waco, TX
in compliance with War Department instructions concerning
the marking of baggage. These instructions required that each
division mark its baggage with a distinctive design easily
recognizable at a glance, but containing no numeral or other
feature which might permit outsiders to identify the
organization and possibly report its movements to the enemy.
Simplicity and distinctiveness were the only considerations.
It was only a happy coincidence that the outline of the design
was a numeral 7 crossed by another 7 inverted, thus forming
the two triangles.
Later, in France, all divisions were directed by General
Headquarters to adopt distinctive insignia for use as shoulder
patches on the uniform and for general purposes. The Division
Commander, BG C.H. Barth, called for designs, and finally
approved the suggestion of MAJ R.D. Avery that the original
double triangle be superimposed upon a circular red base.
The shoulder badge, worn on the upper left arm just under
the shoulder seam, is 2.25 inches in diameter. Other sizes
are used for vehicles, stationery, etc.

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Sports cards, picture post cards (old & new)
US Hunting Permit Stamps
Catalogs for both stamps & coins - albums
Stock books, mounts, stock pages, mounted collections
VCR tapes (including travel), CD-ROMs, DVDs
Clip commemorative stamps off envelopes with a quarterinch to half-inch margin around the stamps.

These items are for hospitalized veterans at VA Medical
Centers nationwide. They are used in VA hospitals by men
and women veterans in many ways and would be deeply
appreciated by them.
The Veteran’s National Stamp & Coin Club is a non-profit
group of volunteers who use the hobbies of stamp and coin
collecting as a therapy program to support medical staffs of
VA Medical Centers nationwide in the treatment and
rehabilitation of disabled, home bound, shut-in and outpatient
veteran patients. They do not trade, or sell stamps or coins,
they just forward these materials to those veteran patients
who request them at NO CHARGE TO THE PATIENT.
If you have any of the above items you can donate, please
send them to:
Charlie Koppelman
6 Yarmouth Drive.
Monroe Township, NJ 08831

Old Soldiers Never Die...

The shoulder sleeve insignia was approved by telegram, 23
October 1918, from the Adjutant General A.E.F. to the
Commanding General, 7th Infantry Division.
Various versions of the insignia’s history have appeared in
The Hourglass over the years. This explanation was supplied
by Peter Hemphill.

Stamps & Coins For The VA
The Department of Veterans Affairs and the Veterans
National Stamp & Coin Club is looking for:
♦ US and foreign stamps both “on” & “off” paper
♦ First Day covers - foreign covers, old US covers
♦ US and foreign coins & paper money

They just go to Hawaii!
Governor Hazelmyer & Treasurer Halbert at 10,023
ft. on Mt. Haleakala, Maui, HI - Feb 2009

u
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Treasurer’s Report

Doug’s Report

Operating Statement

By Doug Halbert
Treasurer & Roster Manager

10/1/2008 through 3/31/2009 (Cash Basis)
INCOME
Donations Received
Booster .......................................... 501.10
Postage ............................................ 12.38
TOTAL Donations Received ................................... 513.48
Dues Income
2007-09 ......................................... 345.00
2009-11 ...................................... 3,075.25
2011-13 ......................................... 150.00
TOTAL Dues ...................................................... 3,570.25
Interest Income ........................................................ 310.24
Quartermaster Sales ............................................. 1,967.97
Reunion 2009 Deposits
Banquet 6-27 .............................. 1,750.00
Breakfast 6-28 ............................... 749.85
Registration Fees .......................... 460.00
Tour 6-26 ................................... 1,414.00
TOTAL Reunion 2009 Deposits ........................ 4,373.85
TOTAL INCOME .......................................... $10,735.79
EXPENSES
Computer
Domain Registration ........................................... 9.18
Honorariums - Board Authorized
Executive Secretary ...................... 500.00
Hourglass Editor ........................... 666.66
Quartermaster ................................ 500.00
TOTAL Honorariums ......................................... 1,666.66
Hourglass ................................................................ 136.28
Treasurer Bond ....................................................... 547.00
License and Permits Expense .................................... 20.00
Merchandise Inventory ......................................... 2,229.39
Office Expenses
Miscellaneous Supplies .................. 63.31
Quartermaster Supplies ................. 316.77
TOTAL Office Expenses ...................................... 380.08
Postage
HG Editor ....................................... 22.97
Quartermaster ................................ 357.29
Treasurer ....................................... 121.75
TOTAL Postage ....................................................... 502.01
Streamer Purchase ................................................... 930.30
Travel President ................................................... 1,133.35
TOTAL EXPENSES ......................................... $7,554.25
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I know I sound like a “broken record” but I want to remind
you that you are responsible for keeping your own records
up-to-date. That means both sending your new information
to me and, if you are able, editing your record on our web
site for correctness. New information means postal address,
eMail address, regular phone number and cell phone number.
Regrettably, with the recent changes in the economy, our CD’s
and Money Market earnings are down significantly but you
can be assured that I will keep the money earning as much as
possible within the realm of “safe” investing.
Our web site continues to “limp along.” We had hoped to
find a commercial web site manager at a reasonable cost but
that is easier said than done. If any of you out there have any
expertise in this area and want to assist the Association, your
help would be most appreciated.
I look forward to a great reunion in Baton Rouge. We will be
a small but quality group!

Balance Sheet - As of 3/31/2009
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts
7th IDA Checking ............................................... 11,598.06
CD 21888 ............................................................. 2,244.10
CD 21987 ............................................................. 2,249.11
CD 22365 ............................................................. 2,235.03
CD 22886 ............................................................. 2,219.63
CD 23009 ............................................................. 2,209.21
CD 23108 ............................................................. 2,186.69
CD 23124 ............................................................. 2,159.53
CD 23199 ............................................................. 2,142.80
Money Market .................................................... 16,382.59
Petty Cash - Quartermaster ...................................... 300.00
TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts ................... 45,926.75
TOTAL ASSETS .............................................. 45,926.75
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Pending Reimbursement ............................................ $0.00
TOTAL Other Liabilities .......................................... 0.00
TOTAL LIABILITIES ............................................ $0.00
EQUITY .......................................................... $45,926.75
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY .............. $45,926.75
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Top 20 Units

Editor’s Perspective

By Membership Count
17th Infantry Regiment ...................... 221
32nd Infantry Regiment ..................... 211
31st Infantry Regiment ....................... 173
Division Headquarters ........................ 56
13th Engineer Battalion [C] ................ 49
57th Field Artillery Battalion .............. 48
31st Field Artillery Battalion .............. 40
184th Infantry Regiment ...................... 36
49th Field Artillery Battalion .............. 35
48th Field Artillery Battalion .............. 33
707th Ordinance Maintenance Co. ...... 24
7th Signal Co. ...................................... 23
7th Medical Battalion.......................... 22
15th AAA Battalion ............................. 22
7th Military Police Co. ....................... 18
73rd Tank Battalion............................. 14
7th Quartermaster Co. ......................... 10
7th Div. Field Artillery ......................... 9
127th Signal Battalion ........................... 8
7th Aviation ........................................... 7
7th Reconnaissance Co. ........................ 7

This is my first issue as editor and hopefully you are pleased
with my efforts. I must admit it takes up more time than I was
led to believe when I accepted the position, but it is time
very enjoyably spent.
I would like to thank all of you who have submitted material.
Without you this would indeed be a small publication. Please
continue to send in letters, photographs and other items that
you feel would be of interest to the membership.
Just a few things to keep in mind if you send photographs or
documents by email…scan them as JPG/JPEG at a minimum
of 300 dpi (although 600 dpi helps the resolution of smaller
pictures), full size (no cropping), grayscale is preferred but
I can convert color scans, and any file less than 400kb could
make for poor reproduction.
If you have previously sent in material that has not appeared
would you be so kind as to resubmit it as it may have been
misplaced in the transition.

