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I am glad to see our membership is
increasing, We do need to work harder
to recruit younger members and to get
them involved in our Association. I have
received many calls and letters of thanks
about our Reunion in Las Vegas and I
hope we all will also enjoy the 2005
Reunion as well.

I worked hard on trying to get Columbus, Georgia but there
were too many negatives for our group size. These negatives
became more evident in an onsite visit I made to Columbus,
Georgia (Ft. Benning) in February 2004 to the hotel which could
have been used.

Many things, however, were found to be unsuitable for our 2005
Reunion. As a result of my findings, I contacted the Association’s
Board of Governors for their input. With the approval of the
majority of the Board of Governors, Atlanta, Georgia was
picked as the city for the Reunion and the Atlanta Marriott
Airport was selected for the hotel location. The Reunion is
scheduled to begin on Thursday September 15, 2005 and to
end on Sunday September 18, 2005. Arrangements have been
made with the Marriott for those wishing a day or two before
or after the Reunion at the same price.

More information will be provided in the next issue of The
Hourglass, scheduled for Nov. 2004. I am trying to make
arrangements for tours to Ft. Benning and the Coca Cola Plant.
Both downtown and suburban shopping centers are accessible
by using Atlanta’s MARTA transportation system which starts
from the airport.”

There are many other sites of interests in the Atlanta area, e.g.
Stone Mountain, Underground Atlanta, Six Flags, Cyclorama
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We Get Letters
Dear President Peeples,
I am writing to thank you
and your officers for the
coverage that you gave me in the last
issue of the Hourglass.

I especially thank you and your
officers for acknowledging my
request in making Al King of
Sunrise, Florida, even though a
Navy type, an honorary member of the
7th Infantry Division Association.

Thank you and your officers also for
the honorarium you bestowed on me and
the monetary gift, which I assure you,
will be used in my efforts to have the
Japanese monument on Attu Island
removed.

I am in the process of producing a
letter, short story regards the battle
and my thoughts. It is with regard to
the un-American actions of those agency
and services heads who participated
at the council that resulted in the
grant of a 20 X 30 meter piece of
terrain on Attu Island, Engineer Hill,
Alaska.

You, of course will get a copy. It
won’t be nice but it will be courteous.
Mr. King is a very humble man. After
he came up with the idea of the plaque,
the first thing he said was, “Bill, I
want you to write some words for the
Plaque.” He did edit it for space, but
he could have said, “I’ll write the
words for it.”
Sincerely,

William S. Jones
Maj. ARNG

204 S Tara Drive
Tavares, FL 32778-3676
o O o O o O o O o O o

Feb. 10, 2002
Hello Doug,
You have had stories in The
Hourglass Newsletter on

activities with the 7th Infantry
Division. I offer you this short
story (see Page 28) on one of
their participation in the attack

on Triangle Hill in October 1952
in Korea.
Sincerely,

Lupe
REUNION-57th Field Artillery Battalion
Coordinator: Guadalupe A. Martinez

P.O Box 169685
San Antonio, TX 78280
o O o O o O o O o O o

Editor’s Note:The following is the type of letter we really
love to receive from the 7th IDA membership. It could be
either an eMail or a snail mail letter and would be similarly
loved. Read it and I believe you will clearly see why we
love it.

9 Feb 2004
Dear Sir,
I am a member of the 7th IDA. I became a
member a year ago and then was sent to
Iraq as a member of the Wisconsin Army
National Guard. I was a member of the 7th

Infantry Division at Fort Ord, CA from
1987 to 1990 and participated in the
Panama Invasion in 1989. I am very proud
of my service with the Division.

I just got home from Iraq and was reading
through the Hourglass Newsletter June
2003 issue, in it I read a letter to the
Editor from Doug Halbert that disturbed
me. The letter was asking for members to
help out with the organization or it
would be on its way to the graveyard.

Is there anything I can do to help keep
the organization alive? Please let me
know what I can do.
Thank you,

Michael P. Branley
eMail: <mdbranley@earthlink.net>

o O o O o O o O o O o
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We Get Letters (cont.)

Hello Mr. Halbert,
As promised, I am
forwarding you these
photos taken in
Hawaii of my Dad’s
old unit. He was in
the 184th Company E
and served proudly.

The most cherished
thing I have is the
flag which draped his
coffin when he died.
I will never forget
any of the sacrifices
men like my Dad
(Albert Boggiano)
made for this

2nd Platoon Officer and
Non-Comms. Front
Row, Lt to Rt. – Staff
Sgt. Cucu, unknown,
Staff Sgt. Hutt, Staff
Sgt. Peterson. Back
Row, Lt. to Rt. – 1st Lt.
“Soupy” Campbell,
Sgt. Hutch, unknown,
Sgt. Minnie, Tech Sgt.
Buck.

2nd Squad, Lt. to Rt. Front row – Albert Boggiano, E.
Mory, Lloyd Duryee, Elzey, DT Cribb. 2nd Row
standing Lt. to Rt. – Staff Sgt. Cucu, Raymond T.
Rhode, Bill, “Jeep” Johnson, Fuller, Harry T. Rivers,
Kirk, Sgt. Hutch.

country. In fact, I feel compelled to
attempt getting more of the offspring
of these vets involved in our re-
unions. I believe it is a legacy that
needs to be remembered for all
generations to come.

If you have any suggestions regarding
that hope, please share them with me.
If it means writing an article and
touching on the emotions of these
folks, I would like that opportunity.

Also, I and others are interested in
the details about the book being
produced regarding the 7th’s service
in Korea. Please give me a heads up
as to what the status is on that
publication and how to get a copy
when it is released.

Hopefully, you can use these photos
somewhere. You may have to use a zoom
control to enlarge them if necessary.
I put them in JPEG format which you
should be able to download.
Thank you.

Gary Boggiano
eMail: <bogie24@earthlink.net>

o O o O o O o O o O o
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12-19-2003
Hi Doug,
Here are my dues (for 2003 – 2005)
sorry I am a little late. I was glad to
hear we are going to two publications
per year of “The Hourglass”.

I was in a forward observer team with
the 48th Field Artillery Battalion,
Battery C. We were with an Ethiopian
Infantry Battalion on an outpost near

We Get Letters (cont.)

January 8, 2004
Dear Doug,
I served with the Headquarters Battery,
48th Field Artillery Battalion from
October 1952 to May 1953 after
transferred from the 24th Infantry
Division, Japan.

I include three articles (see pages 19
& 20) from the
“Stars and
Stripes” (Vol. 9,
No.85, dated
Friday March 27,
1953) and are
about Old Baldy.
Some of us who
were there at
that time may
remember some of
the action. If
not there at that
time, these
articles may
bring back other

memories.

I hope you and others can enjoy these
articles I sent. The picture above is
me at eighteen in the HQ Btry 48th FA Bn
Korea 1953. I retired in July 1975 at
Ft. Eustis, VA.

James W. Collins
17 Efingham Place

Newport News, VA 23608-2003
o O o O o O o O o O o

1/14/04
Dear Doug,
I would certainly be amiss if I did not
write and thank you for your obvious
input resulting in the coverage I got
in the most recent “Hourglass”. I did
not write Mr. Peeples regards my Oct.
trip to Attu.

The Japanese monument that had been

damaged due to Williuaus’s hurricane
winds on Attu in the winter of 2002 had
been removed and shipped back to Japan
for repair and returned late August
2003 and reinstalled on Engineer Hill.
I participated, along with a member of
my WWII combat squad, in filming by a
production studio for a motion picture
or documentary for a motion picture
that will probably be titled “Sons of
the Williuaus”. Nothing newsworthy yet.

What will be newsworthy will be a letter
story I will be sending to all services
and agency’s which were in council
discussing and approving the 20X30 meter
piece of terrain on Engine Hill Grant
endorsed by them all. It is going to be
a dusey. You will get a copy, of course.

The honorarium was quite a surprise and
surely welcomed.

If those agency’s and services do not
succumb to my story, request then the
media, many sources will be made aware
of everything. We will see what the
American people will think once they
know about it.
Sincerely,

William S. (Bill) Jones
204 South Tara Drive
Tavares, FL 32778

o O o O o O o O o O o
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We Get Letters (cont.)

February 2, 2204
Dear Dennis,
I’m forwarding the enclosed post card I
received, for your next issue of The
Hourglass.

According to recent news, a request has
been made to increase the size of the
Army by 30,000. It seems to me that a
campaign of letter writing by the
membership initiated by the membership,
writing to the Chief of Staff, reminding
them of the history of the 7th Infantry
Division is in order.

As you know, it has been the policy of
the Army to assign points to units based
on their years of service, battle honors,
time in combat, that is to keep the
most senior units based on the longest
record on active duty. I enclosed a
letter from the Historical Service
Division stating the 7th Infantry
Division ranked seventh at the time of
his letter, September 22, 1997.
(Editor’s note: This letter not part of the input.)

I enclose also a letter I wrote to the
Department of The Army February 24,
1995 with some information you might
find useful.
Editor’s note: Excerpts from this letter are given below.

I’m looking forward to the next issue
of The Hourglass.

As always,
Maurice H. Reeves
2nd VP, 7th IDA
7303 H. St.

Little Rock, AR 72205-2636
o O o O o O o O o O o

Long history of outstanding service:
Activated in Dec. 1917 and participated
in 2nd Army’s offense of WWI near
Villersent Haye and Prenny Ridge in

Kumwka (close to Triangle Hill). On the
evening of Oct. 31, 1952, we were
attacked by North Koreans in a short
time. While directing artillery fire,
I was hit in the leg by a mortar round.
At the time PFC Charles H. Elliott (US
55159477) at great personal risk to
himself, while under extreme enemy fire,
carried me down the hill (piggyback). I
and others present, considered this was
an act of conspicuous bravery and
heroism.

While in the hospital it was related to
me that our F.O. Lieutenant (whose name
I do not recall) recommended Charles H.
Elliott for the Bronze Star for heroism
and bravery under fire. Somehow the
recommendation was lost and Charles did
not get the Bronze Star. Many years
later, I wrote a letter to Charles
recounting this incident. He forwarded
it to U.S. Senator Richard G. Lugar of
Indiana. The result was 50 years later
in Salem, Indiana on 20 April 2002 I
was given the privilege of presenting
Charles H. Elliott with the Bronze Star.
It is never too late.
Sincerely,

Philip L. Burgess (RA17320370)
Co. C, 48th FA Bn

7th Infantry Division

P.S. I had a complete recovery from my
wounds after 2½ months in Japan. Four
surgeries were required.

Editor note: An article entitled “A star for a hero … 50
years after saving man’s life, Korean War vet honored”
was written by Marcia Walker in “The Leader-Democrat”
of Salem, Indiana about this incident. The article stated
that approximately 150 people watched as Phil pinned
a Bronze Star on the lapel of Charles Elliott during a
ceremony at the Stevens Memorial Museum.

o O o O o O o O o O o
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December 22, 2003
Hi Doug,
I just realized that I am again
delinquent in my dues. It seems this
year has gone by ‘on the double’ while
I have slowed down considerably.

I am enclosing my check and also a
flyer on our newest book on the Korean
War. The first volume of “Faces of War-
Korean Vignettes” is now out of print

We Get Letters (cont.)

1918. Deactivated 1923.

Reactivated in July 1940 at Ft. Ord, CA
under command of the BG Joseph W.
Stilwell. After Japanese bombed Pearl
Harbor, the Division took up positions
on the western coastline of the U.S.
The Division recaptured Attu in the
Aleutians May 11-30, 1943 where 2300
enemy were killed and 14 captured. This
was the only soil captured during the
war which is now part of the U.S.

