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Life in the President’s chair has presented
both challenges and rewards since my last
article in the summer 2006 edition of The
Hourglass. Most important are the
rewards consisting of the support
provided by Charlie Richardson, John
Stengel and Doug Halbert. Without
their help, the job of keeping this association on an even keel
would be more than one man could handle. Our 1st Vice
President, Dennis Camp, has also provided what help he could
even though he and his wife have experienced numerous medical
problems. I am pleased to report that, as of this writing, Dennis
and Mary Jo are doing reasonably well.
Now, let’s talk about the challenges. In late June, John Stengel
and I traveled to Colorado Springs to make arrangements for
the 21st Reunion of the 7th Infantry Division Association in
response to the September 2005 invitation delivered by MG
Robert Mixon in Atlanta. We met with the Colorado Springs
Convention & Visitors Bureau. We surveyed several hotels
for the best deal.
By June 26th I had signed on the dotted line with the DoubleTree
Hotel - World Arena to hold our 2007 reunion at their facility,
June 28 - July 1, 2007. Both John and I felt we had negotiated
a good deal for the members. We also tried to make contact
with the officials at Fort Carson but were not successful in the
effort. At the same time, Doug Halbert was, by eMail,
requesting information regarding the longevity of the 7th Division
at Fort Carson from General Mixon. John and I returned to our
homes thinking we had done a great job.
Then the bombshell hit! On June 30th General Mixon finally
responded to Doug by eMail advising him that the 7th Infantry
Continued on Page 14
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We Get Letters
7th IDA Website Inquiry
I was on the Korean DMZ in 1968. I’m
sure the name of our outpost was Susan.
I was with Co. C 1st Bn, 32nd Inf. We
went to the Z about late March
1968 or close to that date. Does
anyone remember Susan and about
where it was on the map? I remember we
could see Panmunjom in the distance
looking west.
eMail: <beaufordbton@aol.com>
o O o O o O o O o O o
Doug Halbert,
Regarding the battle in Alaska during
WWII, I understand many members of the
7th contacted frostbite. I discovered
many military personnel are not aware
such wounds lead to award of the Purple
Heart. Although not a member of your
organization, I am concerned such
members that served during WWII should
receive what is due.
I ask if you could publish this
information so your members can be aware
that the Regulations definition of a
wound includes frostbite, and authorizes
the Purple Heart.
Regards,
Robert E. Johnson
16169 North 158 Avenue
Surprise, Arizona 85374
Tel: 623-546-3410
o O o O o O o O o O o
From:“Doug Halbert”
<doughalbert@hawaiiantel.net>
To:<Robersabel@aol.com>
Robert:
Let’s see if we can get this on the
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right track. If I understand
correctly, you, as a volunteer,
are attempting to make sure that
WWII veterans are aware that those
who suffered from frostbite are
eligible for the award of the
Purple Heart, albeit late.
May I first thank you for your support
of those who served so long ago! If you
would like to write a short article
describing the rules for the award,
what proof is needed and how to claim
the award, I am sure the Editor of our
semi-annual newsletter, The Hourglass,
will take your submission under
consideration. His name is Charles
Richardson and his eMail address is
<hourglass@7id.us>
If I misunderstood your request, please
let me know.
Doug Halbert
o O o O o O o O o O o
Dear Mr. Richardson,
I always enjoy reading “The Hourglass”
and I congratulate you on the last issue.
Keep it coming!
Henley S. Smith
701 W. 32nd St.
Holland, MI 49423
(Batttery A and HQ, 57th FA BN
Oct. ’52 to Aug. ’53)
o O o O o O o O o O o
Charles,
There is a good story for both the 7th
Infantry Division Association Hourglass
and Howard Payne University, I think,
but as “family” I am too close to the
story to get any cooperation, perhaps.
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Dr. Don C. Jones, brother to my late
wife Laura, should get an invitation
FROM YOU to write of his experience
with the 7th Infantry Division band on
occupation duty in Korea at the close
of World War II. This experience led to
his call to return to Korea in the
fifties as a Southern Baptist missionary.
He and his late wife, Nita, who died
last year, served there for some 37
years before their retirement to Grand
Prairie, Texas.
Don is an excellent writer who used to
write a regular column for the Englishlanguage newspaper in Seoul, Korea,
while assigned to the mission there,
and he has written articles related to
his mission work for magazines over the
years. He will be 77 years old Sunday,
but he he remains quite active and
sharper mentally, I think, than I am,
and he is in better health. He writes
book reviews on the Internet, and I
don’t know what other writing he may be
involved in at the moment.
Don graduated from Howard Payne in 1952,
and he performed the wedding ceremony
at North Dallas Baptist Church that
year when I married his sister. My best
man at the wedding was Britt Towery,
longtime Southern Baptist missionary
to China, who currently writes a weekly
column for the Brownwood Bulletin. Don
has two degrees, including a doctorate
in theology from Southwestern Baptist
Seminary in Fort Worth. I think Don
played trumpet with the 7th Infantry
Division band in Korea in 1946-47. I
first met him when he entered Howard
Payne in 1948 and was elected freshman
class representative to the student
council.
As editor of the Yellow Jacket that
fall (before I entered the army PIO
training program in December 1948), I
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served on the student council with him.
I did not meet his sister, however,
until 1951 when I came home from Korean
War duty. My late wife was student
assistant secretary to the late Dr.
Charles Stewart. It was Charley Stewart
who had persuaded me to leave college
and go into the “peacetime army” that
guaranteed me a 90-day internship on a
metropolitan daily. My wife said Charley
agonized over persuading me to enter
the army when the Korean War broke out
and I ended up in the middle of it.
But I digress. Back to brother-in-law
Don. He and his wife Nita received
distinguished service medals from Howard
Payne in 1996, the year that Howard
Payne also honored me as a distinguished
alum. Don and Nita were quite musical,
and Nita received a high award from
Baptist women in Texas for her musical
accomplishments. Anyhow, I think you
could get a 7th Division band story
from Don. With me, he might be more
evasive. Don also went to the African
nation of Zaire this past spring to
assist a missionary friend in an
evangelistic crusade there.
His contact info is:
Dr. Don C. Jones
2430 Woodside Drive
Grand Prairie, TX 75062
Tel:972/660-4658
eMail:<donitajones@sbcglobal.net>
Who knows, he might even like to join
the 7th Division Association.
What a fine contributing editor I am!
Dumping more work on you.
Best regards,
Joe Swan
P.S. You better develop some new writers
fast. I took a bad fall on the concrete
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yesterday and spent the day at Good
Samaritan Hospital emergency room
getting a sonogram of my head and Xrays of my hand and all the tender
loving care from nurses that I could
get at age 76. They bandaged my left
knee and left hand and my left cheekbone
that took the brunt of the fall. My
eyeglasses were smashed into the cheek.
After I left the hospital, my girlfriend
Celesta drove me straight to the optician
to get my glasses repaired. The left
side of my face, black and blue, looks
like I just returned wounded from the
battlefield.
Fortunately, I apparently suffered no
brain damage. Anyhow, I am laid up at
home for a few days, too scary looking
to go out in public, and sore as heck.
Obviously, I have plenty of time to
write long letters and eMail messages.
o O o O o O o O o O o
Dear Sir:
I received my copy of “The Hourglass”
(Summer 2006) and on page 14 there is a
letter by Mr. Tom O’Hara about his
father, asking about his regimental
crest.
The old crest of the 17th Inf. shows
the white cross of the 2nd Div. of the
5th Corps during the Civil War. It was
the only regular Army division in the
Army of the Potomac. The stonewall stands
for the wall at Fredericksburg and the
fortress represents the Army that fought
in the Philippines in 1905.
About the time the Korean War started,
the crest was changed. A buffalo was
added, representing the campaign by Gen.
Cook’s army; the 17th against the Sioux
Indians after Custer’s defeat.
Although I was in the Btry. B of the
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49th F.A. Bn., I was in an F.O. party
and spent almost all my time with F
Co., and G Co. of the l7th Inf. Regt.
I couldn’t find Mr. Stengel’s address
(don’t have a computer) so I hope you
will forward this to him for Mr. O’Hara.
Thank you,
Ken Strang
21 Oak Ter Apt. 5F
Somerville, N.J. 08876
o O o O o O o O o O o
Charles:
Page 14 of the last Hourglass has a
WWII picture of Richard O’Hara in
uniform. The question posed was what
are the unit crests on his lapels?
I’m 90% sure that those crests are the
old version of the 17th Infantry Regiment
distinctive unit insignia. Using a
magnifying glass I can make out 3 unique
symbols on a blue(?) shield. They are a
Maltese cross (V Corp badge of the Army
of the Potomac) and a white stone wall
(battle of Fredericksburg,VA) both for
Civil War service. The third symbol is
a 5 bastioned fort, symbol of the V
Corp in Cuba during the Spanish-American
War. There was a fourth campaign symbol
added to this crest during the Korean
War. It was a white buffalo. (Their
radio-telephone codename was “Buffalo”).
Hope this will be of interest to Tom
O’Hara and his family.
Rod Ramsey
(ex 32nd Inf. Regt., Korea 52-53
eMail: <wyoark@sbcglobal.net>
o O o O o O o O o O o
Sir:
I do care for the 7th I.D. I have four
7th Div. tattoos and my pickup truck’s
back window has a 7th I.D. insignia
from side to side, plus it is painted

N

We Get Letters (cont.)

L

The Hourglass

L

red with black trim.

Winter 2006

soldiers doing their duty as we did
ours. Even their wounded took part,
some without weapons. They were a
Japanese version of Custer’s Last Stand.
On future Memorial Days, let’s visualize
their monument as a mutual salute across
the years.

Former 7th Div. soldier Robert M. Hodge shows his
pride in the Bayonet Division with an insignia on the
back of his pickup truck.
P.S. I bought an original “Order of the
Bayonet Pin” in a small shop in the
village of Unchonee outside of Camp
Kaiser 1964-65. Also, I am trying to
find anyone that was stationed with me,
3rd Plt. Co. C, lst and 17th from 19641965. I drove an A.R. and I was on the
7th Div. boxing team. Our commanding
officer was Capt. Davis, First Sgt.
Fedco and squad leader, Sgt. Gilbert.
Thank you.
Robert M. Hodge
4052 Harrison Road
Kinston, AL 36453
o O o O o O o O o O o
Hi Dear Charlie,
I am writing this on Memorial Day (2006),
and the idea of a Japanese monument on
Attu’s Engineer Hill, as noted by Bill
Jones, makes me want to use it for a
Target of opportunity. I lost buddies
that night. But wait.
Suppose we had a monument in North Korea.
How would we feel about that?
In wartime, we have to hate the enemy
in order to kill them, but these wars
came to an end more than two generations
ago. Let us accept that the Japanese
who attacked Engineer Hill were gallant

Thank you for accepting the duties as
Editor. I am enclosing a check for $20,
which you can use where you think best.
Darwin Krystall
3112 S. Barry Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90066
Tel.:310/390-3726
Editor’s Note: Thanks for your compliments for my role as
Editor. The gift has been forwarded to our Treasurer, Doug
Halbert, for the general fund. Many thanks!
o O o O o O o O o O oCharlie,
I just read my Fall 2005 Hourglass. You
printed a portion of my memoirs,
evidently you took excerpts from it. It
makes it sound weird in some places.
Enclosed are the complete memoirs if
you’re interested.
Also I notice from the address bar on
my copy of the Hourglass that my dues
are a little overdue, and wanted you to
know I am sending them in as well.
Thanks.
I was going through my old footlocker
the other day and came across a carbon
copy of an after-action debriefing
report. Some of the last page was torn
off, but I believe it was only the
signature line. I am 99% sure this was
a debriefing of M/Sgt. Carl Johnson of
7th Div. G-3 (Opns).
I first met Lt. Col. Henry Hampton, (a
fine officer and soldier), when as a
l7-year-old kid I was assigned to his
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command (G-3) in Sendai, Japan in May
1950. We went in on the Inchon landing
in September 1950. I remember the morning
that this all happened. I got the colonel
a canteen cup of coffee before daybreak
and watched him put on his boots, not
knowing it was the last time I would
ever see him. My future wife was a
friend and schoolmate of his daughter
in the military school in Sendai at the
time.

and to think what we went through and
can still read and write about. The
troops in Iraq have roadside bombs. One
doesn’t know who the enemy is. I shudder
each time I hear an American soldier is
killed, but what must be, must be. I
suppose World War II did not have
roadside bombs.