Presidents Comments from Page 1
needs all kinds of memorabilia, including photos and other
items, for our 7th Division archives. He recently received
the 7ID patch shown in this issue that was worn by
Distinguished Service Cross holder Delbert Bjork who
served with the Division on Attu in WWII.
I’m sorry to report that our past President Don Foltz has
died (see obituary p. 34). You can send your condolences to
his widow, Jean, and the family at: 14123 So. 100 W, Clinton,
IN 47842.
Thank you Richard Hazelmyer for your calls and Frank
Adasciano, a new member, for your visit.

Summer 2009

You can eMail it to me at: <hourglass@7id.us>, or USPS
mail it to me at: 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753
I would especially like to thank Doug Halbert and Frank
Wadge for their guidance in putting this issue together, and
to our past editor, Charlie Richardson, for sending me the
material he had left over from his tenure and being willing to
help in any way. Frank has been especially helpful at making
me look better and offering advice & guidance in putting
together the newsletter for publication. As they say in
Hawaiian, “Mahalo nui loa!”
I would appreciate any suggestions or comments you might
have in order to make The Hourglass even more informative
and pertinent. It’s your forum. Use it!

See you at the reunion!
Your President,
Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor

Gene Peeples

u
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gun crew before falling unconscious from his wounds.
As a result of the singular action by CPL Ingman the
defense of the enemy was broken, his squad secured
its objective, and more than 100 hostile troops
abandoned their weapons and fled in disorganized
retreat.

Einar Ingman, Jr.
Memoir
On July 5, 1951 Einar H. Ingman,
Jr. was awarded the Medal of Honor
by President Truman in Washington,
D.C. for his heroic actions on 26 Feb
1951. Ingman was a Corporal serving
in Co. E, 17th Inf. Rgt., 7th Inf. Div.
near Maltari, Korea.

CPL Ingman’s indomitable courage, extraordinary
heroism, and superb leadership reflect the highest credit
on himself and are in keeping with the esteemed
traditions of the Infantry and the U.S. Army.

1951 photo courtesy of HomeOfHeroes.com

During his attack on the enemy forces he was shot in the
face. The bullet entered next to his nose, tore out his upper
teeth and exited behind his left ear. He lost the hearing in that
ear and was blinded in his left eye. He underwent emergency
surgery in Tokyo and was later sent to a hospital in Battle
Creek, MI for many additional surgeries and convalescence.

Medal of Honor Citation
SGT Ingman distinguished himself
by conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity above and beyond the call
of duty in action against the enemy. The 2 leading squads
of the assault platoon of his company, while attacking a
strongly fortified ridge held by the enemy, were pinned
down by withering fire and both squad leaders and
several men were wounded.
CPL Ingman assumed command, reorganized and
combined the 2 squads, then moved from 1 position to
another, designating fields of fire and giving advice and
encouragement to the men. Locating an enemy machine
gun position that was raking his men with devastating
fire he charged it alone, threw a grenade into the
position, and killed the remaining crew with rifle fire.
Another enemy machine gun opened fire approximately
15 yards away and inflicted additional casualties to the
group and stopped the attack.

Today, after
suffering a
stroke 6 years
ago, Ingman
lives in a
nursing home
in Irma, WI.
Einar’s wife,
Max Clayton, Jack Carrig, Einar M a r d e l l e
Ingman, Mardelle Ingman in June, 1999 says that he
at Ft. Carson, CO when the 7ID was p r o u d l y
remembers
reflagged as an active unit.
his service
th
th
with the 17 Inf. Rgt. and the 7 Div.
He and his wife had 7 children,
all of whom graduated from
college and live nearby. 2 of his
grandsons are currently in the
Army - 1 recently deployed to
Afghanistan and the other is in
training at Ft. Knox, KY.
Einar Ingman at Ft. Carson,
CO in June, 1999.

Korean War Memoirs
If you are a Korean War veteran and would like to share
a memoir of your time in Korea you can go to the Korean
War Educator web site at:

When CPL Ingman charged the second position he was
hit by grenade fragments and a hail of fire which seriously
wounded him about the face and neck and knocked him
to the ground. With incredible courage and stamina, he
arose instantly and, using only his rifle, killed the entire
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Leyte Hero Nett
Passes

Last WWI Veteran Alive and Well
Frank Buckles of Charles Town,
WV, who was born on 2-1-1901
is now at the age of 108 the last
living WWI veteran.

COL Robert Nett, a Medal of
Honor recipient for his actions in
the Leyte campaign, died in
Columbus, GA on 19 Oct 08 at the
age of 86. He was buried in the Ft.
Benning, GA cemetery. Although
he was not a member of the 7ID,
he fought alongside them at Leyte.

He enlisted at the age of 16 by
lying about his age back in 1917
and was sent to France, although
never made it to the front lines.
While there he helped drive
prisoners of war back to Germany.

Medal of Honor Citation
Lieutenant Nett, U.S. Army, Co. E,
305th Inf., 77th Inf. Div. , near
Cognon, Leyte, Philippine Islands,
14 December 1944. He commanded Co. E in an attack
against a reinforced enemy battalion which had held up
the American advance for 2 days from its entrenched
positions around a 3-story concrete building. With
another infantry company and armored vehicles, Co. E
advanced against heavy machinegun and other
automatic weapons fire with Lieutenant Nett
spearheading the assault against the strongpoint.
During the fierce hand-to-hand encounter
which ensued, he killed 7 deeply
entrenched Japanese with his rifle and
bayonet and, although seriously
wounded, gallantly continued to lead his
men forward, refusing to relinquish his
command. Again he was severely
wounded but, still unwilling to retire, pressed ahead
with his troops to assure the capture of the objective.
Wounded once more in the final assault, he calmly made
all arrangements for the resumption of the advance,
turned over his command to another officer, and then
walked unaided to the rear for medical treatment.
By his remarkable courage in continuing forward through
sheer determination despite successive wounds,
Lieutenant Nett provided an inspiring example for his
men and was instrumental in the capture of a vital
strongpoint.
Editor’s Note: In 2004 COL Nett took part in the dedication
ceremony of a memorial in the OCS area of Ft. Benning
honoring the 6 fallen members of the Editor’s Infantry OCS
class who died in Viet Nam.

In 1941 he was a civilian working
for an American shipping company
in the Philippines and then was
captured by the Japanese in 1942.
He spent three years in the Los
Banos prison camp and was
rescued in February 1945. By then
he had contracted beriberi and
dysentery and left the camp
weighing only 100 pounds.
Buckles’ health remains good and he is amazed that he is the
only veteran still living from that war, “I realized I’d be one
of the last, but never thought I’d be the last.”

