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Comments from your
President
As the President of the Association,
along with suggestions from some
Officers, Governors, and members, I
called for a meeting of the Governing
Council on Saturday October 23,
2004 at 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon at
the Marriott Airport Motel in Atlanta,
Georgia. The purpose of the meeting
was to address some concerns about
the status and direction we seem to be heading as an Association.
Five Officers and/or Governors stated they would attend,
however only Levi Haire, Dennis Camp and I attended.
Now, we earnestly request all members attend the next Reunion
and be prepared to accept positions of responsibility to assure
the continuation of the Association. The Association cannot
continue to function effectively as it presently is being operated.
Something that urgently needs to be addressed is that of positions
in urgent need of being filled which are:
• Executive Secretary is the most important position to be
filled as the Association records are not being kept at this time.
For information on this position; please see the outline of
Executive Secretary duties on page 16 in this issue of the
Hourglass.
• Five Governor positions need to be filled - one because of a
resignation and 4 because of term expiration.
• Web Site Manager needed for the Association. The 7th IDA
web site is an important recruiting tool. It is currently being held
together by a volunteer with limited web management expertise.
We need a webmaster who knows what he/she is doing to
both maintain and improve the site.
Looking forward to seeing you in Atlanta, Georgia at the 7th
IDA Reunion September 2005.
Your President,

Tel: 323/644-4533
www.garponline.com
Info@garponline.com

Gene Peeples
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We Get Letters
July 14, 2004
Dennis Camp; Hourglass Editor,
Thank you for sending me a complementary
copy of the “Spring Issue of The
Hourglass.” It is a well-done and
professional looking publication.
I was impressed with the range of info
that is presented both for active and
inactive service members.
Also, I appreciate your inclusion of my
letter in the “Seekers Pages” section.
I’m hoping for at least a response or
two, from which I can work to get
additional responses. I will keep Doug
Halbert informed of any of my findings,
with regard to folk who are not members.
I sent a note to Doug about my tentative
membership recruiting activity. After
seeing The Hourglass, I eMailed a cousin
who was with the 7th Inf. Div., at Camp
Casey, in the very early 1960s. I
mentioned to my cousin that you have a
2005 reunion that is scheduled for
Atlanta. For him, it should be a good
aspect of membership. We’ll see.
Take care,
George S. Cole
1416 Bradley Avenue
Hummelstown, PA 17036
o O o O o O o O o O o
May18, 2004
Dear Mr. Halbert,
It is rather too late for me informing
that I have received your latest edition
of the Hourglass newsletter. I thank
you very much for the Hourglass and a
lot of current information about the
Association and the evidence fully
stirred me as if I am an active member.
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Today I am writing this letter
in order to let you know that I
received a most remarkable
official letter of appreciation.
The letter was signed by General
Wayne C. Smith, Commanding
General, 7th Infantry Division,
and dated July 07, 1952. This
was just about the time when they spread
the words about the armistice talk. The
letter of appreciation was presented
to me upon my transfer to the 45th Infantry
Division. At the time I was an
interpreter for newcomers in the 45th
Infantry Division at Yanggu, after
nearly three years of service with the
7th Division.
I really do not know how come the mail
took as long as it did for me to receive
the letter. It took over 50 years for
the letter to reach me. Any rate the
mail successfully reached me without
any damage whatsoever, except color of
the paper was already turned into brown.
As I mentioned once, I was a first
generation of the KATUSA soldier drafted
in August 1950 and took my basic training
at the Koizumi Army Camp, 7th Infantry
Division Reorganizing Camp, in Japan.
Before joining in the landing forces in
Incheon during September, under the
command of General Douglas MacArthur,
Supreme Headquarters Army Pacific and
United Nation I was on the West Coast
in September. I was at Iwon on the East
Coast in the North Korean territory,
under General Ned Almond, Commanding
General of the X Corps in mid October.
I have enclosed a copy of the Certificate
of Appreciation, which means so much to
me and stirs my emotions. I have so
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now am using the new spelling,
which is different from that
used during the Korean War,
as you can see on the
Certificate of Appreciation.
No matter what, however,
actually we pronounce my name
the same way because we know
our name too well.
By the way I enclosed a recent
photograph of me holding the
Certificate of Appreciation.
Aren’t I looking old, ha…?

much to say about the war story,
however I’ll reserve that for
a later letter.
Before closing this letter I
have a question for you. Is
there any way you can furnish
me
with
official
bank
information such as; Account
Number, Name of Account Holder,
and Bank address? Handling
through bank account is much
secure and more convenient for
me to remit my annual dues. I
will hold for remitting dues
until your next instructions.
In addition to above, I now spell my
name differently because our government
enacted method of Romanization of the
Korean alphabet. For that reason I have
two different spellings of my name. I
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Well, I guess this is all for
this time and I’ll be looking
forward for your favorable response in
the near future. Thank you.
Sincerely yours,
Chong, Chun-Chae
o O o O o O o O o O o
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7/27/04
Dear Editor,
Enclosed is an article as it appeared
in the Hourglass, (front and back) in
July 23, 1952 in Korea.
It was in The Amador Dispatch in Jackson,
California this past March, 2004. If
you could use this story, please feel
free to use it in our 7th IDA Hourglass.
I am the Cpl. Luciano Cascio in the
article. I was with the 15th AAA AW SP
Battalion with the 17th Infantry Regiment.
Thank you,
Luciano Cascio
P.S. Please use self address envelope
to send back the papers.Thank you again.
o O o O o O o O o O o
Editor’s Note: Part of the July 23, 1952 Hourglass, that Luciano
Cascio sent is shown on this and the previous page. Hope all of
you Korean War veterans of the 7th Infantry Division enjoy
this input.

The 7th IDA Web Site
Located at www.7th-inf-div-assn.com the official 7th IDA
website features a Member Database accessible and updateable
only by current Members of the Association. Search for friends
that are in the Association and obtain their contact information.
Note: While Donald Shook is no longer working on this site,
his past efforts are most certainly appreciated.
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Doug,
Here’s forty dollars for my dues through
2007. I doubt that I’ll make the reunion
in Georgia next year but if it comes
out west I plan to make the one in 2007.
In the latest Hourglass I see some of
the guys shared their most memorable
moments in the Seventh Division. I would
like to pass on one of my own.
It was late one night in mid-February
1951 near the little town of Hoensong,
Korea. Joe Chink, as we called him, had
broken through on both sides of us and
we had spent the last couple of days
fighting our way south to friendly
lines. Word came down to pull up
alongside the ammo truck and take on
extra ammo. That way, the thinking went,
if the ammo truck was hit, all of the
ammo wouldn’t be lost.
When the vehicle pulled up Cpl. Bill
Young, the company armorer and ammo
truck driver for the 7th Recon Company,
was standing beside his truck taking a
break and one last smoke. As we came to
a halt beside his truck, Bill took a
last drag on his cigarette, put it out,
took a deep breath and climbed upon his
load of ammo.
I stood up in my jeep to receive the
first of three cases of .30 caliber
ammo. As I looked up to get the ammo I
was astounded to see Cpl. Young brightly
silhouetted by tracers, both red and
green, flying in both directions. He
passed me the other two cases and we
pulled out to make room for the next
jeep. In the time I was there, maybe
sixty to ninety seconds, the red and
green backdrop never let up and was
still going when we pulled out. There
was no hint of panic in Cpl. Young, nor
hesitation, just a quick and efficient
location and passing of the ammo.
In the fifty-three years since that
night, I have completed three tours of
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armed combat and walked with some first
class men of honor. But I have never
witnessed the absolutely cold, calm,
raw courage displayed by Cpl. William
J. Young, RA06249311 of Baltimore,
Maryland that February night so long
ago, nor for that matter the beauty of
the red and green back drop that
silhouetted his actions so vividly. To
the best of my knowledge, Cpl. Young
was never put in for a decoration for
his heroic actions that night. I, along
with other NCOs and officers of the
unit were remiss in our duties by not
recommending him for at least a Silver
Star, perhaps even the Medal of Honor.
Now in the twilight years of my life I
feel obligated to at least put the word
out to others who may remember and
understand. I’ll thank you in advance
for getting this in the Hourglass.
The newscaster Edward R. Morrow once
said that as long as one man remembers
you, you cannot die. You’re not dead
yet Bill Young!
Sincerely,
Bob McCargar
Saratoga, Wyoming 82331
o O o O o O o O o O o
June 10, 2004
Doug,
I was ecstatic when I opened the
Governor’s letter (see next page). I
wrote him June 3, 2003, a year, a long
year. I am absolutely thrilled that
progress is being made to honor those
579 boys who gave their lives and their
mothers who went to their graves with
broken hearts. Hardly anyone, other than
family, stops and thinks about the
anguish suffered by those mothers
everyday of their lives.
Now I can concentrate my feeble efforts
toward the removal of the Japanese
memorial.
Sincerely,
Bill Jones
o O o O o O o O o O o
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We Get Letters (cont.)
July 10, 2004

Dear Mr. Hoxsie,
I am writing to advise you that today I
received the items I ordered from you,
the Military Order of the Bayonet pin
and the 31st Infantry Regiment crest.
They arrived in a very timely manner
and were in perfect condition. Thank
you so much for your prompt attention.
I want to thank you also for the 7th
Division brass coin and Hourglass
insignia pin; they are very much
appreciated and will make a fine addition
to my rememberances of my father. I
hope that my project will serve not
only to honor his memory, but the service
of all veterans of the Bayonet Division
as well.
Sincerely
Aaron Hadley
2275 South 200 East, #4
Salt Lake City, UT 84115-2772
Tel: 801/485-3455
eMail: aaronhadley@comcast.net
o O o O o O o O o O o
8/11/1999
Dear Mr. Clayton,
On page 12 of the December 1998 issue
of the Hourglass there is an article
regarding the 48 th Field Artillery
Battalion and a story by Lt. Dan Spears.
I knew Lt. Spears and it was interesting
to read his name, which brought back
memories from so many years ago.
I was in the 48th F.A. in September 1951
and as Comm O worked with Forward
Observer Lt. Spears in the radio and
telephone communications field. In fact,
I dug up a picture of Dan (on the right)
along with Capt. Buckingham whom I
believe was “A” Battery CO. I might
mention that the picture on page 12,
although reversed, is of a 105mm
howitzer, not a 155 (picture not shown).
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Page 11 also has an interesting article
on the 7th Division radio/telephone call
signs. All began with the letter “B” as
the article says. The picture is of the
57th FA Bn call sign, “Brute”, in 1952,
from Norman Rasmussen, McHenry, IL. Our
(48th FA) call sign was Brassiere (picture
enclosed). We supported the 32nd Infantry
Regiment normally, but when they were
in reserve. The artillery would be
assigned to cover other units, including
ROK Infantry, and we moved around a
lot. Thus the slogan “We cover the entire
front.”

