The Hourglass
The Annual Newsletter of the 7th Infantry Division Association

December 2000

Skyline of Milwaukee, Wisconsin – The site of our 2001 Reunion

September 13, 14, 15 & 16, 2001

Four Points Sheraton Hotel

To many, Milwaukee is part of "that Cheesehead state," or the place where they brew all that beer
and eat bratwurst. But Milwaukee has the perfect balance of big-city attractions and small-town values. It's
what philosophers dream about and corny songwriters pine after: the good life.
The Potawatomi Indians had their own name for this city: A Gathering Place by the River. The land
had rich soil, plenty of timber and the water from many rivers in addition to Lake Michigan. When the first
European settlers began their migration in the 1840s, they thought the combination of fertile land and lifepreserving water was a harbinger of prosperity. Since then, there's always been a sense of optimism and
pride as well as a common thread binding its natives. Pockets of this community hold on to the traditions
laid down 150 years ago. The Germans, for example, left their strong work ethic, evident everywhere from
one-room, mom-and-pop businesses to industrial giants like Allen-Bradley Co.
Beer, brats, cheese, cold weather -- they all contribute to what Milwaukeeans call personality. And
they reflect what locals are perhaps most proud of, their city's diversity. A few years back, the Greater Milwaukee Convention and Visitors Bureau adopted a new slogan for the city, giving it the stamp of "Genuine
American." It was meant to convey and reflect a feeling as comfortable and dependable as a pair of brokenin jeans. Every neighborhood brings its own unique qualities to this melting-pot town -- from old-fashioned
Italian bread and cannolis on the East Side to Serbian meat pies in a turn-of-the-century Schlitz tavern on
the South Side to arthouse films and poetry readings on the East Side.
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Our hotel, the Four Points Sheraton is close to the airport and provides free shuttle service. You
may park your RV’s on the property but you are prohibited from occupying the RV. For those of you who
want some choices when it comes to meals, the hotel has two restaurants and there are four restaurants and
two fast food organizations within safe walking distance from the hotel. Culver’s, Perkins, Denny’s and
Mama Mia’s Pizza are the restaurants and McDonalds and Burger King are the fast food outfits. There
should be something for everybody.
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Our Active Duty personnel
Are thinking of us!
This is the Christmas card received by
The Association just in time to be included
In this edition of the Hourglass.
To General Soriano, CSM Ponder
And your entire staff;
We send our thanks and good wishes.
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Greetings from your President
The year 2000 has passed quickly. A large number of our
comrades have departed and those remaining are one year older. The
2001 Reunion gains in significance in that it may be the last opportunity for many to see and visit with a friend or friends who established
bonds during a very important period of our lives.
The year 2000 marked the 50th anniversary of the beginning
of the Korean Conflict. The continued presence of the 7th Infantry
Division in Korea lasted until 1971. This means that thousands have
some common experiences and memories the need to be shared. The
Reunion (our 18th biennial) of 2001 will be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin September 13, 14, 15 and 16. Details are in the following
pages of the Hourglass. Let’s make an effort to attend and not disappoint that buddy who has been looking for you.
I hope your Holiday Season was joyous and wish you a prosperous and happy New Year!

2001 Reunion — 7th Infantry Division Association
The Milwaukee “Get-together”
September 13, 14, 15, 16, 2001
At the 1999 reunion general business session those present chose Wisconsin as the site for the 2001
reunion. It was then up to the site selection committee to work out the details of location, time and activities for the “Get-together.” The committee consisted of First Vice-President Don Filardo, immediate pastPresident Max Clayton and his wife Phyllis, Treasurer James DeCarlo and President Don Foltz and his wife
Jean. Doug Halbert, Executive Secretary, solicited convention bureau proposals from Milwaukee, Madison
and Green Bay. After receipt of the materials and a chance to review them, the committee met in June.
Don Filardo made the local arrangements for the meeting. The committee selected Milwaukee as the site
for the reunion and then proceeded to develop program selections. Don Filardo was authorized to follow up
with the hotel, event and transportation providers and the special event organizations.

Reunion Headquarters
Our reunion headquarters will be at the Four Points Sheraton Hotel. Since 60% of our attendees will
be arriving by air, it made sense to the committee to have the headquarters as convenient to the airport as
possible. The main terminal of the General Mitchell International Airport is approximately one half mile
from the hotel. The hotel provides free shuttle transportation from and to the airport terminal. There is
plenty of room in the hotel (580 rooms) to house everyone in our group. There are ample meeting rooms
for our various activities including hospitality rooms for any of the component units of the Division who
might choose to hold their reunions at the same time. The special room rate for the 7th IDA is $77.00 per
night. Just so nobody gets a surprise, be aware that there is a 14.6% room tax added to your daily room
rate. Considering the increase in costs over recent years, we believe this rate to be very good price for this
excellent facility. It is required that you identify yourself as a participant in the 7th Infantry Division Association reunion when you make your reservations in order to receive this special rate. The “cut-off” date for
the guaranteed reservation rate is August 8, 2001.
3