I don’t know if this is the type of
story you are looking for in the
“Hourglass” newsletter, but thought I
would send it along. I don’t know if
this has ever been told outside of
official military history records or
not. It is the on-site account of the
death of a very good soldier in “The
Forgotten War.”

On your Final Taps the names of Bud
Sester (Dec. 2005), Harry Moore (Jan.
2005), Henry Myslenski (March 2006),
all war buddies of Co. H, l7th Infantry,
can be listed.
Woodrow G. Arndt
5392 Newcastle Ave. Apt. 26
Encino, CA 91316-3055
o O o O o O o O o O o

Also, I am enclosing a copy of the
front page of “Stars and Stripes” of
Sept. 1950. The guy in the picture is
the colonel’s driver (Arnett) who was
the one creased in the scalp by enemy
fire. Note that the bullet tore a snag
out of his steel helmet.

To: Mr. Woodrow G. Arndt
5292 Newcastle Ave., Apt. 26
Encino, CA 91316-3055

I always look forward to receiving the
“Hourglass” newsletter.
Robert L. (Bob) Tate
Ex S/Sgt. 7th Inf. Div., Japan-Korea,
May 1959 to Oct. 1952
eMail: <sweettater33@msn.com>
Note: Bob’s memoir “From Inchon to the Chosin Reservoir”
can be found beginning on Page 20.
o O o O o O o O o O o
Hello Doug,
I received the 7th Infantry Division
newsletter a few days ago. That prompted
me to write you a letter. I enjoyed
each page to my heart’s content. The
Letter brought back so many memories,

Page 6

I received a letter from President Gene
Peeples thanking me for my book donation.

Woody:
I learned today that you very generously
donated the following items to the 7th
Infantry Division Association archival
library.
1.1974 Association Yearbook, Heavy Paper
Bound,104 pages
2.1977 Association Yearbook,Hardbound,
133 pages
3.1981 Association Yearbook,Hardbound,
126 pages
4.1985 10th Reunion Fort Ord, California,
Hardbound,146 pages
5.1991 7th Division History Book, First
Edition, Hardbound, 128 pages
May I, on behalf of our entire
membership, offer our immeasurable
appreciation for your generosity! You
can be assured that these books will be

N
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We Get Letters (cont.)

well taken care of by our Historian and
Executive Secretary, John H. Stengel.
The books will make a great contribution
to our library. It is our intention to
bring all the library items to our next
reunion so those in attendance can review
the history of the organization. Also,
Doug Halbert will be scanning all the
books so there is an electronic record
that can be viewed for many years to
come.
Again, thank you for sharing these
important documents of our history with
the Association.
Sincerely,
F. E. (Gene) Peeples
President
o O o O o O o O o O o

“The Hourglass” Staff
President: .................... F.E. (Gene) Peeples
Executive Secretary: .. John H. (Casey) Stengel
Treasurer: ................... Doug Halbert
Quartermaster: ........... Robert C. Hoxsie
Publisher: .................... Frank S. Wadge
Editor: .......................... Charles R. (Charlie) Richardson
Associate Editors: ....... Joe Bryant, Joe B. Swan and Ken
Sleight
Special Assistance: ..... Joel Nail, retired Abilene
computer programmer
Winter Issue - Aug. 31
Summer Issue - March 31.
Contributions are invited from any 7th Inf. Div. Assn. member.
eMail submission is preferred and should be sent to
<karin_charles@sbcglobal.net>. Hard copy submissions should
be mailed to:
The Hourglass Editor, 1465 Clinton St., Abilene, TX 79603.

7IDA Reference Library
This is the material I have on hand at the present time. It will
be made available at the next reunion.
History of the 7th Infantry Division in World war II
Edmund G. Love 1988
Hard Cover
Bayonet; A History of the 7th Infantry Division
With a letter from L.L. Lemnitzer MG, USA, Commanding
E.D. Carroll Captain, Historian Soft Cover
Images of America Fort Ord
Harold E. Raugh, Jr 2004

Soft Cover

7th Infantry Division History
Bruce Gardner
1991

Hard Cover

National Geographic Magazine
Military Information and Crest
June & December 1943
Map Of Europe and the Near East
1943
Insignia and Decorations of the Armed Forces
December 1944
Soft Cover
The Hour Glass
Sunday Edition
January 13, June 9, September 22 1946
John H. Stengel
Exec. Sec. /Historian 7th IDA

Copy Deadlines:

Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope if you wish
your material to be returned to you.

Clarification & Correction
Some photos of the 7th IDA 2005 Reunion in the Summer 2006
issue were incorrectly credited. Also included were photos from
Richard E. Hazelmyer in addition to John (Casey) Stengel.
The Editor

Membership Status
7th IDA Dues Status as of 9/30/06
Paid to
2007
2009
2011
2013
2015
2017
2027
Associates
Courtesy
Honorary

N

1,117
116
22
1
8
1
1
63
3
3

Processed 4/1/06 – 9/30/06
New Members added
38
New Associates added
4
Renewals processed
243
Total Membership = 1,335
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Item Company’s Halloween
Night Probe, Oct. 1952
(Kumgongni, Korea)
By Rodney D. Ramsey
After Item Company, 32nd Infantry Regiment and the rest of
the 7th Division pulled off Triangle-Jane Russell Hills in late
October 1952, we were given a brief rest of one or two days,
then it was right back to the line. We returned to the MLR (Main
Line of Resistance) northwest of Kumwha. Here we integrated
new replacements, got resupplied with the things we had lost in
combat and engaged in building fortifications. We dug trenches
and built bunkers on the low hills overlooking the MLR, which
here coincided with the railroad bed of the defunct Chorwon to
Kumwha electric railroad. (This area was immediately south of
the Outpost Line of Resistance (OPLR), which we had occupied
prior to moving up to Triangle Hill on October 20th.
To the best of my recollection, Item’s CP and bivouac was
located in a defilade area on the site of the former village of
Ugudong, about 4.4 miles northwest of Kumwha. First Lt. Bill
Parker, who had just joined us, was CO. Rod Shaw had the
1st Platoon. I had the 2nd, and Jim Cooper led the 3rd. Dave
Branch was our first sergeant, and Gant Carlton was Company
XO. Having been given our orders, we immediately began
improving the shallow trenches and building small fighting bunkers
with logs and sandbags on the hills overlooking the MLR.
About the 3rd or 4th day that we were at Ugudong Bill Parker
called me into the CP to tell me to begin planning for a 24 hour
recon patrol to go north through our lines into no- man’s land
near a village called Kumgongni. This was an area actively
patrolled by both our side and the Chinese. The patrol was to
go out at night, stay all day in a hidden position and observe all
enemy activity on the hills east of Kumgongni, then return the
next night. The plan was for me to lead a small recon group into
the area between the lines to observe the area of Ant Hill and
Hill 454. This was in preparation for a possible attack on Ant
Hill to relieve pressure on the ROK 2nd Division then under
heavy attack by the Chinese 45th Division on Triangle Hill. (The
2nd Division had relieved us there on October 25th.)
The burden of leading this impending patrol was heavy, and I
faced the ordeal with a good deal of dread. However, before
the patrol date arrived a new plan came down from battalion.
This involved all of Item Company in a night raid on Ant Hill on
the night of 31 October/1 November. This new order took a lot
of pressure off me, because the whole Company was to be
involved. If we got into trouble I believed we would have plenty
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of backup firepower to handle the situation.
The Company having eaten a hot meal and drawn ammunition
and grenades assembled as darkness fell the evening of the 31st.
We formed in a column of platoons and boarded the trucks for
the movement to our jump off point on the MLR. After a short
motor march of about 3 miles we dismounted, formed up, and
marched north to and through the outpost line which extended
across the valley floor just north of the MLR. We followed a
patrol path through our wire and minefields moving in a northnortheast direction into no-man’s land. This route took us past
the west side of the abandoned village of Kumgongni in an
approach that led through rice paddies to the northwest flank of
Ant Hill. The plan was to attack the hill in a column of platoons
(1st, 2nd, and 3rd) along the finger ridge, which led to the crest
of the hill from the northwest. The night was clear, the stars shining
brightly; the moon had not yet risen.
My platoon, the 2nd, followed Rod Shaw’s 1st Platoon as we
turned right off the valley floor and began to climb the approach
finger some 500 yards north of Kumgongni. All of us were heavily
loaded with weapons and extra ammunition, and the steep slope
slowed us to a crawl. I walked with my lead squad as we labored
up the hill toward the crest where the Chinese trenches were.
We had only climbed for some 10 minutes when suddenly to
our right front and higher on the crest of the finger, a machine
gun opened fire on us. I saw its muzzle flash as the gunner fired
a series of short bursts sweeping the finger. Bullets impacted
among my lead squad, and the rifleman to my immediate front,
Finney Mitchell, went down. As he fell he gasped, “I’m hit.”
We all turned to our right to face the machine gun and hit the
ground. Simultaneously I heard a loud “whack” against the front
of my helmet. I assumed that it was a rock flung into the air by a
round.
The Chinese gunner had stopped firing when I suddenly felt warm
blood running freely down the right side of my face. I realized
then that the machine gun fire had also hit me. I called quietly to
my Platoon Sergeant, Joe Devereaux. When he joined me I
told him to take over for me while one of my men put a field
dressing on my head to stop the bleeding. When it was in place
I replaced my helmet and resumed command. In the meantime,
our medic was tending to Pvt. Mitchell. However, there was
nothing to be done, since he had been fatally shot through the
chest and was dead.
So far, we had not returned fire, not wanting to reveal our
positions. Within moments a messenger from the C.O., Bill
Parker, gave me the order to move my platoon forward across
the west flank of the hill and to prepare to assault the machine
gun position. I moved the platoon forward, and we formed an