7th Infantry Division Band at 48th FA Bn area.

48th FA Bn 7th Inf. Div. Fire Direction Center sign in
Korea 1951.
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A Member Returns
In early October of this year we received a new member
application from Glen Burdick who belonged to the Association
back in 1947. With his application he sent a copy of his old
membership card and this photo of himself.

Capt. Buckingham (left) and Lt.
Spears in Korea 1951.

We have no idea when he “fell off” the roster but it has been a
long time. Our President, Gene Peeples, made sure he got his
old membership number back and sent him a special “welcome
back” note along with his reinstatement letter.

I also ran across another picture which
might be of interest, the 7th Division
Band entertaining the troops in the 48th
FA area during a lull. If you can’t use
these pictures, its OK. I understand
the limitations of space, picture
quality, etc..
Unfortunately I won’t be able to make
the reunion in Dayton. I am enclosing a
small sum to help with mailing and stuff.
Who puts the Hourglass together? They
certainly do a fine job. I enjoy it
very much.
Best regards,
Louis J. Appel
3330 Lake Bend Drive
Valley Park, MO 63088-2519
(Korea, 7th Division, 12 months 19511952)
Editor’s Note: The above letter was somehow overlooked way
back in 1999, but I am happy to include it in this issue.
o O o O o O o O o O o

Welcome back, Glen!

VA Sponsored Clinical Trials
Regularly updated information about specific federally and
privately supported clinical trials for a wide range of diseases
and conditions can be found on the Internet at
www.ClinicalTrials.gov.
A clinical trial (also clinical research) is a research study in human
volunteers to answer specific health questions. Interventional trials
determine whether experimental treatments or new ways of using
known therapies are safe and effective under controlled
environments. Observational trials address health issues in large
groups of people or populations in natural settings.
ClinicalTrials.gov currently contains approximately 12,000 clinical
studies sponsored by the National Institutes of Health, other
federal agencies, and private industry. Studies listed in the
database are conducted in all 50 States. Maybe you qualify to
participate in a study of one of your health concerns..
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An Old Soldiers
Boots
By Eileen Breedlove

What value can be placed on an old Soldiers boots
I heard the auctioneer say.
Will a bid be started for these old worn soles
That once trod in lands far away?
He said I know for a fact they were worn
By a Soldier that survived the war.
For a treasure of history what will the price be
That these combat boots will sell for?
The crowd looked stunned as tho at a loss
Where to start the bidding that day.
Watching a crippled old man with his head hung
As he stood in dim light by the doorway.
On a corner uptown with no place to go
I knew I had seen that man before.
Tired and worn living on the streets
That old Soldier was still fighting a war.
I knew without a doubt they belonged to him
Because the pain was showing on his face.
I walked up and put some money in the boot
And everything fell into place.
People came together at the auction that day
The compassion in others came alive.
Everyone walked by that old Soldiers boots
Dropping a bill or two inside.
The auctioneer picked up those boots
And returned them to the Soldier by the door.
He was crying out loud as he clutched those boots
That once again carried him through a war.
The value that can be placed on an old Soldiers boots
I heard the auctioneer say
Could never be placed on the life of another
Or the lesson we have all learned today.

A Letter from the Publisher
I took the unprecedented step of requesting a little space in this
issue because I wanted to show my appreciation to several
members of the Association. I take personal charge of bringing
The Hourglass to life twice a year, and I am proud of my
association with your Association. After reading the members’
letters, and taking a small part in helping Seekers find their long
lost buddies, I feel part of the 7th Infantry Division Association.
My company has had the honor of creating, publishing and
distributing The Hourglass since the atrocities of September
11th, 2001 forced the postponement of the Association
Reunion, scheduled for September 13 - 16, 2001. To get the
Reunion back on track, the membership needed to receive the
new schedules as soon as possible, and those unable to make
the new dates needed to know the refund procedure just as
quickly. So a Special Edition of The Hourglass needed to be
created and distributed in double-quick time.
Heroic efforts were extended by several members of the 7th
IDA, in particular then Executive Secretary Doug Halbert, to
ensure that members were impacted as little as possible by the
sudden change in plans. Doug was, at the time, producing each
issue of the Hourglass single handedly. He was the clearing house
for all the member submissions, as well as Editor, Layout Artist
and Printing & Distribution Coordinator. If ill health had not
slowed him down, he would, no doubt, still be doing it from his
home in Wailuku, Hawaii, and my company would not have
gained such a noble client as the 7th Infantry Division
Association.
Heroic efforts have also been provided by Dennis Camp who
was thrown in at the deep end of a very unfamiliar tank when
Doug’s health required that he give up the duties of Executive
Secretary and Editor. Coordinating the assembly of a multi-page
publication is not for the faint hearted, particularly when it has to
be done by eMail over the Internet, new territory for Dennis.
Despite the inevitable frustrations, he performed fearlessly under
the fire of fast approaching deadlines.
But unfortunately, Dennis’failing health has forced him, like Doug
before him, to give up the Editor’s quill. I valued very much his
fine eye for detail that ensured no comma was omitted and no
“t” was ever left uncrossed.
It has been an honor working with you Dennis, and I wish you
the very best for a long and healthy future.
Sincerely,
Frank S. Wadge
Publisher
GARP Custom Newsletter Service

Note: This poem earned the author the “Bronze
Helmet” Award of Excellence in May 2002.
Page 10
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The Quartermaster’s Store
http://www.7th-inf-div-assn.com

Caps
The official “bill cap” for the
Association. They come in red,
white or black with the “Hourglass”
logo on the front and one size fits
all. Please specify the color you want.
$11.00 each

Small Bolo Tie
Specify Silver or Gold end caps.
$12.00 each.

7th IDA Tie Bar
$9.00 each

Lapel Pin
$3.50 each

Crests
$7.00 each

Auto Decals
th

17 Infantry
Regiment

31st Infantry
Regiment

32nd Infantry
Regiment

Souvenir Brass Coin
th

7 Inf. Div. (Light), 1980’s & 90’s, 1½" diameter.
Illustration below shows the obverse and the reverse.
$3.00 each

4½" diameter
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00
2¾” diameter
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00

7th IDA Key Ring
$8.00 each

Dog Tag Key Ring
Brass Dog Tag Key Ring
$8.00 each
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Military Black Belt
Black belt with brass
military 7th Inf. Div. belt
buckle.
$14.00 each

Lapel Pins
The current 7th Inf.
Div. lapel pins. One is
worn on each side on
the lapel.
$3.50 each

Dress Hourglass Patch

Hat Pins

Black & Red
$4.00 each, 2 for $7.00

$3.50 each

Tee Shirts
With Logo (S, M, L, XL or
XXL)
$12.00

7th IDA Cloth Patch
$3.00 each

The cost of packing and shipping is included in the price.
Be sure to state any color choices and sizes in your
order. Make your check for the total cost of all items
payable to:
“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each

7th Infantry Division Association
Robert Hoxsie, Quartermaster
30 Mapleview Drive
Cranston, RI 02920-3110
Phone (401) 946-9967
Dear Dennis,
Enclosed is a picture of me for “The
Hourglass” Quartermaster section. I also
include a poem that I came across when
I was in Korea (see page 17).
Hope you’re feeling better.
Robert Hoxsie
th
7 IDA Quartermaster

Page 12
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Seekers Pages
7/27/04
Dear Editor,
One morning in July 1952, while serving in Korea with the 15th
AAA Battalion in support of the 7th Infantry Division I
discovered “Bambi” a deer fawn in front of my tent and
immediately started trying to find its mother. I could not find the
fawn’s mother. So there was nothing to do but learn how to take
care of the fawn. This story about the fawn was written up in the
“Stars and Stripes,” and was also picked up by some stateside
newspapers.
The first attempt to feed the fawn was trouble since all I had was
an eyedropper to feed it. The second effort was by several
members of the unit trying to feed the fawn, and they finally
came up with the idea of using a surgical glove and a Coca-Cola
bottle to feed the fawn. The coke bottle and surgical glove was
much better than the eyedropper. However the fawn had a habit
of “devouring” the fingers on the glove in its effort to get the
milk.
The third effort was the best, it happened when a lady in Jackson,
California read about “Bambi” and sent a package of baby bottle
nipples and “some kind of formula” with instructions on how to
mix it with black coffee and condensed milk, which was
unavailable on the front lines. At the time I did not think about
getting the lady’s name or address but did remember she was
from Jackson. I would like to know if she is still with us and
would like to write her. I would also like for her to know that the
fawn did grow up and was with me about five months.
The fawn stayed outside of our bunker and could come and go
as she pleased. The last time I saw her was in the fall of 1952
when we had to move. Some time later when I was able to get
back to the area I asked some GIs about the fawn and was told
that some soldiers had killed and eaten it.
I am writing because if this lady can be found, I want to convey
my sincere thanks to her, even 52 years later. If anyone knows
about this lady and the story about “Bambi” please contact me
at my address below.
Thanks,
Luciano Cascio
288 Hammond Hill Roar
Dover Plains, NY 12522
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