Veterans May Now Salute
Veterans and troops not
in uniform are now
authorized,
by
provisions contained
in the 2008 & 2009
Defense Authorization
Acts, to render a
military-style hand
salute during the playing of the National Anthem and the
raising, lowering or passing of the U.S. flag. This is regardless
whether or not the veteran is wearing any apparel that would
signify their veteran status.

u

You can find the complete text of the US Flag Code at:
www.legion.org/national/americanflag/flagcode
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New Member List

Organization
Name
Address
17th Infantry Regiment
Hampton, Harvey L
223 Bluegrass
Newton, William P.
2145 NW 59th Terrace

City, State, ZIP

Phone

Co/Batt

Newport, KY 41071
Ocala, FL 34482

(859) 781-5254
(352) 401-3555

C & HQ&HQ
E

17th Infantry Regiment
Hampton, Harvey L
223 Bluegrass
Newton, William P.
2145 NW 59th Terrace

Newport, KY 41071
Ocala, FL 34482

(859) 781-5254
(352) 401-3555

C & HQ&HQ
E

184th Infantry Regiment
Nugent, Roy L.
18 Cedric Dr.
Patterson, Gerald R.
400 Horizon Rd.
Paul, Dana J.
9590 SW 158th Ave

Urbana, IL 61802
Eugene, OR 97405
Beaverton, OR 97007

(217) 367-6374
(541) 342-6634
(503) 579-6254

31st Infantry Regiment
Grant, Gordon M
4506 35th Road N
McPharlin, Daniel J.
8605 Tamarack
Peloquin, Joseph F.
1237 N Burlington Ave

Arlington, VA 22207
(703) 241-7789
Shelby Township, MI 48317 (586) 731-3192
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
(218) 736-2576

F
HHC
K

32nd Infantry Regiment
Abasciano, Frank A.
83 Middlesex Ave.
Alexandrov, Clifford W. 3 Sunshine Ct.
Judge, Michael T.
2008 Sargent Ave.
Nelson, Keith K.
14539 County Road 87
Randolph, Malcom M.
7020 Hwy 35 South
Smith, Jr., Milo
211 Rowe St.

Worchester, MA 01604
Newport, NH 03773
Simi Valley, CA 93063
Fleming, CO 80728
Batesville, MS 38606
Dublin, GA 31021

(508) 754-0249
(603) 863-3693
(805) 368-2126
(970) 774-6519
(662) 563-7067
(478) 272-4835

D

57th Field Artillery Battalion
Becker, Jack D.
328 Antoine Dr.

Port Washington, WI 53074 (262) 284-5148

B

707th Ordinance Maint.
Flickinger, Lowell
134 Holly Berry Lane
Ward, Richard L.
15107 Point Creek Rd

Prince George, VA 23875
Newton, WI 53063

(804) 862-3271
(920) 773-2224

A&D
HQ & A

7th Div. Field Artillery
Montgomery, Jr., James B. 2 Mercedes Ct.
Rogers, Tom C.
313 S. Fenway Pl

Roswell, NM 88201
Bartlesville, OK 74006

(575) 623-2199
(918) 331-0864

HHB
HQ

7th Reconnaissance Co.
Paradis, Paul E.
PO Box 241

Winsted, MN 55395

(320) 485-2612

7th Signal Co.
Hostetler, Donald E.

605 Briarwood Rd.

Venice, FL 34293

(941) 493-7092

Signal

8th Field Artillery
Morris, Jr., Charles E.

21 Meetinghouse Hill Rd. Sterling, MA 01564

(978) 422-7788

HQ

Page 20

u

A
F
D

CSC
L
F
B

s

The Hourglass

s

Organization
Name

Summer 2009

New Members (cont.)

Address

City, State, ZIP

Phone

Co/Batt

9th Infantry Regiment
Stemsrud, Allen K.
6201 Escondido Dr. #8C El Paso, TX 79912

(915) 833-9203

A

Combat Aviation Brigade
Raiola, Edmund M.
19 Sycamore Ave

Lake Grove, NY 11755

(631) 739-8393

D

Division Headquarters
Dare, Ian
15 Marian Ln

Loudenville, NY 12211

(518) 463-6623

G-4

Supporter
Jung Hwan, Lee (Bill)

Kyongki-do, Korea 00420

82-32 325-7869

1st Cav

434-2 Sangdong,
Wonmi-ku Bucheon

Total New Members as of April 2008 = 26

Membership Status
Paid Until
2009
2011
2013
2015
2017
2019
2025
2027

Members
777
184
11
9
5
1
1
2

Recruiting Honor Roll
10/1/08 - 3/31/09
Web Site
20
John Stengel
7
Doug Halbert
7
Gene Peeples
4
LeRoy Quernemoen 2
Robin Dare
1
Richard Saleski
1

Associate ..............69
Courtesy ..................3
Honorary .................3
Honored ..............137

Raymond Radke
Lou Drastal
Lawrence McDuff
Harold Wheatley
Harold Medlinger
Frank Abasciano
Beauford Toney

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

The Internet continues to lead the pack as the most productive
recruiter. John Stengel and Doug Halbert are tied for a distant
second.

Total Members in Good Standing - 1,202
Of the 990 dues paying members, 213 have already paid for
the 2009-2011 dues cycle and beyond. That is 22% of you!

The 7th IDA Booster Club

A special thanks to those of you who have paid your
Membership Dues without being reminded.

Boosters - 10/1/08 - 3/31/09

West Point’s Center for Oral
History

Chester J. Blazey
David E. Gray
Richard E. Hazelmyer
Edward C. Makowski
Guadalupe A. Martinez
Robert L. Natrop

Do you have some remembrances from your service that
you’d like to share? The Center for Oral History at West
Point is looking for personal stories from all eras of service
from WWII to the present day. You can go to their web site
at www.westpointcoh.org to submit your contribution.

Richard Newton
Samuel F. Rindge
Gerald M. Sales
Delbert B. Schuster
Joseph R. Selvidio
Leo E. Tremblay

Thanks to all of you for your voluntary contributions which
totalled $290.00.

u
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155mm Howitzer

Where’s My Hourglass?

In this issue there is an article by Leroy Shook that mentions
the 155mm Howitzer. For those of you who have forgotten,
or never knew, here are some facts about the weapon.

What Happens When You Move, Or Put A Temporary
Hold On Your Mail?

It was first produced
in 1941 and then
used in WWII, the
Korean War and in
Viet Nam. Over
6,000 of them were
built. It weighs over
12,000 pounds and
fires a 155mm (6”)
shell that has a range of over 9 miles.
It has a “fast fire” rate of 4 rounds/minute and a sustained
rate of 40
rounds/hour.
The muzzle
velocity is
1,847 ft. per
s e c o n d
(nearly 1,260
mph) and it
would take
about
30
seconds for a round to reach its maximum range.

There are a number of members who are missing out on their
Hourglass from time to time. We had 20 in the summer of
2008 and 15 in the winter of 2008. Perhaps you do not
understand what happens when you move and file a change
of address card with the USPS, or put a temporary hold on
your mail while you are on vacation or an extended visit to
warmer or cooler climates.
In order to conserve our funds, The Hourglass is distributed
as 3rd class non-profit organization mail. This allows a
substantial savings in postage costs. The USPS does not
forward or hold 3rd class mail. This is true even if you have
a forwarding order on file. If you move or put a temporary
hold on your mail, The Hourglass is immediately trashed.
The Association does use “Change Service Requested” on
the label. The USPS then, for a 50¢ fee, either provides the
new address or a notice that the person has their mail on
hold but that does not stop them from trashing The Hourglass.
You will not receive your copy for that edition. In 2005 the
Board of Governors decreed that the Association would not
absorb the extra cost of sending out duplicate copies of The
Hourglass to members that do not keep their records up-todate.

The 155 continues to serve in the US Army and is also the
standard NATO Howitzer.
Two of the earlier versions of the weapon are shown above.
The latest model, the self-propelled XM1203, requires only
a
2-man
crew.
A
prototype is
pictured
here.