The Division participated in the
Kwajalein Campaign where they were
responsible for 4,650 enemy killed and
17 captured while only sustaining 177
killed and 1,037 wounded. Next, the
Division’s assignment was Leyte in the
Philippines as a part of the 6th Army,
24th Corp. As a part of the 10th Army the
Division assaulted the beaches of
Okinawa. During its 72 days, out of a
82 day campaign, Platoon Leader Jesse
Bullock and his platoon of G Co. 32nd

Inf. Reg. was responsible for the
capture of Hill 89, the Headquarters of
the Japanese Commanding General (he
committed Hari-Kari). The 7th Inf. Div.
was responsible for 24,166 killed and
880 POWs.

In September 1945 the Division departed
for Korea to accept the surrender of
the Japanese there. One of their duties
was the laying of mines along the 38th
parallel by the 13th Combat Engineers.
Three years later they moved to Japan
for occupation duty.

At the outbreak of the Korean War the
Division, along with the 1st Marine
Division, was chosen to lead the initial
offensive action with a landing at

Inchon. The Division did another end
run with a landing at Iwon, N. Korea,
advancing to the Manchurian border, the
Yalu River. The Division was the first
to be attacked by the Chinese troops.

Next the Division saw some very hard
action in the Chosin Reservoir area
where their commander was wounded and
captured and his replacement was killed.
The Division participated in the battles
of Heartbreak Ridge, Triangle Hill, Old
Baldy, Pork Chop Hill to mention a few.
With the end of hostilities the 7th was
assigned the mission of watchdog south
of the Demilitarized Zone.

The Division was inactivated in 1971.
It was reactivated at Ft. Ord, CA  on
October 1974. Ten years later it became
the Army’s first Light Infantry Division.

The Division has 14 Medal of Honor
Recipients.Some other numbers concerning
the 7th Infantry Division are:

Action KIA WIA Medals Awarded
WWI 204 1,505 43
WWII 2,340 6,872 5,126
Korea 3,927 10,858 2,842
Panama 4 3 105

o O o O o O o O o O o
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We Get Letters (cont.)

and will not be re-printed. The newest
“Faces of War-Red Dragon” is available,
but it also will not be re-printed when
this printing is sold out. This is due
to my partner, Arthur Wilson, and I
both having poor health and being mis-
treated by Father Time. If you could
run a notice in the next Hourglass, I
am sure our members who have contributed
stories or would like to get a copy
would appreciate it.

Hope all is well with you and yours and
that you have the best Holidays ever.
Sincerely,

Norm Strickbine
R.R. – Box 2191
Thayer, MO 65791

o O o O o O o O o O o

17 April 2004
Dear Mr. Halbert:
I would like to introduce myself, my
name is Vickie Spring and I am writing
to you on behalf of my dad, Wesley
“Bud” Fulton. You may not remember my
dad; he served with the 31st Regiment,
7th Infantry, “G” Company in both WWII
and Korea. The purpose of this letter
is to try and locate someone who might
have remembered my dad being wounded
during WWII and the Korean conflict. I
am trying to prove to U.S. Army that my
dad is entitled to the Bronze Star and
the Purple Heart. So far the Army’s
response to my many letters is that old
records burned in a fire and
determination of awards are difficult
due to lack of proof of wounds inflicted
during war time. They must have more
proof from me in order to consider either
medal being awarded to my dad.

My dad volunteered ahead of the draft
and enlisted in the U.S. Army on October
26, 1943. He was 18 years old at the
time. He was sent to Fort Riley, Kansas,
to complete his basic training and then
on to Fort Benning, Georgia, where he
trained with the paratroopers. Before
he could complete the training, he was
sent to the Philippines to an island
called Mindanao. This was part of his
service during WWII and he was wounded
in his back. He was then sent to the
118th Hospital in Fukuoka, Japan. Upon
recovery, my dad was sent as part of
the US occupation of the Shikoku Islands.

Japan surrendered and my dad was
discharged and sent home in 1946. He
then served in the US Army Reserves for
5½ years only to be called up again to
serve in Korea by order of President
Truman. He left for Pusau, Korea, October
1950. While pushing north to Inchon
across the 38th Parallel, my dad was
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once again wounded in his right arm by
gunfire. Again my father was sent to a
hospital in Koopou, Japan, for recovery.
On October 31, 1951, he returned to
Fort Carson, Colorado. From there he
was honorably discharged from the Army.

If there is any information you can
provide such as time served with my
dad, witness of any injuries/wounding,
hospital names, records of any kind, it
would be greatly appreciated. Too many
men and women went unrecognized during
this terrible time in our history. It
is unfortunate our military today does
not remember or seem to care about those
who served and gave their lives for
freedom that we take for granted
everyday.

Thank you for your time and
consideration. I have included my eMail
address for those who might want to
communicate with me over the net and
also my mailing address.

Sincerely yours,
Vickie Spring

591 Wayside Rd.
Neptune, NJ 07753

eMail:<Sundaegir1@hotmail.com>
o O o O o O o O o O o

3-29-04
Dennis Camp,
As I indicated in my letter, which
appears in the “Seekers Pages”, I was
in Korea from April 1953 to January
1955 and was in the 1st Platoon of A
Co., 707th Ordinance Battalion which
was attached to the 32nd Inf. Reg. of
the 7th Inf. Div.

Enclosed are photos. The first one is
of Roy Shiraga and Ed Stamford, a marine.
Both were in the battle east of Chosin.

Stamford’s statements are in the book
written by Roy Appleman and entitled
“East of Chosin.” Shiraga is not
mentioned, but his I&R patrol is
mentioned, as was Lt. Coke, who was in
charged of this ill-fated patrol. Lt.
Coke was captured and died in captivity,
leaving only a few who survived, and
Shiraga was one of these.

Ed Stamford died in 2003; he and three
other marines were the only marines
attached to, and were with Task Force
Faith. Stamford and another marine made
it out, they were the TACP group who
kept in contact with the Marine Air
Wing and navy pilots who drop supplies
as well as strafe the CCF. For his
efforts, he was awarded the Silver Star.

If interested in Stamford actions, read
the book mentioned above, “East of
Chosin.” He was with the 1st Battalion,
32nd Inf. Reg. with Col. Don Faith. Ed
Stamford always had good things to say
about Col. Faith and the 7th Inf. Div.

The other photo is of Shiraga, Stamford,
and Bob Hammond, another survivor of
the battle east of Chosin who was the
only survivor of his platoon of 57th FA
Battalion. He died of a heart attack
two years ago.

We Get Letters (cont.)
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I have other pictures of Korea and if
you would like them (for The Hourglass

Newsletter) give me a call at phone
number (949) 640-7834 or eMail me at:
<Mayale@earthlink.net>.

Thank You,
Richard May

615 Poinsettia Avenue
Corona del Mar, CA 922625

o O o O o O o O o O o

Editor Note: I would be more than happy to receive
more pictures and a short write-up about them for future
Hourglass Newsletters. You can see elsewhere in this
Hourglass a request for inputs. Without inputs from
members, family, and others there would be little if any
Hourglass.

Editor:
Thank you for the Hourglass, it is a
great new report. I am sending a few
pictures with info on each. I am sure
others will also enjoy seeing them.

Here is some stamp money, and have a
Happy New Year.

Gerald G. Silvester
Seaside Park, NJ

o O o O o O o O o O o

Lt. Proslnzwieg
(left), Lt. Reemes
(center), and Lt.
Morgan (right) in
Tokyo.

Anybody remember this
sergeant of the 49th FA Bn?

Life was not all
bad over there,
especially on his
day off, for G.G.
S i l v e s t e r ,
d u r i n g t h e
summer 1953 at
the  Able 8 Air
Strip.

New Market Road House.

We Get Letters (cont.)



The Hourglass Spring 2004

Page  10Page  10Page  10Page  10Page  10

A well set table
for the 49th FA
HQ, Christmas
1952 in Korea.

One of the
many bunkers
I have slept in.

From left to right; Mr. Pullen, Lt. Silvester, and Lt.
Reynolds of the 49th FA Bn.

Lt. Osburn of
the 49th FA Bn.

FDC of the
49th FA Bn.

Remember how cold it
was, when we moved
between Christmas
and New Year of 1952?

We Get Letters (cont.)

Lt. M. Smith and Lt. G. Silvester F.O.’s for 49th FA in
Fall 1952. I can not remember the sergeant’s name, it
would be nice to hear from him.

Lt. MarionSmith (left) and Lt. G. Silvester. I
would like to get in touch with Lt.  Smith who
was in the 49th FA Bn.
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The Quartermaster’s Store

Caps
The official “bill cap” for the
Association. They come in red,
white or black with the “Hourglass”
logo on the front and one size fits
all. Please specify the color you want.
$11.00 each

http://www.7th-inf-div-assn.com

Souvenir Brass Coin
 7th Inf. Div. (Light), 1980’s & 90’s, 1½" diameter.
Illustration below shows the obverse and the reverse.
$3.00 each

Auto Decals
4½" diameter
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00
2¾” diameter
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00

7th IDA Tie Bar
$9.00 each

Dog Tag Key Ring
Brass Dog Tag Key Ring
$8.00 each

Small Bolo Tie
Specify Silver or Gold end caps.
$12.00 each.

Lapel Pin
$3.50 each

7th IDA Key Ring
$8.00 each

Crests
$7.00 each

17th Infantry
Regiment

32nd Infantry
Regiment

31st Infantry
Regiment
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The cost of packing and shipping is included in the price.
Be sure to state any color choices and sizes in your
order. Make your check for the total cost of all items
payable to:

“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:

7th Infantry Division Association
Robert Hoxsie, Quartermaster
30 Mapleview Drive
Cranston, RI 02920-3110
Phone (401) 946-9967

Tee Shirts
With Logo (S, M, L, XL or
XXL)
$12.00

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each

Dress Hourglass Patch
Black & Red
$4.00 each, 2 for $7.00

Bumper Sticker
$3.00 each

Lapel Pins
The current 7th Inf.
Div. lapel pins. One is
worn on each side on
the lapel.
$3.50 each

Military Black Belt
Black belt with brass
military 7th Inf. Div. belt
buckle.
$14.00 each

Hat Pins
$3.50 each

The Quartermaster’s Store (cont.)

7th IDA Cloth Patch
 $3.00 each

Your Survivor Benefit Plan
(SBP)

 The SBP “paid up” provision which allows retirees to stop
paying SBP premiums after 30 years of premium payments
and reaching age 70 goes into effect October 1, 2008.

[Source: Jan-Apr. 2004 of the “Army Echoes”
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Seekers Pages

Results from letters
The following synopsis of an eMail dated February 27,
2004 and received from Mr. Doug Halbert the 7th IDA
Roster Manager shows that letters to the Seekers
Pages section of The Hourglass does get results.
Editor

Editor,
If you recall, in the last edition we had a seeker whose address
we lost. With the help of the staff at Clafin College in South
Carolina, we were able to find Mr. Royal and forward the
communications we had received in response to his inquiry.

Doug Halbert
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

Dear Dennis
In the last few years, I’ve been trying to make contact with guys
who were stationed at the Joint Security Area (JSA), often
referred to as Panmunjom. There were TDY MPs at the JSA,
in 1967, and they were from various units in Korea. There may
have been TDY personnel, who were in other service specialties.
Usually, the TDY guys very strongly identified with their home
units, even though the records available to me didn’t record a
guy’s home unit. If you were TDY at the JSA, I’d like to hear
from you.

I don’t know how extensive the use of TDY personnel was;
there might have been some TDY personnel in years other than
1967. The year of 1965 is a good candidate. I also think that
TDY folk were, typically, MPs, but there may have been other
specialties who were at the JSA on a TDY basis.

In late 1967, some communications guys stayed with the unit,
but were not assigned, per se, for JSA duty. They did, however,
volunteered for guard duty, and were paired up with some of
my guards since we were shorthanded. As far as I was concerned,
these communications guys were JSA personnel, but I have no
idea of their home unit. To say the least, the pace was hectic at
the time.

The unit started to evolve into an infantry MOS unit, in late 1968,
and took on more of a typical 2nd Div. command structure,
with requisite rules and regulations, and many more officers.
My focused interest on TDY folk would be with those who

were there prior to the unit’s permanent change, sometime in
1969, when the unit wasn’t treated as being part of 2nd Div..