Memorial Services and Milwaukee Activities
Friday will be the big day
away from the Four Points Sheraton. After allowing time for the
late arrivals to register and others
to have a leisurely breakfast or
brunch, we will board busses
which will take us to the Milwaukee Lake Front. Our first stop
(approximately 1:30PM) will be at
the Milwaukee County War Memorial which is part of the Milwaukee County Art Museum. The
Art Museum has had a major addition this last year and is an architectural show piece itself. The Memorial Service has been scheduled
from 4-5 PM. They have facilities
for inside and outside events which
both overlook Lake Michigan so
the weather does not need to cooperate. Arrangements are being
made for a fly-over as this part of
the service. This is one of the reasons for having the Memorial Service on a week day and earlier in
the reunion program. Prior to the
Memorial Service the attendees
can visit the art exhibits or take a trolley (every few minutes) to downtown Milwaukee for stores and shopping.
Following the Memorial Service the busses will take us to the Italian Conference Center which is
just a short distance away. Here we will have a primarily Italian dinner, music and dancing. Busses will
have us back at the Sheraton Four Points by 10:00 PM.
Saturday Morning is reserved for our General Business session . We have also arranged for a trip to
the Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory, known as the Domes, for the ladies so they will not have to
just sit around the hotel while we are in meeting.
Following our meeting and the return of those who go to the Domes, busses will be available to take
us to the Milwaukee Public (Natural History) Museum or the Miller Brewing Co. plant tour — your choice.
The busses will return those on tours to the hotel by 3:30 PM so we can all get a little rest or enjoy open
hospitality before the Reunion Banquet on Saturday evening.
We have arranged for religious services on Sunday morning at the hotel. After the services there
will be a full sit-down breakfast which will allow all a final “get-together” before commencing our journey
to our respective homes.

4

FOUR POINTS HOTEL MILWAUKEE AIRPORT
4747 South Howell Avenue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207
Tel: (414) 481-8000
Fax: (414) 481-8065
FACILITIES:
508 Deluxe Guest Rooms; Non-Smoking and Accessible Rooms
Available; Complimentary Airport Shuttle; Free Parking; Harold's Award
Winning Restaurant; Courtyard Cafe; BJ's Saloon; Down Under Club; Room Service 6:00AM to 10:00PM;
Concierge; Gift Shop; Travel Agency and Car Rental Offices On-Site. Room rates are $77.00 plus 14.6%
Tax for a total of $88.24 per day single or double occupancy.
LOCAL INFORMATION:
Mitchell International Airport-3/4 Mile; Henry Meier Summer Festival Grounds-7 Miles; Rockwell
Int'l Corporate Headquarters-7 Miles; Harley Davidson Motorcycle Plant-28 Miles; Miller Brewing Company-10 Miles; Milwaukee County Zoological Park-14 Miles; State Fair Park/Milwaukee Mile-10 Miles
DIRECTIONS:
From North: I-43 or I-41 South to I-94 East to Exit 318 (Mitchell Int'l Airport). Exit Howell Avenue. Left on Howell Avenue for .75 miles. Hotel on your left.
From South: I-94 North to Milwaukee. Exit 318 (Mitchell Int'l Airport). Exit Howell Avenue. Left
on Howell Avenue for .75 miles. Hotel on your left.
From West: I-94 East to Milwaukee. Exit 318 (Mitchell Int'l Airport). Exit Howell Ave. Left on
Howell Avenue for .75 miles. Hotel on your left.
For registration by mail, complete the following form and mail it to the Four Points Sheraton at the
above address. Be sure to enclose a deposit check covering your first night’s stay or provide the hotel with
a major credit card number and the expiration date on your card. You may also call the hotel reservations
department at the above number or, if you wish you can call the national Sheraton toll-free number (800)
325-3535. If you make your reservations through the national system be sure to identify your group, confirm your rate and ask for written confirmation of the reservation.

FOUR POINTS SHERATON REGISTRATION
7 Infantry Division Association – Group Reservation Form – Deadline 8/8/2001
th

Please reserve _______ Room(s) for ______ person(s)

Reunion dates: September 13 –16, 2001

Name (Please print): ____________________________________
Share with: ___________________________________________
Home address: ________________________________________
City: __________________________ State: _____ Zip: _______

Type of room requested:
 One King Bed
$77.00
 Two Double Beds $77.00
 Smoking  Non-smoking

Phone: (____)_____________________
Arrival Date & Time: ___________________ Departure Date: ___________
Method of Payment:  Check

AMEX

MasterCard

VISA

Discover Card

Diners Club

Card Number: _______________________ Exp. Date: _______ Signature: ______________________
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Membership Data

Minnesota
Missouri
Mississippi
Montana
North Carolina
North Dakota
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
Nevada
New York
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Virginia
Vermont
Washington
Wisconsin
West Virginia
Wyoming
Japan
Korea

Active members
1,354
Members we who have disappeared
757
Oldest member
Kermit Silverwood — Age 93
Youngest member
Chris Saucida — Age 21

Where are they?
Alaska
Alabama
Arkansas
Arizona
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Iowa
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Massachusetts
Maryland
Maine
Michigan