Those of you who have both Summer and Winter addresses
need to make sure the Roster Manager knows where you are
and when. Every effort will be made to send your Hourglass
to the address at which you are located when it is expected
to be delivered. The system is not perfect but every effort
will be made.
For those of you who move, please understand that the
“Change of Address” card that you file with the USPS only
applies to First Class Mail and doesn’t stop your Hourglass
from being trashed! So, be sure to send the roster manager
your new address info. That’s the only way to ensure we do
not lose contact. And, while you are about it, please keep
your phone number and eMail address up to date.
Doug Halbert
Treasurer & Roster Manager

Photo courtesy of Military-Today.com
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The Purple Heart

Purple Heart Stamp

The Purple Heart has a long history.
It goes back to the Revolutionary War
where it was known as the Badge of
Military Merit, a piece of purple
cloth in the shape of a heart. It was
awarded to 3 soldiers for “unusual
gallantry, extraordinary fidelity and
essential service.”
The award fell into disuse until 1932
when, by executive order, President
Hoover revived it as the Purple Heart
in the form of a medal hanging from a
ribbon. The ribbon is purple with a thin
white border and suspended from it is a gold
heart-shaped pendant with a purple center containing a relief
bust of George Washington on the front, and the words “For
Military Merit” along with the recipient’s name engraved on
the back. The attachment point is Washington’s coat of arms.

In order to get a “forever” version of
the Purple Heart stamp issued there
needs to be a strong show of support
from the public. Earlier attempts by
Congress to accomplish this were
thwarted by the fact that this sort of
decision is now made by the Citizen’s
Stamp Advisory Committee and not by
Congress, as was the case in the past.
Please send your letters of support for a “forever” Purple
Heart stamp to:
Citizen’s Stamp Advisory Committee
c/o Stamp Development
US Postal Service – Suite 5013
1735 N. Lynn Street
Arlington, VA 22209

From 1932-42 it was an award exclusively for US Army
personnel, but after Pearl Harbor President F.D. Roosevelt
issued an executive order extending it to the other branches
of the Armed Forces.

Arlington Adds Space
Arlington National Cemetery recently added another 6,500
spaces for entombing cremated remains, bringing the total
capacity for cremated remains to 46,000. And, in 2011,
Arlington will open a 4.3 acre area that will provide an
additional 3,440 burial plots. This should enable Arlington
to continue to allow burials beyond the current 340,000
people buried there until the year 2060.

During WWII about 1.5 million Purple Hearts were made,
and at the end of the war there were about 500,000 of them
still remaining. Today’s wounded service members who
receive a Purple Heart are probably receiving a medal that
was made over 60 years ago.

One of the 6
columbarium areas
at Arlington.

The criteria for the award has changed from time to time, but
is only awarded for “wounds intentionally caused by the
enemy from an outside force or agent.” Post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) currently is not included in this definition.
Under provisions of the Stolen Valor Act of 2005 it is a
federal offense for anyone not actually awarded the medal to
wear, or claim to have been awarded, the Purple Heart. The
offense carries a maximum penalty of 1 year in prison and a
fine of up to $100,000 on the misdemeanor charge of making
a false claim of receiving a Purple Heart medal.

u

Arlington National
Cemetery with the
Washington
Monument in
background.
Photographs courtesy of Arlingtoncemetery.org
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“It looked like it would never stop,” Mann said. “We were
just reloading when a dozen Reds popped up smack in front
of us. I had ten riflemen next to me. We started shooting like
mad. Got about eight of ‘em and the rest turned tail.”

Bronze Star Asked For Entire
Company
By CPL Charles Dumas
7TH INF DIV IN KOREA
th

d

An entire company of the 7 Infantry Division’s 32
Regimental Combat Team has been recommended for the
Bronze Star medal after surviving one of the most hair-raising
experiences of armed combat, a frenzied suicide attack in
the dark of night. The unit had been designated to hold Nam
San Mountain, almost in the center of Seoul, while other
elements of the Division drove stubborn Red resistance out
of the Korean Capital city.

The attack lasted about three and a half hours. The Reds
launched charge after charge, but the out-numbered GI’s
turned them back with rifles and hand grenades.
Finally, grenades and close range mortar fire routed the
attackers and the battle was over. Forty dead North Koreans
lay in front of Flannery’s position. Mann accounted for another
ten. The total enemy dead was 105 and the hill remained
secure.
PFC. Flannery was decorated with the Silver Star medal by
MG David G. Barr, 7th Inf. Division Commander.

PFC John Flannery of Morehead, KY, a BAR gunner, had
dug in with his company near the top of the hill. It was 4:00
a.m. Word had whispered through the ranks that the Reds
were going to try to retake this position.
“It was so quiet around there, you could hear a pin drop,”
Flannery recalled. “They must have been up to something. It
was too still to suit me. I strained my eyes trying to look
through the dark down below. I couldn’t see a thing - couldn’t
hear a peep.”

Editor’s Note: This is from a photocopy of an original
Korean War-era article in the Army Newspaper received
from Richard L. Michael on 3-13-06. Unfortunately
the original article did not identify the date of the combat
action or which Company of the 32d RCT was being
recommended for this honor.

Soldier Finally Returns Home

“Then all of a sudden,” he continued, “a horrible screech
about 200 yards below made me jump about a foot out of my
hole. I couldn’t imagine what it was. I listened again. It was
a bugle - a whole mess of bugles. They started yelling and
blowing whistles. The noise was deafening. Then they came.”

On October 24, 2008, after more than 50 years, family and
friends were able to pay their respects to PFC Milton
Dinerboiler, Jr., who had been missing since 1951.
Dinerboiler was assigned to the 31st Regimental Combat
Team, 7th Infantry Division.

“There must have been 500 of them, screaming, shouting and
blasting away. What fire power! We found out later that every
one of them was armed with an automatic weapon - burp
guns, rifles and machine guns.

The team fought a battle against Chinese forces near the
Chosin Reservoir in North Korea from late November to
early December 1950. Dinerboiler was captured and
marched along a route north of the reservoir. He died in
mid-to-late April 1951. His remains were buried beside a
hill along the route. Lack of medical treatment is believed to
have contributed to his death.

One jumped up in front of me hollering and blasting away
with a burp gun. He missed me, but I didn’t miss him. They
started coming in swarms. I just kept firing - used up 30
clips of ammo.”

His remains were identified June 4, 2008 by the Department
of Defense POW Office after being returned in 2002. Officials
used mitochondrial DNA, dental comparisons and other
forensic identification tools to identify the remains.