It was referred to as a Headquarters, United Nations
Command (HQ UNC) unit during my stay there, with the next
step in the chain of command, beyond the unit, being in Seoul. I
was an MP, and left the JSA, after 17 months, as a Sgt. E-5.
My one and only military duty assignment was the JSA.

But, no one will be screened out. If there were any 7th ID soldiers
who were TDY there, at any time, I’d be pleased to hear from
them. The JSA never had a surplus of personnel; if you were
there, you were needed. The JSA is or was an experience for
anyone who served there. The times were always interesting. I
enjoy studying the evolutionary changes that the unit has faced
over the years, and the TDY guys were part of the evolutionary
process.

The information I am seeking is I would like to hear from any 7th

ID soldiers who were assigned to duty at JSA/Panmunjom on
a TDY basis. Please provide name, address, and date(s) of
service at the JSA to me at my home address or to my e-mail
address:

George Cole [JSA 1966-1968]
1416 Bradley Avenue

Hummelstown, PA 17036
eMail: <gscole@ark.ship.edu>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

Hi Dennis,
Sgt. Reeves gave me your address and said that maybe you
could help me locate some of these men. I would appreciate
anything you can do.

I am looking for; Sgt. Raymond Johnson, Cpl. Dave
Ducette, and Sgt. Blake, all of  7th Recon Co. 1949-1951,
Biloxi, MS. The last I heard, he was living in or near Biloxi, MS.

Also looking for many others but my mind is fading on me.
Thank you for your time,

Albert Bnoit
4178 Woodland Street

Santa Maria, CA 93455-3356
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
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Seekers Pages (cont.)

Dear Maurice,
Please print the following in your Newsletter.

The National Order of Battlefield Commissions is trying to
locate all men, WWII, Korea, and Viet Nam, who on the field
of battle against an armed enemy received a commission from
enlisted or Warrant status to commission status. It may be you
or someone you know.

Thanks,
 John Angier, Nat. Adj.

67 Ocean Drive
St. Augustine, FL 32080
Phone: (904) 471-7695

eMail: <jnobc@msn.com>

Or for more info, visit <www.battlefieldcommissions.org>.
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

Feb. 19, 2004
Dear Mr. Camp,
Maurice Reeves of the 7th IDA, in reply to a recent letter,
gave me your name and address. Along with an application for
membership in the 7th IDA. He informed me that you would be
able to place a notice in the Seekers Pages of the Hourglass
for me.

I was the First Sgt. of Co. A, 2/32nd Inf. Reg. from 1983-
1985 (my DOR was March 1985) and it was my terminal
assignment in the Army after 24 years on active duty. This was
an extremely rewarding and enjoyable assignment to end a
career with and for that reason alone, I am mailing in my
application to Doug Halbert, poste haste. Hopefully, I will be
able to attend the future reunions and see some old friends.

My request for the Seekers Pages concerns finding any old
photos of the Company from the time period that I was First
Sgt. (83-85). At that time I had my household goods in a ‘secure’
facility. But, during a move a few years ago, there was a fire that
destroyed the entire contents of the facility and thus my entire
set of photos of many years. What I would like to ask, is there
any current members that may possess photos of the Company
from that time period that they would copy for me (I would be
glad to pat costs and the mailing expenses) to reconstruct some
photo albums that I may leave my grandchildren. I have been
able to gather photos from other units that I served with and the
last assignment is the only one that I haven’t tried to find any. I
know of a number of Company formation photos and a few of
myself and the CO (Capt. Jesse Daniel) and the Bn CO (LTC

James Baird) taken outside the Company sign in 1985. If
anyone has any that either have myself, or just those of the troops
that were in the Company at the same time period, I would
greatly appreciate any photos and hearing from them also.

I would greatly appreciate if you could run a short request asking
anyone from the time period for photos from Co. A 2/32nd Inf.
I won’t take up any more of your time, but will look forward to
the future reunions and the Hourglass Newsletter. In closing, I
wish you and yours the best and God Bless our men and women
of the Armed Forces worldwide who are on the front line of
freedom. I’ll look forward to hearing from you and others in the
future.

Blue Skies, Fair Winds and Soft Landings Always.
Michael D. McDaniel
655953 Ramsey One

Rosharon, TX 77583-8817
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

To Whom It May Concern/ Honored Veterans:
I am in the beginning phase of writing/editing a compilation of
personal histories from Korean War Veterans. I would greatly
appreciate input from as many of your members as possible.
Searching bookstores for Korean War books, I am appalled at
the lack of remembrances available. I am interested in any stories
your members wish to share. The type of information desired is
your name, rank, and unit. What did it feel like (cold, etc.)?
What did it look like? What music did you listen to? Were you
wounded? What was the supply situation like? Is there any phrase
that sticks in your mind? Did you interact with white/black
soldiers? Etc. How long were you there? Anything they wish to
write would help all of us to remember.

Feel free to pass this request on to any other Korean War
Veterans Association.

With Gratitude,
Sgt. Thomas Doyle

President NYC Deputy Sheriff ’s Association
25-14 169th Street

Flushing, N.Y. 11358
<jj.edwards@verizon.net>

<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>
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Mon, 29 Mar 2004
I am looking for a man named Jackie Lee Thomas. He served
in the army during the Korean war. He was in Company G, 31st

Regiment, 7th Division. Did you, or do you know or remember
him? He was wounded in or near Chosin in November of 1950.
He was shot 3 times in the arm so I am thinking that he would
have gotten a Purple Heart. Any info that you might have on him
would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you,
Lewis Griffin

<allanonlewis@yahoo.com>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>> 10 Nov. 2003

Dear Sir,
Information Requested. My father’s cousin Mr. Frederick D.
Rein was born: Feb. 5, 1915 in Basle, Switzerland and died
Aug. 21, 1995 in Seattle, WA. His dates of service was Mar. 5,
1941 – Nov. 16, 1945.

As my hobby is the U.S. Army in the Second World War and
collecting pieces of equipment from this period, I would be very
interested in finding about my uncle’s active service in the U.S.
Army. Perhaps you would be kind enough to help me further or
inform me to whom I should address this request.

Unfortunately, we know very little about where he saw service
between 1941 – 1965 as he spoke very little about this subject.
I can however give you some information and dates as follows:
He emigrated around 1934 to the USA. I have a photo (Editor
Note: photo not quality to print.) of my uncle taken around
1943 where he is shown as a Technican/5th Grade with the
insignia of the 7th Infantry Division (Combat Medic)?

In 1943 he was active in the Aleutian Islands? In 1946 he met
up with my father in Wiesbaden, Germany where he was a Staff
Sergeant assigned to the care of traumatically injured officers.

I would like to thank you in advance for your assistance in this
matter and look forward to hearing from you in due course.

Yours Sincerely,
Adolf Rein

Lochackerstrasse 4
CH-4153 Reinach BL

Switzerland
eMail: <adolf.rein@habasit.com>
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

2 February 2003
Dear Doug,
It might be of interest to members of the 184th Inf. Reg. to know
of the death of Nobel L. Oberg. I doubt if he was a member of
the Association. I did not know he was a 7th Div. veteran of at
least the Aleutian campaign and Okinawa w/Purple Heart. I knew
Tobey only causally, although we lived in same community for a
number of years. He did not talk about his military experiences,
at least in my presence.

I am enclosing his obituary should the Hourglass want to use it.
(Editor Note: Part of the obituary is given here.)

Noble L. ‘Tobey’ Oberg
1911 – 2003

Mr. Oberg died Jan. 26, 2003 in Hillsboro, OR as the result of
an automobile accident. He served in the Army 7th Infantry
Division, 184th Infantry Regiment in WWII and was awarded
the Purple Heart in 1944.

I did not know where to send the information, but am sure you
will pass it on to the proper person(s).

Sincerely,
Gordon K. Jernstedt

P.O. Box 681
Carlton, OR 97111

P.S. Is Col. Clark C. Martin (O 62663) a member of the
Association? He served with the 48th FA Bn from the summer of
1950, made the Inchon Landing, and left in February 1952.
Clark was a West Point 1950 graduate If it is possible, I would
like to have an address.

<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

October 24, 2003
Dear Mr. Halbert
My name is Bill O’Dwyer. I am a Korean Veteran and this is
my situation. While in Korea I saved a man’s life. The man’s
name was L. Massey (Lurinant). I received a Bronze Star for
my service. I never heard from the gentleman since.

I often wondered if he is still in the land of the living, but I had no
way of finding out. If he is, I would love to hear from him. If you
could help me locate this man I would sure appreciate it.

Sincerely,
William J. O’Dwyer

7500 Halesia Ct.
Orland Park, IL 60462

<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

Seekers Pages (cont.)
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March 29, 2004
Dennis,
Would you print this in the Seekers Pages? I was in Korea
from April 1953 to January 1955. I was in was the 1st Platoon,
A Company, 707th Ordinance Battalion, and was attached to
the 32nd Infantry Regiment of the 7th Infantry Division. A
picture of me is attached to this letter.

I am looking for anybody who knew Pfc. Joe Baksa of Love
Company, 31st Infantry Regiment who was KIA June 2, 1951.
He was from New Oregon, NY, about 40 miles south of Buffalo,
NY.

Also, does anybody remember who the Company
Commander of Love Company, 31st Infantry Regiment was
for the period around June 2, 1951?

Anyone having the above requested information, please sent it
to the address below.

Sincerely,
Richard May
615 Poinsettia

Corona del Mar, CA 92625
Phone: (949) 640-7834

eMail: <Mayale@earthlink.net>
PS. Dennis it was great talking to you. I thank you for the call,
always nice talking to a fellow 7th Division Korea man who
served in the most “God Forsaken Land” in the world in a terrible
war that most people have forgotten.

The photo of me (next page, left)was taken around February
12, 1954. My girl friend sent it, later married on Valentines Day
at Camp Hovy(?). The photo of the kids (previous page, bottom
right) was in Camp Casey in 1954. The kids are orphans on

Dear Editor,
It is my hope that you will find this Seekers Letter worthy of
print. I could relate some experiences as a combat soldier in the
7th Inf. Div. and perhaps one of your readers could help me
locate a buddy – Melvine Vickers.

Melvine Vickers
(Left) and Berv
Kimberley, in
Korea 1951.

Squad Members
(L to R) of Co B,
1st, 32nd

R e g i m e n t a l
Combat Team
“Queens Own”
7th Infantry
Division: Berv
K i m b e r l e y ,
Unknown, Melvine Vickers, Jim Palmer, and Unknown.

As young warriors, Melvine Vickers 54001112, and I fought,
through, and survived the Korean winter of 1951. Our regiment,
32nd R.C.T., was surrounded, and we fought our way out of
that and spent most of the winter in the hills. In the spring, we
survived a Banzai attack. Our unit then fought back and forth
along the 38th parallel. Vickers and I along with other survivors
earned the Korean Service Medal, Korean War Medal, and
the Infantry’s highest award, “The Combat Infantry Badge.”

During that winter Vickers and I were sent out on a 2-man patrol
to check on a communication outpost. We found only where the
OP had been abandoned along with a ROK soldier who had a
serious stomach wound and had been left for dead. Vickers and
I couldn’t communicate with him, but we knew he was willing to
lay in the snow and die, rather than us drag him. We wouldn’t
have left a GI and we weren’t going to leave him. We each took
an arm and dragged him through the snow for a couple of miles.
Whether he survived or not, Vickers and I had no way of
knowing, but we felt as though we gave him a chance.

The enclosed pictures (at left) were taken during the spring of
1951. We were on the line somewhere along the 38th parallel.

Your Comrade
Berv Kimberley

2511 Wyoming Avenue
Billings, Montana 59102

Formerly: Staff Sgt. Berv Kimberley
Co. B 32nd RCT, “Queens Own Regiment”
7th Infantry Division

<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

Seekers Pages (cont.)