N

L

The Hourglass

L

assault line of two squads facing uphill. While we knelt and
crouched along the hillside waiting for the order to attack, I could
hear Chinese voices just above us as they prepared for our attack.
After what seemed like a very long wait the order by messenger
arrived. It was “Pull back. We’re moving back to the MLR.”
We all felt a big surge of relief, as we picked up our casualties
and moved quietly off the hill retracing our route to our outpost
position. The Chinese let us withdraw without further firing. During
the course of the time that we were in contact they had fired
some mortar rounds into the rear of our column, but as we
withdrew the mortar remained silent.
It was during this withdrawal across the valley floor that Pfc.
Ford Briggs, one of my squad leaders stepped off the trail along
the paddy dike and was severely wounded by an anti-personnel
mine. We pulled him back onto the path, organized a carrying
party and brought him in with us. I boarded an ambulance behind
the outpost and rode back to the Battalion Aid Station with
Briggs. The surgeon immediately began work on him in an
attempt to save him, but he later died. At the Aid Station I turned
in my weapon, then the surgeon examined and rebandaged my
head wound, while one of the medics attached a casualty tag to
me. They then put me on a second ambulance to transport me
to the division clearing company several miles behind the lines.
By the time I arrived at the clearing station was checked in and
received something hot to drink it was after 1:00 am.
Since my wound was not critical I was among the last to be
treated. But finally, the surgeon cleaned my scalp wound then
sutured and bandaged it, after which the medics showed me a
vacant cot and gave me a blanket. After giving fervent thanks to
God for sparing me, I was soon fast asleep. Within a day I was
back at Item Company building bunkers near Ugudong.
Recollections of Bill Parker, Gant Carlton, and Harry Riggs all
give different perspective to this night action. Bill recalls that
(from his command group location in the middle of the column)
after the action started a second machine gun started firing. It
was located in a little draw to his left front. He fired back at this
gun, emptying his carbine clip. The machine gun ceased firing.
He states, “We were pretty well pinned down until the order
from Battalion to withdraw. We came back in through the
minefield, and Briggs was wounded when he stepped off the
path. He later died.” He recalls that after the Company had
reached the MLR a headcount showed that two bodies were
still in the valley beyond our outpost. He was ordered by LTC
Tim Brown to recover them. He continues, “Dave Branch and
I took Jim Cooper and the 3rd Platoon and went back out
to get the bodies. I thought that we would have to shoot our
way back up there to get the bodies. Dave Branch told me
later that he thought the Chinese would let us retrieve the
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bodies without resuming the fight. That is just the way it
turned out. There was not a peep out of the Chinese, and we
brought the bodies back in. Branch said that he knew of
other incidents where the Chinese knew that we were there
only to retrieve bodies and they let us do so.” Bill states that
Item Company’s casualties for this night action were 6 killed
and 19 wounded. He concludes, “Rod, I have gone over this
in my mind a thousand times since that night. If we had
made a try to rush the hill, could we have made it?”
Gant Carlton and I talked several times before his death of this
night action. Gant as the XO was assigned to accompany the
Commo Section toward the rear of the column. He told me that
after the Chinese machine guns started firing, he and the commo
men were halted in a shallow draw awaiting orders. When none
came, he moved forward to contact Bill Parker. He had no sooner
moved out of the draw about 50 yards than one or more mortar
round hit in the middle of the Commo Section killing 3 men
outright. He returned to the MLR unscathed when the Company
withdrew.
Harry Riggs recalled that he had just joined Item Company as a
new replacement rifleman when we got orders to probe AntHill.
He had not yet been assigned to a platoon, and therefore was
given the task of carrying ammunition at the rear of the column,
just behind the Commo Section. He clearly recalls the mortar
attack, which killed the 3 commo men.
My perforated helmet, liner and field cap remained in my kit
until the Regiment was moved back to Kapyong to Corps
Reserve just before Thanksgiving. I tossed the helmet and liner
in a trash pit and drew a new one in early December after having
Gant Carlton photograph it thoroughly. By then we were both
assigned to Hq. Co., 3rd Battalion.
Like Bill Parker, I have replayed memories of that Halloween
night in my mind a thousand times. I have asked myself why I
was spared, while a 17-year-old boy was killed right next to me
and, I received only a scratch. Was it God’s providence at work?
I tend to believe so. I also believe that this experience
strengthened my faith and that my spiritual growth began that
dark night in Korea. I have to admit that prior to that night, in
fact all through the time that I was with Item Company in the
combat zone, my prayers were a daily necessity. I strongly believe
that they were answered that night when Death stood next to
me and passed by.
Rodney D. Ramsey
Ex 2nd Lt. Infantry, I Company, 32nd Infantry Regt.,
US Army Serial No. 064761
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Chaplain’s Corner
Patience IS A Virtue
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone
who asks receives; and he who seeks finds; and to him who
knocks, the door will be opened.” NIV (Matthew 7:7,8)
How many of you know what a marigold is? It’s a type of flower
found in the Midwest. When I was a minister in Kentucky I
used to grow marigolds for the fun of it. I was told marigolds
kept skunks away. Marigolds do put out a distinctive smell and
because our house bordered a horse farm it made sense to me.
But I still wonder to this day if my church members were playing
a joke on me when they said marigolds kept skunks away.
For years marigolds only bloomed in two colors: orange and
yellow. However, the president of a large seed company wanted
to develop a white marigold. That was quite a wish. How could
anyone go about getting a white marigold when seeds were only
available for orange and yellow? What he did was offer a prize
to all gardeners throughout the country to try and develop a
white marigold blossom.
A woman in Iowa thought it would be interesting to try to develop
the first white marigold. Do you know how she went about it?
First she planted seeds from yellow marigolds. When they
bloomed she studied the blossoms and tied a string around the
blossom stems that were lightest in color. When these blossoms
withered, she saved the seeds. The next spring she planted only
these seeds. Though the next year the marigolds were still yellow,
some of them were a lighter color of yellow. The woman marked
the lightest of these blossoms with a string, saved seed from
them and planted those seeds the following spring. She repeated
this process year after year.
Do you know how many years she did this? Twenty years! I
think a lot of people would have given up after one or two years,
maybe even three or four years. I know I would have. But this
woman kept trying for a white marigold for twenty years and at
last developed one.
Most of us are aware that the Bible tells us to seek and we will
find, knock and the door will be opened to us. But many times
we expect this to happen immediately. It reminds me of the prayer
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I once heard on patience; “God, give me patience and give it
to me now!” Haven’t we all wanted something very badly?
Maybe we prayed for it, but still did not receive it. If that has
happened to you, I hope you will remember two things: One,
the Bible doesn’t say when you’ll find what you seek or when
the door will be opened to your knock. Two, the Bible does say
if you keep seeking you will find what you are looking for and if
you keep knocking a door will open.
Many times we give up seeking and knocking too soon. We
expect things to come too easily. If you have ever felt disappointed
in your efforts to achieve something, I hope you will remember
the story of the white marigold and the woman who kept seeking
and knocking for twenty long years.
Commentary by Chaplain (LTC) Carl Rau
Division West Chaplain

S
This just in... STOP PRES
Terremoto in Paradise

The following is from Doug Halbert, our Treasurer and
Roster Manager who lives in Hawaii, in response to a
message from Editor Charlie Richardson after the
recent earthquakes in Hawaii.
Charlie:
Thanks for asking. Here is a copy of what I sent out after the
power came back.
We finally got our power back up at 12:30 p.m. It was
probably one of the more severe earthquakes I have experienced
in my lifetime. I could hear it approaching, a distant rumble
growing louder, and then the house just started shaking and
swaying.
I called to Kay, who was in the kitchen, “here comes a real
earthquake,” and boy did it shake – about 50 seconds – which
is a long time for an earthquake. Then about 20 minutes later we
had 5.5 shake. Then, about 10 minutes later a 3.5 shake. There
have been more, but we could not feel them. We had a couple
of things fall from shelves but nothing broke. The pictures are all
askew.
The Big Island had quite a bit of damage, e.g. retaining walls
and bluffs collapsing. The stores are a mess because everything
came off the shelves. I don’t know about Maui because the
communication completely broke down. The best thing to do
Continued on Page 26
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The Quartermaster’s Store
www.7id.us

Caps
The official “bill cap” for the
Association. They come in red,
white or black with the “Hourglass”
logo on the front and one size fits
all. Please specify the color you want.
$11.00 each

Small Bolo Tie
Specify Silver or Gold end caps.
$12.00 each.

7th IDA Tie Bar
$9.00 each

Lapel Pin
$3.50 each

Crests
$7.00 each

Auto Decals
17th Infantry
Regiment

31st Infantry
Regiment

4½" diameter
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00
2¾” diameter
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00

32nd Infantry
Regiment

Souvenir Brass Coin

7th IDA Key Ring

7th Inf. Div. (Light), 1980’s & 90’s, 1½" diameter.
Illustration below shows the obverse and the reverse.
$3.00 each

$8.00 each

Dog Tag Key Ring
Brass Dog Tag Key Ring
$8.00 each
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Military Black Belt

Distinctive Unit Crests

Black belt with brass
military 7th Inf. Div. belt
buckle.
$14.00 each

One is worn on each side
on the lapel.
$3.50 each

Dress Hourglass Patch
Black & Red
$4.00 each, 2 for $7.00

Hat Pins
$3.50 each

Tee Shirts

7th IDA Cloth Patch

With Logo (S, M, L, XL or
XXL)
$12.00

$3.00 each

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each

Bumper Sticker

The cost of packing and shipping is included in the price.
Be sure to state any color choices and sizes in your
order. Make your check for the total cost of all items
payable to:
“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:
7th Infantry Division Association
Robert Hoxsie, Quartermaster
30 Mapleview Drive
Cranston, RI 02920-3110
Phone (401) 946-9967

$3.00 each

NOTE: All profits from the Quartermaster’s Store
go into the Association Treasury and are used for
the betterment of the Association.
Page 12
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Seekers Page
Dear Sir:
I am looking for anyone who served in Korea in 1951 to 1953
with the 7th Infantry Division’s 32nd Regiment, 2nd Battation,
Co. H. I would especially like to find a black soldier who gave
me a victory cross. It was written up in the company paper,
stating when asked to reply to my name, I said “Friesenhaln”.
He said, “Not a weather report? Your name?”
Please let me hear from anyone.
Sincerely,
Milton Friesenhalm
3636 S. Ranch Dr.
Ponca City, OK 74601
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
Good evening, Mr. Richardson
I am an amateur historian in Kitsap County, Washington. I am in
the process of compiling a database of Kitsap County (and
eventually all of Washington) residents who lost their lives in
times of war.
I am hoping you can provide me some information on Sergeant
Halbert E. Gorman (393 80 111). I know he was killed on
Attu, and that is all I know. I believe he was with the 7th Infantry
Division, possibly the 4th Infantry Regiment. These are just
educated guesses on my behalf. I would appreciate any help
you could give me. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Bill Asher
6382 NW Aileron Court
Silverdale, WA 98383
360/337-2521
eMail: <basher82@wavecable.com>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
Dear Friends,
Was so pleased to find your magazine. I am the widow of
Bernard Moravits. I remarried when he passed away at 43.
My second husband has been gone for six years and I am now
trying to get the memories of their father together. I have all his
letters and three albums of pictures from his duty on Triangle
Hill. I would like to get the name of the first battle and also be
able to purchase the medals if I can get some help.

me. When he came home he only talked about the war to me
twice. He was a great soldier and father to five. How can I side
step the unremarried law? He took his basic in Hawaii. Please
help if you can.
With respect,
Darlene Mueller
10347 Humphrey Rd.
Praire Du Chien, WI 53821
Editor’s Note: Mrs. Mueller has provided a copy of a letter
from the National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, MO,
that says that Army regulations state that awards authorized
to a former service member may be issued to the next-ofkin in the following order: unremarried widow, eldest child,
father, mother, eldest sibling or eldest grandchild. Doug
Halbert, our efficient Roster Manager, has written to her,
suggesting several avenues of approach, including
purchasing decorations that Bernard was entitled to from a
commercial vendor. The badges of the Order of the Bayonet
and the 32nd Infantry Regiment, of which he was part, may
be purchased from our Quartermaster.
Bernard of Woodman, Wis., was a staff sergeant cook in
the Service Company, 32nd Regiment, 7th Div. He was
awarded the Combat Infantryman Badge, the Korean
Service Ribbon and the United Nations Service Medal. A
news story indicates that Moravits, a private first class at
the time, carried ammunition and supplies to the front line
foxholes and bunkers during a long battle at Triangle Hill.

<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
Dear Mr. Peeples,
I’m hoping that you might be able to help me locate anyone who
recalls my father, Captain Edmund Condon Roberts, killed in
Korea on January 3, 1950. A member of the 7th Infantry
Division in Korea, he had also served in WWII in the 106
Division, was captured at the Battle of the Bulge, and later
escaped from a German prison camp. I am preparing to write
about him and hoping to come to know him through the comments
of others; I was only eight months old when he died.
Thank you so much,
M. Virginia “Ginger” Brackett
eMail: <gingerbrackett@hotmail.com>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

I would also appreciate hearing from anyone that could help
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President’s Message, continued from Page 1
Division will be deactivated in August 2006. One of the reasons
John and I were not able to get any satisfactory answers from
the lower levels at Fort Carson while we were there earlier in
the week was that the plans had not yet been announced. June
30th was the announcement date. Unfortunately, I must report
that there appears to be no possibility of reversing this decision.
The Department of the Army seems to be unwilling to discuss
the matter. Inquiries to Congressmen and Senators have
produced nothing but “the decision has been made” responses.
After consulting with others, it was decided that there was no
compelling reason to hold our reunion in Colorado Springs. The
7th Division will not be there. We just held a reunion there in
1997. The original vote for reunion location at the Atlanta general
session was for the Greater Cincinnati, OH/Covington, KY area.
Having made that decision, I immediately sent a certified letter
to the DoubleTree requesting that the contract that they had not
yet signed, not be signed. We no longer wished to hold our
reunion at their facility.
Much to my surprise, I received a phone call from the Sales
Manager at the DoubleTree on July 3rd advising me that my
letter had been received and the hotel would not release the
Association from the contract I signed. I was informed that the
Association would have to pay a cancellation penalty of
$19, 851.00. The issue was not open to negotiation.
Yes, that is what the contract said ,but when I signed it I had no
expectation that we would cancel the event. I told them that we
would see them in court! Doug Halbert wrote to the CEO of
Hilton Hotels outlining the problem and requesting release from
the contract. Doug Halbert asked Gen. Mixon to put whatever
pressure he could on the DoubleTree to get them to release the
association from the contract. We have no idea what action may
have solved the problem but I am pleased to report that I received
a phone call from the DoubleTree the second week in July
advising me that the association will not be held to the contract.
In late July, I journeyed to Cincinnati, OH/Covington, KY to
survey the facilities available. I am pleased to report that the
Greater Cincinnati Convention & Visitors Bureau (which
includes the Covington, KY area) is excited to have us there. I
made arrangements with the Drawbridge Inn in Fort Mitchell,
KY to be our headquarters hotel for the 21st reunion of the
Association. With this “Central America” location, I hope that
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we will have the best attendance ever.