On the flank opposite of Flannery, another BAR gunner, PFC
Howard Mann of Detroit, MI, and his assistant PFC Louis
Vaughn of Senath, MO had their hands full.
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7th IDA Governing Council

Officers
Name
F. E. (Gene) Peeples
Gene C. Richards
Julius “JT” Morgan
Ronald R. Levendoski
Douglas J. Halbert
Robert C. Hoxsie
Jerry Piller
John H. Stengel

Office
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
3rd Vice President
Treasurer & Roster Manager
Quartermaster
Hourglass Editor
Executive Secretary

Term
2007 - 2011
2007 - 2013
2007 - 2009
2007 - 2011
2005 - 2011
2005 - 2009
2009 - 2009
2005 - 2009

Governors
Moises Alonso
George Boggs
Alexander Bravo
Clyde Carlisle
Levi O. Haire

2003-2009
2007-2013
2003-2009
2005-2011
2007-2013

Richard Hazelmyer
Charles D. Iden
Vilas “Sid” Morris
Jacob Sauter

2005-2011
2003-2009
2007-2013
2007-2009

Can Women Become Generals Or Admirals?
by CPT Barbara A. Wilson, USAF (Ret)
Until quite recently the answer to this question would have
been “No.”
Even though women had officially served in the military since
1901, when the Army Nurse Corps was created, the highest
rank they could hold was Colonel. Promotion to “star rank,”
a military term for admirals and generals, was not an option
for career military women.
In 1967 a bill to promote military women to star rank worked
its way though the Congress and was signed into law. In
June of 1970 the Army took the first step and promoted the
Chief of the Army Nurse Corps, COL Anna May Hayes, to
Brigadier General - the very first woman to wear a star.
Literally minutes later COL Elizabeth P. Hoisington,
Women’s Army Corps Director, received her star.
Over the next two years three more women were promoted
to general, and in the Navy Nurse Corps to admiral. The

Marine Corps
made a woman a
general ten years
later. Now each
branch of the
service
has
women of star
rank wearing one,
two, and three
stars on their
shoulders and are
General Ann Dunwoody
serving at the
highest levels of command. In November 2008 GEN Ann
Dunwoody was promoted to 4-star rank and now commands
the Army Materiel Command.
Over fifty women in the military wear the stars of an admiral
or general and more have been selected to pin them on this
year - a big step since there were none prior to 1970.
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The Invasion That Never Happened - Part I
By LTC Lupe Martinez (Ret.)
WWII through Viet Nam.
As my generation dies off, many in succeeding generations
have begun to question the morality of and need to drop the
atomic bombs on Japan. They are, in my opinion, misinformed
and have few historic facts to support their beliefs. The
following document might alter some thinking. I hope so. I
did not then, and do not now, believe we did wrong. War is
hell and hell is relative. WWII was an all out war. Right or
wrong, civilians were just as vulnerable as those in uniform.
The sheer numbers in this article are overwhelming.

War II. Only a few Americans in 1945 were aware of the
elaborate plans that had been prepared for the Allied Invasion
of the Japanese home islands. Even fewer today are aware
of the defenses the Japanese had prepared to counter the
invasion had it been launched. Operation Downfall was
finalized during the spring and summer of 1945. It called for
two massive military undertakings to be carried out in
succession and aimed at the heart of the Japanese Empire.

In this outline of the plan for the invasion of Japan in 1945
the location of the 7ID’s landing is mentioned. At that time I
was an Infantry private in the 20th Armored Div. brought
back from Europe to participate in the invasion. We were in
California waiting to load on to ships and were “saved by
the bell” by President Truman.

In the first invasion, code named Operation Olympic,
American combat troops would land on Japan by amphibious
assault during the early morning hours of November 1, 1945.
Fourteen combat divisions of soldiers and Marines would
land on heavily fortified and defended Kyushu, the
southernmost of the Japanese home islands, after an
unprecedented naval and aerial bombardment.

An Invasion Not Found in the History Books

The second invasion on March 1, 1946, code named
Operation Coronet, would send at least 22 divisions against
1 million Japanese defenders on the main island of Honshu
and the Tokyo plain. The goal: the unconditional surrender
of Japan.

James Martin Davis
Reprinted from the Omaha World Herald, November
1987

With the exception of a part of the British Pacific Fleet,
Operation Downfall was to be a strictly American operation.
It called for using the entire Marine Corps, the entire Pacific
Navy, elements of the 7th Air Force, the 8th Air Force
(recently redeployed from Europe), 10th Air Force and the
American Far Eastern Air Force. More than 1.5 million
combat soldiers, with 3 million more in support - more than
40% of all servicemen still in uniform in 1945 - would be
directly involved in the two amphibious assaults. Casualties
were expected to be extremely heavy.

Deep in the recesses of the National Archives in Washington,
D.C., hidden for nearly four decades, lie thousands of pages
of yellowing and dusty documents stamped "Top Secret."
These documents, now declassified, are the plans for
Operation Downfall, the invasion of Japan during World

Admiral William Leahy estimated that there would be more
than 250,000 Americans killed or wounded on Kyushu alone.
General Charles Willoughby, Chief of Intelligence for
General Douglas MacArthur, the Supreme Commander of
the Southwest Pacific, estimated American casualties would
be one million men by the fall of 1946. Willoughby's own
intelligence staff considered this to be a conservative
estimate.
During the summer of 1945, America had little time to prepare
for such an endeavor, but top military leaders were in almost
unanimous agreement that an invasion was necessary. While
a naval blockade and strategic bombing of Japan was
considered to be useful, General MacArthur, for instance,
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did not believe a blockade would bring about an
unconditional surrender. The advocates for invasion agreed
that while a naval blockade chokes, it does not kill; and
though strategic bombing might destroy cities, it leaves whole
armies intact.
So, on May 25, 1945, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, after extensive
deliberation, issued to General MacArthur, Admiral Chester
Nimitz, and Army Air Force General Henry Arnold, the topsecret directive to proceed with the invasion of Kyushu. The
target date was after the typhoon season.
President Truman approved the plans for the invasions on
July 24. Two days later, the United Nations issued the Potsdam
Proclamation, which called upon Japan to surrender
unconditionally or face total destruction. Three days later,
the Japanese governmental news agency broadcast to the
world that Japan would ignore the proclamation and would
refuse to surrender. During this same period it was learned by monitoring Japanese radio broadcasts - that Japan had
closed all schools and mobilized its schoolchildren, was
arming its civilian population and was fortifying caves and
building underground defenses.
Operation Olympic
called for a fourpronged assault on
Kyushu. Its purpose
was to seize and
control the southern
one-third of that
island and establish
naval and air
bases, to tighten the
naval blockade of
the home islands, to
destroy units of the
main Japanese
army and to support
the later invasion of
the Tokyo plain.
The preliminary
invasion would begin October 27 when the 40th Infantry
Division would land on a series of small islands west and
southwest of Kyushu. At the same time, the 158th Regimental
Combat Team would invade and occupy a small island 28
miles south of Kyushu. On these islands seaplane bases would
be established and radar would be set up to provide advance
air warning for the invasion fleet, to serve as fighter direction

Summer 2009

centers for the carrier-based aircraft and to provide an
emergency anchorage for the invasion fleet should things not
go well on the day of the invasion. As the invasion grew
imminent, the massive firepower of the Navy - the Third and
Fifth Fleets -- would approach Japan. The Third Fleet, under
Admiral William "Bull" Halsey, with its big guns and naval
aircraft, would provide strategic support for the operation
against Honshu and Hokkaido. Halsey's fleet would be
composed of battleships, heavy cruisers, destroyers, dozens
of support ships and three fast carrier task groups. From
these carriers, hundreds of Navy fighters, dive-bombers and
torpedo planes would hit targets all over the island of Honshu.
The 3,000 ship Fifth Fleet, under Admiral Raymond
Spruance, would carry the invasion troops.
Several days before the invasion, the battleships, heavy
cruisers and destroyers would pour thousands of tons of high
explosives into the target areas. They would not cease the
bombardment until after the land forces had been launched.
During the early morning hours of November 1, the invasion
would begin. Thousands of soldiers and Marines would pour
ashore on beaches all along the eastern, southeastern, southern
and western coasts of Kyushu. Waves of Helldivers,
Dauntless dive-bombers, Avengers, Corsairs, and Hellcats
from 66 aircraft carriers would bomb, rocket and strafe
enemy defenses, gun emplacements and troop concentrations
along the beaches.
The Eastern Assault Force consisting of the 25th, 33rd and
41st Infantry Divisions would land near Miyazaki, at beaches
called Austin, Buick, Cadillac, Chevrolet, Chrysler, and Ford,
and move inland to attempt to capture the city and its nearby
airfield. The Southern Assault Force, consisting of the 1st
Cavalry Division, the 43rd Division and American Division
would land inside Ariake (Shibushi) Bay at beaches labeled
DeSoto, Dusenberg, Essex, Ford, and Franklin and attempt
to capture Shibushi and the city of Kanoya and its airfield.
On the western shore of Kyushu, at beaches Pontiac, Roe,
Rolls Royce, Saxon, Star, Studebaker, Stutz, Winston and
Zephyr, the V Amphibious Corps would land the 2nd, 3rd
and 5th Marine Divisions, sending half of its force inland to
Sendai and the other half to the port city of Kagoshima.
On November 4, the Reserve Force, consisting of the 81st
and 98th Infantry Divisions and the 11th Airborne Division,
after feigning an attack of the island of Shikoku, would be
landed - if not needed elsewhere - near Kaimondake, close
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“Invasion” continued from previous page

defense of the home islands was dangerously in error.