4
17
22
22
172
25
12
4
68
24
4
26
10
70
33
15
9
6
29
26
8
48

47
32
5
5
24
6
14
4
44
8
7
47
76
18
23
70
5
11
8
33
64
10
38
1
34
50
10
3
1
3

CT=12

34

MA = 29
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REGISTRATION FORM
7th Infantry Division Association—18th Biennial Reunion
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, September 13-16, 2001 — Sheraton Four Points Hotel

Name:
Address:
Spouse and/or Guest Names:
EVENT

EVENT COST

Thursday—Reception

Hors d’oeuvres provided—No-host cash bar

Thursday—Served Dinner

______ people @ $20.00 per person. Choice
of Chicken Breast or Pork Chops

Friday — Art Museum &
Downtown Touring

Admission to Museum $4.00 at the door
Trolley to downtown — 50¢ each way

Friday—Dinner—Italian
Conference Center

______ people @ $25.00 per person. Choice
of Veal Marsala or White Fish Almondine

TOTAL COST
N/A

Saturday—AM—Tour
Mitchell Park Horti______ people @ $13.50 per person.
cultural Domes for the
Ladies and Guests during
General Business Meeting
Saturday—PM—Tour
Miller Brewery &
Milwaukee Museum

______ people @ $15.00 per person

Saturday—Banquet

______ people @ $25.00 per person—Choice
of Prime Rib or Cornish Hen

Sunday Breakfast

______ people @ $8.50 per person—Choice
of meats, scrambled eggs, hash browns
breads & beverages.

Registration Fee

______ people @14.00 per person—Covers
bus transportation to events, reception
and the hospitality room

Dues 2001-2003

$15.00

Total Amount Due
Please complete this form and send it with your check or money order to the 7th Infantry Division Association, 518 Hilinai St., Wailuku, HI 96793. Payment due no later than Aug. 1, 2001

7

From Don Filardo’s scrapbook
Does this look familiar to those of your who were stationed at Eta Jima, Japan?

SPECIAL THANKS to those who included a “little extra” when writing their checks to
the Association to help us defer the costs of postage and supplies and those who have dug
down in their own pocket to cover miscellaneous expenses on behalf of the Association
Robert K. Bell
Adolph M. Bocuzzo
Philip G. Brouillet
James E. Brouillet
Max A. Clayton
Kenneth A. Cumbest
James DeCarlo, Jr.
Robert D. Dickens
Albert E. Dieterle
John E. Drastal
Lewis D. Eldredge
Richard T. Erm
Don Filardo
Donald E. Foltz
Kenneth G. Formwalt
Lou A. Gentry
Doug Halbert

John D. Hart
Henry S. Henson
Laurie A. Hinkson
Paul J. Husser
Peter D. Khalial
Adolph M. Kingston
Francis W. Klay
Albert Kresse
Robert E. Le Donne
Ernst W. Lee
Robert G. Magro
Ernest W. Mauller
William H. Mcgrath
William A. Miller
Ralph R. Murray
Douglas KCA Noel
James O. Parker
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John M. Pavelski
James R. Peaslee
Milton Porata
William E. Sardinha
Harding Skaggs
Joseph P. Sleight
Robert D. Stormes
Edward Stromberg
John J. Stuart
John P. Uruski
Noel G. Uruski
Gerald Wire

Special Air Fares offered by Midwest Express
Convention File Number C-748

Our First Vice President, Don Filardo, has made special arrangements with Midwest Express Airlines for a
convention fare. The applicable dates for travel are September 10-19, 2001. You will receive a 12% discount off any published fare. If you purchase your tickets 30 days in advance, the discount will be 15%.
For reservations you may call Midwest Express directly at the above toll-free phone number or you may
make your arrangement through your local travel agent. Be sure to have the Convention file number handy
when you are making your ticket arrangements. (For the benefit of travel agents, the applicable fare basis
code should be followed by /CM12 on a 12% discounted ticket and /CM15 on a 15% discounted ticket.

Take a look at the map. There are a lot of places from which you can fly at
these substantially reduced rates.
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No Desert on Attu!
Thinking the troops were
going to be sent to the hot, arid
climate of North Africa, the 7th
Infantry Division was relentlessly
trained in the American Southwest.
Amphibious landings
were part of their training in
preparation to meet the German
Army. Vehicles, like those that
were to carry them over the desert, were provided. The endless
maneuvers. But, this intensive
training did not prepare the division for what was to happen to
them.
Being the only troops we
had ready at the time, the division’s third commander, Maj.
Gen. Albert E. Brown, put two
regiments on a transport bound
for Alaska in May of 1943, men
that were ill-prepared for an Arctic occupation in the face of a
Japanese onslaught.
The officers in charge
were overconfident in their prediction that this action would be
short-lived, even expressing the
opinion the occupation of Attu
Island would be no more than
thirty-six hours.
The men were told there
was no need to take their blankets
ashore; hot food was to be provided only for the first night but,
in fact, there was no food for anyone.
Instead of finding the soft,
dry sand for which they had been
prepared, the men found themselves in fog, grass, and snow.
And, ankle-deep mud.
What was supposed to be
an occupation of only thirty-six
hours dragged on for twenty-one
days. During this elongated period it became evident the men