Please refer to the registration and agenda on pages 30-33 in
this issue of The Hourglass to learn all about the reunion. This
will be your only opportunity to pre-register for the reunion. The
summer 2007 edition of The Hourglass will arrive too late for it
to contain any reunion information. I encourage you to register
early. It is Association policy to return all registration deposits
should you not be able to attend the reunion, as long as you
notify the Treasurer of your cancellation by no later than June
18, 2007. You cannot lose any money by registering early and
your early registration will be a BIG help to us.
And, finally, the By Laws of our organization allow me to serve
a second term as President. May I say to all, if you want me to
serve - and the Officers and Governors of the Association
contribute their efforts to support our activities, I will be willing
to serve another 4-year term.
See you in Fort Mitchell!
Your President,

Gene Peeples

Precision!
Anyone that loves photography will appreciate the precision of
this great photo.
The jets are
probably
moving
at
around 400
mph and you
have to be just
right to get the
shot at that
instant.
It’s an Air Force training squadron flying in a never-done-before
“USA” formation over the “Taj Mahal” control tower (HQ
building) of Randolph Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas.
That is a very hard formation to stay at as the ones in the “S” are
just a little graduated degree behind the next one and need to
stay that way to maintain the formation. Awesome!
Contributed by Joe Bryant, Associate Editor
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More Reunion 2005 Memories

7th ID Assn. President Gene Peeples

Maj. Gen. Mixon in Atlanta

Doug Halbert, 7th IDA’s Treasurer and Roster
Manager visits with non-commissioned officer aide to
Gen. Mixon.

Business session at Atlanta.

Maj. Gen. Mixon and Dennis Camp, 1st Vice President
of 7th ID Assn.

Visitation session.
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Bob Eck’s Photo Album

Left to right are Bert Megriff, Bob Eck of Tucson, AZ,
who provided the pictures, and Virgil Lewis, with Korean
children at Inchon during occupation following Japan’s
surrender to end World War II.

Inchon, Korea during occupation following World War II.

My name is Robert C. Eck. I served in
the 7th Division as a BAR man in “L”
Company, 32nd Infantry Regiment on
the Okinawa campaign. When the Japanese
surrendered, I transferred to the 32nd
motor pool and left Okinawa with the
Division to Korea as occupation troops. I
was assigned to Beach Detail at Inchon,
Korea unloading Division equipment as it
came off the ships.

A greeting provided by
7th Div. for troops in
Korea following the end
of World War II to send
to families back in the
USA.

7834 W. Scout Rd., Tucson, AZ.

Korean funeral an Chunchon, Korea.

Page 16

Laundry day for women at Chunchon, Korea during
occcupation days following World War II.
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The Life and Times of Gene C. Richards
Gene C. Richards, born Sept. 13, 1929 in Nolan County, Texas, was the fifth
of 10 siblings (twin brother, Jack, was #4). He was a Veteran of the Korean
Conflict serving with the 7th Infantry Division as a forward observer and an
air observer, He grew up during the Depression on rural farms in west Texas
and graduated from high school in 1947 in Hermleigh.
He worked in the oil fields of west Texas and had just gotten married to Joyce
four days earlier when he was inducted into the Army on Jan. 12, 1951. Gene
took infantry basic at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, then artillery training at Fort
Sill, Oklahoma. Shortly before finishing advanced basic, he learned that he was
eligible for OCS. He applied and was sent back to Chaffee for Leadership
School, a prerequisite for OCS at the that time.
After surviving Leadership School Gene returned to Fort Sill to begin OCS on
Oct. 17, 1951. Six months later, his K-Battery finished the course with 74
proud graduates and Gene landed at Pusan, Korea on Oct. 18, 1952. His first
assignment with the 7th Infantry Division was with Love Co., 31st Regt. as a
forward observer, and then with Division Air Section as an air observer. Gene
logged 219 missions and rotated out of Korea on July 24, 1953, just three days
before “The Truce” was signed.
He spent the last two months of active duty back at Fort Sill and was released
on Oct. 31, 1953. The combat veteran moved to Austin, Texas and began a
four-year course in the College of Engineering at the University of Texas, Austin,
receiving his BS in Electrical Engineering in January 1958. He moved to the
Fort Worth area to begin a career with Texas Utilities Electric Co. that would
last 34 years, retiring in April 1992 with “no regrets.”

Lt. James Foster, pilot, right, and lst Lt.
Gene C. Richards, (third from left) had just
flown a milestone mission for the 7th Div.—
the 20,000th since the unit was formed in
World War II. Maj. George E. Handley Jr.,
commander of the Buzz Air Strip, 7th Div.
(left) and Maj. Gen. Arthur G. Trudeau, Div.
commander, were on hand to greet and
congratulate the pair.

Gene’s first wife, Joyce, passed away at age 38 in 1971. He married his 2nd
wife, Martha, in 1973. The Lord called Martha in 1992. Gene met his current
wife, Judy, at the First United Methodist Church of Keller, Texas subsequent to
Martha’s passing. Gene & Judy were married in 1998. They report, “We love
our church, our pastor and its members.”
He attends meetings of the Walton H. Walker chapter of the Korean War
Veterans Association and is also a regular attendee at the Veterans
Homecoming in Branson, Missouri. “I feel that OCS was a key turning point
in my life,” he says. “The conditioning we received contributed greatly to
my accomplishments and the success I received throughout my working
life. I thank God for the life He has given me, and that I was fortunate to
have landed in Fort Still OCS and shared that experience with the guys of
Class #11-52. The past 10 years of renewing old friendships and the
fellowship at the Class 11 reunions have been a true blessing. I thank the
Lord for our many blessings, and for my life.”

Lt. James Foster, pilot and lst Lt. Gene
C. Richards. This photo was originally
published in the Stars and Stripes, with the
caption, “They Flew the Big One.”
Both photos were taken on June 6, 1953,
just 51 days before the truce was signed in
Korea, by Pvt. J. Andujar, an Army
photographer of the 7th Sig. Co., 7th ID..

Gene C. Richards mailing address is:
617 Overland Trail, Southlake, TX 79602-5601.
Tel: 817/431-9409
eMail: <ocsgene@verizon.net>
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From your
Treasurer/Roster Manager

Treasurer’s Report
Financial Reports for Winter 2006 Hourglass
OPERATING STATEMENT
April 1, 2006 — September 30, 2006
INCOME
Donations Received
Dues Income

$963.14
$6,500.00

Interest Income

$751.67

Quartermaster Sales

$1,343.72

TOTAL INCOME

$9,568.43

EXPENSES
Computer

$158.05

Hourglass (Winter 2006)

Winter 2006

$4,731.49

Merchandise Inventory

$592.73

Office Expenses

$235.72

Postage

$574.59

Reunion 2007

$1,544.92

TOTAL EXPENSES

$7,837.50

BALANCE SHEET
September 30, 2006
ASSETS

These six months has been full of things to do. In the area of
finances, I have started a program of placing our reserve funds
in FDIC insured money market accounts and certificates of
deposit. The money market account is currently yielding 4.85%
and the 12-month CD’s are yielding from 5.13% to 5.51%,
depending on when they were purchased. The CD’s are being
“laddered” by purchasing a $2,000.00 12-month CD each month.
By next May we will have 12-$2,000.00 CD’s with one
maturing each month. At that time, a decision can be made to
roll the CD over for another 12 months or the funds returned to
the money market account, should the funds be needed.
We have a number of members who have paid their dues in
advance. Accounting procedures have been developed to isolate
those funds so they are always identifiable. Presently we have
116 members paid through 2009, 22 paid through 2011, 1 paid
through 2013, 8 paid through 2015, 1 paid through 2017 and 1
paid through 2027. The individual value of a dues payment in
advance for 2007-09 with accumulated interest is $21.83 – and
that includes some advance payments that were made when the
dues were $15.00. An administrative policy has been developed
to allow for the return, with interest, of any unearned dues should
the family of a deceased member request same. This system is
for those of you who wish to avoid the problem of having to
remember when to pay your dues. You are welcome to pay
several dues cycles in advance with no worry about your advance
payments becoming lost. I will be recommending to the Board
of Governors at the reunion that members paying dues in
advance will be exempted from future dues increases.

Cash and Bank Accounts
7th IDA Checking

$41,886.40

In compliance with instructions of the Board of Governors, the
roster has been purged of members that were over one year
delinquent with their dues. On July 3rd post cards were sent to
372 members who had not paid their 2005-2007 dues. Post
cards were used because they are first class mail at a lower rate
and the Post Office will forward them and/or return them if they
cannot be delivered. The bad news is that we learned of the
death of 17 members and we have heard nothing from 221
members. The good news is that a total of 134 members
responded with dues payments. Interestingly, the most common
reason for being late was, “I did not look at the Hourglass
label.” The bottom line is that a total of 221 members have

$41,891.08

Continued next page

$3,744.86

Certificates of Deposit

$10,089.02

Money Market

$27,757.20

Petty Cash
TOTAL ASSETS

$300.00
$41,891.08

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities (Pending Reimbursements)
Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY
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“From your Treasurer” cont. from previous page.

Helping soldiers cope with war

been placed on the “missing and not in good standing list.” They
are still on the roster but will no longer receive any communication
from the Association. If you hear from one of your buddies that
he has not received his Hourglass, ask him to look at his
membership card to determine if his dues are paid up.

By Ken Camp

Our President and Executive Secretary did a great job getting
things organized for the reunion next June. You will find all the
information you need to make a decision about attending the
reunion at Fort Mitchell, KY in this edition of The Hourglass.
You are encouraged to make your hotel arrangements and register
early. You should deal directly with the Drawbridge Inn for your
accommodations. Your registration form with meal and tour
selections should be completed and sent to me along with your
payment of all fees and your 2007-2009 dues as early as possible.
It is most helpful if you register and pay early. You are assured
that if something comes up and you are unable to attend, you
will receive a full refund as long as you cancel before June 13,
2007.

“I have found that pastoral care here is oftentimes more like
triage, as compared to that in the church. There are times
when you experience the traumatic in the church, but I am
inundated with it here,” said Moffitt, pastor of St. John’s Baptist
Church in Virginia Beach, Va., who has served since last
November as troop chaplain with the 463rd Engineer Combat
Battalion north of Baghdad.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the 2007
Reunion.
Doug Halbert
Treasurer & Roster Manager

“It is triage, helping these guys so they can continue to
function in a combat setting. In the local church, for the
most part, it is systematic growth with some trauma thrown
in; here, it is mostly trauma that I am dealing with.”

“Red, White, Black & Blue”
Premiere
7th Division Association member Bill Jones, a retired National
Guard major, along with friend and fellow veteran Andy Petrus
recently attended the world premiere of “Red, White, Black &
Blue” at the Independent Film Festival of Boston. The featurelength film focuses on the Attu battle with the Japanese during
World War II, and Jones has been leading a one-man campaign
to remove a six-ton, 19 foot-tall Japanese memorial on Attu. He
was quoted in an article in the Orlando Sentinel as being “thrilled
to death” at being invited to preview the film.
Jones calls the the Japanese memorial “a disgrace” to the memory
of the 579 U.S. soldiers who lost their lives in the battles. He
has lobbied both Alaskan and Federal officials to remove the
memorial. The Japanese invaded Attu, the last of 120 islands in
the Aleutian chain west of Alaska, in June 1942, but few
Americans even knew that it had been captured. It was the only
American territory held by a foreign power since English troops
burned Washington during the War of 1812.