to the southernmost tip of Kagoshima Bay, at the beaches
designated Locomobile, Lincoln, LaSalle, Hupmobile, Moon,
Mercedes, Maxwell, Overland, Oldsmobile, Packard and
Plymouth.

During the sea battle at Okinawa alone, Japanese kamikaze
aircraft sank 32 Allied ships and damaged more than 400
others. But, during the summer of 1945, American top brass
concluded that the Japanese had spent their air force since
American bombers and fighters daily flew unmolested over
Japan.

Olympic was not just a plan for invasion, but for conquest
and occupation as well. It was expected to take four months
to achieve its objective, with the three fresh American
divisions per month to be landed in support of that operation
if needed.
If all went well
with Olympic,
Operation Coronet
would be launched
March 1, 1946 and
would be twice the
size of Olympic,
with as many as 28
divisions landing
on Honshu. All
along the coast east
of Tokyo, the
American 1st Army
would land the 5th,
7th, 27th, 44th,
86th, and 96th
Infantry Divisions
along with the 4th
and 6th Marine
Divisions.

What the military leaders did not know was, that by the end
of July, the Japanese had been saving all aircraft, fuel, and
pilots in reserve, and had been feverishly building new planes
for the decisive battle for their homeland.
End of Part I
Part II will appear in the next issue of The Hourglass.

ALS Presumed Service-Connected
On September 23, 2008 the Veterans Administration
announced that amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) is now
presumed to be a service-connected disease. For a long
time veterans had to prove that this condition was servicerelated. This applies to veterans of all periods of military
service as long as they had at least 90 days of continuous
service. It provides a starting disability rating of 30% which
increases as the condition worsens.

At Sagami Bay, just south of Tokyo, the entire 8th and 10th
Armies would strike north and east to clear the long western
shore of Tokyo Bay and attempt to go as far as Yokohama.
The assault troops landing south of Tokyo would be the
4th, 6th, 8th, 24th, 31st, 37th, 38th Infantry Divisions, along
with the 13th and 20th Armored Divisions.

ALS is more commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s disease. It
is a degenerative condition of the nerve cells that leads to
the loss of muscle control and prevents communication
between the nervous system and voluntary muscles. There
are about 25,000 ALS patients in the United States, 60% of
whom are men. The cause of ALS remains a mystery and is
most often diagnosed in a person’s early 60s.

Button Up!

Following the initial assault, eight more divisions - the 2nd,
28th, 35th, 91st, 95th, 97th and 104th Infantry Divisions and
the 11th Airborne Division would be landed. If additional
troops were needed, as expected, other divisions redeployed
from Europe and undergoing training in the United States
would be shipped to Japan in what was hoped to be the final
push.

The colonel who served as inspector general in our
command paid particular attention to how personnel
wore their uniforms. On one occasion he spotted a
young soldier with a violation. “Private,” he bellowed,
“what do you do when a shirt pocket is unbuttoned?”
The startled soldier replied, “Button it, sir!”
The colonel looked him in the eye and said,
“Well?”
At that, the soldier nervously reached
over and buttoned the colonel’s shirt
pocket.

Captured Japanese documents and post war interrogations
of Japanese military leaders disclosed that information
concerning the number of Japanese planes available for the
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Davidson, USMC, France 1918. She turned and made for
the WWII section, stopping at a stone. She put a bunch on the
stone…Stephen Davidson, USMC, 1943. She went up the
row and laid another bunch on the stone…Stanley Wieserman,
USMC, 1944. “Two more and we’ll be done.”

Cemetery Escort Duty
Author Unknown
I just wanted to get the day over with. I looked at my
watch…only five minutes to go before the cemetery closed
for the day. I saw a car pull in and park. An old woman got
out slowly with a cane and some flowers - about 4 or 5
bunches.

“Yes, ma’am. Take your time.”
She looked confused. “Where’s
the Vietnam section?”

I couldn’t help myself…the
thought came unwanted, “She’s
going to spend an hour and this
old Marine is ready to get out of
here now!” But my duty was to
assist anyone coming in.

I pointed, “That way, ma’am.”
She headed down the walk and
found the ones she wanted. She
placed a bunch on Larry
Wieserman, USMC, 1968, and the
last on Darrel Wieserman,
USMC, 1970. OK, I’m finished.
Get me back to my car and you
can go home.”

I came to “attention.” I must have
made quite a sight…a middleaged man with a potbelly in a fulldress Marine uniform. I stopped
in front of her. She looked at me with a squint. “Ma’am,
may I assist you in any way?”

“Yes, ma’am. Were those your kinfolk?”

“Yes, son. Can you carry these flowers? I’m moving a tad
slow these days.”

She paused, “Yes, Donald was my father, Stephen was my
uncle, Stanley was my husband, and Larry & Darrel were
our sons. All killed in action, all Marines.” She slowly and
painfully made her way to her car.

“My pleasure, ma’am.”

I waited for a polite distance to come between us and then
double-timed it over to my partner, Kevin. “Get to the ‘Out’
gate quick, there’s something I’ve got to do!” Kevin broke
the rules, raced down the service road and got us there ahead
of her.

She looked again. “Marine, where were you stationed?”
“Vietnam, ma’am. Ground-pounder ’69 to ’71.”
She looked closer, “Wounded in action, I see. Well done,
Marine. I’ll be as quick as I can.”

“Kevin, stand at attention next to the gatepost and follow my
lead.”

I lied a little, “No hurry, ma’am.”
She smiled and winked at me. “Son, I’m 85-years-old and I
can tell a lie from a long way off. Let’s get this done. My
name’s Joanne Wieserman and this might be the last time I
can do this. I’ve a few Marines I’d like to see one more
time.”
“Yes, ma ‘am. At your service.”
She headed for the WWI section, stopping at a stone. She
picked one of the bunches of flowers out of my arms and laid
it on top of the stone. The name on the marble was Donald

I went across the drive to the other post. The car came slowly
around the hedges and began the short drive to the gate. I
called out in my best Gunny’s voice, “TenHut! Present
Haaaarms!” Kevin stood there – in full dress giving a salute
that would have made his DI proud. She drove through that
gate with two old worn-out Marines giving her the send-off
she deserved - for service rendered to her country, and for
knowing duty, honor and sacrifice.
I am not sure, but I think I saw her give a return salute.
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Web Site Especially for Army
Veterans
You are invited to join Army Together We Served (ATWS)
- a one of a kind, feature-rich website specially created to
provide US Army soldiers of all eras the opportunity to not
only locate brothers-in-arms from the past, but also to provide
a unique venue to enjoy the camaraderie of others who served
through the sharing of memories and photographs.
ATWS is administered entirely by retired soldiers. It already
has a large, growing membership of current and former Army
members which has allowed many members to reconnect
with others with whom they served.
ATWS has no public access and only those who served in
the US Army, US Army Reserve and Army National Guard
are eligible to come aboard. Joining is completely free and
enables you to create your own personal Army service profile
page including the voluntary posting of your training schools,
the units you were assigned to, the combat missions you
participated in and even the medals, insignia and skill badges
you were awarded in a very attractive and accurate format.
To complete your membership go to:
www.army.togetherweserved.com/army/servlet/
tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=JoinNow
You are under no obligation to remain a member of Army
Together We Served and you may cancel at any time.