that had been so totally prepared
in the deserts of our country had
not been prepared for the horror
and misery into which they were
now thrust, including the possibility of fear. In Massacre Valley
where much of the action was focused, for example, some of the
troops were so frightened that
they were unable to move, even
upon command.
Little or no sleep in the
muddy foxholes, the swollen feet
in boots that became increasingly
smaller, the ever-present cold, the
wet clothing, took its toll on the
troops. Frostbite and rusting rifles were even more debilitating
to them. That is, if they were to
defeat the enemy.
The Japanese, being used
to the environs that pervade the
Northern Hemisphere, were hidden by the fog that encircled and
protected them, a window
through which our regiments
could not see. Snipers were everywhere, ebbing and flowing like
the tides of the ocean.
At the same time, our men
began to demand attention to their
own physical needs: hot food,
more warmth. Especially, socks.
As one writer put it, “bad shoes
mean poor fighting.”
The vehicles, meant for
the terrain of the North African
desert, could not negotiate the
hills and valleys of Attu Island.
The men of the battalions sent
there were forced to hand-carry
the division’s ammunition.
Those same men had to
carry their wounded from the battlefront to the field hospitals, no
matter how exhausted they were
themselves.
The toll of these “patrol
10

actions” was 2600 dead, Americans and Japanese, with more
than 2000 men wounded.
Instead of returning to the
Californian desert in which they
had been trained, the 7th division
found itself mopping up. For
over six months, cleaning up the
island, our men spent their time
disposing of debris, rooting out
stragglers from the Japanese
troops, and burying the dead.
Why were these men sent
there, to fight on snow and ice
instead of sand? Those that know
are no longer with us. Some who
survive to this day may call the
Battle for Attu a forgotten war.
But, no battle has been forgotten.
One should reflect upon the
words of Winston Churchill,
across the world, fighting his own
war, “Never have so few done so
much for so many.”

The above photographs of marker signs were taken by a friend
of Carl Schneider
who was a civilian worker in the Aleutians long after the war.
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Mini-Reunions
Headquarters & Headquarters Battery
7th Division Field Artillery

Left to right: John Kalchbrenner, Wayne Stromberg,
Leon Hendershot, Ed Creger, Glen Johnson and
Pete Costa

Left to right (seated)): Madge Hollingsworth, Mabel
Creger, Lil Kalchbrenner, Diane Stenberg,
(Standing) Pat Hollingsworth, Harriet Johnson,
Jeanne Stromberg

Our reporter, Ed Creger, tells of this reunion at Branson, MO held on September 24-28, 2000. Ed says,
“The many entertainment opportunities at Branson met our needs nicely. The number of participants at
a given even was a personal choice, but many people went to the same program. We all met for breakfast and dinner for our time of reminiscence and to get acquainted with family members who were present.
The reunion was attended by Pete Costa, Ed and Mabel Creger, Leon Hendershot and his daughter
Diane Stenberg and friend John Mohler, Madge Hollingsworth (widow of Jimmie Hollingsworth), and
her son and daughter-in-law, Jimmie and Pat Hollingsworth, Glen and Harriet Johnson, John and Lol
Kalchbrenner, and Wayne and Jeanne Stromberg.
A reunion in 2001 is pending and may be held in conjunction with the 7th Infantry Division Association. For additional information, please contact Ed Creger, 1017 Cannon Gate Crossing, Marietta, GA
30064-4619, Phone (770) 428-8958.

13th Engineers [C] Reunion
October 12-15, 2000, the 13th Engineer [C] Battalion Association held it’s third biennial reunion in
Springfield, MO. Fifty-four veterans of the battalion, spouses and guests attended.
The highlight event was the Memorial Service and the Saturday Night Banquet. At the Memorial Service the firing squad was composed of soldiers of Co. B, 5th Engineer Bn., Fort Leonard Wood. (In
June 1921, the 13th Engineers were activated from elements of the 5th Engineer Bn.) The Honor Guard
was composed of members of the 1107th AVCRAD, Springfield, MO. The “Tribute to the Fallen Sol12

dier” was displayed.
At this reunion we did not have an after dinner speaker. The membership
had authorized the purchase of the Battalion Colors and all of the battle and
award streamers which the Battalion had earned during it’s years of active
duty. After dinner the colors were uncased. There were twenty-six streamers to be attached to the colors. These streamers were distributed to the veterans for attachment to the colors. As each streamer was attached there
were many pictures taken by those in attendance.

Both the colors ceremony and the
“Fallen Soldier” display were
very moving for those in attendance. The two men holding the
colors (and both hidden by the
colors) are Lenoise Bowman,
Vice President, A Co. 50-51 and
Billy Quinton, C Co. 50-51.
We also visited Branson, MO for
two shows. One was “Mel Tillis” and it was a very good show.
His whole family participates. Some of his grandchildren are only four or five. It was good, clean family
entertainment. The next reunion for the 13th Engineer Battalion [C] will be in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Military order of the Purple Heart

On June 2-3-4 the MOPH held
their State Convention in Canton,
Ohio. Among the group were six
veterans of the 7th Infantry Division. At this convention one of
our Governors, Charles M.
Smith, Jr., was elected State Sr.
Vice Commander of the MOPH
— Congratulations Charlie!