NORTHERN IRAQ (ABP)
In Iraq, Army Chaplain Joe Moffitt sees himself as a spiritual
medic who offers healing to souls in trauma.

“The decisions these soldiers make on a day-to-day basis
can get themselves or someone else killed or hurt. They deal
with death and the possibility of it. They are separated from
their families. And when their families are hurting, most
often, there is nothing these guys can do about it.

Moffitt offers no easy answers. Rather, he offers to join the
soldiers on the journey of discovering God in the middle of tough
times. “In a dry and weary land where there is no water, I try
to help them find water. I give them permission to say what
they feel. I help them articulate their thoughts,” he said.
“Together, we look for God in the midst of the pain, and
God is never far way.”
Moffitt, a graduate of Wayland Baptist University in Plainview,
Texas, and Baptist Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va.,
believes the common thread running through pastoral care,
whether in a church in the United States or a military unit in Iraq,
is building relationships. “If you have a good relationship, if
they know that you care about them and love them, they
respond,” he said.
Deep relationships with soldiers that can lead to meaningful
spiritual discussions grow out of common experiences, said
Moffitt, a Cooperative Baptist Fellowship-endorsed chaplain
Continued on Page 23
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From Inchon to the Chosin
Reservoir
By Robert Tate
Robert Tate was in G-3 Operations, 7th Infantry Division,
Korea 1950-1951.

Winter 2006

caught in the Chosin Reservoir and suffered tremendous casualties
and unspeakable hardships. I thank God for not being caught in
that part of Hell. We barely made it out before they cut it off and
closed the trap.

If I remember correctly (it’s been over 50 years), our Assistant
Division
Commander,
Brigadier General Hodes,
put together a tank task force
and broke through at Hagaruri to get some of the troops out.
Just a couple days ago (after
54 years) not very far from my
hometown, they buried the
remains of a member of the 7th
Infantry Division whose body
was recently found in a shallow
grave at the Chosin Reservoir.
Robert Tate, Then and Now.

I was just 17 years old,
stationed in Sendai, Japan,
with the 7th Infantry Division
in G-3 Operations when the
war started in Korea. I
remember everyone was
anxious to get over there and
get into it. The 7th Division
went in with the 1st Marine
Division in the Inchon invasion
in September of 1950. I
remember the sniper fire that first
night, and remember wondering to myself what the heck I was
doing there and thinking I should be home in school instead of
where I was. My commander, Lt. Col. Hampton G-3, was
killed in a tank ambush around the third day while we were
trying to hook up with a task force near Suwon.

After the 7th Infantry and the 1st Marines secured Inchon,
Suwon, Kimpo Air Base and took Seoul, we were convoyed
back to Pusan in order to make a landing at Wonsan and Iwon
on the east coast. The 7th and 1st made the landings without
resistance and began the push north. Units of our 17th Regiment
made it all the way to the Yalu River at Hysanjin.
We were all cold and pretty tired as we slogged into Pukchong
late at night. We had been issued insulated shoe packs for the
extreme, -21°F cold, and later as I took off my shoe packs and
jumped into my sleeping bag trying to get warm, I didn’t notice
my sweaty socks. When I woke up, my left toes were frozen
white with ice between them. It scared the heck out of me, but I
managed to massage them and they were ok. It sure taught me
not to leave sweaty socks on when you go to sleep.
When the Chinese came across the border and began driving us
out, I remember trying to make it down the main supply route. I
hitched a ride in an Air Force Forward Observer van before
they could cut it off and catch us in the Chosin Reservoir trap.
Elements of the 7th Infantry (31st Regiment, 32nd Regiment,
57th Field Artillery Battalion, and other support units) were
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I remember making it to Hungnam and while waiting to be
evacuated I tried to get some sleep in what I think was a bombed
out school. But the Navy was bombarding the enemy from the
harbor and it seemed like every shell was going right over the
building I was trying to sleep in. Finally we boarded the craft to
be taken to the ship. It was dark and I remember our craft being
challenged for our identity by the heavy cruiser USS St Paul.
We were to be aboard ship for three days, but ended up being
on it for over a week before we got to Pusan. Everyone on
board was sick with dysentery and the whole ship was pretty
messy. I don’t remember, either before or since, being as cold
and discouraged as I was that December in 1950.
I was there from the Inchon landing to the race to the Yalu River
and all points between. Let me make it clear that I consider the
Marine Corps as a great fighting force and they did their job in
Korea for the most part bravely and admirably. But they were a
very small part of the overall fighting force which took part in the
Korean War. The overwhelming units in Korea were that of the
US Army. There were some outstanding fighting units there from
a lot of other countries that played very important rolls in what
was done there. My division (7th Infantry) was in close proximity
to the 1st Marine Division during my entire 13 months there. I
seem to recall the 17th Infantry Regiment being involved in the
first taking of Seoul after landing at Inchon. It’s been over 50
years now and I know memories begin to fade, but if I remember
Continued next page.
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“I Thank God for Sparing My Life!”
Mike M. Lopez was drafted in 1952 and took basic training
at Camp Roberts, CA. He volunteered for Airborne School
and was then sent to Fort Benning, GA.. “After I got my
airborne badge, they sent us to Korea to join 187th Airborne
Division. By the time we got to Japan, they had pulled the
187th back to Japan. So…they sent us to the 7th Division,” he
says.
Mike was assigned to Co. C, 17th Infantry Regiment and one of
his first assignments was to guard prisoners of war. He then
went to the western front where he made Sergeant First Class
quickly. “I made 12 patrols in No Man’s Land” he writes, “and
I was in one of the deadliest battles at Pork Chop Hill, April
16-18, 1953.” On May 23 he was wounded in a patrol and was
airlifted to Seoul, Korea, and from there to a hospital in Osaka,
Japan. While in the hospital, the battle at Pork Chop Hill
continued. “I lost my best friend there and a lot of good men,”
he recalls.

He began his own business in 1967 and builds camper tops for
pickups. He is now 75 years old and still runs his business. He
plans to stay in the business as long as his health permits. “I am
a happy camper,” he admits.
If you’d like to contact him, Mike M. Lopez resides at 1009
Kingsley Dr., Saginaw, TX 75179.

Mike Lopez, left, and
his best friend, Julio
Varela, are shown in
Korea in 1952.
Varela, according to
Mike, was killed at
Pork Chop Hill in July
1953.

After recovering from his wounds, Mike was sent back to Korea.
“I happened to be on the front lines when the truce was
signed,’ he says. “I thank God for sparing my life. And then
I get sad when I think about all the men that didn’t make it.”
Following military service, Mike was married to his sweetheart,
Carmen Perez in 1953. “We have been married 53 years,
and we have a son and a daughter, four grandchildren and
10 great grand-children,” Mike writes proudly.

Mike Lopez is
shown here at
Pork Chop Hill on
April 18, 1953.

“Inchon” cont. from previous page.
correctly the 1st Marine Division was located in and around
the southern edges of the Chosin Reservoir (Hagaru-ri, Kotori), with the 31st Infantry Regiment, 57th Field Artillery
Battalion, and elements of the 32nd Regiment (all 7th ID units)
being right in the reservoir area.
After being discharged in December 1952, I got married and
started having kids (seven of them). Then in 1955, I joined the
Air Force Reserve and was First Sergeant of the 71st Troop
Carrier Squadron for 13 years. We were activated during the
Cuban Missile Crisis, but as things turned out okay, I was only
on active duty for a short period. We were again activated in
1968 for the Vietnam War. The 71st TCS was converted to
gunships and redesignated as the 71st Special Operations
Squadron. Because of my situation at home (seven kids, etc.), I
was discharged for hardship reasons. To let my squadron, that I
was First Sergeant of for 13 years, go to Vietnam without me
was the hardest thing I have ever had to do. The 71st was the
only Reserve Unit to serve in Vietnam.
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“I Was Never Hit”
By Anthony Woolf
After reading letters published in The Hourglass I was motivated
to write my experiences to send to you. I thought that I had
better not put it off any longer because I will soon turn 92. After
receiving greetings from President Roosevelt, I was drafted
into the army and reported to Ft. Douglas, Salt Lake City, Utah,
on Valentine’s Day, 1942. In spite of having spent two years in
the National Guard which I left as a PFC with a sixth class
specialist rating, I entered the army as a buck private at $21.00
per month. There I was tested in the German language, which I
read and spoke fluently and was assigned to be a translator at a
Corps headquarters after first finishing basic training at Fort Sill.
My mother was sad to see me leave, but I told her not to worry;
I was going to try to have a good time. Upon arrival at Fort Sill
I was assigned to a new survey school to become a surveyor in
a Flash and Sound Battery, which was attached to the Eighth
Corps HQ in Brownville, Texas. After practicing surveying a
straight line in the Texas desert, and spending some time on the
notorious Louisiana maneuvers, I was glad to be sent back to
Ft. Sill with a corporal’s rating to attend the Artillery School. I
graduated as a second lieutenant in the fall of 1942.
After graduation from the OCS Artillery School, Intelligence had
no further interest in me. I was given a choice of assignments
and chose the Seventh Motorized Division stationed at Camp
San Luis Obispo. I had enjoyed spending a summer camp there
in 1935. The Division had just come off desert training in Southern
California and had been commanded by Major General Stilwell
from July, 1940 to August, 1941. Instead of going to the Sahara
Desert as planned, our plans were abruptly changed when the
Japanese army invaded our Aleutians Islands and we were
assigned to drive it back home. For this operation we were sent
to Fort Ord for beachhead landing practice. We lost most of
our vehicles and became an amphibious division. We practiced
landing on the beach at Monterey.
I was assigned to the 31st FA Battalion as a reconnaissance
and survey officer (Asst S-2). We were armed with 155 howitzers
for general support of the other battalions but we turned them in
for 105s before embarking for the Aleutians. A fourth regiment,
the 157th, was added to the division which was then known as
a square division consisting of the 17th, 32nd, 184th and 157th
Regiments. Coincidentally, the l84th has one reserve unit
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stationed in Auburn, CA where we now live. Two of our
regiments, the 17th and 157th were sent to Attu in May of 1943
where they engaged the Japs in a cold, bloody battle before
defeating them.
While training I learned that I was not needed as the battalion’s
assistant survey officer so I volunteered to be an air observer
from a cub plane. When we embarked from San Francisco we
sailed up the Inland Passage for Adak where I disembarked
and the rest of our division proceeded on to Kiska. I had been
transferred to the Navy to observe from an archaic World War1
two-seater observation plane that was equipped with a crystal
radio set and a 30 caliber machine gun. The pilot warned me not
to shoot the plane’s tail off!
Because of the heavy fog I only got up in the air twice. I spent
part of my time in the operations shack watching P-38’s practice
taking off and landing and some of the time in the Navy Officer’s
club. Also, I enjoyed walking along the canals and observing the
numerous red salmon swimming in them and wishing that I had
some fishing tackle.
I was amazed at the way the planes could climb, almost straight
up, after taking off. We enjoyed good food and a laundry, a real
luxury compared to what lay ahead. When we were in the
Philippines I would watch the P-38’s dive from a very high altitude
onto low-flying Jap bombers headed for a nearby air field and
knock it out of the sky before it knew what hit it.
I applied for flight pay but by the time my application had gone
up and down the chain of command with many endorsements
attached the final endorsement disallowed my claim to flight pay
on the grounds that my services were no longer needed.
After this little excursion we sailed to Hawaii for further training.
I was assigned to B Battery as Assistant Executive Officer to
get some battery training which I enjoyed. We sailed from Hawaii
to invade the Kwajalein Atoll to make a beach head landing,
armed with 105 howitzers, in January, 1943. They were loaded
into amphibious alligators and could be unloaded from LST’s
and travel through the ocean water to land on the enemy beach.
We landed on a small island about 1,000 yards from the main
island of Kwajalein from where we pounded the Japs day and
night for a week.
Continued on Page 24
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“Helping Soldiers” cont. from Page 19
who served three years active duty in the Army before college
and has continued in the Army Reserve.
“I share the danger with these guys. I live with them, I eat
with them, I miss sleep with them, and I have earned the
right to ask them about anything I want to ask them about,”
he said. “I have earned their trust, and because of that, I
have had soldiers approach me with spiritual questions, and
I have been surprised at some who have.”
Certain moments of spiritual and emotional intimacy have left a
profound impression on Moffitt: “Holding a soldier while he
clings to me and weeps because his world has fallen apart.
Standing in a group of my soldiers, touching one another,
grieving for one of our comrades who was killed. Holding
the hand and praying with a kid while waiting for a Medivac
helicopter, a soldier who has just had half his foot taken off
by shrapnel, and he is angry because he never had a chance
to fight the guys who did it.
“Rejoicing with a kid who has missed having his head taken
off by half an inch. Holding a 3-year-old Iraqi girl who has
had terrible things done to her and her family by insurgents.
I will never forget her face. Being thanked by a teenage
Iraqi boy for giving him a future. Having my cheeks kissed
by an old man for being here.”
Soldiers wrestle with fear, doubt and the pain of being separated
from home and family, and Moffitt has found it helpful to let
troops know their chaplain shares the same feelings. “They are
tired, and I am, too. They have problems at home; I can
relate. They are lonely; I am, too. At times, they struggle
with fear. I struggle with that, as well, at times. They are
angry and confused. I am oftentimes feeling it with them,”
he said. “I am a spiritual friend to these guys, and I walk
with them through their pain. Often, I am experiencing it
with them, and that is why it is so important that my
relationship with God is right.”
In particular, Moffitt has found it difficult to be separated from
his 2-year-old daughter, Jordan, and his wife, Kelli, who is
expecting their second child in November. He last saw them in
February when he was home on leave.
Moffitt feels grateful for the ministry his church provides to his
family while he is serving overseas, and for the way deacons
and retired ministers in the congregation have served in his
absence. “I cannot say enough for them, but because of them,
I was able to focus on my duty, my soldiers, my calling
because I knew that my family was in good hands,” he said.
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Moffitt’s call to active duty in Iraq came at a difficult time for St.
John’s Baptist Church, which had just started a $3 million building
project. But Moffitt made it clear he was in the Army Reserve
when the church called him as pastor.
“So, they knew the chances were high for me to be called
up,” he said. “I have a great church, and they are very
supportive. We live in a Navy town, so many of my
parishioners are currently in the service, retired or prior
service. They view this as a calling for me and for them.
This is their way of supporting our nation.”