The Hourglass Spring 2004

Page  17Page  17Page  17Page  17Page  17

Christmas Day, our Battery of the 707th Ordinance trucked them
for a Christmas Party, we all saved fruit and other food from a
PX, and our Battalion purchased presents for them. Their parents
were killed probably in 1950 0r first part of 1951. We all felt so
sorry for them. We gave them everything we had; candy bars,
gum, etc.

Please return photos back.
Thanks Dennis,
Richard May

<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

July 7, 2003
I am looking for any member of the 17th Heavy Tank Company
who served in Korea from Inchon – Iwon – Yalu River and
back (in) 1950 – 1951. Thank you for any help you may give
me

Marvin L. Pearson
6860 124th SW

Motley, MN 56466
Phone: (218)352-6287

<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

In a letter, dated July 15, 2003, from Joseph Wachtler (Co.
M, 32nd Inf., 7th Inf. Div.) to Doug Halbert, the following
seeker request was made:

I have been looking for a buddy by the name of Benny P. Krantz.
Last seen on Attu heading for the hospital with powder burns
on his arm.

Your Buddy,
Joseph V. Wachtler
1863 N. Fremont St.
Chicago, IL 60614

<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

April 26, 2004
Dear Sir:
I would like to be contacted by anyone who remembers Cpl.
Robert M. Henry, Co. I, 32nd Inf. Reg.. Cpl. Henry was listed
as MIA in July 1953 on Pork Chop Hill. Please write to me.

Lloyd Pitman
PO Box 128

Preble, NY 13141
<<<<<<<<<<O>>>>>>>>>>

Treasurer’s Report
January 1, 2003 – August 31, 2003

Check book balance on Aug. 31, 2003 (as reported at the
convention in Sep. 2003) ............................... $34,379.33

Expenditures:
Reunion balance ................................................ 7,529.17
Misc. Phone, Postage, mail etc. .......................... 1,526.95
Quartermaster Purchases ...................................... 520.52
Contribution ......................................................... 100.00
Honorarium .......................................................... 500.00
Hourglass ........................................................   6,143.63
Total expenditures ............................................ 17,324.27
Difference is .................................................. $17,055.06

Income:
Total of all deposits 8/31/03 through 12/31/03 .... 6,332.55
Checkbook balance as of 12/31/03 ............... $23,387.61

2004
Beginning balance 01/01/04 ........................... $23,387.61

Expenditures:
Quartermaster ...................................................... 599.51
Misc. phone, postage, mail etc. ............................. 180.60
Honorariums (4) @ 500 .................................... 2,000.00
Hourglass .......................................................... 4,386.60
Total expenditures through 03/31/04 .................. 7,166.71
Difference ...................................................... $16,220.90

Income:
Total of all deposits through 3/31/04 ................... 3,522.50
Checkbook balance as of 03/31/04 ................. 19,743.40
Current savings account balance ....................... 24,029.69
Total of all funds ......................................... $43,773.09

Jim DeCarlo, Treasurer
22 River Park Circle

Saint Albans, WV 25177
Phone: (304) 727-5696
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The Embers Glowed
Anonymous

The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light,
I gazed round the room and I cherished the sight.
My wife was asleep, her head on my chest,
My daughter beside me, angelic in rest.

Outside the snow fell, a blanket of white,
transforming the yard to a winter delight.
The sparkling lights in the tree, I believe,
completed the magic that was Christmas Eve.

My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep,
Secure and surrounded by love I would sleep
In perfect contentment, or so it would seem.
So I slumbered, perhaps I started to dream.

The sound wasn’t loud, and it wasn’t too near,
but I opened my eye when it tickled my ear.
Perhaps just a cough, I didn’t quite know
Then the sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow.

My soul gave a tremble, I struggled to hear,
And I crept to the door just to see who was near.
Standing out in the cold and the dark of the night,
A lone figure stood his face weary and tight.

A soldier, I puzzled, some twenty years old
Perhaps a Soldier, huddled here in the cold.
Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled,
Standing watch over me, and my wife and my child.

“What are you doing?” I asked without fear
“Come in this moment, it’s freezing out here!
Put down your pack, brush the snow from your sleeve,
You should be at home on a cold Christmas Eve!”

For barely a moment I saw his eyes shift,
Away from the cold and the snow blown in drifts,
To the window that danced with a warm fire’s light
Then he sighed and he said “Its really all right,
I’m out here by choice. I’m here every night”

“Its my duty to stand at the front of the line,
That separates you from the darkest of times.
No one had to ask or beg or implore me,
I’m proud to stand here like my fathers before me.

My Gramps died at ‘Pearl on a day in December,”
Then he sighed, “That’s a Christmas ‘Gram always remembers.”
My dad stood his watch in the jungles of ‘Nam’
And now it is my turn and so, here I am.

I’ve not seen my own son in more than a while,
but my wife sends me pictures, he’s sure got her smile.
Then he bent and he carefully pulled from his bag,
The red white and blue... an American flag.

“I can live through the cold and the being alone,
Away from my family, my house and my home,
I can stand at my post through the rain and the sleet,
I can sleep in a foxhole with little to eat,

I can carry the weight of killing another
Or lay down my life with my sisters and brothers
Who stand at the front against any and all,
To insure for all time that this flag will not fall.”

“So go back inside,” he said, “harbor no fright
Your family is waiting and I’ll be all right.”
“But isn’t there something I can do, at the least,
“Give you money,” I asked, “or prepare you a feast?

It seems all too little for all that you’ve done,
For being away from your wife and your son.”
Then his eye welled a tear that held no regret,
“Just tell us you love us, and never forget

To fight for our rights back at home while we’re gone.
To stand your own watch, no matter how long.
For when we come home, either standing or dead,
to know you remember we fought and we bled
is payment enough, and with that we will trust.
That we mattered to you as you mattered to us.

Submitted by veteran George Fitzgerald from Huntsville,
Alabama, December 2003.

Poems from a Military View
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“Stars and Stripes” Articles
The following 3 articles are from the “Stars and Stripes” (Vol.
9, No.85, dated Friday March 27, 1953), Contributed by
James W. Collins (see page 4).

Chinese Reds Occupy Old Baldy
7th Division Holds New Stronghold

100 Yards South
By INS writer Sid White.

Before dawn on the 26 of March 1953, the 31st and 32nd

Infantry Regiments along with Colombian troops gave up
battered Old Baldy to the Chinese Communists and withdrew
to new strongholds 100 yards away. When in the new position,
they called in cascades of bombs and big gun fire against the
Chinese.

The 31st and 32nd Regiments of the 7th Division broke off the
battle after three days of costly battle that started on Monday
when 1000 Chinese reds charged the vital position of Old Baldy.
A spokesman for the 8th Army said Old Baldy cost the Chinese
a battalion in killed and wounded. The preliminary estimate was
769 Reds casualties which were 299 estimated as dead and
470 wounded.

The commander of the 31st Reg., Col. William Kern, gave the
order to destroy the living bunkers and withdraw to Westview
Hill 100 yards to the southeast. The 32nd Reg. had the same
orders. After the 31st and 32nd Regiments pulled out, Allied tanks
moved close-in and plastered the former U.S. fortifications.
Additionally, American fighter bombers rained tons of explosives
on nearby Chinese positions.

While the main friction continued to center at Old Baldy,
aggressive Chinese probes were thrown at positions across the
rest of the 155-mile battleline.

Tankers Sit Out Barrage In ‘Casualty’
By Cpl. Jim Morrissey, 7th Division, March 27, 1953,

There’s a casualty lying in the battered horseshoe in front of Old
Baldy. This casualty is hurt badly, but it can’t go to an aid station.
It’s a tank and its lifeblood, the five men who manned it during
24 hours of murderous shelling are safe in the rear now and
ready to go back and rescue this armored casualty.

The five tankers told yesterday of their 24 hours inside the steel
monster and of a two-mile walk through a curtain of Chinese
mortar and artillery fire back to friendly lines. “We sure were
scared.” PFC William Sanders, Modessa, MO, said. “We
could hear the Chinese jabbering away outside and crawling
on top of the tank.”

The five tankers were trapped when a bazooka round shattered
one of the treads on their steel fortress. Two of them went in the
tank when a Chinese battalion overran Old Baldy Monday night.
The other three climbed in when the shelling started. “They kept
hitting us with mortars but they couldn’t hurt us.” PFC
Sylvester Wheeler, Centerville, MD said. “Our radio still
worked and we kept the people in the rear posted throughout
the fight.”

As the battle raged, the trapped quintet saw a Colombian soldier
staggering down the hill with one of his hands blown off. They
asked him if he wanted to come inside the tank, but the frightened
casualty made his way back to friendly lines and medical aid.

“The shouting Chinese climbed all over us.” Said SFC Landy
Lowe, Pileville, KY. “They stole our machinegun from the
top of the tank, but there was nothing we could do about
it.” PFC Roy H. Thompson said that when the Chinese charged
over the bunkers of the Colombians it was so mixed up that it
was impossible to tell the friendly forces from the enemy.
“When the stuff kept coming in on us we just holed up and
waited.” Said Cpl. William Morris, Princeton, WV. “The
shrapnel made a lot of noise but it couldn’t hurt us.”

When the artillery let up the trapped tankers were ordered to
attempt to get back to friendly lines. It was then that they walked
nearly two miles through enemy territory and no-man’s-land to
return to the American positions. After a good night’s sleep and
a few hours away from the ear-shattering noise of the battlefield,
the heroic tankers laughed as they talked about their terrifying
night with the casualty on Old Baldy.

Stepped-Up Fighting In Old Baldy Sector
By PFC Ray Waterkotte; Tokyo, March 27, 1953, (Pac.S&S)

Maj. Gen. Wayne C. Smith; who relinquished command of
the embattled 7th Division Sunday, this morning predicted a step-
up in tempo of bitter fighting raging in the Old Baldy sector.
Smith, en route to the United States, said he believed the 7th can
hold back any new assaults. “Old Baldy, T-Bone, Alligator
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Jaw – that’s a strategic area in there.” Smith remarked. “I
think there will be more attacks and that fighting will be as bitter
as possible.”

The area plunged into full scale war Tuesday, controls two
invasion routes, the general said, and to take or retake the
positions is a tough assignment. “I know, I was Assistant
Commanding Officer of the 45th Division when we first took
Old Baldy.” Smith, who refers to himself as a “Pacific soldier,”
said he intends to fly Saturday to the States where he will take
command of the 11th Airborne Division. He was head of the
11th when he was ordered overseas in February 1952 to become
assistant commander of IX Corps.

“I’ve been over here 13 months,” the 51-year-old general said.
“That’s a longer time than some other generals. I guess a
person could call me a Pacific soldier. I once spent three
years in China with the 15th Infantry Division and served in
the Pacific theater during World War II.”

A veteran of 33 years service, Smith this morning received the
formal farewell of the Far East Command when he reviewed an
honor guard ceremony at Pershing Heights Headquarters in
Tokyo. On hand with Smith were Lt. Gen. Doyle O. Hickey,
Far East Command Chief of Stall, and a battery of high-
ranking American and foreign military men.

Chaplain’s Comments
Facing Difficult Times

We are in the midst of difficult days for our nation and particularly
for the men and women serving so heroically in our armed forces.
In such times there is always the temptation to despair. I hope
that the following little story about one of the great military heroes
of the early twentieth century will help all of us, those on active
duty and we who are veterans, to face the days ahead with
courage.

Just before Richard E. Byrd was ready to be graduated from
the United States Naval Academy, he suffered an accident in
the gymnasium. A bone was broken in his foot. Shortly thereafter
he received his diploma and went to sea as a young naval officer,
but while on this trip it was discovered that his foot had not
properly healed, and he was retired from the Navy. Listed as a
cripple, all his hopes of being a naval officer of high rank seemed
to be dashed to the ground.
“I thought for a long time it was the end of everything,” he

admitted. But it was not; it was only the beginning of something
greater. He appealed to Washington, applying for active duty as
a student aviator. His crippled foot brought comment, and his
reply was, “A pilot sits down most of the time. Why lose my
services when I want to give them?” He won out, and was
put back on active duty as flyer.