Left to right in the photo are: Robert C. Isner, 73rd. Tank; Charles M. Smith, Jr., 31st Inf. Reg.; R. Louie
Spinelle, 31st Inf. Reg.; Lindsey M. Frederick, Jr., 13th Eng. Bn. [C]; Lou Kolb, 17th Inf. Reg. and
Robert Gebele, 31st Inf. Reg.
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Okinawa: Baptism of Fire
Excerpt from a personal history submitted by Victor Goehring, Esq. Lodi, CA
©1998 by Victor Goehring. Re-printed with the permission of the author

Having been with my unit the first night, the
following morning we commenced an attack for the
capture of a certain hill. Fighting was fierce. Casualties were heavy. We were isolated. Supplies, including our food rations, didn’t come as scheduled
that evening. We had semi-sweet chocolate bars in
our pockets as emergency rations for our dinner.
Fortunately the resistance subsided the second
morning. We were then able to retrieve our
wounded and retreat.
Every soldier not a casualty was involved in
carrying out our wounded and I personally helped
carry one soldier on a stretcher. I was physically
weak from not having any sleep or adequate food
the night before, then helping to carry a wounded
soldier on a stretcher called for more strength than I
normally would have been able to muster. I could
scarcely walk myself. The trek to the rear was one
of the most trying physical ordeals of my life.
One dark night on the front, there was a rustle in the bush and a barrage of rifle and machine
gun fire went off from our side. It made a helleva
lot of noise and it lasted less than a minute, but I
thought the world was coming to an end. Everything was quiet the remainder of the night. You
could hear a pin drop. When the sun rose in the
morning we saw a dead horse where the fire had
been directed.
You don’t always have an opportunity to get
an actual bead on the enemy but one incident happened when we were in our two-man foxholes,
about 10 to 20 feet apart. The terrain was sparsely
wooded with some bush and grass and not entirely
flat. All of a sudden I saw, about 50 to 60 feet in
front of me, a Japanese face and helmet. I took aim
and fired, assuming I got him. About 30 seconds
later another helmet appeared and someone to my
right fired. Following that, all was still and no further incident.
After about a week at the front our regiment
pulled to the rear for rest and recuperation. At that
time I received my first promotion. I was automatically promoted from buck private to private first
class. The promotion was automatic for serving in
combat. Later I was awarded the Combat Infantry
Badge.
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My unit was at rest about two weeks. During this period we received replacements. One of
the replacements was Ben Daschiel. We had much
in common and he became my favorite buddy. He
was about a month younger than I, had just graduated from high school, and was admitted to U. C.
Berkeley. At that time I had no idea I would ever
go to Stanford, so I didn’t hold this against him.
About the time we were completing our rest
period our platoon officer asked one of us rifleman
to volunteer to replace a radio operator who had just
been injured. Somehow the position landed on me.
I turned in my M-1 rifle and was now a walkie
talkie radio operator with a carbine rifle instead of
an M-1.
We returned to the front line together with
the new replacements who joined the unit during
rest period. The first attack after the rest period was
very short (maybe 15 minutes) but it was the fiercest
exchange of fire I experienced in the whole campaign.
In the attack Ben Daschiel was killed in approximately the first five minutes of fire. Ben was
the closest buddy I had in the whole war. We knew
each other only about ten days, but our bond was
strong. The rifle Ben was firing when he was killed
was the rifle I used up until the time I was assigned
to radio operator.
One of the most severe and traumatic physical experiences was a period of about seven days
and seven nights of continuous rain. We were on
the front during this time and I thank God the fighting was at a minimum. Regardless of what we did
to adjust our pup tents, and heaven knows how
many times we did that, the rain would still come
through.
One luxury we had during this period was
the dry socks we received in the evening with our
rations. We welcomed the dry socks more than the
food, even though they sometimes got saturated
from our soggy boots in a couple of hours. The
trauma of living through that miserable rain required
more endurance than some of the battles.
We had a peaceful night. Felt secure. As
light started to come, we were awakened by a loud
number of voices shouting “bonsai, bonsai”. They

were definitely headed for us. Our fire let loose.
Thank God our mortar squad behind us was zeroed
in. Our shells rained the entire area where the bonsai group was located. Nearly all were killed by the
mortar fire except a few were killed by rifle fire. I
would guess in less than half an hour after the killing was over, most of the approximately four dozen
Japanese bodies had maggots on them. I have never
seen such a concentration of flies as in the battle
zone. Sometimes when they landed on our food, it
made me feel like throwing up. I cannot stand flies
to this day!
A short time after the rain spell I acquired
dysentery which must have come from eggs laid by
the flies that hatched maggots on the excessive number of bodies from the bonsai attack. I was in extreme pain and excreted only white liquid for about
two days. I explained my condition to my C.O., told
him I was sick and wanted to go back. He called for
a doctor who asked me a few questions. I don’t recall him taking my temperature or giving me medicine. The doctor said I was o.k., so I remained on
the front line. I couldn’t help but think that the
Army’s opinion at that time was if anyone could
wiggle he was fit for the front. Apparently some
ship loads of replacements must have been late arriving.
There were times when casualties occurred
from friendly fire. One night our own artillery shots
fell short and injured or killed about a dozen of our
own support men. It’s much harder to reconcile
death or injury of our own troops when it is caused
by our own fire power.
The odor of decomposing bodies was extremely uncomfortable. We received cigarettes with
our rations and smoked them to help smother the
stench. Sometimes we were ordered not to smoke
since the fumes could reveal our position.
After the bonsai attack I believe everyone in
our unit picked up a Japanese rifle from one of the
bonsai attackers. I picked up a rifle with a bayonet,
boxed it and sent it home. After I arrived home I
sold it for $2.00.
With about ten days left in the fighting, our
company officer was replaced by a former C.O. of
our Company. This officer had been injured in the
Leyte campaign, was sent to a hospital for treatment
and recuperation, then reassigned back to our Company. On the morning of his first battle I happened
to see him drop. A bullet had gone in one end of his