Hawaiian Swims Through Mines
By PFC Charles K. Davis
Reprinted from Vol. I, No. 1 of Bayonet, the 7th ID newspaper
in Korea, successor to the Hourglass. This story appeared 11
October 1952 on Page 1.
A Hawaiian-born soldier with the 32nd Infantry Buccaneer
Regiment swam four times through mines and barbed wire to
restore a communications line recently. In a final, successful
attempt to restring the wire, Antone Cacatian Jr. emerged
from the rain-swollen river with several lacerations from the barbs
of a wire entanglement.
The incident occurred when Red artillery shells severed ground
communication between the front line and a forward outpost
across the river, less than a mile from Red artillery observation
points. High water had washed away location markers for barbed
wire and anti-personnel mines. Several of the mines could be
seen half-submerged in the water. A team from lst Lt. William
B. Milliken’s 2nd Battalion communications section first tried
to shoot a new line across the river with rifle grenades and 3.5inch rockets. The attempt failed.
Cacatian then volunteered to swim the river with the wire tied
about his waist. As he reached the far bank the current pulled
the wire from his body. While swimming back, Cacatian was
swept into a swirl of barbed wire inches away from two floating
mines. To avoid the mines he pulled himself through the
entanglement, receiving painful cuts on the legs, arms and hands.
Bleeding profusely, Cacatian insisted on swimming the river a
third time. He was successful, and the communications line was
restored. Cacatian then swam back to rejoin his unit. Milliken
said Cacatian unhesitatingly volunteered to risk his life to
accomplish the mission.
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The 7th IDA Booster Club

Recruiting Honor Roll

Become a member of The 7th IDA Booster Club by making
a donation to your Association. The funds are used to help defray
the cost of producing and mailing out The Hourglass magazine
twice a year.

The following Members are responsible for recruiting the noted
number of new Members to the 7th IDA. Well done!
Recruiter
James J. Bryant
Doug Halbert
W. Bradford Chase, Jr.
Gene Peeples
Patrick J. Berg, Sr.
Fred Connolly
Donald E. Foltz
Raymond G. Henderson
John A. Holdorf
Richard J. Kennedy
Gerard Radice
Peter J. Radonich
Fernando Toscano

We are pleased to recognize the following contributors in this
issue:
Andrew J. Evans
Douglas J. Halbert
James R. Hinkson
Leroy K. Humes
Richard E. Jaffe
Darwin M. Krystall
Frank J. Lambert
Paul J. Magro
Robert S. McKay
Vance M. Miller
Richard Newton
Charles L. Paul
William R. Peebles
Edward M. Puplava

Gerard V. Radice
Luz Maria Rodriquez in memory of
MSG Donald E. Kidd
Richard Sanders
Henley L. Smith
Robert C. Stack
John H. Stengel
Theodore R. Taylor
Florence Wachtler in memory of
Joe Wachtler
Paul C. Zaiser

Total Contributors = 23
Total Received = $912.00

If you would like to join the 7th IDA Boosters Club please
contact President Gene Peeples and make his day!

“I Was Never Hit” cont. from Page 22
As the Assistant Exec in B Battery under Captain Smith, I
learned to lay the battery and worked the night shift. After taking
the main island, Colonel Sawicki sent me up to the tip of it to
lay a normal barrage on the beach of the next island. When I
climbed out of my radio jeep a squad of camouflaged infantrymen
climbed out of the bushes and said, “Boy, are we glad to see
you”. They were all alone as defenders against a possible counter
attack.
I started to lay the barrage and was nearly hit by shell fragments
from a battle ship whose guns shelled the beach of the next island
and its big guns shell fragments ricocheted and landed near us.
The infantry squad said that they were glad that I could do
something about it. The battleship in the lagoon cruised past the
next island firing at the beach. Then it turned around and fired at
the beach again on its return trip. I called our fire direction center
and told them what was happening. In just a few minutes the
FDC called back with the message that the battleship said
“Roger”. I didn’t know that we had such good communications.
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Count
17
8
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

We depend upon you to spread the good word and help bring
some new blood into the 7th Infantry Division Association!
We returned to Hawaii, where we were now stationed at
Schofield Barracks, to begin training for our next assignment,
the island of Yap where the native women were said to go topless.
Needless to say, we were quite unhappy when we received new
orders. I had already handed out the maps of Yap and was a
little disappointed when I learned that we were sailing for New
Guinea instead. General MacArthur had borrowed us from
Admiral Nimitz, commander of the Central Pacific forces, to
help him return to the Philippines to carry out his promise to
return and free the Philippines and the many United States civilian
prisoners who had been very cruelly treated. Admiral Mitchum
retired to Berkeley, CA when we were living there prior to our
moving to Auburn. The 7th proceeded to Manus Island where
we left our troop ship and boarded an LST. We landed at Dulag
on October 1, 1944.
When we landed in the Philippines under heavy enemy we
immediately prepared to fire. The first night on the beach the
Japanese launched a counter attack.
Anthony Woolf’s fascinating reminiscences will
continue in the next issue of The Hourglass.
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New Member List
Organization
Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

Phone

Co/Batt

125th Medical Detachment
Phillips, Joseph M.
PO Box 350162

Palm Coast, FL 32135

(845) 548-3686

13th Engineer Battalion [C]
Di Iorio, Frank J.
1S570 Nimitz Rd.

Oakbrook Terr, IL 60181

(630) 530-5336 HQ

13th Engineer Battalion [C] & Division Headquarters
Smith, Scott B.
833 State Hwy 11
Laramie, WY 82070

(307) 742-3504 D & A & HQ

15th AAA Battalion
Keefe, David W.

PO Box 299

Rye, NH 03870

(603) 559-1069 A

17th Infantry Regiment
Esancy, Richard W.
Hoag, Kevin T.
Nolan, Thomas F.
Pitts, Eugene E.
Swift, Marc W.

117 Priscilla Dr.
140 Autumn Hills Dr.
3437 N. Kenton Ave.
1019 North 3rd St.
807 Greenfield Rd.

Pembroke, MA 02359
Old Monroe, MO 63369
Chicago, IL 60641
Atchison, KS 66002
St. Helena, CA 94574

(781) 293-5949
(314) 630-5539
(773) 736-2509
(913) 367-4235
(707) 963-1333

21st Infantry Regiment
Miller, Jeremy K.
128 Jadynn Ct

Hayden, ID 83835

(208) 762-0907 C

2nd Brigade - 27th IR
Denton, Charles D.
Mills, John D.

Salem, WI 53168
Pleasant View, TN 37146

(262) 843-2497 B
(615) 319-1173 C

307th Attack Helicopter Battalion
Moschella, Anthony L.
1728 Providence Way

Lodi, CA 95242

(209) 366-2621

31st Infantry Regiment
Cooper, Charles E.
Davis, Ronald E.
Eicholtz, Kenneth L.
Lambert, Dean M.
Ramsey, Russell L.
Rodriguez, Ernest

Buckley, WA 98321
Sun Valley, AZ 86029
Frederick, MD 21701
Lyman, WA 98263
Brooklyn Park, MN 55444
Montebello, CA 90640

(360) 829-2066 C
Tank
(301) 662-5336 HQ
(360) 826-3519 B
(763) 424-7477 C
(323) 724-2450 B

31st Infantry Regiment & 10th Air Cavalry
Cruickshanks, Frank W. 60 Pine St. Apt 1

Collingwood, ONT

(705) 444-6517 B & HQ

32nd Infantry Regiment
Bagwell, Michael A.
PO Box 154
Crump, Erie J.
186 Lyboult Rd.
Koch, William J.
5549 Montana Dr.

Indianapolis, IN 46206
Hannibal, NY 13074
Concord, CA 94521

(317) 440-0698 HHC
(315) 598-6424 SVC-GRS
(925) 672-6167 H

22236 86th St.
1054 Kaitlynn Cir.

PO Box 1634
PO Box 4052
904 Pontiac Ave.
8346 Dyer St. Box 164
8325 Thomas Ct. N
2033 Hereford Dr.
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Organization
Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

Phone

Co/Batt

32nd Infantry Regiment
Marino, Douglas F.
Mueller, Darlene
Rigg, Jr., Ralph C.
Watkins, Jr., Lionel H. L.

47 Lakeside Rd.
10347 Humphrey Rd.
37 Island View Terr.
4835 Basswood Ct.

Bedford Corners, NY 10549
Prairie Du Chien, WI 53821
Seaville, NJ 08230
San Jose, CA 95124

(914) 241-1740
(608) 988-4283
(609) 545-0878
(408) 264-4440

C
SVC
A&B
B

78th AAA Battalion
Makowski, Edward C.

5517 N. Normandy Ave.

Chicago, IL 60656

(773) 774-5366 B

79th Field Artillery Bn.
Smith, Rhett J.
215 Blushwood Pl

The Woodlands, TX 77382

(936) 273-0377 A

7th Medical Battalion
Mills, Henry E.

Dickinson, TX 77539

(281) 337-3889 D

7th Mobile Veterinary Service
Fleenor, William C.
10611 Kiethwood Pkwy

Richmond, VA 23236

(804) 379-5888

8th Field Artillery
Templet, Lucien J.
Williams, Shaun H.

Gonzales, LA 70737
Fuquay Varina, NC 27526

(225) 647-9657 HHQ
(919) 557-6794 HHB

9th Infantry Regiment
Cimino, Jr., Joseph P.
3231 Eastern Ave.

Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 327-6090 HHC

Division Headquarters
Barton, John M.
10 Wisteria Way
Berg, Sr., Patrick J.
1350 Buckingham Way #55
Stellingwerf, John A.
80 Pantelop Rd.