May 20, 2004
Mr. Halbert,
I have lost information on the book “Outpost Pork Chop”. I
want to know how I can get a copy. My battalion – 3rd of the
32nd Regiment was probably the last one up there.
Ten years ago on a trip to Hawaii, I found the name George
Kree in the phone book. He and I were on OP for a short time
– but he wanted to go back to a rifle company for more rank.
Once on a patrol, they encountered a Chinese patrol and
repelled them. George’s grandfather taught him some Chinese
and he understood they were going to regroup and attack from
the rear. George told the patrol leader and all automatic weapons
were repositioned at the rear; a very successful mission.
I am living about 30 miles west of Green Bay. Dairy herds are
getting bigger but fewer in actual number. Corn and soybeans
are grown for cash. Also, cabbage is grown for kraut. Two
local kraut factories process 75,000 ton every year. Deer and
wild turkeys also abound.
Enough of bending your ear.
Sincerely,
John Oberstadt
Shiocton, WI
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
August 16, 2004
Dear Sir;
I have just recently been notified of this address and would like
to ask your assistance in locating my brother listed as MIA.
Corporal Robert M. Henry, Service Number 51195529, was
a member of Co. I, 3rd Bn , 32nd Inf. Reg. 7th Inf. Div.. He was
listed as Missing in Action while fighting the enemy in North
Korea on July 11, 1953. He was presumed dead on July 12,
1954.
His date of birth was April 12, 1932, place of birth Masonville,
New York. Home town was Blodgett Mills, New York, Cortland
County. He entered the U.S. Army: October 23, 1952. His
place of death is stated as Korea, Pork Chop Hill, as a Machine
Gunner serving on the front lines of battle in the telegram signed
by Maj. Gen. W. E. Burgett.
Your assistance in this very important and personal matter would
be greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Patricia A. (Henry) Arnold
271 Whetstone Drive
Barren Springs, VA 24313
eMail: <parnold@psknet.com>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
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March 26, 2004
Dear Doug,
Seems like the only time I contact you is if I need something. I
have tried to gain info on the website and get foiled when it asks
for my password. I cannot remember ever getting one and my
request is WHAT IS MY PASSWORD?
Also sometime last year I did send in a picture of my brother
and I, taken in Korea, when we met over there in 1951. It was
sent to the Indiana address along with a request to return the
picture. It has never appeared on the website or in the newsletter,
and thus seems to have disappeared. If at all possible, would
you use your influence to track it down or see that it does reach
the sites. If unable to find it I do have another copy and will send
it on to you.
Thanks in advance for your help.
Sincerely yours,
Roy Drago
P. O. Box 533
Boardman, OR 97818-0533
Note:
Roy was sent his user name and password by return
eMail.

Soldiers (left to right) in the picture are from the 7th
Medical Battalion; SFC Everette (Eddie) Arnold, Sgt.
Roy Drago, and M/Sgt. Dick Hebert. The picture was
made in the summer 1951 somewhere in North Korea.
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
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The Drago Brothers, Jack (left) and Roy, or as they may be
known “The Killers”, in Chunchon, Korea on June 26, 1951.
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
To: Doug Halbert
From : “Leon Mruczkowski”
<winski@bigpond.net.au>
Subject : Pork Chop Hill
Date : Sun, 26 Sep 2004 16:41:54

I am looking for people from 7-10 July 1953, Battle for Pork
Chop Hill. Mainly people who knew about Tanks M4A3E8
Shermans that did fight the battle and got no Credit. The book
on “Hallowed Ground” by Bill McWilliams had the tanks in
the valley as Russian T-34’s but they where US Army M-4s
from Tank Co., 17th Inf. Reg. I was there in the valley. There
were no Russian or Chinese tanks anywhere near Pork Chop
Hill. ASK ANY TANKER!
Also, I am really looking for four infantry guys I bought back
from Pork Chop on the back of my tank. One of guys lost a
foot. I dropped them off at the aid station at Charlie Cut. Just
want to know they made it home O.K.
Regards,
Leon Mruczkowski
CW2 US ARMY (Retired)
24 Pioneer Cove
Busselton 6280
Western Australia, Australia
eMail: <winski@bigpond.net.au>
Editor’s Note: A copy of Leon’s eMail was forwarded to
Bill McWilliams and the following was his initial
response. We look forward to the additional knowledge
that any of you readers might be able to provide.
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Doug,
Thanks kindly for taking the time to forward the eMail. I’ll contact
Mr. Mruczkowski directly and point him to a number of facts,
including photographs the work contains. Don’t believe he’s read
the book. He was probably given some erroneous information
he is reacting to.
Am continuing to periodically be contacted by Pork Chop
veterans whom I wished I’d been able to interview before the
manuscript went to the publisher. They wouldn’t have changed
the overall direction the history of the battle took the work, but
certainly would have enriched the individual stories which were
its heart, while filling in some absent detail concerning various
events during the battle - such as what really happened during
some of the counterattacks.
A most recent case in point involves Item Company, 3d
Battalion, 17th Regiment, one of only one or two companies
from which I was unable to locate a former member to interview.
Just sent a five piece series of articles off to the small town,
Elko, Nevada newspaper, the “Elko Daily Free Press,” telling
a now pretty complete story of Item’s counterattack on 9 July
1953. Hope it’s printed leading into Veterans’ Day.
After the book was published I got curious as to whether anyone
from Nevada might be on the casualty list, and found two, one
KIA and one WIA. The KIA was a young 18-year old Western
Shoshone Indian from the Duck Valley Reservation north of
Elko. Through the assistance of Byron Sims, who incidentally,
was a driver in one of the 7th Division medical companies, I
located Pvt Gerald B. Whiterock’s family, interviewed his sole
surviving sibling, and only sister, Pauline. Then with Fred
Kamaka’s help I was able to locate and interview by phone
three members of Gerald’s platoon, including the platoon leader,
and a former squad leader. Although they weren’t with Gerald
when he was killed, they did, through interviews, enable me to
piece together what happened, and the last hours of Gerald’s
life.
Again, thanks for the forward. It’s great to hear from you. Hope
all is well with you and your family.
Respectfully,
Bill
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

STOP PRESS!!
This just in....follow-up from Bill
McWilliams.
Doug,
Regarding your 17 October eMail to me about the gentleman in
Australia, Mr. Leon Mruczkowski, who was in the 17th
Regiment Tank Company, I did contact him directly and we
exchanged several eMails. Obtained some fascinating insights
from him, and provided him some information which hopefully
explained and resolved some perceptions he had developed
about “On Hallowed Ground.”
Again, thanks for the note. Hope all is well with you and your
family.
Do you know Fred Kamaka? He lives in Honolulu and his
family owns the Kamaka Ukelele Company. He is extremely
active in trying to help recover and identify the remains of 112
Americans never recovered from Pork Chop Hill following the
July battle. He was the executive officer of Charlie Company,
17th Regiment during that battle. Wonderful man, fine gentleman.
Respectfully,
Bill McWilliams
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

Dull Brass
Quotes taken from actual Officer Efficiency Reports, the
performance appraisals for military officers.
“Got into the gene pool while the lifeguard wasn’t watching.”
“A photographic memory but with the lens cover glued on.”
“A prime candidate for natural deselection.”
“Bright as Alaska in December.”
“He’s so dense, light bends around him.”
“If brains were taxed, he’d get a rebate.”
“If you give him a penny for his thoughts, you’d get change.”
“It takes him an hour and a half to watch ‘60 Minutes’.”
“The wheel’s turning, but the hamster’s dead.”
“If you stand close enough to him, you can hear the ocean.”
“Like a 6-pack without the plastic thingy to hold it all together.”
“A gross ignoramus - 144 times worse than an ordinary
ignoramus.”
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Our Organization is on the Brink of Dissolution!
By Roster Manager, Doug Halbert.

In 1997 Max Clayton, then President, asked me to serve as
the Executive Secretary for the Association. The Board of
Governors concurred with his recommendation and I was
installed in the position. My term was to be four years. In 2001
I advised the Board of Governors that I would not be seeking
re-appointment to the position. I agreed to continue the
maintenance of the roster until a replacement could be found.
It is now the fall of 2004 and I am still maintaining the roster,
transmitting dues to the Treasurer, preparing membership cards,
preparing “welcome letters” and sending them to the
Quartermaster for inclusion in the new member kit, preparing
mailing labels for the new member kits, sending membership
renewal letters and updated membership cards to those who
pay their continuation dues, maintaining the “final taps” roster,
sending condolence cards to the families of the deceased, remailing the Hourglass to those who forget to tell the Association
they have moved, preparing the “new member list for the
Hourglass, preparing the mailing list for distribution of the
Hourglass and collaborating on the production of the Hourglass.
If that sounds like I am still doing the Executive Secretary’s job,
you are right! Go to the head of the class.

dump on one volunteer but that seems to be what is happening.
So where do we go from here? For me, I will bring all the
Association files I have to the reunion. They will be delivered to
the Board of Governors and it will be up to them to determine
the next step. As offering to stay on until a replacement could be
found did not work, I only offer to turn over all Association
documentation and files to the Board of Governors in September
2005.
As I see it, there are only three options. A new Executive
Secretary will be appointed from the membership rolls. A
contract with a professional association management organization
will be entered into by the Board of Governors. Should the latter
approach be taken it will surely result in an increase of the biennial
dues. The third option would be to shut the organization down.
I do not like the thought of the third option but if none of the
members want to contribute their time to the continuance of the
organization, then so be it.