helmet, through his head and out the other end. Helmets, although made of steel, were good for protection from shrapnel and ricocheted bullets, but not
much for direct hits.
In the evening of the same day our C.O. was
killed, we were getting ready for our night camp.
We thought we had routed out the enemy in our
morning attack and felt secure. Three of us, our platoon sergeant, our medic and myself were walking
abreast to join our unit for night encampment. The
medic was in the middle. As we were going over a
small hill I heard a shot. It sounded different than
shots usually do. Our medic dropped. The sergeant
and I immediately pulled him over the hill. We
opened his clothes and discovered a very small
amount of his intestine out. He was dead. The bullet entered his back, dead center in his torso, in the
middle of the three of us. I needed no convincing
that the Japanese soldiers were expert marksmen.
My direct witness of, and nearness to those
two deaths on that day, told me life hangs on only
by a thread.
When the so-called “hostilities” terminated
in Okinawa there was a lot of mopping up to do.
Mopping up consisted essentially of routing out
snipers, pockets of resistance and helping displaced
and wounded civilians.
On about the second to last day of mopping
up, our platoon sergeant, Sergeant Brown, had his
left eye shot out. This was particularly tragic since
Sergeant Brown was the only man in our platoon at
that time who had participated and survived all the
campaigns of the 7th Division, starting with Attu,
Kiska, Leyte, and Okinawa..
The same afternoon we routed out a group of
civilians from a cave. They went into the cave for
shelter and protection from the was and thought the
fighting was still on. When we led them out of the
cave, we experienced seeing great fear on their
faces. It was tragic to see their pain and suffering as
most of them were injured in one way or another.
One woman had gangrene all over the side of his
face. A man’s hand was hanging on only by its skin
and he was holding it with the other hand. This was
the most pathetic sight I have ever witnessed. Why
did these innocent civilians have to go through this?
After mop up we set camp for rest and recuperation, for then we were to start training for the
invasion of Japan.
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Reunion 2001:
Site Survey expenses
$1,518.57
Telephone
$30.08
TOTAL Reunion 2001
$1,548.65
Reunion Expenses 1999:
Copy Services
$33.99
Office Supplies
$22.56
Telephone
$22.50
TOTAL Reunion Expenses 1999
$79.05
Utilities:
Telephone - Executive Secretary
$73.32
TOTAL Utilities
$73.32

How did we do
with our finances
in 2000?
Profit & Loss Statement by Year
1/1/00 Through 12/20/00
Category Description
INCOME
Contributions Received:
Postage
$202.00
Unrestricted
$277.20
TOTAL Contributions Received
Dues Received:
7-1-1999 to 6-30-2001
$6,945.00
7-1-2001 to 6-30-2003
$970.00
7-1-2003 to 6-30-2005
$90.00
7-1-2005 to 6-30-2007
$30.00
7-1-2007 to 6-30-2009
$30.00
TOTAL Dues Received
Interest Income
New Member Fees Received
Quartermaster Sales
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES
Audit Services
Advertising
Check Printing
Finials for colors
3-year Treasurer’s Bond
Miscellaneous
Office Supplies:
Executive Secretary
$121.32
Quartermaster
$99.19
Treasurer
$67.70
TOTAL Office Supplies
Officer Compensation:
Treasurer - Ed Creger
$50.00
TOTAL Officer Compensation
Postage:
Executive Secretary
$550.18
Hourglass
$546.04
Quartermaster
$203.78
Treasurer
$76.14
TOTAL Postage
Printing:
Constitution & Bylaws
$1,011.86
Hourglass
$1,737.97
Membership Cards
$169.24
Stationery
$524.60
TOTAL Printing
QM Inventory Purchases
Regulatory Fees

Total

TOTAL EXPENSES

$7,676.84

NET INCOME

$6,629.50

$479.20

Balance Sheet - 7th IDA
As of 12/20/2000
$8,065.00
$756.69 Account
$3,000.00
$2,005.45 ASSETS

Balance

$14,306.34 Cash and Bank Accounts
7th Inf. Div. Assn.
CD 8000238694
CD 8000238702
$43.44
$51.60 TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts
$24.20
$62.00
$250.00 TOTAL ASSETS
$17.06
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
LIABILITIES
EQUITY