Palmyra, VA 22963
Stockton, CA 95207
Bloomingburg, NY 12721

(434) 591-0311 HQ
HHC
(845) 733-5553

Unit Assignment Unknown
Popolizio, Peter M.
443 SW Horseshoe Bay

Port St. Lucie, FL 34986

(772) 344-2301

4511 Country Club Dr.

14204 A Poirrier
4808 Bentcreek Dr.

Total New Members as of 09/30/2006 = 38
“Terremoto” continued from page 10
was stay home and out of the way.
The center of the first quake was just off the coast of Hawaii,
the big island, in the channel between Hawaii and Maui. That is
out to sea from the Kona airport. The electricity was out
throughout the state. It was out for 5 hours on Maui. The radio
stations were all knocked out – so much for the Emergency
Broadcasting System!
The phones were all out. Cell phones were working spottily
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but that was the only form of communication. No television. No
computers. No Internet. Finally, a radio station on the island of
Hawaii began to broadcast from their transmitter location around
9:30 a.m. so we could at least get some information. None of
the Maui stations managed to get back up until after noon.
The major TV stations on Oahu were still off the air in the
later afternoon. So far, no reports of major injuries, but a lot of
tourists were caught in elevators and airports for some time.
That is a general report. All is well in paradise!
Doug & Kay Halbert
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Words From The WebMaster
By James Bryant
Greetings from your 7th Infantry Division Association presence
on the Internet. Hopefully most of you already know the address:
http://7th-inf-div-assn.com, but did you also know that the
shortcut: http://7id.us will also get you there? This is just one of
the many changes that have taken place over the course of the
last year since I became the Association Webmaster.
This article will serve to give you a broader overview of the
changes and new additions. Future articles here, and also
documentation on the site itself will focus on specific details.
Sounds have been added to most of the pages, including bugle
calls, the official 7th ID march “Arirang”, and various other
military songs. I have also added blue “Pause” buttons so you
can turn the sound off or on with the click of a mouse button. Of
course, you can also adjust your speakers if you wish. At the
bottom of the Officers Page is a player where you can select
to hear any the 30+ sounds that are currently available on the
website. Alternatively, at the bottom of the Links Page there is
a button labeled “Launch Player” that when clicked will launch
the player in a separate window. This will keep the sounds playing
on your computer even after you have departed the 7th IDA
website and gone browsing elsewhere. In order for you to hear
anything at all, if you have not done so already you must install
the Macromedia add-on. It is free and the process, should you
ned it, is automated. Just follow the online instructions.
You can now pay your dues or make a donation from the
Home Page, or go to the Merchandise Page to purchase an
item from our online store using the PayPal service which also
allows you to use your credit card. The transactions are
encrypted, documented, safe and insured. There is a small
additional service charge (usually $1.00) to cover the cost of
this service and simple instructions are included on the web site.
You can now fill out a membership application and submit it
electronically, and there are several ways to do this. The first
way, on the Application Page requires you to have a current
version of Adobe Reader installed on your computer, as well as
an eMail client such as Outlook Express, Outlook, Thunderbird,
Eudora, etc.. Follow the online instructions and save yourself
the postage. However, this method will not work if you use a
web-based mail service such as Hotmail or Yahoo. In this case
go to the Bulletin Board, then Announcements and Membership
Application. There you can download the application in three

different.formats: plain text, Microsoft Word document or PDF.
Once you have done this, fill it out and Save it, then either eMail
it or snail mail it in.
The Bulletin Board features many subjects and capabilities which
are hidden from Guests and are only available to Registered
Users. The registration process is very simple and is fully
documented with screen shots. From the Bulletin Board click
on Announcements, then How to Register. The process involves
inserting a code to insure that you a real person and not a spam
spider, and an eMail address to verify that you are really where
you say you. This process guards against spammer activity.
Please note that you must use the activation link, but just one
time only, to complete the registration process.
There are many features within the Board and certainly will be
the source of future Hourglass articles, but to name just a few:
Reports such as Treasurer and By-Laws, Archive projects such
as past issues of the HourGlass back to the early 70’s, several
newspapers from the 40’s and the 1974 handbook of the
Association Membership. If you wish you can mask your personal
information such as eMail address, yet registered users can still
Instant Message or eMail one another through the Board without
knowing the other persons eMail address. The feature list goes
on and on, and I encourage you to register and check it out.
Our Guest Book is completely new and includes the latest spam
and virus protection. You do not have to be a registered Bulletin
Board user to view or add to the Guest Book, but you do have
to register in order to view the old Guest Book archives.
We now have a Calendar where dates that are important to the
Membership can be posted. We will soon have the means to
generate an alert roster or subscription lists for information
delivery, but at the time of writing this feature has not yet been
implemented. Reunions past and next, and photos of interest to
the membership can also be found at the web site. I should mention
here that our web site is optimized for Internet Explorer browsers,
Versions 5 and above, which 95% of our visitors are using. I
personally have become a fan of the Firefox and Opera browsers
and use them as much as I do IE. Pages do not always display
the same in different browsers. One place where this is very true
is on the Reunion page where IE uses a non-standard display
approach, and other browsers do not look right. At any rate
you will have a more enjoyable experience if you use IE on the
Reunion page.
Continued next page.
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“Webmaster” continued from previous page
You can also order any of the available merchandise from the
Quartermaster Store online using your credit card via the PayPal
service. To see a detailed photo of each item just click on the
small picture and a larger window will open. Pick and choose
the items and quantities that you want, add them to the shopping
cart and place your order over the Internet in a secure fashion.
Did you know that M.A.R.S. (Military Affiliate Radio System)
is still alive and well? It is and you can send a MarsGram via a
link on our Contacts page. On the Links page you can.see
what the current Threat Condition level is from Homeland
Security. You can find links to related web sites of interest, launch
our 7IDA player as previously mentioned, and even pay your
7IDA dues, or make a donation. On the Members page you
will find the Member database, which is available to 7th Infantry
Division Association Members only.
In closing, I’ll mention just a little bit about myself. I am currently
working for a large school district in South Texas as an Information
Systems Manager. I served on active duty in the US Army for
more than 15 years and another 15 years in various reserve
components from 1972 – 2002. During my active years I served
with the 82nd Airborne Division, 7th Infantry Division, 21st
Support Command, 1st Cavalry Division, and 6th Infantry
Division. My time with the 7th Infantry Division was some of
the best and most challenging of my career from 1974-1976
when the Division was reactivated. In fact, a CSM told me when
I arrived at Fort Ord in June of 1974 (several months before
official announcements and actual activation) that I was the very
first person to be assigned to the yet-to-be-reactivated Division.
Those were busy times. As new equipment and troops arrived
new units were brought on line within the Division. We had many
parades and of course always marched with fixed bayonets.

Editor’s Perspective
By Charlie Richardson
The untold stories of veterans of all ages remain on the horizon
for publications like “The Hourglass.” Admittedly, not every
story received can be used immediately. But, a percentage of
those will be used and readers will be better informed about the
past and have more insights of the experiences of fellow veterans.
The 7th Infantry Division’s veterans who are now alive, some
dating back to World War II and others closer to the present,
each have had unique experiences and associations with fellow
soldiers and officers. Some have had experiences in battles and
others in unique assignments that merit mentions. But, every
veteran’s experience is uniquely insightful.
History Request
New member Ronald E. Davis of Sun Valley, AZ writes, “I
was with the 7th Inf. Div. and the 3lst Inf. Regt. and 3lst Tank
Co. I have been trying for years to get a history book on the
them from l952-1953 in the triangle sector.” Please write
him if you can help at:
P.O. Box 4052
Sun Valley, AZ 86029-4052
Eyewitness of Korean War
“Fightin’ George Light Infantry” is the title of a newly
published book on the Korean War by Glenn Justice. The
book, which costs $21 (2 for $40) and includes shipping, has
clean language and is for all ages and genders, the advertisement
states. Checks may be made out to Justpub and sent to:
137 Lynn Justice Rd.,
Bainbridge, GA 39817
eMail: <justpub@surfsouth.com>
“The Hourglass”
Is “The Hourglass” meeting the needs of the 7th Inf. Div.
Assn.? Tell us what you think and what you’d like to see. The
Editor is also willing to accept suggestions! If you have the time
and the interest, volunteers to join the Editorial Staff are still
welcomed. Contact me at:
1465 Clinton St.
Abilene, Texas 79603
Tel: 325/676-4846
eMail: <karin_charles@sbcglobal.net>

Camp Casey Cafeteria & Snack Bar c. 1960 from new
Member Patrick Hemphill. We’ll have more of his
Camp Casey photos next issue.
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Memoirs of Bert Scaggs
Here are some pictures taken in Korea (circa 1945).
If they are worthwhile, please feel free to use them in
any way that is appropriate. If additional information
is needed for any of them, please contact me.
All of the pictures were taken by a young Korean boy
that we befriended. I paid him with food (C and K
rations) for him and his family and with a couple of
sets of fatigues. He had a good German pre-war
camera. I located some film, print paper and chemicals.
He made the pictures for all my friends to send back
stateside.

Lt. Bert Scaggs,
The original pictures are fading and are not clear and Korea, 1945
sharp as they were sixty years ago. The copies that I have enclosed are better than
then originals. I have several more pictures that I could have copies if you wish
them.

Cpl. Dudash, Lt. Skaggs and T. Sgt.
Smith, Korea, Nov. 1948.

I also have a long article about famous WWII female spies, including Suim Kim,
published in the “Atlanta Journal” in 1952. She had a fancy dinner at her mansion
for a few of the officers of K and L companies. I wondered why she and her
friends kept asking about troop strength, weapons, and combat readiness. She got
nothing from us. There was lots of saki, but (to my taste) poor food!
Lt. Skaggs, Vlassis, Bigelow and
Romanik, Kyonsong, Korea, Sept. 23,
1945, 184th Reg., 7th Inf. “We were
soldiers once...and young.”

Albert E. (Bert) Skaggs
Tel: 916/ 487-8972
eMail: <Bpipes2@AOL.com>

Pfc. Joe
Jarcia, Pfc.
Ray Frees, Lt.
Skaggs and
Pfc. Frank
Rappold, Co L,
184th Inf. Regt.,
7th Division.
Korea, fall of
1945

Belva and Bert
Skaggs at the 184th
Nightstalkers Ball in
2004. The couple has
been married for 62
years and Bert says that
his uniform still fits.
(Photos provided by
Albert E. “Bert” Skaggs)
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7th Infantry Division Association
Hotel Reservation Form
The Drawbridge Inn and Convention Center
2477 Royal Drive, Fort Mitchell, KY 41017, 800/ 354-9793 & 859/ 341-2800
(Please see Page 24 for detailed directions)
Features & Highlights
Local Dining & Shopping ❖ Heated Indoor
Pool ❖ Dry Saunas ❖ High-Speed Internet
Access ❖ Complimentary Parking
❖ Complimentary Airport Shuttle ❖

Hotel guests enjoy the convenience of complimentary airport shuttle
service from the Greater Cincinnati/Northern KY International Airport when
staying at the Drawbridge Inn. The shuttle departs the hotel at the top
and half past each hour on an as needed basis, and they transport pets
as well. Use the Courtesy phones located in the baggage claim area
after you have arrived to the airport for additional shuttle information.

Reunion Dates: June 28 - July 1, 2007
Name: ________________________________Sharing Room w/___________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City & State: ___________________________________________________ZIP______________
Phone: _______________________________ eMail: ___________________________________
Arrival Date: ________________ Approx. Time: __________ Departure Date:________________
# of Rooms: _______ # of People in Room:________ Handicap Access?
Preferences: Smoking:  Non-Smoking 

One Queen Bed  Two Double Beds

Standard Room  Corporate Floor
Extended Stay Suites & Parlors

 Yes  No





Private VIP Club



Response Preference: Postal  eMail 
If the requested type room is not available, the nearest room type will be assigned.
RATE: For Standard Rooms, $75.00 + tax (currently 11.24%) for a total of $83.43 per day for 1-2 people in
room. Rates for other accommodations available upon request. Rate will be honored 3 days before/after official
reunion dates, based on availability.
CUTOFF DATE: 5/20/07. After this date, reservations will be processed on a space and rate availability basis.
CANCELLATION POLICY: Deposit is refundable if reservation is cancelled 24 hours in advance of arrival day.
All reservations must be guaranteed by credit card or a first night’s deposit submitted with reservation.
____AMEX ____DINERS ____VISA ____MASTER CARD ____CARTE BLANCHE _____DISCOVER

Credit Card # ____________________________________ Exp. Date: ______________________
Signature:________________________________________________________________________
MAIL TO: DRAWBRIDGE INN, 2477 Royal Drive, Fort Mitchell, KY 41017
OR MAKE YOUR RESERVATION ON LINE AT: www.drawbridgeinn.com/reservations.asp
(It is best to make a copy of this form and use the copy to send in your request)
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Reunion 2007 Information (cont.)