He fought in World War I as a Navy aviator, flew to the North
Pole, hopped the Atlantic Ocean (when that was quite a feat)
and flew twice over the South Pole. He was cited for
extraordinary valor more than a score of times. Repeatedly his
feats came to the attention of our nation. Foreign countries
bestowed upon him decorations for his daring achievements,
excellent conduct and heroism. But his greatest achievement was
the conquest of the spirit despair. Whereby he turned apparent
defeat into victory.

I pray that our colleagues on active duty will be strengthened by
the knowledge that we veterans of other wars are proud of them
and praying for their safety.

Chaplain John L. Strube
7th Infantry Division Association

After receiving the above from Chaplain Strube, I
received an eMail from Mr. Stewart Rothman,
President of the 17th Inf. Reg. Assoc. From the eMail it
is apparent that our Chaplain and his wife need our
prayers. Thus I request that we ask Jesus to watch over
and take care of both the Chaplain and his wife. Stu’s
eMail follows.

Editor Dennis Camp
To All Members:
Our Chaplain and friend John Strube has been in the hospital
there in Pennsylvania and due to have a Heart Catheter inserted
sometime today (Thursday April 22, 2004).

Janet (John’s wife) doesn’t know at this point how long he will
be in the hospital. I will keep you informed on his progress, and
will put something in the June Bugle, so please do not overburden
her with call or eMails with requests for information.

It would be nice however, if lots of us sent him Get Well Cards
to his home address at:

John L. Strube
65 St. John Circle
Lititz, PA 17543

All my best, Stu
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New Member List

Organization
Name                               Address                                            City, State, ZIP                      Phone                 Co/Batt
13th Eng. [C] & 7th MP Co.
Taylor, Theodore R. 1707 Tallahassee Dr., Daytona Beach, FL 32117 (386) 673-4826

13th Engineer Battalion [C]
Broader, William E. 200 S. Terry Rd., Syracuse, NY 13219 (315) 488-8672 HQ Co.
Buxton, Winston 316 Frank Loyds Rd., Merryville, LA 70653 (337) 825-8060 H&S Co.
Cook, Gordon D. PO Box 1881, Martinsburg, WV 25402 (304) 263-7204 HQ Co.
Johnson, Paul K. PO Box 1000, Mt. View, HI 96771 (808) 968-8062 D Co.
Smith, Robert A. PO Box 130, Holbrook, AZ 86025 (928) 524-3355 A Co.

15th AAA Battalion
Cascio, Luciano S. 288 Hammond Hill Rd., Dover Plains, NY 12522 (845) 877-6390 D Batt.
Delisio, Thomas A. 469 Oakdale St., Staten Island, NY 10312 (718) 365-7348 D Co.

17th Infantry Regiment
Berning, George P. 622 Lake Forest, Bonner Springs, KS 66012 (913) 441-2581 HHC Co.
Bruce, Michael J. 378 Abbotsbury Ct., Westerville, OH 43082 (614) 208-9324 B Co.
Chabala, John M. 1688 E. Los Altos Ave., Fresno, CA 93710 (559) 539-2910 F Co.
Dust, Fred J. 165 Grove Ct., Lemont, IL 60439 (630) 257-1210 C Co.
Fox, Samuel L. 1525 N. 32nd St., Rear, Springfield, IL 62702 (217) 544-5023 G Co.
French, Walter H. PO Box 122, Ayer, MA 01432 (978) 772-0345 HQ Co.
Frey, Franklin J. 517 E. Hanna St., Columbia City, IN 46725 (260) 244-7884 L Co.
Garrett, Arthur W. 1407 E. Churchville Rd., Bel Air, MD 21014 (410) 836-8716 B Co.
Gulsby, William P. 3813 Alta Vista Dr., Mobile, AL 36605 (251) 478-1972 A Co.
Hansford, Raphael S. 721 Harrison Ave., Elkins, WV 26241 (304) 636-7710 F Co.
Peltier, Kenneth J. 3720 Greshwin Ave. N, Oakdale, MN 55128 (651) 773-9478 HQ Co.
Pickard, Earnest 5217 Chillum Pl. NE, Washington, DC 20011 (202) 526-4177 G Co.
Pitt, William M. 1701 Gill Rd., Mobile, AL 36605 (251) 479-2311 Hvy Mortar
Redmond, John D. 33 Oak Springs Dr., San Anselmo, CA 94960 (415) 453-0200 HQ Co.
Rundblad, Donald A. 6322 N. 26th St. #9207, Tacoma, WA 98407 (253) 759-3344 H Co.
Schimmel, George R. 2746 N. 118th St., Milwaukee, WI 53222 (414) 476-7164 F Co.
Schuster, Delber B. 758 N. Adams Blvd., Lancaster, WI 53813 (608) 723-2569 D Co.
Strickland, Leroy 1507 Hylton Ave., Woodbridge, VA 22191 (703) 551-4771  Hvy Mortar
Thibault, Arthur J. 8888 Kings Dr., Boynton Beach, FL 33436 (561) 738-1150 I Co.
Zarate, Margarito J. 6237 Wildomar Way, Carmichael, CA 95608 (916) 961-1157 H & F Co.

17th IR; 32nd IR; 21st IR; 2nd BDE; 3rd

Cleary, Michael F. 6620 Millstone Lane SE, Apt. # 103, Lacy, WA 98513 (360) 459-5718 B; HHC; A

17th RCT
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Gallemore, Jimmie R. 6808 Orville, Houston, TX 77028 (713) 631-6430
Muller, George W. 180 Prospect St., Lawrence, MA 01841 (978) 682-0034 C Co.

184th Infantry Regiment
Haines, Edwin A. 1715 Rt. 25, Oswego, IL 60543 (   ) 670-5328
Osif, John RD#3 Box 376-C, Latrobe, PA 15650 (724) 423-5258 F Co.

2/8th Field Artillery
Bussey, William T. 52523 Deerfield Dr., LaPine, OR 97739 (541) 536-1548 HQ Batt.
Zeiss, Charles D. 300 Danny Ct., Pinole, CA 94564 (510) 724-8385 HQ Batt.

21st Infantry Regiment
Carter, Travis D. 1805 Whitney Lane, McKinney, TX 75070 (972) 569-9412 C Co.
2nd Brigade - 27th IR
Valenti, Kris A. 252 Evergreen Summit Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89132 (702) 614-9790 A Co.

2nd Brigade 32nd IR
Kaufman, Mitchell 581 6th Ave., New York, NY 10011 (718) 531-4898 E Co.

31st & 184th Infantry Regiments
Seeden, Richard J. 5040 NE 140th Ct., Williston, FL 32696 (352) 528-9349 D Co.

31st & 57th Field Artillery
Moore, William L. 10 Chambers Lane, Oakland, CA 94611 (510) 339-0126 HQ Co.

31st Field Artillery Battalion
Girling, Robert E. 1307 Sacramednto St., Escalon, CA 95320 (209) 838-3975
Guyod, Gerard H. P.O. Box 6218, Hilo, HI 96720 (808) 896-5651 HQ Batt.
Mickelson, Earl C. 32324 E. Rosewood Dr., Dent, MN 56528 (218) 758-2792 C Batt.
Young, Charles A. PO Box 1071, Richmond, IN 47375 (765) 584-1191 B Batt.

31st Infantry Regiment
Blazey, Chester J. 8436 Eordogh Rd., Sylvania, PA 43560 (419) 829-2777 H Co.
Brown, Dennis L. 518 Deerberry Dr., Noblesville, IN 46060 (317) 413-6652 C Co.
Doak, Mike 4204 SW Clipper Lane, Lee’s Summit, MO 64082 (816) 537-6351
Goodwin, Randy 511 Norris Canyon Terrace, San Ramon, CA 94583 (925) 355-1898 B Co.
Holcumbrink, Frank L. 10755 Pike 49, Frankford, MO 63441 (573) 784-2526 C Co.
Majette, Johnny L. 1513 Woodbury Ct., Virginia Beach, VA 23456 (757) 471-2632 HHC Co.
Mong, Raymond L. 231 Bullion Rd., Kennerdell, PA 16374 (814) 385-6229 I Co.
Romero, Antonio 2224 N. 2nd St., Philladelphia, PA 19133 (215) 634-3971 F Co.
Siddall, James F. 97 Villa Ave., Cranston, RI 02905 (401) 941-0248 G Co.
Smith, Glenn E. 741 Elm St., Barboursville, WV 25504 (304) 736-8455 M Co.
Smock, Howard J. 20 D Yorkshire Ct., Manchester, NJ 08759 (734) 453-3224 Medical Co.
Squires, Arthur F. 39 Brookside Ave., Naugatuck, CT 06770 (203) 729-7261 HQ Co.
Tennant, Duane F. 3437 E. Ripple Rd., Camp Verde, AZ 86322 (928) 567-2416 Svc. Co.
Westberg, Gayle E. 3001 Pali Hwy, Honolulu, HI 96817 (808) 595-2611 B Batt.

New Members (cont.)
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Yeager, John 179 Five Points Rd., Benton, PA 17814 (570) 925-5348 HQ Co.
Zall, Daniel F. 30041 Dorothy Dr., Wickliffe, OH 44092 (440) 943-4381 B Co.

31st Regimental Combat Team
Fennell, William E. 3513 Janene Way, Bakersfield, CA 93306 (661) 871-3956

32nd Infantry Regiment
Benjamin, James P. 3227 N. Haywood Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37415 (423) 870-9332 HQ & HQ
Bryant, Joseph J. 28 Crown Dr, Branson West, MO 65737 (417) 272-0949 B Co.
Demaree, Robert C. 1125 Highway A1A, #807, Satellite Beach, FL 32937 (321) 779-3886 A Co.
Dungan, Billy J. 7670 Hopi Trail, Yucca Valley, CA 92284 (760) 228-2787 L Co.
Durham, John R. 13 Camardo Dr., Wareham, MA 02571 (508) 295-1262 HQ & HQ
Griffin, George R. 2115 Shirley Rd., Belmont, CA 94002 (650) 593-3594 Svc. Co.
Harper, Garfield 682 Woodlane Rd., Westampton, NJ 08060 (609) 261-8576 HQ Co.
Jones, James C. PO Box 2552, Elk Grove, CA 95759 (916) 919-3222
Lopez, Manuel F. 1481 S. Palm St., #410, Las Vegas, NV 89104 (702) 457-5534 F Co.
Lund, Harold J. 407 Woodbridge Dr., Allen, TX 75013 (972) 359-8084 C Co.
McCole, Dennis A 24 Avondale St., Valley Stream, NY 11581 (516) 791-1519 A Co.
McGlothren, Preston J. 6412 Myrtle Hill Circle, Pensacola, FL 32506 (850) 456-3804 HQ Co.
Miller, Wilford R. 415 E. 18th St., Dover, OH 44622 (330) 343-0455
Nowakowski, Ann 459 Marquesas Ct., Marco Island, FL 34145 (239) 642-6546 H Co.
Reimuth, Edward H. 20 Caywood Pl., Hyde Park, NY 12538 (845) 229-7324 M Co.
Scher, Darwin 305 63rd Ave. N, Myrtle Beach, SC 29572 (843) 449-8224 F & Svc.
Smith, Victor P.        12160 Wortel Rd. Lazy Acres R.V. Park, Elberta, AL 36530 (989) 386-4629 B Co.
Wisz, John 1212 Blanchan Ave., La Grange Park, IL 60526 (708) 482-4095 L Co.
Wright, Rodney J. 393 West St., Gardiner, ME 04345 (207) 582-1663 C Co.

40th Tank Battalion
Ashbrook, Wayne W. 9870 Johnstown utica Rd., Johnstown, OH 43031 (740) 967-7566 B Co.