$10,418.21
$17,527.65
$3,000.00
$30,945.86

$30,945.86

$0.00
$30,945.86

$288.21
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

$30,945.86

$50.00

$1,376.14

$3,443.67
$358.50
$11.00
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Again, this year, the address
labels have been coded with
your dues “paid to” date.
The next date that your $15.00
biennial dues become “due and
payable” is July 1, 2001

If you recall, last
year there was information about the
“Order of the Bayonet.” Member Jim
Jameson dug down in
his souvenir box and
located the card to the
right and the letter to the left. Both of the items are showing their age but they do add some historical information
to the file. We also received a copy of member Gardner
Wiginton’s DD-214 which includes the Bayonet Badge as
an authorized award.
Actually, further checking indicates that the Bayonet
Badge is not authorized to be worn on the uniform except
while on active duty assignment with the Division.

HEADQUARTERS IX CORPS
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
APO 264
25 November 1952
Major General Wayne C. Smith
Commanding General, 7th Infantry Division
APO 7, U. S. Army
Dear General Smith:
I am ever mindful of the fact that a corps is only as strong
as the combined strength of its divisions and that the only
justification for the existence of a corps headquarters is to
Control, assist, and co-ordinate the actions of its divisions.
When the 7th Infantry Division was under the operational
Control of the IX Corps, the strength and fighting qualities
Of the individuals and units of that division not only contributed immeasurably to the strength of the Corps but were of
great assistance in enabling my Headquarters to carry out its
Function. I wish to express to you and to the officers and
men of your fine division my appreciation for the loyal support
and cooperation your division has given to my Headquarters
and to the other units of the Corps.
In reviewing the period of your attachment one cannot
help being deeply impressed by the enthusiasm, professional
skill, and unselfish devotion with which you accomplished the
many missions assigned. I consider that during the time that
your division was on line, this Corps reached a new high
standard in the conduct of patrols, the integration of fires,
and the development of MLR and reserve positions. Throughout
this period the most cordial relationship existed between
the members of my Staff and the Commanders and Staffs of your
division.
In my opinion there could be no finer assignment for a
Corps Commander that to command a corps composed of divisions
Of the quality of the 7th Infantry Division
The best wishes of myself and Staff go to all the personnel
of your command. We hope that it will be our good fortune to
have the 7th Infantry Division with us again
(signed)
REUBEN E. JENKINS
Lieutenant General, U.S. Army, Commanding
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Do any of you recognize this?
It is the view from a ward tent at the
Clearing Company in June 1953. You
are looking up the hill to our chopper
landing spot and outdoor theatre. You
can make out the movie screen and see
the tiered ammo boxes which served
as our seats.
The letter to the left is reproduced as accurately as possible from a very light
photocopy sent to the editor during the
course of the past year. Unfortunately,
your secretary managed to allow the letter to be separated from the envelope in
which it came. If there is a person out
there who recognizes the letter and he
wants it back, please submit your request.

Members added to the roster this year
Unit
Name

Address
Company/Battery

City, State, Zip

Phone
Recommended By

1/79th Field Artillery
Weiss, Leo W.

1631 N. Western Ave., Park Ridge, IL 60068

(847) 698-1939
Doug Halbert (Web site)

10th Cavalry & 32nd Inf. Reg.
Spears, Lloyd P. 208 Tromp Rd., Lynden, WA 98264-9403
Tank
10th Cavalry (Air)

(360) 354-8839
Alvin Clouse

Vermilyea, Charles R.

(860) 429-0757
Doug Halbert

61 Willington Hill Rd., Storrs, CT 06268-1215

15th AAA Battalion
Barrett, Paul M. 1403 Salt Creek Rd. , Hilger, MT 49451
A

(406) 462-5653
Levi O. "Rabbit" Haire

Hensley, Hodaviah

P. O. Box 109 , Warfield, KY 41267-0109

(606) 395-0136

D
Riddle, Sam C. P. O. Box 160 , Carthage, NC 28327
A
17th Infantry Regiment

Alvin Clouse
(910) 947-5402
Levi O. "Rabbit" Haire

Havlik, Bernard J. P. O. Box 351 , Necedah, WI 54646-0351
HQ

(608) 565-7637
Don Filardo

Horton, James L.
K

(662) 773-6746
Rudolph Dill

Jones, Duane A.
C & HHC

7820 Hwy 14 W. , Louisville, MS 39339
44 W. South Park Ave. , Oskosh, WI 54902-6534

(920) 233-1458
Don Filardo

Padron, Lonnie A. 1009 Cheryl Dr. , Burkburentt, TX 76354
C

(940) 569-0606
Delmar England

Warren, Stanley O. 641 Kingston Rd. , Grovetown, GA 30813-4622
E

(706) 863-7503
Roland L. Day

Weinberg, Howard 71 Porter Place , Glen Cove, NY 11542-3521
HQ
17th Infantry Regiment & 32nd Infantry

(516) 676-1835
Doug Halbert (Web site)

Tuskey, Robert E. 3769 E. American Ave. , Oak Creek, WI 53154-4840
(414) 764-0646
B&D
Don Filardo
184th Infantry Regiment
Moore, Joseph A.
M