Treasurer’s Report
April 1, 2004 – September 30, 2004
Check book balance on March 31, 2004 ....... $19,723.40

For three years I have been asking for a member to volunteer
for this job. The Board of Governors has authorized a $500.00
per year honorarium so the job is not without compensation.
Does it take time from my day? Certainly! I would estimate that
I spend 10 hours a week on these duties. Sometimes I do it all in
one day and other times I do a little bit each day. When the
biennial membership renewal comes around in July of the odd
year there is some full time work to be done for about two months.
We have 1,450 members whose payments must be received,
recorded and transmitted to the Treasurer. Then renewal letters
and updated membership cards must be produced and
distributed.

Expenditures:
Reunion site selection & travel ............................. $158.46
Quartermaster expenses ...................................... $496.06
Misc. Phone, Postage, etc. .................................. $367.05
Balance on Spring Hourglass expense ................. $243.78
Total expenditures ............................................ $1,265.53
Difference is .................................................. $18,457.87

There are some things that are not getting the attention they
deserve. Our web site is marginal because it is not being
maintained. The job of setting up and managing the 2005 reunion
in Atlanta has fallen on the shoulders of the President because
he can’t get anybody to help him. The logistics for the reunion
such as receiving the member’s registration forms, payments,
preparing the event tickets, preparing the name tags, arranging
for tours and compiling the reunion registration package are
currently in the President’s lap. That is an awful lot of work to

Income:
Current savings account balance ..................... $24,252.28
Total of all funds ......................................... $44,654.55
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Income:
Total deposits for the period ............................. $1,944.40
Check book balance September 30, 2004 ..... $20,402.27

Jim DeCarlo, Treasurer
22 River Park Circle
Saint Albans, WV 25177
Phone: (304) 727-5696
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My Most Memorable Day

Poems from a Military View

Korea, September 8, 1945

Bob Hoxsie our Quartermaster submitted the following poem,
written “by a campfire in Korea”.

By John Bliss, JR.
At the end of June ’45 we were cleaning up the battlefield of the
last pocket of Jap holdouts and trying to get used to the idea
that the battle was over. The change in outlook and thinking
came hard, and despite our relief, we knew that the 27th
Division was still routing out and killing the last of them in the
northern part of the island of Okinawa.

The Forgotten
Author Unknown
Lost in the middle of nowhere
Korea is the spot
We are bound to serve our tour
In the land that the Lord forgot.

Our 2nd Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment, was set up in
company streets, with lined up squad tents. We started a period
of rest, eating some decent food, getting a shower if the company
was on the schedule and were trying daily to make ourselves
more comfortable while catching up on sending and receiving
letters from home. After several weeks all of us wondered when
the orders from Army would come down to all units to begin
training for the “big one,” the attack on the Japanese mainland.

Down in the rice paddies and mountains
Down where a man gets blue
Down in the middle of nowhere
A million miles from you.
You sweat, you freeze, you shiver
It’s more than a man can stand
We’re not a bunch of convicts
We’re defenders of our land.

We all knew that Okinawa had been the “big one” to date in the
Pacific War but the attack on the mainland was dreaded by all.
The Atomic Bomb was dropped on Hiroshima followed by the
second one, a few days later, on Nagasaki … the war was
over! We’d be going home in a few days, weeks – any way,
soon. It didn’t happen that way.

Earning our Monthly pay
Guarding people with millions
For two and a half a day

The word from Division Headquarters came down that the
7th Division had been selected to occupy South Korea from
the Japanese Army. Soviet Forces were advancing from
Manchuria into North Korea and would meet us at the 38th
Parallel!

Living here in Memories
Waiting to see our Gals
Hoping while we are away
They haven’t married our Pals.
Few people knew we exist
And few give a damn
Although we seem forgotten
We belong to Uncle Sam.

For the next few weeks of activity as we were issued new
fatigues, new equipment and weapons, classes in South Korean
with handy little booklets for all, deportment and fraternization
lectures. And finally on Sep. 5, 1945, we were loaded onto our
convoy of Navy transports.

When we get to Heaven
St. Peter will surely yell
“Here comes the boys from Korea
They’ve served their time in Hell.”

On Sept. 8 we arrived in Inchon Harbor. Due to the high tides
in the harbor (similar to the Bay of Fundy) we had to wait for
the Navy to determine the limited time when we could arrive at
the half-mile long Inchon dock. At the order we went over the
side and down the cargo nets into the landing craft (LCIs). Our

Headquarters Company
2nd Battalion 17th Inf. Regt.
APO 7

Continued on Page 20.
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procedures for veterans, retirees, and next-of-kin.

New Korea Medal
From Jack Edwards.
The Defense Department has announced the creation of the
Korean Defense Service Medal (KDSM). The KDSM is a
service medal to give special recognition for the sacrifices and
contributions made by members of the U.S. armed forces who
have served or are serving in the Republic of Korea. Public
Law 107-314 legislated the creation of a new medal to recognize
military service in the Republic of Korea and the surrounding
waters. Members of the armed forces authorized the KDSM
must have served in support of the defense of the Republic of
Korea. The area of eligibility encompasses all land area of the
Republic of Korea, and the contiguous water out to 12 nautical
miles, and all air spaces above the land and water areas. The
KDSM period of eligibility is July 28, 1954, to a future date to
be determined by the secretary of defense.
Service members must have been assigned, attached, or
mobilized to units operating in the area of eligibility and have
been physically deployed in the area of eligibility for 30
consecutive or 60 non-consecutive days or meet one of the
following criteria:
1. Be engaged in actual combat during an armed engagement,
regardless of the time in the area of eligibility.
2. Is wounded or injured in the line of duty and requires medical
evacuation from the area of eligibility.
3. While participating as a regularly assigned air crewmember
flying sorties into, out of, within, or over the area of eligibility in
support of military operations. Each day that one or more sorties
are flown in accordance with these criteria shall count as one
day toward the 30 or 60-day requirement.
Personnel who serve in operations and exercises conducted in
the area of eligibility are considered eligible for the award as
long as the basic time criteria is met. Due to the extensive time
period for KDSM eligibility, the nonconsecutive service period
for eligibility remains cumulative throughout the entire period.
The KDSM may be awarded posthumously, and only one award
of the KDSM is authorized for any individual. Each military
department will prescribe appropriate regulations for
administrative processing, awarding and wearing of the KDSM
and ribbon for their service members, to include application
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More than 40,000 members of the U.S. armed forces have
served in the Republic of Korea or the waters adjacent thereto
each year since the signing of the cease-fire agreement in July
1953, which established the Demilitarized Zone. For more than
50 years, U.S. Armed Forces’ efforts to deter and defend the
Korean Peninsula have helped maintain democracy and preserve
the indomitable spirit of freedom.

Description and Symbolism
The Korea Defense Service Medal
was designed by John Sproston of
the Army’s Institute of Heraldry.
Obverse
In the center of a bronze disc, a “circle
dragon” surrounded by the words
”KOREA DEFENSE SERVICE
MEDAL”. At the bottom of the medal,
and following its lower contour, are a
spray of laurel on the left and a spray
of bamboo on the right, joined at the
center. The four-clawed dragon is a
traditional symbol of Korea and
represents intelligence and strength of
purpose. The laurel denotes honorable
endeavor and victory, and the bamboo alludes to Asia.
Reverse
In the center of the medal a representation of the land mass of
Korea is surmounted by two swords, points up, saltirewise
(crossed). The central theme is surrounded by a circlet with five
inward points. The swords signify defense of freedom in Korea
and the readiness to engage in combat towards that end. The
circlet enclosing the central theme recalls the forms of five-petal
symbols common in Korean armory.
Ribbon
The ribbon is a field of dark green bisected in the center by a
stripe of dark blue. There are white and gold pinstripes to either
side of the dark blue, but separated from it by dark green. The
white and gold pinstripes are themselves separated by dark green.
The dark green represents the land of Korea; the blue indicates
overseas service and commitment to achieving peace. The gold
denotes excellence, and the white stands for idealism and integrity.
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“Tomb of the Unknowns” Facts
There is much more to the guarding the Tomb
of the Unknowns at the Arlington National
Cemetery than may meet the casual
observer’s eye.
About the guard.
For a person to apply for guard duty at the
tomb, he must be between 5' 10" and 6' 2"
tall and his waist size cannot exceed 30. They
must commit 2 years of their life to guarding the tomb, live in a
barracks under the tomb, and cannot drink any alcohol on or off
duty, or swear in public for the rest of their lives.

The rifle is carried on the shoulder away from
the tomb. After his march across the path,
he executes an about face, hesitates 21
seconds, and moves the rifle to the outside
shoulder. His gloves are moistened to prevent
him ever losing his grip on the rifle. The shoes
are specially made with very thick soles to
keep the heat and cold from their feet, and
metal heel plates that extend to the top of the
shoe in order to make the loud click as they come to a halt.
Guards are changed every thirty minutes, twenty-four hours a
day, 365 days a year.

After two years, the guard is given a wreath pin that is worn on
their lapel signifying they served as guard of the tomb. There are
only 400 presently worn. The guard may not disgrace the uniform
or the tomb in any way, and must obey these rules for the rest of
their lives or give up the wreath pin.
About the preparation.
Every guard spends five hours a day getting his uniforms ready
for guard duty, then dresses for duty in front of a full-length mirror.
For the first six months of duty he cannot talk to anyone, nor
watch TV.
All off duty time is spent studying the 175 notable people laid to
rest in Arlington National Cemetery. A guard must memorize
who they are and where they are interred. Among the notables
are President Taft, boxer Joe E. Lewis and Medal of Honor
winner Audie
Murphy, the
most decorated
soldier
of
WWII.
About
the
guarding.
The guard takes
21 steps during
his walk across the Tomb of the Unknowns. He then hesitates
21 seconds after his about face to begin his return walk This
alludes to the twenty-one gun salute, the highest honor given any
military or foreign dignitary.