?
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Fact or

Editor’s Note: Although joining is initially free, there is
a fee if you decide to continue your membership past
30 days. The site is interesting and easy to navigate so
check it out. You can check out a couple of postings by
doing a search on “Jerry Piller” or “Douglas Halbert.”

It is commonly thought that the 21-gun salute was
inspired by the fact that the numbers in “1776” add up
to 21, but this is not true.
Back in colonial times, for its national salute, the United
States fired one shot for each state in the Union. The
practice was officially authorized in 1810 when the War
Department declared that the “National Salute to be
equal to the number of States in the Union”. Then in
1841 the number of shots in the National Salute was
standardized to 21.

M1 Carbine (Garand), .30 cal
The M1 was the basic shoulder weapon
of the US armed forces from 1936-57. It was a
gas-operated, semi-automatic rifle that fired an 8-round clip,
and weighed 9.5 pounds, 10.5 with bayonet. Its combat
effective range was about 300 yards, with a rate of fire of
about 30 rounds per minute. Over 4 million were made.
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7ID “We Were Soldiers” Hero
Harold G. “Hal” Moore, Jr.
(1923- ) commanded the 7th
Infantry Division at the end
of the Division’s service in
Korea, circa 1969-71. To the
general public he is probably
best known as the officer
portrayed by Mel Gibson in
the 2002 film “We Were
Soldiers” based on the 1965
Battle of Ia Drang, Viet Nam.
In the movie you’ll note
Gibson wears the 7ID patch on his right shoulder.
LTG Moore graduated from West Point and was
commissioned a 2LT of Infantry in 1945. He served and
commanded at all levels. He was a master parachutist,
aviator, commanded two Infantry companies in the Korean
War, was a Battalion and Brigade commander in Vietnam,
and a Division commander in Korea.
In the Korean War he fought at Pork Chop Hill twice, Old
Baldy, T-Bone, Arsenal & Charlie Outpost.
Highlights of his career include:
♦ Korean War as a Company Commander and Regimental
S-3 (7th Div)
♦ Service in Vietnam as a Battalion and Brigade
Commander (1st Cav)
♦ Commanding General of the 7th Inf Div in Korea
♦ Commander of Ft. Ord, CA
♦ Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel, Department of the
Army
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Executive Secretary’s
Comments
As I write this I feel that we are falling short in the number
of members joining us at the Baton Rouge reunion.
I sent out at least 30 newsletters to prior 7 th ID members that
wanted to know about the reunion. I realize that we are getting
older and that some of us don’t have the finances, but we
should see and be with our comrades-in-arms.
This organization was formed to be part of something that
was good and bad - good in the friendships that we had
while we were in the service and the bad in the conflicts that
we fought in together. These are the people that we still
remember, and will remember the rest of our lives. In my
36-year association with the military I have met a lot of
soldiers, and sometimes I wish I could see some of them
again just to see what they have been doing. A reunion is a
good place to do just that.
In reading the schedule for the reunion, it looks like Gene
did a great job of setting up the schedule of events. It should
be a great time with a lot to see and do. I hope to see ALL of
you at the reunion. If I don’t then I want you to have a good
year and maybe in 2011 we’ll see each other again.

John H. (Casey) Stengel
Executive Secretary

New Infantry Museum Opens
www.nationalinfantrymuseum.org

Moore was the first of his West Point class (1945) to be
promoted to Brigadier General, Major General, and
Lieutenant General. He rose in rank from Lieutenant Colonel
(Viet Nam) in 1965 to Major General (Korea) in 4 years.
Among his many awards were 2 Combat Infantryman’s
Badges and the Distinguished Service Cross.
He retired in 1977 after 32 years service, with the rank of
LTG. After his retirement from active duty he became the
Executive Vice President of the Crested Butte Ski Area in
Crested Butte, CO.

The National Infantry Museum & Soldier Center opened at
Patriot Park in Columbus, GA in March 2009. Located next
to Ft. Benning, GA, home of the US Army Infantry School, it
is the only interactive Army Museum in the U.S with more
than 30,000 artifacts and an IMAX theater.
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The Most Beautiful Thing...
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By Leroy Shook
31st Field Artillery, 7th Infantry Division

blew out of my 155
artillery piece, bursting
my right ear drum. I was
treated with a shot and
packing in my ear. Not
being able to hear well,
I was reassigned as a
truck driver. Later, on
patrol in a ¾ ton
weapons carrier, on a
mountainous road we came head to head with a truck filled
with Chinese and North Koreans. Our driver took to the ditch
and our vehicle flipped on to its side.

Upon landing in Korea, one of the coldest places I have
ever been to, on 15 September 1950 I was assigned to the
7th Division, 31st Field Artillery, 3rd gun, 155mm
Howitzer, as No. 1 Cannoneer and Assistant Truck Driver.
As we moved up to the Yalu River we were soon totally
cut off by the Chinese and Koreans. We were out of ammunition
and food supplies. We were told that we were cut off and
could leave one by one, or we could stay there as a group.
We decided to stay as a group.

The next thing I knew, I was being pulled up from the
wreckage still gasping from having my breath knocked out
of me. My rifle butt had broken a rib but I completed the
mission and returned to the gun section with a towel and a
pistol belt wrapped around my rib cage.

After a few days two planes flew over to drop ammunition
and food to us, but the wind blew our supplies toward the
enemy. The next day two more planes came back. To guarantee
that the supplies landed in the drop zone, the planes flew so
low that the chutes opened just above the ground. The
supplies fell so hard that we had to dig them out. I saw one
of the supply planes hit the side of a mountain and explode.
Eventually the only thing we could do was to try to get out by
ourselves, and the only way we could make it was traveling
along with the civilians.
After traveling all night we came over a hill. I saw several
tents, vehicles, people, and the most beautiful thing of all the American flag! I can’t tell you how beautiful our flag
was to my eyes! I love it dearly.

Later I volunteered to drive a truck and pull a 155 mm
howitzer on a special mission. With a jeep escort, we headed
to our destination about 12 miles distant. We came to a small
village where a pair of GI guards next to a bridge stopped
us. They informed us that we could go over the bridge or
around a destroyed building in front of us. Actually the guards
offered to use a dozer to push debris out of our way.

Thankfully, I knew I was getting close to some rest. We
proceeded on to the beach and then on to a LST. As it was
getting dark our LST operator had to ask directions from
ship to ship to get to our ship. Loading from the LST was
hazardous due to the rough seas pushing the LST up and down
against the boarding ship. At least two men sustained serious
feet and leg injuries as they climbed the loading net.

As they started across the bridge it blew up and the last thing
I saw was one of the guards flying through the air. You could
have picked up any piece of that dozer that you wanted to
have. The men on my truck dismounted and began probing
for mines. Some were removed and others marked.