48th Field Artillery & 32nd Infantry Reg.
Russo, John P. 1750 Fairmont Dr., Springfield, IL 62702 (217) 528-4699 HQ Batt.

48th Field Artillery Battalion
Burns, Robert L. 805 Cleveland Rd., Ravenna, OH 44266 (330) 297-5579 HQ & B
Hall, Donald D. 141 1st Ave. NE, Carmel, IN 46032 (317) 846-8761
Holabird, Edward A. 5912 Himalaya Way, Citrus Heights, CA 95621 (916) 331-7108 C Batt.
Kraushaar, Robert A. 196 Bronson Rd., Syracuse, NY 13219 (315) 488-3035 HQ Co.

49th Field Artillery & 57th Field Artillery
Ortiz, Ruben C. Box 586, Canovanas, PR 00729 (787) 750-8100

49th Field Artillery Battalion
Lovett, Wilmer L. 2011 Westfield Terrace, Bethlehem, PA 18017 (610) 974-9512

707th Ordinance Maint. Co.
Brengard, William V. 12353 Marcel Lake Estates, Dingman’s Ferry, PA 18328 (570) 828-1620 B Co.
Bryant, James J. 6658 Bent Trail Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78413 (361) 985-8428 A Co.

New Members (cont.)
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Masai, Peter S. 1928 W. Spring St., Long Beach, CA 90810 (562) 427-2513

76th Field Artillery Battalion
Chambers, Harry M. 1012 Desiderio Rd., Pitman, NJ 08071 (856) 256-0212 HQ & SVC.

7th Administration Co.
Kingsbury, Ralph D. 14361 72nd St. NE, Grafton, ND 58237 (701) 352-1668

7th Aviation Bn.
Geller, Herbert J. 85 East Macon Ave., Staten Island, NY 10308 (718) 608-9809

7th Medical Battalion
Simpson, Jimmy W. 114 Holston View Dr., Bristol, TN 37620 (423) 764-8364 Clearing Co.

7th Military Police Co.
Dennis, Mark E. 95-701 Lanikuhana Ave, S-201, Mililani, HI 96789 (808) 623-4781 HHC Co.
Koester, Russell M. 1212 Squire Beaver Rd., Eureka Springs, AR 72631 (479) 253-8321 MP Co.

7th Reconnaissance Co.
Benoit, Albert P. 4178 Woodland St., Santa Maria, CA 93455 (805) 937-6490 Recon Co.
Blue, Alfred A. 2408 Henderson Pl., Bethlehem, PA 18017 (610) 954-7762

7th Signal Co.
Backover, Sidney 1420 North 75th St., Philadelphia, PA 19151 (215) 879-5332
Hazelmyer, Richard E. 2412 N. Sycamore St., Spokane, WA 99217 (509) 483-4480
Kennedy, Richard J. 616 W. Florida St., Holbrook, AZ 86025 (928) 524-9100
Shapiro, Alan L. 5610 Laurel Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55416 (763) 544-0540

8th Field Artillery
Evans, Delmar L. 3817 So. Hampton, Terre Haute, IN 47802 (812) 235-5109 A Batt.

Division Headquarters
Dare, Robyn L. 1187 Hillside Ave., Apt. 2A21, Niskayuna, NY 12309 (518) 373-3594 G-4 Co.
King, Al PO Box 130327, Sunrise, FL 33313 (954) 423-1852
Moss, H. Michael 5762 Park Place East, Salt Lake City, UT 84121 (801) 278-4662
Peterson, Kenneth D. 2040 Hope Ave., Kingman, AZ 86401 (928) 753-2470 Admin. Co.
Richardson, Charles R. 1465 Clinton St., Abilene, TX 79603 325-676-4846 HQ Co.
Sharp, David M. 8048 Rose Terrace, Largo, FL 33777 (727) 397-8801 HQ Co.
Shelton, Leach R. PO Box 2314, Fletcher, NC 28732 (828) 684-2366
Wald, Francis J. PO Box 926, Dickinson, ND 58601 (701) 483-5888 HQ & HQ

Unit Assignment Unknown
Carlson, Russell L. 1600 Thacker St., Unit 608, Des Plaines, IL 60016 (847) 297-5806
Fleuren, Jeffrey 301-B Heritage Village, Southbury, CT 06488 (203) 267-5533
Rein, Adolf Lochackerstr. 4, CH-4153  Reinach BL,
Sirilo, Salvador M. 1124 Tinsley St., Gonzales, TX 78629 (830) 672-6684
Tatman, William S. 2308 Allen Dr., Lexington, KY 40505 (859) 299-6951

Total New Members as of 05/15/2004 = 117

New Members (cont.)
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Since our November 2003 Hourglass we have added 117 New
Members, and we give a big round of applause to their recruiters.

The most prolific recruiter was Don Foltz, our former President,
with 56. Don received a lot of help in doing this by way of the
October advertisements placed in the VFW Magazine and
W.W.II Magazine by the Army Divisions Association.

Our web site was next with 21, then...

Gene Peeples - 5 Donald Shook - 3
Louis Schmidt - 2 Doug Halbert - 2
Lloyd Pitman - 2.

The following responded to our request to “find one new
member:”

David L. Bills John E. Bussard, Sr.
Don Carlton Alvin Elsea
Sam Fox Governing Council
Gerard Guyod Edgar J. Herman
Ed Holabird Clinton L. Howell
Robert Hoxsie Richard Kidder
Jerry Kosner Yuko Masai
Jerry Nalipinski Thomas E. Murray, Jr.
Gary Osif George Patterson
J. C. Ramey Maurice H. Reeves
John Rdesinski Leon Schoenfeld
Billy Rodgers Leroy Shook
Robert Smith Gardner Wiginton.

So, again The Challenge; if each of us were able to add just one member, we could double the size of
the organization. The larger the organization, the better the organization.

Recruiting Honor Roll
 

Your President,

Gene Peeples

(Civil War Battle of Atlanta), Atlanta International Raceway,
Turner Field (Braves), etc.. Also free parking at the hotel and
free shuttle service from and to the airport is available.

There are some other important comments I would like to make.
We are in need of a Secretary for the Association. We also
need  an Editor for The Hourglass Newsletter, and a Historian
for the Association. Terms of three of our Governors are ending
at the 2005 7th IDA Reunion. Thus we need to elect or re-elect
persons to fill these positions. If you are interested in running for
one of the three positions, please contact me by surface mail at
8048 Rose Terrace, Largo, FL 33777 or by eMail at
<fpeeples@tampabay.rr.com >.

Because we do not have any fundraisers, and because of the
ever-increasing costs involved in producing and sending out  The
Hourglass, we could really use a Booster Club for donations.

Comments from your President cont. The 7th IDA Booster Club
The following Members have signed up as Charter Members
of the 7th IDA Booster Club devoted to raising funds to help
produce and distribute The Hourglass on a bi-annual basis.

Joseph R. Clarkson William A.Gentry
Francis E.(Gene) Peeples Lowell N. Long,
Douglas J. Halbert Dennis  W. Camp
Garfield Harper Anonymous

If you would like to join them, please contact Gene Peeples at
his address in the Comments from your President at left.

The 7th IDA Web Site
Located at www.7th-inf-div-assn.com the official 7th IDA
website features a Member Database accessible and
updateable only by current Members of the Association.
Search for friends that are in the Association and obtain
their contact information.

All work on the site was donated by Association member
Donald Shook who encourages your ideas and feedback.
eMail him at <deshook@7thinfantry.com>. Donald also has
his own 7th Infantry Division site at www.7thinfantry.com.
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17th Infantry Regiment Association Reunion
September 8 -11, 2004

The Crowne Plaza Hotel
11950 Dublin Canyon Rd.
Pleasanton, CA. 94588
Phone: (925) 847-6000

Banquet
Saturday evening, September 11, 2004
Cost: $35.00 per person.
Choice of Chicken Chardonnay or Pork Loin Roast.

Hospitality Room: - $10.00 per person.
Hosts: Andy Ferreira, Ed Graham, Dan Sullivan.
Contact: Andy Ferreira
Phone: (925) 828-3113  eMail <andyferr@juno.com>

Registration
Tours and Banquet: Please note which Tours you would
like to attend and mail your check, made payable to 17th

Infantry Regiment Association., by July 15, 2004, to:
Andy Ferreira, 11628 Betlen Dr. Dublin, CA. 94568):

Hotel: Contact the Crowne Plaza at (925) 847-6000 to
reserve your room. Let them know you are with the 17th

Infantry Regiment Association.

Optional Tours
San Francisco
Includes: Chinatown, Fisherman’s Wharf & other areas.
Thursday, September 9. 2004
Cost:$26.00 per person
(Additional $14.25 to visit Alcatraz)

Napa Valley Wine Tasting Tour
Friday, September 10, 2004
Cost: $39.00 per person
(Additional $15.00 includes lunch)

Shopping Tour for Ladies
Saturday morning, September 11, 2004
Cost: $10.00
(Refunded if less then 45 Women sign up).

32nd Infantry Regiment Association Reunion
September 16 to 19, 2004

The Sheraton Crystal City,
1800 Jefferson Davis Drive,

Arlington, VA 22202

The Sheraton has blocked off 80 rooms for our reunion.
The cost is $99.00 per night, plus tax, which equates to
approximately $108.00.

It is imperative that you make your reservations by August
17th. To insure this group rate, tell them you are with the
32nd Infantry. Regiment. Association Rate will not be
guaranteed if you fail to do this. The telephone number for
reservations is (703)-486-1111.

There is complimentary shuttle service to and from Reagan
National Airport every 30 minutes from 6am until 11pm.
Call the hotel from the courtesy phones at either terminal for
shuttle pick-up. Parking is $8.00 per night.

The hotel is conveniently located in the heart of Crystal City,
½ block from the Metro, and 2 miles from Washington, D.C.
There are many fine restaurants and shops conveniently
located. The Crystal City Underground Mall is only ½ block
away and the Fashion Center at Pentagon City Mall located
within walking distance of the hotel.

Gen. Paul Gorman, of our Association, and his wife, have
agreed to attend the Banquet. We are proud to have seven
generals in our Association and all have been invited to attend
the banquet.

Medals: If you have medals that were awarded to you and
would like them presented at this Reunion, please send a
copy of your DD214 when you return this registration, and
bring the medals with you when you come to Arlington.

For more information please contact: Helen Dyckson.
Phone: (352)-597-9758 eMail: <heland@bellsouth.net>

Upcoming Reunions

Room Rate:
$74.52 per night.
Same rate for
additional nights.
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Upcoming Reunions (cont.)

Editor’s Note

Once again; the old but familiar subject, the request for inputs to
the next issue of the 7th IDA The Hourglass.

Items desired are those about the members, their families and as
well their friends of the 7th IDA. The items should be about their
experiences from the past, present, and future (?). Needless to
state, these inputs can be humorous as well as serious, and by
all means send pictures or photos to the extent possible.

Other input items can include short historical articles (especially
about the 7th Infantry Division and or sub-units or attached
units), State and Federal inputs of help or interest to the
membership, “Poems from a Military View”, and items of
appreciation.

Any item submitted for possible inclusion in The Hourglass must
be legible and concise to the extent possible. Please keep written
accounts short as longer items will probably be either edited or
we may not be able to include them. Pictures should be of good
quality with the events and persons identified, if possible, and
captions should be typed or printed to avoid errors.

If you would like your items returned, then please enclose a
self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Items for submission should be mailed to:
Editor

The 7th IDA Hourglass
9 Alan Street

Laceys Spring, AL 35754
or by eMail:

<mjanddwc@juno.com> or <dennis_w_camp@yahoo.com>

13th. Engineer (C) Battalion Association
2004 Reunion

October 14-17, 2004
San Antonio, TX

For information contact:
Levi O. Haire - Secretary/Treasurer

6078 Danbury Court
Morrow, GA 30260-1421

Phone: (404) 366-9891
eMail: <rabbit713e@comcast.net>

Flag Insignia Policy [Uniforms]

All Soldiers can now wear the U.S. flag insignia on the right
shoulder of their utility uniform, as a continued reminder that the
Army is engaged in a war at home and abroad. This practice
has been around for years to identify deploying troops.