ETERNAL REST GRANT THEM O LORD,
AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE UPON THEM.
About their dedication.
In 2003 as Hurricane Isabelle was approaching Washington,
DC, our US Senate/House took 2 days off with anticipation of
the storm. On the ABC evening news, it was reported that
because of the dangers from the hurricane, the military members
assigned the duty of guarding the Tomb of the Unknowns were
given permission to suspend the assignment. They respectfully
declined the offer, “No way, Sir!”
Soaked to the skin, marching in the pelting rain of a tropical
storm, they said that guarding the Tomb was not just an
assignment, it was the highest honor that can be afforded to a
serviceperson.

The tomb has been patrolled
continuously, 24/7, since 1930.
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7th IDA Governing Council
Officers
Name

Office

Term

F. E. (Gene) Peeples
Preston McGlothren
Maurice Reeves
Ron Levendowski
Needed ASAP
Jim DeCarlo*
Robert C. Hoxsie*

President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
3rd Vice President
Executive Secretary
Treasurer
Quartermaster

2003-2007
2003-2007
2003-2007
2003-2007
4 years
1999-2005
2001-2005

Governors:
Moises Alonzo
Alexander Bravo
Dennis W. Camp
Clyde Carlisle*
Bernice Crain*
Roy Dunklebarger*
Don Filardo
Levi O. “Rabbit” Haire
Charles D. Iden
S. K. (Ken) Maxwell*

2003-2009
2003-2009
2001-2007
1999-2005
1999-2005
1999-2005
2001-2007
2001-2007
2003-2009
1999-2005

*The terms of two Officers (DeCarlo and Hoxsie) and four Governors (Carlisle, Crain, Dunklebarger, and Maxwell)
are scheduled to expire at the 7th IDA 2005 Reunion. Hopefully they will seek re-election. However, some of these, or other
Officers and or Governors, may not wish to serve again. If you desire to run for one of these positions, then please let our
President know as indicated in the “Comments from your President” column.
“Memorable Day” Continued from Page 17.
nd

th

2 Battalion, 17 Infantry, was to be the first to land, our F
Company to be the first unit. On signal our LCIs stopped circling
and made for the dock about a half mile away.
The first thing that surprised us, and of which we had not been
told, was a that the Japanese Army would also be on the dock.
Half way down and lined up every 10 yards on both sides of the
dock was a fully uniformed Japanese soldier with his bayoneted
rifle standing at “parade rest” with their backs to us and facing
the water. Further up on the dock on the main road was a
Japanese officer also fully uniformed and armed on horseback
and also facing away from us. It was truly a shock as every man
in the company had fought through the Okinawa campaign and
had never seen a Japanese soldier of officer in a full clean uniform.
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We were amazed and a lot of muttering and swearing started
which had to be stopped with several loud commands.
An American officer guide came to meet us and told us to line
up on both sides of the dock and road and go about a mile up to
an open former park area where we would take a break.
We started up the road, which appeared to be the main road
into the city and immediately started passing narrow residential
cross roads on either side of out route. After passing a few streets
we noticed men lying in the streets whom we thought were
drunks, but after a few more were seen, I told one of my squad
leaders to check it out while we continued our march.
He came running back to me and said, “They have cut their
heads off.” The word passed along fast and the swearing became
Continued on Page 31.
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Pictures from the Attic
These "photos from the dusty box in the attic" were sent in by
members with no accompanying story. Maybe you know some
of the people in the pictures. If you can fill in any blanks where
the question marks are, please let us know, and we’ll be glad to
publish your comments.

From Jack Dieterle.

Kneeling from the left: -?-, Joe the barber, -?- .
Standing from the left: -?-, -?-, Larry Call, John
Moriarity, -?-, -?- .

From Eugene Bowman.
Kneeling from the left: Hunnycut; Joe White. Standing
from the left: John Moriarity, -?-, Jack Dieterle, -?-,
Dick Morr.

Jack Dieterle standing next to
his jeep in the winter of 1951.

Monroe E. Paddig in front
of tent on a snowy day in
the winter of 1951.

The crew of the 4th Section, A Battery, 31st FA Bn. on
Okinawa in 1945. Charles Cowie, Laney Runyon,
Lualter Schultz, Richard (Burrowin) Burrin, John
Daley, Forrest Barry, Art Liesinski (Decsd), Wayne
Smith, Jack Riggs, Eugene Bowman, Capt. Robert
Howe (Decsd).
NOTE: There are only eight people in the photograph but Gene
listed eleven!
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Chaplain’s Comments
“GOD BLESS AMERICA”
I welcome this opportunity to share with the members of the 7th Infantry Division
Association as the Division Chaplain. I have been assigned to the division for the
last 14 months and feel honored to serve with the current soldiers of the division and
be associated with the courageous soldiers who have served our nation as members
of the 7th Infantry Division.
th

All of us, related to each other through our service in the 7 Infantry Division, feel
our emotions grow inside of our hearts when we hear the song “God Bless America”.
Our service to our nation has given us a strong desire that God will really bless our
nation. When we sing that song it is almost as if we are asking God to give us His
presence, protection and direction. We are asking for His blessing because we are
in need of His blessings right now.
In the song, there is a phrase that asks God to, “Stand beside her and guide her
though the night with the light from above.” The word “night” is referring to a
period of gloom brought about by extreme trouble. The trouble was caused by our
nation’s involvement in World War II. The darkness was the trouble of the war and
the request for God to bestow peace and victory upon our great land.
Today, as in World War II, we are a nation at war. Therefore, just as the nation
turned to God in prayer then, all of us need to be people of prayer now. Asking God
to bless us with his light and victory as we are fighting against the evil forces of
terrorism.
Today in Iraq we have the 39th Brigade Combat Team (BCT) of the 7th Infantry
Division fighting along side all of the other combat soldiers and needing the blessings
of God upon them and their family members during this hour of darkness. I want to
encourage you, as members of the great 7th Infantry Division to remember to pray
for the soldiers of the 39th BCT as well as the rest of our soldiers who are fighting in
this war.
The power of prayer brings victory in the time of war. Prayer brings help in times of
trouble. Prayer gives us strength when we are struggling. Prayer brings peace to
troubled people. Prayer brings the blessings of God upon a nation. Prayer is what
our nation, our soldiers and our families need right now.
Let me encourage you to pray for God to bless America. We need his blessings
right now upon our nation. Remember to pray for our soldiers and their families and
let’s see the blessings God pours out on us as He continues to bless us as a nation.
Donald G. McConnaughhay
CH (LTC) Chaplain U.S. Army
7th Infantry Division Chaplain.
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Your Survivor
Benefit Plan (SBP)
Remember - you are responsible for
updating your retired pay information at
DFAS-CL within one year of the event if
you marry, remarry, have a child, are
widowed or divorced and need to make
or update a SBP election.
To update your information if in receipt
of or entitled to retired pay, mail to:
Defense Finance and Accounting
Service; U.S. Military Retired Pay; P.O.
Box 7130; London, KY 40742-7130;
Tel:
Fax:

(800) 321-1080 or
(216) 522-5955
(800) 469-6550.

To update your information if in receipt
of or entitled to SBP/RSFPP annuity,
mail to: Defense Finance and Accounting
Service; U.S. Military Annuity Pay; P.O.
Box 7131; London, KY 40742-7131.
Tel:
Fax:

(800) 321-1080 or
(216) 522-5955
(800) 982-8459.

To update your information if a retired
reservist not yet 60, mail to: U.S. Army
Human Resources Command; ATTN:
AHRC-PSP-A; 1 Reserve Way; St.
Louis, MO 63132-5200
Tel: (800) 325-2660 or
(314) 592-0554
Fax: (314)592-0582
Attn: TLM9V49
From Issue 1, Volume XLVIII, Jan-Apr.
2004 of the “ARMY ECHOES”

The “Paid Up” Provision
The SBP “paid up” provision which allows
retirees to stop paying SBP premiums after
30 years of premium payments and
reaching age 70 goes into effect October
1, 2008.
[Source: “Army Echoes” Jan/Apr. 2004]
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New Member List
Organization
Name
Address
10th Cavalry (Air)
Kincade, Christopher L. 3707 Old Brownsboro Rd.
127th Signal Battalion
Conti, Nicholas
4000 N. Charles St.
13th Engineer Battalion [C]
Taran, Gleb O.
PO Box 9563
Speer, Carl H.
13084 E. Yucca St.
17th Infantry Regiment
Tahara, Thomas T.
949 Hahaione St.
Sudik, Ricky A.
1812 E. Verde Pl.
Wasylik, John
3420 Galloway Rd.
Reese Jr., Eugene
255 Niagara Ave.
Geier, John G.
35 Arpad St.
Narra, Robert M.
705 Puuhale Rd.
31st Infantry Regiment
Enos, Norbert K.
2127-A Pauoa Rd.
Higa, David E.
4455 Alakoa St.
nd
th
32 Inf. Reg. & 7 MP Co.
Stokes, Charles H.
1414 Edgewood Ct.
nd
32 Infantry Regiment
Yasutake, Francis H.
1728 Ala Amoamo St.
Malcom, Robert A.
28 Warren St.
Henry, Robert M.
c/o Lawrence G. Henry, 3522 US Rt. 11
O’Hara, Garrett M.
1283 SW Washburn Ave.
Peters, Donald M.
4 Lanai Dr.
39th Separate Infantry Brigade
Mann, Travis D.
MAJ.Mann(39BCT/1CAV), BDE Staff/HHC
3rd Brigade
Hall, Stephen W.
2100 So. 16th St.
st
41 Separate Infantry Brigade
Park, Johnthon L.
61935 Double Eagle Rd.
th
76 Field Artillery Battalion
Stengel, John H.
712 Griggs St. SW
th
7 Signal Co.
Dequaine, Marvin J.
E6145 Cty Hwy K
th
9 Infantry Regiment
Friday, James R.
800 Radnor St., Apt J1A
Division Headquarters
Burdick, Glen L.
1939 W. Martino Ave.