We sailed down to Pusan, where we docked. Most of us
marched up to a Bob Hope show, on Christmas day, 1950.
We had been told that we would be home for Christmas, but
instead we loaded up on a LST and made a landing up near
the 38th parallel.

We proceeded on and as we approached the top of the hill I
noticed a lot of smoke, maybe 100 yards ahead. I did not
know it at the time, but that was cover for us to get into
position. We fired 85 rounds directly at a bunker, the last
five completely destroying it. I never saw so many American
GI’s as those that swarmed up the hill toward that bunker.
That same day the rest of our Battery moved up into position
with us. We were called into formation and were told by our
Commanding Officer and 1st Sgt. that rotations back to the
States were being started.

One day while we were firing our guns the gas check pad

The rest is history.
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Long Wave The American Flag
The American Flag, that waves so proudly above,
Is a symbol of peace and freedom and love;
Many would like to destroy it today,
But with God on our side it will always wave.
(Chorus) The American Flag, Long may it wave,
Many have died for it so brave;
I pray and I pray to God that it may,
Wave on and on ‘till that Great Judgement Day.
Our Flag is so beautiful, trimmed in red,
Blood of the men who now are dead;
They gave their lives for the flag that they loved,
And now they are resting in heaven above.
Our flag has flown through battles before,
But always away from our own shores;
Now the enemy we face is from within,
If we turn back to God we will win again.
Our freedom they have tried to take in the past,
It was given by God and will always last;
But this time is different, or so we’ve been told,
This enemy is after our very soul.

Flashback

Contributor’s Note: The first two verses and the chorus
were given to me in the Spring of 1950. The last two
verses were given to me about 3:00 a.m. one morning in
the Spring of 2002, after much praying.

The Hourglass

Thursday, December 6, 1951
NEW SPECIFIC QUESTIONS
ON COMMUNIST PROPOSALS

Charles E. Herrington
(318) 996-6860
<ceh509@bellsouth.net>

Tokyo (UP)
Wary UN armistice delegates are waiting for the answer to
18 new questions submitted to the Communists demanding
pinpoint clarification on Red proposals for truce inspections
and an overall freeze of troops and weapons in Korea.

definition of their proposal ranged from unacceptable to
unpalatable to the UN Command.

A deluge of questions and some answers plunged the truce
teams into a fever of negotiations after the Reds broke the
conference deadlock Monday with their dramatic
“concession” to Allied demands for a neutral, behind the
lines, supervision of an armistice. As usual the Communist

Regarded as unacceptable was a flat Communist statement
that there would be no ban on construction of any kind in
North Korea, especially of airfields. Almost as unacceptable,
but open to negotiation, was the Reds’ demand for an
“absolute” freeze on troops - an end to the UN troop rotation
plan after the armistice is signed.
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Final Taps

Obituary

We remember those who
have left our ranks
Organization
Name

Co/Bat.

Date of Death

17th Infantry & 31st Infantry
Emory, Arthur R.
Heavy Mortar
17th Infantry Regiment
*Braun, Raymond V.
*Burinda, Steven L.
Minger, Richard L
Monahan, Francis M.

Donald E. Foltz, past President of our Association from
1999-2003, died on April 3, 2009 at Clinton, IN. Born in
Clinton on December 29, 1924, Don was a 1946 graduate of
Purdue University and served in Korea as a 2nd Lieutenant
with the 7th Infantry Division. Don served as President of
the 7th Infantry Division Association for a four-year term
and presided over two national reunions.
After the truce he returned to IN and formed the Clinton State
Bank, serving as its president for many years. He was also
very active in politics, and served in the state legislature for
a number of years. Don was very active in community service
throughout his life and after his retirement he was able to
spend more time on the family farm.

1/17/2009
1/13/2009
8/2007
9/23/2008

184th Infantry Regiment
Richards, Thomas J.
K

12/3/2008

31st Infantry Regiment
Dyer, Joseph A.
*Foltz, Donald E.
Hicks, Frank E.
Loftis, Russell C.

D
I
Medical
E

10/7/2007
4/3/2009
2008
5/2007

32nd Infantry Regiment
Bartholomew, James M. M
Bigger, Erwin B.
Hvy Mtr
Condi, Raymond J.
K
Tenhover, Al B.
K

2/22/2009
1/27/2009
2/3/2009
2008

57th Field Artillery Battalion
Hartman, William L.
A
Division Headquarters
*Dare, Robyn L.
G-4
*Johnson, Glen E.
Artillery

1997
12/4/2007
1/9/08

We have lost a total of 17 Members since the last report.
Those marked with an asterisk (*) were in our “Honored
Membership” class.

He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Jean; daughter Julia
of Terre Haute; son Timothy of Clinton; granddaughters
Kathleen and Melissa; and brothers Dale and Max, both of
Clinton, and Leon of Speedway.
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Membership Application Form
Please TYPE or PRINT clearly.

Name:

.
Last Name

First

Sex:

Middle

o

o

Male

Female

Address:

.
Street, RR, or PO Box

Apartment #

.
City

Status: oVeteran

State

9 Digit Zip Code

Country

oWidow(er) of Veteran oChild (Grandchild) of Veteran oSupporter

Spouse’s Name:

.

(or nearest kin)

Phones: (
)
Home

(

)

(
)
Business

Cell

_

(
Fax

)

_ ,

eMail Address:

.

Name and relationship of person who served with the Division:

.

The following information relates to the person who served with the Division:

Military:
Assignment
With 7th ID from:

.
Platoon

Company

Troop

.To:

Battalion

Battery

Highest Rank:

Regiment

_

DOB:

Brigade

/

/

.

Overseas Assignments, Major Battles, Awards, Decorations and Service Medals:

If more space is required to complete this question, please use a separate sheet of paper and attach to this form.

.
.
.
_
Applicant’s Signature

Date of Application

Biennial dues are $30.00 payable July 1st in the odd year.
If you are joining in an even year, your initial dues are $15.00
which pays you up to June 30th of the following, odd year.

Please mail the completed form and your check to:
7th Infantry Division Association
518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

Recommended By 7th IDA Member:
.
.
.

Name:
Address:

New Members are immediately placed on our mailing list and receive a Membership Card, a 7th IDA lapel
pin, a 7th IDA auto decal, a copy of our Constitution and By-laws, and a current copy of The Hourglass.
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Dues Status
The next dues cycle will commence on 07/01/2009,
but we welcome the early payment of your 2009-11
dues at any time. The legend below explains the “Dues
Status” of your mailing label.
l Delinquent ...... Your membership has lapsed.
l 2011 ................. Your dues are current.
l 2013+ .............. You are paid in advance. Thank you.

The Hourglass Staff
President: .......................... F.E. (Gene) Peeples
Executive Secretary: ....... John H. (Casey) Stengel
Treasurer: ......................... Doug Halbert
Quartermaster: ................ Robert C. Hoxsie
Publisher: .......................... Frank S. Wadge
Editor: ............................... Jerry Piller
Copy Deadlines:

Winter Issue - August 31
Summer Issue - March 31

l Honored.......... You are exempt from dues.

Contributions are invited from any 7th Infantry Division
Association member or supporter. eMail submission is
preferred, and should be sent to:

l Honorary ........ You are exempt from dues.

<hourglass@7id.us>

l Associate ........ You are exempt from dues.

l Special ............ You are exempt from dues.

Send your $30.00 dues to:
7th IDA
518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

Your continuing
support of the
Association is
appreciated.

Hard copy submissions should be mailed to:
Hourglass Editor, 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753
Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope if
you wish your material to be returned to you.