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker approved the
uniform item 11 February ‘04 and all Soldiers have until 1
October ‘05 to get the insignia sewn on their uniforms. A message
on the uniform policy went out to the force 14 February
announcing the current policy of deployed Soldiers wearing the
U.S. flag on utility uniforms is expanded to include all Soldiers
throughout the force regardless of deployment status.

Currently there are not enough flags in the inventory, which is
why Soldiers have a substantial amount of time to get the flags
sewn on. Deploying troops have the priority. Everyone else will
have to wait until the Defense Logistics Agency has more in
stock. An estimated 30 million flags need to be procured.

Enlisted Soldiers will not have to purchase the flags. They will
be issued five flags from their assigned unit, and commanders
will make arrangements for getting the insignia sewn on.
However, if Soldiers purchase the flags on their own, they will
not be reimbursed.

When purchasing the flag, the only ones authorized for wear on
the uniform is the reverse field flag in red, white and blue. Subdued
flags and those in other colors are in violation of U.S. code.
Individuals should comply with Army Regulation 670-1, Wear
and Appearance of the Army Uniform and Insignia.

The regulation still states that Soldiers are not authorized to wear
the full-color cloth U.S. flag replica upon their return to home
station. However, the latest change will be added to the regulation
when it is revised sometime this year.

Nothing has changed regarding the placement of the flag. It is
sewn below the shoulder seam. If a combat patch is also placed
on the right shoulder, the flag is sewn 1/8 inch below the combat
patch. The flag is worn on the right shoulder to give the effect of
the flag flying in the breeze as the wearer moves forward. [Source:
Army News Service 17 February ‘04]
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By Guadalupe A. Martinez; Lt. Col. USA (Ret)

 Korea, October 1952
The Colombian Infantry Battalion (from Colombia, South
America) was part of the United Nations’ Forces in Korea and
attached to the U.S. 31st Infantry Regiment of the 7th Infantry
Division. Artillery support for the 31st Inf. Reg. was provided
by the 57th Artillery Battalion (105mm Howitzers). To provide
artillery support for the Colombian Battalion, the 57th Arty Bn
Headquarters was augmented with an extra liaison team and an
extra forward observer team at each firing battery. Since the
Colombians only spoke Spanish, the officers of the U.S. Liaison
and Forward Observer Teams were expected to be bilingual
and each team had in its crew at least one or two enlisted men
who spoke Spanish.

In October, the assignment of artillery officers to the Colombian
Bn were: 1st Lt. Guadalupe Martinez, Liaison Officer (LnO)
to Colombian Inf. Hdqrs. With 2nd Lt. Belisario Flores, 1st
Lt. Guy Newland, and 2nd Lt. Arturo Eddlelstein assigned
as forward observers to Companies “A”, “B”, and “C”
respectively of the Colombian Bn.

On the 6th of Oct. the 31st Inf. Reg. was brought up from Division
Reserve and took up positions on the front lines. The Colombian
Bn was position facing the left edge of Triangle Hill (Hill 598).
On or around Oct. 17th, we heard that the 32nd Inf. Reg. had
taken heavy casualties during the assault on Triangle Hill and
needed relief. The 31st Inf. Reg. was relieved from its sector
and ordered to move through the 32nd’s lines and continue the
assault. The Colombian Bn was left in place, detached from the
31st and attached to the 17th Inf. Reg. on the 7th Inf. Div.’s left
sector of the line. The Colombian Bn was not tasked to participate
in the battle for Triangle Hill.

From the start of the battle for Triangle Hill, the Colombian Bn’s
forces had a good view of the action taking place on and around
Hill 598. Thus it was that one early morning during the battle for
Hill 598, Lt. Flores called me on the phone to report heavy
enemy activity on the crestline leading from Hill 598 to the next
ridge called Jane Russell Hill. Because his sector of fire did not
include Jane Russell Hill, Lt. Flores asked me if I’d want to
come up to see the enemy activity and do my own assessment.
I was at Flores’ OP in record time and sure enough verified

what he was seeing from his vantagepoint. We both agreed that
the boundary line for artillery fire now ran between the left flank
of the 31st Reg. attacking Triangle Hill and the Colombian
Battalion. Artillery Support Policy dictated that we on the left
flank of that line could not fire into the area to the right of the
attacking 31st Reg. without a request for artillery support from
the 31st Reg. attacking elements.

Through the OP’s 50-power telescope (normally referred to as
a BC Scope) we could see the enemy’s trenches and bunkers
that stretched from the left edge of Triangle Hill and over the
ridgeline leading to the crest of Jane Russell Hill. At the time,
we’d been briefed that the enemy had retaken Triangle Hill and
that we were launching a counter attack. Take Jane Russell and
then Hill 598. From our vantage point we could see the enemy
running supplies and ammunition to their troops on Jane Russell.
Because we had lost Triangle Hill, the enemy was able to re-
supply it and Jane Russell Hill from Sandy Ridge, a hill further to
the rear of 598 which they also possessed.

The 31st Reg.’s leading elements could not see this movement
because to them the enemy’s re-supply activities was taking place
behind the hill they were attacking. Lt. Flores explained to me
that he had already established wire communications with an
M4 Sherman Tank that was dug in about 100 yards to the right
and slightly to the rear of his OP. The tank commander was
eager to get into the fight and was willing to let Lt. Flores use his
OP to adjust fire from his M4, but to do so, permission had to
be secured from his superior and from the 31st Inf. Reg.’s LnO.
The distance to the target was about 2000 meters and the window
of opportunity very small.

I called the 31st Reg.’s LnO and explained the situation. Would
they allow Lt. Flores to adjust direct fire on the supply line with
the 76mm gun of the M4 Tank. The 31st LnO was afraid the
rounds would hit his troops. I again explained that the tank would
be firing some 30 yards or more to the right of his troops and
behind the crest of the hill where the enemy was effectively re-
supplying their men. Direct fire would be under the control of
Lt. Flores. Sure there was risk. The distance between Jane
Russell Hill and our OP was about 2000 meters, but the men of
the 31st were pinned down and were running out of options.
Permission was denied and we continued to observe the enemy’s
re-supplying operation without interference from us. We felt

Battle for Triangle Hill (Hill 598)
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utterly frustrated.

About 10 or 15 minutes later the phone rang. Cpl. Joe McAfee,
Lt. Flores’ wire-man took the call. He said “Yes sir.” and handed
Lt. Flores the phone. I saw Lt. Flores stand up, Almost at
attention, all the while repeating “Yes, Sir.”, “Yes, Sir”, “Yes,
Sir.” I asked Flores “Who was that who made you stand at
attention while answering the phone?” And he answered,
“That was the Regimental Commander. He asked me if I was
the Company “A” Colombian FO that had just called?”
and I said, “Yes, Sir.” “Can you see the enemy supply lines
behind Jane Russell Hill?” I said “Yes, Sir.” “Does the M4
crew have clear sight to the target? I said “Yes, Sir.” “You
have my permission to fire.” I said “Yes, Sir.”

Lt. Flores told me he had to go brief the tank crew and get them
sighted in on the right target. The 31st was pinned down within
yards of the forward bunker of their objective on Jane Russell
and from the angle of fire that the M4 crew had to work with, it
was necessary that a precise line of sight be established in order
to hit the enemy working behind the bunkers and not our men. It
was impossible for our men to see behind the bunkers where
the enemy was working their supply line like an army of ants.
We had to consider that the angle between the line of fire from
the tank to the target 30 yards to the right of our men but beyond
our leading element on Jane Russell Hill was very small. Lt. Flores
turned the OP over to me and said, “I’ll be right back.”

Though we were under frequent mortar harassment, Lt. Flores
made it back OK. He informed me that he had personally sighted
the tank on target. Now back at the OP, Lt. Flores gave the
command to fire the first round. It landed some 20 to 30 feet
below the target; the supply line. Lt. Flores gave the command
to elevate the tube 5 mills, or “just a hair.” The next round hit
just right. The enemy took cover. Now, Flores directed fire on
the bunkers suspected of being used to supply the men fighting
on top of Jane Russell. Continuing to give sight elevation and
traversing changes, Lt. Flores and I were able to slow down the
supply line. However, the shells were ineffective on the heavily
constructed bunkers. They had no penetrating power.

About an hour of this operation, the phone rang again. Again,
Lt. Flores went through the bit of standing at attention saying,
“Yes, Sir.”, “Yes, Sir.”, “Yes, Sir.”. Lt. Flores informed me that
the caller was again the Regimental Commander to state that he
had been observing our operation and it was commendable but
that the “pea shooter” (76mm cannon) was very ineffective

against the well constructed enemy fortifications.

Lt. Flores informed me that the Regimental Commander had
advised him that he was sending a platoon of M60 tanks with
mounted 90mm guns. He wanted the M4 withdrawn from its
position and have an M60 take its place. Unfortunately, because
of the terrain, only one tank could operate at any one time. Lt.
Flores was instructed that once the M60 was in place to keep it
firing until the tube got to hot to fire and then have it replaced
immediately by one of the tanks in reserve.

The tanks arrived about a half-hour later. The road in and out of
the tank’s dug in position on the side of the mountain was very
narrow and it took some time for the M4 to back out of its
barricade and then maneuver the M60 into place. Once again,
Flores went to brief the new crew on the situation to make sure
that the M60 would fire at the right target. Intense close and at
times hand to hand combat was being experienced in the forward
bunkers of Jane Russell and we couldn’t take a chance of hitting
one of those bunkers if our men were in any of them. The 31st

LnO kept me abreast of the situation on top of Jane Russell.
Where before he had been reluctant to give us permission to fire
so close to his men, he now kept yelling to us over the phone to
keep the pressure of the tank’s fire on the enemy’s back bunkers
and supply lines.

The enemy felt the pressure of our one tank and it was evident
that they had us identified by the amount of incoming mortar fire
we started receiving. They were aware that it was taking us an
hour or longer to change tanks and took advantage of each
exchange to renew their supply line activities. Each time we
exchanged tanks we would see the enemy renew their operation
and we’d agonize until the first shell was again fired. Each time
an exchange took place, Lt. Flores would “swear” out the first
round because the window of opportunity was so small and our
troops were so close to our line of fire.

But the 90mm cannon made a big difference. Once the second
shell was adjusted on target, the enemy bunkers started to crumble
and the supply trench was steadily destroyed. About mid-
afternoon I had to return to Battalion HQ and left Lt. Flores
busy directing the tank’s support fire to the men of the 31st Reg.
on top of Jane Russell Hill. The operation went on until it had to
be called off because of darkness.

Early next morning, Lt. Flores reported to me that the enemy
had apparently worked feverishly during the night because the
bunkers we had destroyed were almost all repaired and the

Battle for Triangle Hill (cont.)
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communication trench we had wiped out had reappeared. Only
this time, deeper. Once again Lt. Flores started directing the
M60’s fire. This continued for most of the day until the 31st took
Jane Russell Hill and our own operation given the order to “cease
Fire.”

Only one other comment on this operation is that radio
communication between Lt. Flores’ position and the 31st

Regimental LnO was good. This wasn’t the case with
communication with the Tank Platoon with which we had to rely
100% on landline communication. On the second day of the
operation, enemy shelling ripped our line twice, and twice it had
to be repaired. On the second occasion, Lt. Flores and a
Colombian enlisted man had to go out and repair the line
themselves because his own crew was fixing lines elsewhere.
While on their way back from the mission, they heard a round
coming their way and instinctively hit the ground on the reverse
slope of a burial mound that happened to be there just as a
round from a 120mm mortar landed on the forward slope of the
mound.