City, State, ZIP

Phone

Co/Batt

Louisville, KY 40241

(502) 426-1641

2nd Recon Co

Baltimore, MD 21218

(443) 250-1431

C Co

Arlington, VA 22219
Scottsdale, AZ 85259

(703) 255-6532
(480) 451-7289

A Co
D Co

Honolulu, HI 96825
Anaheim, CA 92805
Sandusky, OH 44870
Dayton, OH 45405
Hicksville, NY 11801
Honolulu, HI 96819

(808) 395-8106
(714) 772-0447
(419) 625-4558
(937) 275-0115
(516) 935-6649
(808) 845-0148

F Co
HHC Co
H Co
B Co
I Co
B & C Co

Honolulu, HI 96813
Honolulu, HI 96821

(808) 741-1936
(808) 735-7155

B Co
I Co

Monroeville, AL 36460

(251) 765-3073

E Co

Honolulu, HI 96819
Laconia, NH 03246

(808) 839-5288
(603) 528-2527

Hvy Mortar Co
HHC Co

McGraw, NY 13101
Topeka, KS 66604
Rochester, NH 03867

(276) 766-3545
(785) 584-1651
(603) 332-7230

I Co
HHC Co
HQ Co

Camp Taji APO, AE 09313

HHQ Co

Richmond, IN 47374

(765) 966-5501

Coos Bay, OR 97420

(541) 266-9955

Grand Rapids, MI 49503

(616) 243-7174

HQ Batt

Algoma, WI 54201

(920) 487-2248

Signal Co

Wayne, PA 19087

(610) 964-8416

HHC & C Co

Tulare, CA 93274

(559) 686-4335

HQ Co

Total New Members as of 11/08/2004 = 25
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RESOLUTION

W
W
W
N
S

HEREAS Sergeant Charles Robert Jenkins is alleged to have absented himself from
his assigned duties while on patrol in the demilitarized zone separating South and
North Korea on January 5, 1965, leaving a note addressed to his mother stating, “ I
am going to North Korea, ”and

Resolution

HEREAS Sergeant Charles Robert Jenkins appears to have made no effort to return
to the United States in the almost 40 years since that time, and
HEREAS Sergeant Charles Robert Jenkins appears to have voluntarily supported
anti-American activities while residing in North Korea including propaganda
broadcasts directed over the DMZ at our troops and appeared in anti-American

films,

OW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the entire membership of Maui No Ka
Oi Chapter 282 of the Korean War Veterans Association does respectfully ask the
Army of the United States to promptly bring Sergeant Charles Robert Jenkins to a
military trial and that there be no consideration of clemency without a trial.
O stated and subscribed to this 15th day of September 2004.

William Barrozo
Ray Benarao
Bobby W. Bible
William K. Choy
Gilbert Correa
Abel S. Cravalho
Jo K. Davidson
Douglas J. Halbert
Gary Hashimoto
Minoru Igarashi
Kiyoshi Ishikawa
Moses K. Kahalekulu
Carl K. Kaiama
Harold Kametani
John Kawaiaea
Akira Kiyabu

Thomas Kunishige
William Long
Boogie Lu'uwai
Ted G. Mann
George Matsunaga
Alexander Miguel
Richard Miyamoto
Hiroshi Mizoguchi
Warren T. Nishida
Walter Ogasawara
Clarence M. Okamura
Clarence Y. Osako
Edward K. Oshita
Richard Ouchi
Joseph Pagan
Joe Pontanilla

Anthony Rocha
Stanley E. Rodrigues
Tommy M. Sato
Toshio Seki
Henry Shimomura
Al S. Spenser, Jr.
Michael Suda
Donald Tam Ho
Gerald Tavares
Richard Tavares
Raymond Tendo
Shiro Toba
Royal Vida
Eugene Wolfbauer
Paul K. Wong

This just in....
I have just learned that Mr. Jenkins entered into a plea bargain. He pled guilty. He was sentenced to reduction in rank to
private, forfeiture of all pay and benefits, a dishonorable discharge, and 30 days in the stockade. Those of us who signed this
Resolution accept the decision of the military court, and feel that justice has been served.
Doug Halbert
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Armed Forces Retirement Home
The Mission of the Armed Forces Retirement Home is to fulfill
our Nation’s commitment to provide care through a
comprehensive range of services for America’s Armed Forces
Veterans. We support our residents’ independence, dignity,
distinction, heritage, and future of continued life-enriching
experiences. Together, the AFRH family of residents and staff
create a place of caring and continual learning. We are committed
to providing the best housing and support services possible and
creating a true community of accomplished, independent
residents, who are free to explore their talents, pursue their
interests, and follow their dreams.
Residency fees for AFRH are 35% of income and the fees are
capped at each campus. Since the fee is a percentage of income,
it is affordable to all, and the one low fee covers not only living
quarters, but also three full meals per day, including special dietary
needs, wonderful recreation facilities and program, from bowling
and ceramics to a 9-hole golf course on the Washington campus
& covered swimming pool on the Gulfport campus, bus trips to
local and regional attractions such as museums, theaters, sporting
events, shopping and sightseeing.
Dormitories are available for independent living which provides
each resident with a private room with a private bath and shower
in Washington and private room in Gulfport.
There are state-of-the-art health care facilities with top rated
primary medical care and direct entry to the world class health
care at Walter Reed Army Medical Center and the VA Medical
Center located in Washington, DC and Kessler AFB located in
Gulfport, MS area.

Residency at the AFRH is open to veterans from the armed
services whose active-duty service was at least 50 percent
enlisted, warrant officer or limited-duty officer and who meet at
least one of the following criteria:
♦ Retirees with 20 or more years of active-duty service who
are at least 60 years old
♦ Veterans who are unable to earn a livelihood due to a serviceconnected disability
♦ Veterans who are unable to earn a livelihood due to a nonservice-connected disability, and who served in a war theater or
received hostile fire pay
♦ Women who served prior to 1948 in certain components
that supported the military services
As great a benefit as this is, we are finding that many people
don’t know about our community. We ask your help in
communicating information about this benefit during your next
reunion event. Please call us toll free at (800) 422-9988 or eMail
me at <admissions@afrh.gov> if you have any questions or need
additional copies of the brochure or trifold. We have a caring,
friendly staff just waiting to provide additional information and
assist those who are interested.
Sincerely,
Sheila R. Abarr
Public Affairs Specialist/Marketing
Armed Forces Retirement Home
3700 North Capitol Street, NW
Washington, DC 20011-8400
Tel: (202) 730-3043
eMail <Sheila.Abarr@afrh.gov>

Thinking Towards the Inevitable
As we approach our later years, many of us neglect to consider
the impact on those we leave behind when we depart for the
world beyond. Full knowledge of your wishes, and the location
of all important documents will surely ease the burden of those
attending to your affairs.
On pages 27 and 28 you will find forms that document all of
your important personal information — information that your
family members, or friends, will surely need when making your
final arrangements. The forms are positioned so you can easily

remove the single page and start filling in the information. When
they are complete, make copies and send them, sealed until your
death, if you wish, to those entrusted with looking after your
affairs.
As you know, when a person passes on there are many chores
to be attended to. Be assured that your family and friends will
be eternally grateful if you just take the time now to fill out these
two simple pages of information.
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Editor’s Note

Recruiting Honor Roll
The following were responsible for recruiting at least one New
Member since our last issue. If your name is not here - and
many are not - why not?
Web site
Don Foltz
Gene Peeples
Doug Halbert
Raymond G. Peterson
L. O. “Rabbit” Haire
Frank J. White

Total

9
5
4
4
1
1
1

25

New Boosters Since Last Spring
The following list of 12 people picked up the baton and ran with
it, so to speak. Even though we do not yet have an “official”
booster club, these 12 people saw fit to send a voluntary
contribution to the association to enhance our treasury.
On behalf of the membership, our thanks to those on the list for
your generosity. Our President will be presenting a proposal
for an official 7th IDA Booster Club to the Governing Council
at the 2005 reunion.
Dennis W. Camp
Leon Cason
Mildred Coffey
George M. Couper
Robyn L. Dare
Martin Driscoll

Robert M. Hanson
James Heida
John A. Holdorf
Robert S. McKay
Harry T. Moore
Frederick Ku Kamaka

Military Shorthand
K.P. .......... Kitchen Police (pots and pans) Oh joy!!
SITREP ... Situation report (what is going on right now)
FUBAR .... F%$#ed Up Beoynd All Reconition
BOHICA . Bend Over Here It Comes Again
SNAFU .... Situation Normal All F’ed Up
SP ............. Start Point
FEBA ....... Forward Edge of the Battle Area
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Due to a health problem, namely liver cancer, I am no longer
able to put in the efforts needed as Editor of the 7th IDA
Hourglass. I made a request for someone to replace me and I
am pleased to announce that Charles R. Richardson has
agreed to take over the position. He will assume full editorial
responsibility with the next issue, although I will help Charlie to
the extent possible, until he finds his feet.
I have really enjoyed my time as the Editor and sincerely believe
that Charlie will too. He will have the opportunity, as I have, to
meet many of our veterans as well as active duty soldiers. These
are some of the very best people you could ever hope to meet
and be friends with.
Now the old but familiar subject - inputs for the next issue of the
7th IDA Hourglass. Items desired are those about the
Association, its members (active and retired), their families and
friends, as well as any items that will benefit members of the 7th
IDA. The inputs can be serious as well as funny, and please
include pictures to the extent possible. Short historical articles
(especially about the 7th Infantry Division and or sub-units or
attached units), state and federal inputs of help or interest to the
membership, “Poems from a Military View” and items of
appreciation will also be welcome.
To increase the chance of inclusion, items must be legible and
to the point, or they risk being edited to fit, or not used at all.
Pictures should be as good a quality as possible, with locations
and persons identified. Captions should be typed or printed to
avoid errors. If you would like your material returned, you must
include a stamped, self-addressed envelope. Any copyrighted
item submitted for consideration must include information as to
how we can obtain legal use of the material.
Please send items for submission to:
Charles R. Richardson, Editor
The 7th IDA Hourglass
1465 Clinton Street
Abilene, TX 79603
Or by eMail to <Karin_Charles@sbcglogal.net >
Text should be in .RTF format, and pictures as .JPGs.
Again, I have really enjoyed my time as the Hourglass Editor,
and as I reluctantly pass the baton to Charlie, I wish him, and
you all, the very best.
Dennis Camp
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Upcoming Reunions

November 2003 Reunion

17th Infantry Regiment Reunion: “Buffaloes”
WWII, Korean War, Cold War, Lightfighter, Thundering Herd
All era’s war and peace time.