Winter 2006

Directions to The Drawbridge Inn
2477 Royal Drive, Fort Mitchell, KY 41017 Tel: 800/ 354-9793 & 859/ 341-2800

From Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport
I-275 East to I-75 North to Exit 186 (Buttermilk Pike), Right off the Exit,
Left at 1st light onto Royal Drive.
From Lexington/Louisville
I-75 North to Exit 186 (Buttermilk Pike), Right off the
Exit, Left at 1st light onto Royal Drive.

From Huntington WV
I-64 west to I-75 north to Exit 186 (Buttermilk Pike),
Right off the Exit, Left at 1st light onto Royal Drive.

From Cleveland/Columbus
I-71 South through Cincinnati merging with I-75 South
to Exit 186 (Buttermilk Pike) Left off the Exit, Left at
2nd light onto Royal Drive.

From Downtown Cincinnati
I-75 South to Exit 186 (Buttermilk Pike), Left off the
Exit, Left at 2nd light onto Royal Drive.

From Indianapolis
I-74 East to I-75 South to Exit 186 (Buttermilk Pike).
Left off the Exit. Left at the 2nd light onto Royal Drive.

From Dayton
I-75 South to Exit 186 (Buttermilk Pike), Left off the
Exit, Left at 2nd light onto Royal Drive.

21st Annual Reunion Agenda
Date
Thursday, June 28, 2007
1:00 PM - 6:00 PM
1:00 PM - 6:00 PM
3:00 PM - 6:00 PM
6:00 PM

Location

Event

Monks/Ploughmans
Monks/Ploughmans
Monks/Ploughmans

Registration & pick up reunion packets
Quartermaster Store Open
The Association welcomes you - Free snacks and beverages
Dinner (on your own at local restaurants)

Friday, June 29, 2007
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
6:00 PM -

Monks/Ploughmans
Monks/Ploughmans
Drawbridge Lobby
Hotel or nearby

Registration & pick up reunion packets
Quartermaster Store Open
Tour - Highlights of Cincinnati & Lunch at Montgomery Inn
Dinner (on your own at local restaurants)

Saturday, June 30, 2007
8:00 AM - 11:00 AM
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
3:30 PM - 5:00 PM
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM

Dover
Drawbridge Lobby
Monks
Open
Ploughmans Yeomans Friars

Board of Governors Meeting (Includes Breakfast)
Optional Mall visit for those not attending meetings
21st General Session - 7th IDA Membership
Board of Governors Meeting (If Needed)
Reunion Banquet

Ploughmans Yoemans Friars
Monks/Ploughmans

Buffet Breakfast
Memorial Service
Departure

Sunday, July 1, 2007
7:30 AM - 10:00 AM
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
11:00 AM

N
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“Highlights of Cincinnati” Tour
& Lunch at Montgomery Inn
From the heart of the city at Fountain Square where
throngs of Cincinnatians gather for brown bag lunches,
concerts, sports and political rallies, you will pass the
Contemporary Arts Center, Procter and Gamble’s
International Headquarters, and the Taft Museum in
beautiful Lytle Park. Become familiar with many of
Cincinnati’s most well-known landmarks including Union
Terminal/Museum Center, Music Hall, City Hall, Plum
Street Temple, and Paul Brown Stadium/Great American
Ball Park, home of the Cincinnati Bengals and Reds.
Stop at Cincinnati’s Union Terminal, a nationally
acclaimed landmark and a monument to Art Deco
architecture with a magnificent 110-foot high mural filled
rotunda. Now restored to its original grandeur and
revitalized as the Museum Center, this former train
terminal is home to the Cincinnati Historical Society, the
Cincinnati Museum of Natural History, the Children’s
Discovery Center, the Cinergy Children’s Museum and
the Robert D. Lindner Family Omnimax Theater.
PRICE:
DATE:
TIME:
STOPS:

$ 54.00 Per Person
Friday, June 29, 2007
9:00AM – 2:00PM
Ohio River Outlook
Museum Center at Union Terminal
Montgomery Inn Boathouse

World-class exhibits, fascinating historic spaces, and
the exciting Omnimax Theater combine to make the
Museum Center an outstanding venue for a visit.
Climb some of Cincinnati’s famous hills and take a
glimpse of the spectacular views. Enjoy the old world
charm of Mount Adams with its ‘shot-gun’ row homes
and drive by Eden Park’s mirror lake, the Cincinnati Art
Museum, Playhouse in the Park, Krohn Conservatory
and Hyde Park.
Cross the Roebling Suspension Bridge to Kentucky’s
historic Riverside Drive and its antebellum homes. You
will discover during this delightful tour why Cincinnati has
been lovingly called ‘The Queen City of the West.’
Once you have worked up an appetite you will enjoy lunch
at a Cincinnati favorite—Montgomery Inn At the
Boathouse. The world-famous ribs, friendly service and
striking view of the Ohio River, makes a unique restaurant
that you and your guests will remember long after your
meal is over.
LUNCH MENU TO INCLUDE:
•

Half Order of Barbecued Ribs & a Quarter
Chicken Served with Montgomery Inn Barbecue
Sauce

INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING:

•

Choice of a Baked Potato, French Fries or
Saratoga Chips

•

•

House Salad

•

Soft Drinks, Tea and Coffee

Deluxe Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation via
(1) 47 Pax Motorcoach

•

Driver Gratuity

•

*Seated Lunch at Montgomery Inn Boathouse

•

Accent on Cincinnati, Inc. On-Site Personnel

•

Professional Accent on Cincinnati, Inc.
Guide Service

•

Complete Accent on Cincinnati, Inc. Pre-Event
Coordination
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY:
9:00am Depart Drawbridge Inn Downtown Cincinnati
Driving Tour.
12:00pm Arrive at the Montgomery Inn Boathouse for
lunch.
1:45pm Depart the Boathouse and travel to
Drawbridge Inn.
2:00pm Arrive back at Drawbridge Inn.
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7th IDA Reunion Registration Form
Drawbridge Inn, Fort Mitchell, KY - June 28, 2007 - July 1, 2007

21st BIENNIAL REUNION – 7TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
Name:

.

Address:

.

Spouse / Guests:

Scheduled Event

.

Description & Cost

Ticket Qty.

Total Cost

Thursday - Reception

Light hors d’oeuvres, soft drinks, beer and wine
_________
$ ________
0.00
provided by the Association
(please indicate how many will attend so we know the amount of food and refreshments required)

Friday - Tour

“Highlights of Cincinnati” Tour & Lunch at Montgomery Inn.
See previous page for complete description . $54.00 per person ________

$ ________

Saturday - Shopping

Arrangements have been made for the hotel shuttle vans to transport ladies, and others not
attending the meetings, to a large shopping mall approx. a mile from the hotel at no charge.

Saturday - Banquet

Roast Prime Rib of beef au jus @ $29.92
_________
Chicken Breast stuffed with herbed cream cheese @ $26.95 __________

Sunday - Memorial Service Buffet Breakfast @ $15.95 per person
Registration Fees

2007-2009 Dues

_________

$ ________
$ ________
$ ________

Tickets are $15.00 each and include 2 people.
Primary registrant & spouse, or other guest
_________
Additional registrants @ $7.50 each
_________
Pay your $20.00 dues now and avoid the rush on July 1, 2007 _________

15.00
$ ________
$ ________
$ ________

Total Amount paid (check number: _________________)

$ ________

We suggest that when you have
completed this form, instead of tearing
it out make a photocopy of it. Then,
send the copy, with your check to:

Doug Halbert, Treasurer
7th Infantry Division Association
518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

N

_________

Let the completed form in your
Hourglass serve as your copy of your
registration submission.
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Final Taps
We r
emember t
hose who ha
ve lef
t our r
ank
s
remember
those
hav
left
rank
anks
Organization
Name
17th Infantry Regiment
John A. Athinakis
James W. Hedges
Roxy J. Ligrani
Harry T. Moore, Sr.
Henry E. Myslenski
Norman E. Rex
Francis B. Sester
Millard F. Weddel

Co/Bat.

G
M
M
H
H
L
H

Date of Death

7/3/2006
1/17/2005
7/13/2005
01/2005
03/2006
3/18/06
12/2005
12/17/2004

17th Infantry Regiment & 184th Infantry Regiment
David S. Marshall
E; D; Hq
7/4/2005
184th Infantry Regiment
Frank B. Carrion
Edwin A. Haines
Duane D. Heldenbrand
Donald E. Kidd
Raymond I. Lederer

G
I
I

31st Field Artillery Battalion
Evelyn Way
A
31st Infantry Regiment
John Q. Adams
Thomas A. Batts
Robert S. Gebele
Arthur J. Haggarty
William S. Koperski, Jr.
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B
L
A & Hq
G&F

7/13/2006
2006
3/22/2006
9/14/2005
3/21/2006

2005

1/25/2005
7/25/2006
12/17/2005
7/3/2006
11/25/2005

Organization
Name
William J. McCaffrey
Joseph G. McGlade
Ray Primm
Robert B. Vokac
32nd Infantry Regiment
Rudie E. Baack
James B. Belknap
Richard A. Chase
Jay D. LaMar
Bernard Moravits
George E. Oehm
William H. Phipps
Dick L. Roth
Joseph V. Wachtler
John W. Wolfe

Co/Bat.

Date of Death
2/13/2006
4/7/2006
3/24/2006
2/6/2005

G
Hq

Service
B
E
H & MP
SVC
A
G
M
E&G

1/7/2006
2/8/2006
1/4/2004
12/18/2005
1973
2/28/2004
8/10/2003
9/10/2003
7/24/2006
6/17/2005

57th Field Artillery Battalion
Marcos J. Martinez
A

3/20/2006

7th Aviation Bn.
Howard “Pappy” S. Bateman HQ

06/24/06

Division Headquarters
Larry E. Davies, Sr.
Unit Assignment Unknown
Alvin E. Woods

N

Hq

6/14/2005
05/2006
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Membership Application Form
Please type or print clearly.
.

Name:
Last Name

First

Sex:

Middle



Male



Female

Address:

.
Street, RR, or PO Box

Apartment #

.
City

Status:

State

9 Digit Zip Code

Country

Active Duty  Veteran  Widow of Veteran  Child of Veteran 

Spouse’s Name:

.

(or next of kin)

Phones: (
)
Home

(
)
Business

(
Fax

)

,

eMail Address:
Military:
Assignment

.
.
Platoon

Company

Troop

Battalion

Battery

Regiment

Brigade

.To:
Highest Rank:
DOB:
/
/
Please attach another sheet giving details of the following:
Overseas Assignments, Major Battles, Awards & Decorations and Service Medals:

.

With 7th ID from:

_
Applicant’s Signature

Application Date

Recommended By 7th IDA Member:
Mail the completed form and your check or
Money Order for $20.00, made out to:
“7th Infantry Division Association”
and send to:
7th Infantry Division Assn.
518 Hilinai St.
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

Name:
Address:

.
.
.

New Members are immediately placed on our mailing list and
receive a paid up membership card, lapel pin, auto decal,
copy of our current newsletter, and a copy of our Constitution
and By-laws. Subsequent dues will be $20.00, due in June of
the biennial reunion year.

N
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Dues Status
The current dues cycle commenced on 7/1/05. If your label
indicates “2007”, you are paid-up.
The next dues cycle commences 7/1/07. You are
encouraged to pay early and, if you wish, in advance. The
current dues rate is $20.00 every other year





2007 ........... You are current.
2009+ ......... You are paid in advance. Thank you.
Associate ... You are exempt from dues.
Honorary ... You are exempt from dues.

Send your $20.00 dues to:
7th IDA
518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

Your continuing
support of the
Association is
appreciated.

You may also pay your dues with a credit card on our
website at www.7id.us

Sgt. lst Class Emanuel F. Harper from
Tennessee was the Chief Photographer for the
7th Infantry Division Information Office in the late
1950s. Correspondence later with “Hourglass”
Editor Charlie Richardson indicated that Sgt.
Harper also served in Viet Nam.