The impact and concussion of the explosion threw Lt. Flores
and the Colombian soldier back several feet. They were able to
pick themselves up and dash the rest of the way back to the

safety of their post. The Colombian was bleeding from several
places on his body and was taken immediately to an aid station.
Lt. Flores was OK except for a temporary loss of hearing, that
although bothersome, did not keep him from continuing to give
firing adjustments to the M60 tank.

To my knowledge, this operation was the only support that the
31st Inf. Reg. received from the Colombian Bn on the front lines
during the battle for Triangle Hill during “Operation Showdown.”

Guadalupe A. Martinez
Lt. Col., USA (Ret)

Note: Guadalupe Martinez retired from active duty in
1970 as a Lt. Col. and went into education as his second
career. He retired from public education in 1988 after
serving as an elementary school principal for the last 12
years.

Belisario Flores, after his tour in Korea, transferred from
his Army active duty to the Texas Air National Guard. In
1971 he was appointed to the position of Assistant
Adjutant General for the Texas Air National Guard,
promoted to Brigadier General in 1974, and served in
that grade and position until his retirement in 1986.

Benefits for Active Duty, Veterans, and or their Families

Bronze Star Medal
World War II veterans who earned the Combat Infantry Badge
(CIB) or the Combat Medical Badge (CMB) prior to July 1,
1947 are eligible to receive the Bronze Star Medal (BSM). The
BSM based on the award of the CIB or CMB before July 1,
1947 may be awarded by a letter application submitted to the
National Personnel Records Center, Medal Section (NRPMA-
M); 9700 Page Avenue; St. Louis, MO 63132-5200.
The above information was obtained from the Vulcan Chapter,
82nd Abn Div. Assn., Inc. Monthly Newsletter and from other
sources.

DIC Widow Entitlement Change
A recently passed law could provide additional income for
thousands of unknowing surviving spouses of military retirees
and other veterans. Public Law 108-183, the Veterans Benefit
Act of 2003 signed into law by President Bush on Dec. 16,

allows survivors of members who died of service-connected
causes to retain Dependency and Indemnity Compensation
(DIC) if they remarry after attaining age 57. Previously, surviving
spouses lost this entitlement if they remarried at any age and the
only provision to regain the benefit was if the latter marriage
ended in death or divorce.  Under the new law those who have
already remarried (and were age 57 or older when they did so)
have until 16 December ‘04 to apply for reinstatement of their
DIC benefits. The current entitlement is $967 a month. The
application form VA form 21-686c can be downloaded at
www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/21-686c.pdf. Readers who know
of individuals who may be eligible should inform them of this
new law since the VA has no way of knowing who or where
these eligibles reside. Thus notification letters will not be sent.
Those eligible should apply as soon as possible as there was no
mention in the bill that payments are retroactive. [Source: Air
Force Retiree News 21 Jan 04]

Battle for Triangle Hill (cont.)
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Officers
Name Office Term

F. E. (Gene) Peeples President 2003-2007
Preston McGlothren 1st Vice President 2003-2007
Maurice Reeves 2nd Vice President 2003-2007
Ron Levendowski 3rd Vice President 2003-2007
Needed ASAP Executive Secretary 4 years
Jim DeCarlo* Treasurer 1999-2005
Robert C. Hoxsie* Quartermaster 2001-2005

Governors:
Moises Alonzo 2003-2009
Alexander Bravo 2003-2009
Dennis W. Camp 2001-2007
Clyde Carlisle* 1999-2005
Bernice Crain* 1999-2005
Roy Dunklebarger* 1999-2005
Don Filardo 2001-2007
Levi O. “Rabbit” Haire 2001-2007
Charles D. Iden 2003-2009
S. K. (Ken) Maxwell* 1999-2005

*The terms of two Officers (DeCarlo and Hoxsie) and four Governors (Carlisle, Crain, Dunklebarger, and Maxwell)
are scheduled to expire at the 7th IDA 2005 Reunion. Hopefully they will seek re-election. However, some of these, or other
Officers and or Governors, may not wish to serve again. If you desire to run for one of these positions, then please let our
President know as indicated in the “Comments from your President” column.

7th IDA Governing Council

Compensation Facts
Disability compensation for veterans is not subject to Federal
or State income tax. About 80 percent of veterans receive their
VA benefits by direct deposit, which VA recommends for security
reasons.

Veterans are rated at increments of 10 recent reflecting degree
of disability. As federal regulations summarize the underlying
principle, “The percentage ratings represent as far as can
practicably be determined the average impairment in
earning capacity resulting from such diseases and injuries
and their residual conditions.”

The largest category of veterans on the compensation scale is at

10 percent disability ($106 per month), with 791,000 veterans
at this rate at the end of fiscal year 2003 among the total 2.5
million veterans receiving disability compensation. The criteria
for rating the severity of each disability are available online at
the following location www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/
waisidx_03/38cfr4_03.html.

As medical knowledge, laws and procedures change, VA
regularly publishes proposed changes to these criteria in the
Federal Register for public comment before a final regulation is
adopted. Where a veteran has more than one disability, the
percentages are not added together to produce a new, overall
rating. Instead, a formula described in federal regulations
calculates the overall rating.

Continued on page 33
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The article on this page, and continuing on page 34, is reproduced
by kind permission of the “Mountaineer” newspaper of Fort Carson,
CO from their issue of December 5, 2003.

The Chief wears The Hourglass
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A veteran may be rated at zero percent, meaning there is evidence
of the service-connected condition, but it does not impair the
veteran. An example is a minor scar. This zero percent rating,
though not compensable, is beneficial, since it raises the veteran’s
priority in other VA programs, and it may be reviewed for a
higher rating if the condition worsens.

A veteran may have a number of disabilities individually evaluated
as 0 percent which produce 10 percent combined disability and
entitle the veteran to disability compensation. At the end of fiscal
year 2003, there were 16,000 veterans in this category of
“compensable zero” ratings. In addition to the 2.5 million veterans
on the compensation rolls, past studies have shown
approximately 1.2 million veterans have overall ratings of 0
percent, but because they do not receive payments from VA,
the exact number is not known.

The largest category of service-connected disabilities is
musculoskeletal problems, accounting for 40 percent of all
disabilities. This includes such problems as impairment of the
knee and arthritis due to trauma. Data on the number and type
of disabilities are published annually at www.vba.va.gov/
reports.htm.

A proposed cost-of-living increase is included in the President’s
budget proposal released early each calendar year. It is part of
the spending forecast and appropriations request for the ensuing
fiscal year, a starting point for legislative discussion. However,
the actual percentage increase is set through a separate bill
debated by Congress and usually signed into law the following
fall.

Legislators are not bound by any specific annual Consumer Price
Index formula for COLA, but historically have chosen to mirror
the percentage given to Social Security recipients. The Social
Security increase, in turn, is based on a Bureau of Labor
Statistics calculation of the rise in the consumer price index for
urban wage earners and clerical workers (CPI-W).

Cost of living adjustments become effective December 1 each
year and are reflected in the payment received by veterans on
or about the first day of the New Year. Whenever a payment
falls on a holiday or weekend, as is the case with the Jan. 1
payment each year, that month’s payment is issued the last prior
business day.

“Compensation” Cont’d from page 31
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Final Taps

Organization                     Co/Bat.         Date of Death
  Name

Organization                     Co/Bat.         Date of Death
  Name

WWWWWe re re re re remember temember temember temember temember those who hahose who hahose who hahose who hahose who havvvvve lefe lefe lefe lefe left our rt our rt our rt our rt our rankankankankanksssss

127th Signal Bn.& 3rd Brigade
 Archibald, Alden K. HHC & A 7/12/2003

13th Engineer Battalion [C]
 McDonald, M. Delbert A 11/12/2002
 Wilson, Roy G.. A 1/27/2004

31st Infantry Regiment
 Birk, George D. I 10/8/2003

32nd Infantry Regiment
 Fleming, J. M. Hq 7/8/2003
 Nowakowski, Mathew S. H 11/11/2003
 Ortamond, Morris E 9/5/2003

49th Field Artillery & 57th Field Artillery
 Bastien, Joseph P. Unknown 1/2/2004

57th Field Artillery Battalion
 Breneisen, Charles E. B 2003
 Maxey, Gene A. HQ 8/19/2003

7th Reconnaissance Co.
 Neil, Joseph H. Recon 12/20/2003

2004 USA KWVA Revisit Quotas Received
From  Jack Edwards  eMail <jj.edwards@verizon.net>

Dear Fellow Korean War Veterans:
The 2004 Revisit Korea Quotas have been received from the
KVA Seoul, Korea. Please pass the word to as many Korean
War Veterans as possible. These quotas go very quickly so
time is important and we go by the date your application is
received in our Alexandria, VA office!

The KVA eligibility requirements are:

1. That you served “in, over or around” Korea 6/25/50 to 7/27/
53 (Ground, Air and Sea).
2. That you have not taken a subsidized Revisit Tour before
3. Be a member in good standing of USA KWVA

Note: Direct descendants of anyone killed in action in Korea
are also eligible as well as war correspondents who covered the
war.

The 2004 Quotas dates are:
22-28 June 80 people Beijing, China ext. 28 June - 3 July
12-18 Sept. 80 people Beijing, China ext. 18-23 Sept
10-16 Oct. 45 people Beijing, China ext. 16-21 Oct

As stated, these quotas go very quickly so call, Fax or eMail
immediately for an application to:

Military Historical Tours, KWVA Revisit Coordinator
Phone: 703-212-0695    Fax:703-212-8567

eMail: <mht@miltours.com>

Sincerely and fraternally,
Warren Wiedhahn, President

Military Historical Tours
KWVA Revisit Coordinator

Korea -1950-Pusan, Inchon, Chosin Reservoir
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Please type or print clearly.

Name:                                                                                                .     Sex:              
                           Last Name             First                  Middle                              Male     Female

Address:
                                                                                                                                          .
                        Street, RR, or PO Box Apartment #

                                                                                                                                                                  .
City State 9 Digit Zip Code Country

Status:     Active Duty       Veteran       Widow of Veteran       Child of Veteran  

Spouse’s Name:                                                                                                                              .
      (or next of kin)

Phones:  (         )                                                       (         )                                         (          )                                            ,
               Home                                                         Business    Fax

eMail Address:                                                                      .

Military
Assignment: ____________________________________________________________________

Platoon Company Troop Battalion Battery           Regiment       Brigade

With 7th ID from:                          .To:                           Highest Rank:                                DOB:       /      /      .
Please attach another sheet  giving details of the following:

Overseas Assignments, Major Battles, Awards & Decorations and Service Medals:

                                                                                                _
            Applicant’s Signature                                                                 Application Date

Membership Application Form

Recommended By 7th IDA Member:
Name:                                                                     .
Address:                                                                  .
                                                                                  .

Mail the completed form and your check or
Money Order for $20.00, made out to:

“7th Infantry Division Association”
and send to:

Doug Halbert
518 Hilinai St.
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426
Phone: (808) 249-0365

New Members are immediately placed on our mailing list
and receive a paid up membership card, lapel pin, auto
decal, copy of our current newsletter, and a copy of our
Constitution and By-laws. Subsequent dues will be
$20.00, due in June of the biennial reunion year.
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Dues Status
The next Dues cycle will commence July 1, 2005. Your
voluntary submission of your 2005 – 2007 dues at that time
without a reminder will be appreciated.

Please look at the address label on this issue of The
Hourglass. If, above your name, it says:

2005................. You are current at this time.

2007+ .............. You are paid in advance. Thank you.

Associate ........ You are exempt from dues.

Honorary......... You are exempt from dues.

Special ............. You are exempt from dues.

Send your $20.00 dues to:
7th IDA
518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

Your continuing
support of the
Association is
appreciated.

This huge rock is on Hwy. 25 in rural Iowa. For
generations, kids have painted slogans, names, and
obscenities on this rock, changing it’s character
many times. A few months back, the rock received
it’s latest paint job by Ray “Bubba” Sorensen II,
and now, as a tribute to U.S. Veterans, it has been
left completely undisturbed.