When Ramon Nelson of
Long Beach, WA, a 1st Lt. of
HQ Co., 1st Bn, 32nd Inf. Reg.
during 1942 –1946; was asked
for his most memorable time in
the 7th Infantry, his answer
was, “Being in the first wave
during the invasion of Kwajalein, and being mentioned in
the ‘Island Victory’ a book by Col. Marshall.” When asked
what he would like to see in The Hourglass, he answered “The
names of any officers of the 32nd Inf. Reg.”.

Ft. Benning, Georgia, October 5th – 9th, 2005
Information: www.17thinfantry.com
Contact: Donald Shook, Secretary
17th Infantry Regiment Association
<deshook@7thinfantry.com>
31st Infantry Regiment Association Reunion will be held
on August 26-28, 2005 at Columbus, Georgia.
Contact: LTG (Retired) Sam Wetzel
<WIInt322@aol.com>

Old Soldiers to Be Called Back
Into Action
In June 2004 Army sources announced that as many as 7,500
retired and discharged soldiers who are not members of the
National Guard or Reserve will be involuntarily recalled to active
duty for possible service in Iraq or Afghanistan.
It will be the first time the Army has relied on the Individual
Ready Reserve in substantial numbers since the 1991 Gulf War.
The Pentagon had hoped to reduce its troop levels in Iraq to
about 105,000 this spring, but because of increasingly effective
and deadly resistance the level has risen to about 140,000.
Military officials have said they may need to stay at that level for
at least another year or two, a commitment of troops that could
not be maintained by the active force alone. The projected number
called upon may be whittled down after the physical abilities and
other factors and capabilities are considered.
“This was inevitable when it became clear that we would have to
maintain significant combat forces in Iraq for a period of years,”
said Dan Goure, a military analyst at the Lexington Institute
think tank

Ron Freedmon served in C
Btry, 48th FA Bn. of the 32nd
Inf. Reg. during the period of
May to November 1953. Ron
was asked, “What was your
most memorable time in the
7th Infantry?” This was his
answer:
“One weekend during a very
rainy afternoon around 1500 I was called in my bunker OP 38,
to pick up line ‘B’ @ 1600 for a patrol report. When I picked
up my phone I heard someone say, ‘They’re at the bottom of
the hill.’ I yelled into the phone ‘Who’s at the bottom of the
hill, the Chinks?’ Just as I said that the other FO’s on the line
picked up their Hot Loop Line and heard ‘Bottom of HILL
CHINKS’, and immediately we received Flash Fires for quite
sometime. I never told anybody that I was the guy who started
the flap. But later I was told that a Sergeant was telling his CO
that the chowtrucks were at the bottom of the Hill, Our telephone
wires must have crossed in all that rain.

Extract from the Military Dictionary
Tanker (tangk’er)n. 1. A dusty, crusty, greasecovered, dirty, sweaty, bright eyed, fuzzy
faced, haircut-needing, beer-drinking,
underrated, over-worked, underpaid,
oversexed, little s%#* who can take a Tank
and do more battlefield damage in ten minutes
than a grunt squad can do all day.
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Reunion Schedule
7th INFANTRY DIVISION REUNION
SEPTEMBER 15 – 18, 2005
MARRIOTT ATLANTA AIRPORT
Thursday, September 15
12:00pm

- 6:00pm

4:00pm

-

Reunion Registration Open
Hospitality Room opens for duration of the reunion.
Welcome reception with light hors d’oeuvres, followed by dinner on your own.

Friday, September 16
7:00am
8:30am

- 8:00am
- 4:00pm

Reunion Registration Open
FORT BENNING TOUR (description follows)
Reunion Registration Open

Saturday, September 17
8:00am
8:30am
1:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

- 12:30pm
- 3:00pm

Board Meeting
CITY TOUR / SHOPPING (description follows)
General Business Meeting
Cash Bar Reception
Banquet begins

Sunday, September 18
8:00am

- 9:30am

Farewell Breakfast Buffet

Please plan to be at the bus boarding area at least five minute prior to the scheduled time.
Note: Driver and Guide gratuities are not included in the tour prices.
CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY FOR ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC.

For attendees canceling reunion activities prior to the cut-off date, Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. (AFR) shall
process a full refund less the non-refundable AFR registration fee ($5 per person). Attendees canceling
reunion activities after the cut-off date will be refunded to the fullest extent that AFR’s vendor commitments
and guarantees will allow, less the non-refundable AFR registration fee. Cancellations will only be taken
Monday through Friday from 9:00am until 5:00pm Eastern Standard Time, excluding holidays. Please
call (757) 625-6401 to cancel reunion activities and obtain a cancellation code. Canceling your hotel
reservation does not cancel your reunion activities.
Page 30
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Tour Descriptions
FORT BENNING TOUR
Friday, September 16
We’ll spend the day at Fort Benning, Georgia, home of the Infantry. Once on base, enjoy a buffet lunch at the Officer’s Club,
featuring baked chicken and dessert. The focus today is the National Infantry Museum, with four floors of exhibits easily accessible
via elevators. At your leisure, you can trace the footsteps of infantrymen from the 1607 wilderness of Virginia to the 1991 sands of
the Persian Gulf, from victory at Yorktown to events in Vietnam, and of course, everything in between! You’ll see weapons,
uniforms, footwear, mess equipment, fine oil paintings, firearms, bronzes, helmets, and vehicles from a 1902 Studebaker Utility
Wagon to the legendary Jeep. The museum shows not only the weapons, uniforms, and personal equipment of U.S. infantrymen,
but also that of the enemies who chose to test our resolve. An auditorium shows a variety of films, and of course there is a gift shop.
8:30am board bus, 4:00pm back at hotel
$55/Person includes bus, escort, and lunch.

CITY TOUR/SHOPPING
Saturday, September 17
Board bus for a driving tour of Atlanta. Once downtown, see Atlanta’s Peachtree Center, the CNN Center, Turner Field, Centennial
Olympic Park, and the Georgia State Capitol. On the north side of the city, we’ll drive through Buckhead, where gracious mansions
and sweeping lawns await you. You’ll have plenty of time for shopping in one of Atlanta’s premier shopping malls, Lenox Mall. It
features hundreds of upscale, glitzy shops, anchored by Neiman Marcus, Macy’s and Rich’s, and a wide variety of places to eat
that range from restaurants such as Brasserie Le Coze and Tomtom to a diverse food court with a mouth-watering array of choices.
8:30am board bus, 12:30pm back at hotel
$30/Person includes bus and guide. Lunch on your own.
“Memorable Day” Continued from Page 20.

loud and meaningful, and I didn’t try to stop it. We saw seven
bodies in all. We were not surprised, just enraged.

the hell did they get here … hundreds of them …” Finally, after
a short period with all of us looking across the open area at each
other, they started toward us in groups. A group came to me
and I asked, “Who are you guys?”

The Japanese Army in the last moment of their 44 years of harsh
occupation of Korea had decided it was reasonable to summarily
execute those who had disobeyed their orders not to greet the
American troops. Thousands of yelling, joyous civilians came
out of their homes behind our last platoon but not a single one
ahead of us!

One of the group after a few moments hesitation said, “We are
Americans officers from Bataan and Corregidor.” With that,
chaos broke out, whoops, yells and tears took over. The whole
group came rushing over and we later found out there had been
close to 400 of which 120 were American officers captured at
Singapore and Hong Kong.

On coming to our “break area” we had another surprise. Across,
on the other side, was a large group of men, obviously
Caucasians, wearing suntan uniforms, without caps or insignia
of any kind. Comments started: “damn correspondents, how

The suntan uniforms they all wore, plus radios, food packs and
medical supplies, had arrived the day before by a B-29 that had
dropped two tanks filled with supplies into the center of their
Continued on Page 34.
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Reunion Registration Form
7th INFANTRY DIVISION REUNION 2005
Listed below are all registration, tour, and meal costs for the reunion. Please enter how many people will be participating
in each event and total the amount. Send that amount payable to ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. in the form of
check or money order (no credit cards or phone reservations accepted). Your cancelled check will serve as your
confirmation. All registration forms and payments must be received by mail on or before August 15, 2005. After that date,
reservations will be accepted on a space available basis.

We suggest you make a copy of this form before mailing.
Armed Forces Reunions, Inc.
322 Madison Mews
Norfolk, VA 23510
ATTN: 7th Infantry Division

OFFICE USE ONLY
Check # _________ Date Received _________
Inputted _________ Nametag Completed _____

CUT-OFF DATE IS 8/15/05
TOURS

Friday:
Fort Benning Tour
Saturday: City Tour / Shopping
MEALS Saturday: Banquet (Please select your entrée)
Top Sirloin Steak
Chicken Marsala
Sunday: Farewell Breakfast Buffet
REGISTRATION FEE
Includes Hospitality Room and administrative expenses.

Price
$55
$30

# of People

$31
$29
$18
$15

Total Amount Payable to Armed Forces Reunions, Inc.

Total
$
$
$
$
$
$

Please do not staple or tape your payment to this form.
PLEASE PRINT
NAME (for nametags)_____________________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE NAME_________________________________________________________________________________
GUEST NAMES_________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________
CITY, ST, ZIP________________________________________________PH. NUMBER (______)_______-________
DISABILITY / DIETARY RESTRICTIONS _____________________________________________________________
IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN TOURS, WOULD YOU REQUIRE A WHEEL CHAIR LIFT ON THE BUS? _____________
(PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY).

EMERGENCY CONTACT________________________________________ PH. NUMBER (_____)_____-_________
ARRIVAL DATE ______________________________DEPARTURE DATE__________________________________
ARE YOU STAYING AT THE HOTEL? YES____NO____ ARE YOU FLYING?_____DRIVING?_____RV?_____

For refunds and cancellations please refer to our policies outlined at the bottom of the reunion program.
CANCELLATIONS WILL ONLY BE TAKEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00am-5:00pm EASTERN TIME excluding holidays.
Call (757) 625-6401 to cancel reunion activities and obtain your cancellation code.
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Hotel Reservation Form
The Atlanta Airport Marriott is located at 4711 Best Road, College Park, Georgia 30337, and the phone number is (404) 766-7900. The
hotel is located just five minutes from Hartsfield International Airport, ten minutes from Fulton County Stadium, and fifteen minutes from
historic downtown Atlanta. If you are driving, please call the hotel for accurate directions. This 638-room hotel features laundry valet,
concierge services, gift shop, and business center. There is an indoor and outdoor pool, solarium, health club, whirlpool, and sauna.
Each room has complimentary in-room coffee, an iron/ironing board, hairdryer, and television featuring an all-news channel, cable, and
in-room movies. Newspapers are delivered Monday through Friday. The Hotel offers handicapped accessible and non-smoking rooms,
based on availability. Please request these special accommodations when making your reservation. Parking is ample and complimentary
for guests of this group only. Please be sure to identify yourself accordingly to avoid additional charges. Check-in time is 3:00pm and
check-out time is 12:00pm. Allie’s American Grille is open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Bentley’s Steakhouse serves dinner
each day. Room service is also available.
The hotel offers twenty-four hour complimentary airport shuttle service to and from the Atlanta Airport. Please call the hotel from the
baggage claim area to arrange for pick-up. You may want to consider alternative transportation, as space is always limited on
complimentary services.
Currently, there are no RV parking spaces at the hotel. Atlanta South RV Resort is located about twenty-five minutes from the hotel.
Please call (800) 778-0668 for information, directions, and reservations.
Should you need to rent a wheelchair for the reunion, ScootAround rents both manual and power wheel chairs by the day and week.
Please call their toll free number at (888) 441-7575 for details.
Vendors, Schedules, and Prices are subject to change.
——————————PHOTOCOPY THIS FORM AND USE THE COPY FOR SUBMITTING YOUR RESERVATION REQUEST—————————

7th INFANTRY DIVISION - HOTEL RESERVATION FORM
REUNION DATES: SEPTEMBER 15 – 18, 2005
NAME _______________________________________ SHARING ROOM W/ ___________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________ ZIP __________________
TEL. NUMBER (_____) ________ MARRIOTT HONORED GUEST CARD # ___________________
ARRIVAL DATE _________ APPROX. TIME __________ DEPARTURE DATE __________________
# OF ROOMS _____ # OF PEOPLE IN RM. _____ HANDICAP ACCESS _____SMOKING _______
NONSMOKING ____ KING BED _______ BEDS ______ If room type requested is not available, nearest room type will
be assigned.
RATE: $89.00+tax (currently 13%) for 1-2 people in room. Rate honored 3 days before/after official reunion dates, based
on availability.
CUTOFF DATE: 8/15/05. After this date, reservations will be processed on space & rate availability.
CANCELLATION POLICY: Deposit is refundable if reservation is canceled by 6pm on your arrival day.
All reservations must be guaranteed by credit card or first night’s deposit enclosed.
___AMEX ___DINERS ___VISA ___MASTER CARD ___CARTE BLANCHE ____DISCOVER
CREDIT CARD NUMBER _____________________________________ EXP. DATE _____________
SIGNATURE (regardless of payment method) _____________________________________________

Mail to: Atlanta Airport Marriott, 4711 Best Road, College Park, Georgia 30337
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“Memorable Day” Continued from Page 31.

Final Taps
We remember those who
ha
v e lef
t our r
ank
s
rank
anks
hav
left
Organization
Name

Co/Bat.

Date of Death

th

17 Infantry Regiment
Bennett, Clarence E.
A
Compton, William A.
Hq & Hq
Hartl, Ruth
Unknown

8/24/2004
8/14/2004
10/2/2003

184th Infantry Regiment
Kulkin, Marvin
Hq

9/16/2004

31st Field Artillery Battalion
Harrigan, Edward J.
B

6/30/2003

31st Infantry Regiment
Billin (Bilinsky), Walter V. Tank

2/10/2004

32nd Infantry Regiment
Lusti, W. Edward
B

8/06/2004

48th Field Artillery Battalion
Fried, George W.
Hq & B
Price, Robert L.
B

1/12/2004
7/02/2004

57th Field Artillery Battalion
Melton, Norman D.
B

3/30/2004

prisoner-of-war stockade.
They were almost child like with the realization that there was a
future and the end of their trial had come. They were free! They
were fascinated by our uniforms, helmets, and weapons, which
they had never seen since they had not been manufactured at
the time of their capture.
By this time all the Brits and Aussies had joined in and the noise
level reflected that there were about 600 of us, all intermingled.
Rather suddenly the noise level declined and stopped.
Coming down very slowly through the crowd was a 1920s
vintage convertible sedan driven by a Japanese soldier and sitting
in the center of the back seat was a Japanese colonel, the PW
commandant, looking straight ahead and leaning on his sword. I
expected the PWs would overturn the car and kill the both of
them. After the slow passage through the crowd toward the
dock, where he would become a prisoner, I asked the group
we had been talking to “What about him?” the reply was …
“He was the only s.o.b. that half-way treated us like human
beings.”
By this time our “break” had extended to several hours and
Army trucks were starting to load the PWs to take them to a
nearby landing field where we could see Army Air Corps
transports landing. At the other end of the area, trucks were
lining up to take us into Seoul where we would occupy the
barracks and buildings of the 23rd Japanese Army.
But that day, the 8th of September 1945, did not end my
remembrance of that occasion. During the next week our 7th
Division Headquarters passed down word to be disseminated
to all units that the American PWs we had liberated, all of whom
had lived through the Death March, were also survivors of the
Japanese prison ship “Orvoku Maru” that was sunk in December
1944 by American B-25 bombers who had no knowledge that
they attacking a prison ship. The one act of humanity the Japanese
did that day was to unlock the hatches as the ship was sinking.
Hundreds of PWs drowned or were killed by sharks and those
rescued had spent three days in the water.
As Memorial Day approaches the remembrance of that day
more and more makes me think of the sacrifices that were made
by so many who answered the call to service in our many
conflicts.
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Membership Application Form
Please type or print clearly.
.

Name:
Last Name

First

Sex:

Middle





Male

Female

Address:

.
Street, RR, or PO Box

Apartment #

.
City

State

9 Digit Zip Code

Country

Active Duty  Veteran  Widow of Veteran  Child of Veteran 

Status:

Spouse’s Name:

.

(or next of kin)

Phones: (
)
Home

(
)
Business

(
Fax

)

,

eMail Address:_______________________________________________________________
Military
Assignment: ____________________________________________________________________
Platoon

Company

Troop

Battalion

Battery

Regiment

Brigade

.To:
Highest Rank:
DOB:
/
/
Please attach another sheet giving details of the following:
Overseas Assignments, Major Battles, Awards & Decorations and Service Medals:

.

With 7th ID from:

_
Applicant’s Signature

Mail the completed form and your check or
Money Order for $20.00, made out to:

Application Date

Recommended By 7th IDA Member:
Name:
Address:

th

“7 Infantry Division Association”
and send to:
Gene Peeples
8048 Rose Terrace
Largo, FL 33777

.
.
.

New Members are immediately placed on our mailing list
and receive a paid up membership card, lapel pin, auto
decal, copy of our current newsletter, and a copy of our
Constitution and By-laws. Subsequent dues will be
$20.00, due in June of the biennial reunion year.
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Dues Status
The next Dues cycle will commence July 1, 2005. Your
voluntary submission of your 2005 – 2007 dues before that
date without another reminder will be appreciated.
Please look at the address label on this issue of The
Hourglass. If, above your name, it says:

Dues Payment Procedures
UPDATE!
As you will have read in this edition, the Governing Council
has authorized the President to contract a reunion planning
organization for Reunion 2005. You will be sending your
registration form and payments for meals and tours to them.

z

2005 ................. You are current at this time.

z

2007+ .............. You are paid in advance. Thank you.

z

Associate ........ You are exempt from dues.

z

Honorary ......... You are exempt from dues.

However, they will only handle payments for registration,
meals, and tours. They will not be handling any dues
payments. If you do send them your dues payment, you may
find that your money goes off into a “black hole,” never to be
seen again.

z

Special ............. You are exempt from dues.

And you will still owe your dues!

Send your $20.00 dues to:
7th IDA
8048 Rose Terrace
Largo, FL 33777

Your continuing
support of the
Association is
appreciated.

Please send your dues by separate check to:

7th Infantry Division Association
8048 Rose Terrace
Largo, FL 33777-3020