12730 NW Filbert St. , Portland, OR 97229-5518

18

(503) 646-7965
Max Clayton

Members added to the roster this year (Continued)
Unit
Name

Address
Company/Battery

City, State, Zip

Phone
Recommended By

2nd Brigade - 27th IR
Ward, Frank J. 47 Middle St., Apt 2 , South Boston, MA 02127-2743
(617) 268-6292
B
Doug Halbert (Web site)
31st & 184th Infantry Regiments
Pohle, Robert W. 5705 Terrace Park Dr. , Dayton, OH 45429-6047
L&K
31st & 32nd Infantry Regiments
Smith, William J. 3645 Kalman Dr. , Zephyrhills, FL 33541-4601
I
31st & 57th Field Artillery

(937) 434-2584
Charles M. Smith, Jr.
(813) 788-9209
Doug Halbert (Web site)

Nellen, Donald F. W 1805 Hwy 11 , Burlington, WI 53105-9066
HQ
31st Field Artillery Battalion

(262) 763-2215
Bob Jaskowak

Caruso, James J.
B

(650) 588-3649
Doug Halbert (Web site)

P. O. Box 1575 , San Bruno, CA 94066-7575

Sells, Timothy L. 8300 Old State Rd. 60 , Sellersburg, IN 47172-1850
(812) 246-2030
Service/B
Doug Halbert (Web site)
31st Infantry Regiment
Batesole, Jack D.
L

5425 W US 6 , Helena, OH 42435

(419) 638-2871
Louis J. Kolb, Jr.

Boedecker, Richard A. 227 S Liberty St. , Redgranite, WI 54970-9602
(920) 566-2572
Cannon
Don Filardo
Bushey, Albert P. 246 Concord Rd. , Longmeadow, MA 01106-1600
(413) 567-5786
A
Edward A. Morin
Della Silva, James H.
C

11551 Via Appia Way , Anchorage, AK 99515-2907 (907) 349-1449
Doug Halbert (Web site)

DeLong, James C.
K

305 Reeser St. P. O. Box 363, Leesport, PA 19533-9513 (610) 926-5627
Alvin Clouse

Hardin, Harold F.

8 Robinwood Lane , Anniston, AL 36207-6267

(256) 237-5922
Donald E. Foltz

Hogan, Laurence D.
L

79 Messinger St. , Boston, MA 02136-0016

LaPointe, Eugene L.
HQ

143 N. Ohio St. , Praire Du Chien, WI 53821-1538
(608) 326-2229
Don Filardo

Mable, Robert S.
G
Pozzani, James A.
H

41 Royalston Rd. N. , Winchendon, MA 01475-1914
32 Hurd Avenue , Garnerville, NY 10923-1818
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(617) 296-6109
Doug Halbert / Jack Considine

(978) 297-3031
Frank Ward
(845) 429-8025
Doug Halbert (Web site)

Members added to the roster this year (Continued)
Unit
Name

Address
Company/Battery

Ridley, Ernest F.
A
Theim, John J.
E

City, State, Zip

Phone
Recommended By

2050 Springfield Dr. Sp. 105 , Chico, CA 95928-6361
(530) 342-5438
Doug Halbert (Web site)
1001 S. 113th St. , West Allis, WI 53214-2217

(414) 453-5709
Don Filardo

Torres, Louis A. 128 E. Montgomery St. , Baltimore, MD 21230-3924
(410) 685-7910
E
Doug Halbert (Web site)
32nd Infantry Regiment
Bump, August G.
Tank
Cook, James D.
E

743 So. 34th St. , Milwaukee, WI 53215-1107
P. O. Box 1473 , Gentry, AR 72734-1473

Dougherty, Daniel J.
M
Hanson, Robert M.
C
Howard, Don A.
E

(501) 736-2810
Doug Halbert (Web site)

336 E. Willow St. , Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

(218) 547-2411
Doug Halbert

13311 W. Desert Lane , Surprise, AZ 85374-5261

(623) 975-3415
Unknown

952 Riverside Dr. , South Bend, IN 46616-1301

Kennings, William D.
HQ & C
Kinney, George L.

(414) 672-5550
Don Filardo

7295 Huntington Dr. , Oscoda, MI 48750-9772

(219) 246-9587
Doug Halbert (Web site)
(517) 739-5958
Thomas Kane

117 Wild Horse Valley Rd. , Novato, CA 94947-3615
(415) 898-6920
Doug Halbert

Maddox, Belvin W.
McQuinn, Arthur
HQ

106 Westmoreland Dr. #102 , Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-4877
Doug Halbert (Web site)
16 Bowles Ave , Bar Harbor, ME 04608

O'Donnell, Edward J.
K
Paul, Lawrence W.
HHC

N 4774 11th Dr. , Montello, WI 53949
410 Carroll St. , Beaver Dam, WI 53916-1114

(207) 288-3772
Thomas Kane
(608) 297-8152
Don Filardo
(920) 885-9342
Don Filardo

Soderholm, Sid L. 1536 90th St. , Balsam Lake, WI 54810-2402
G
39th Separate Infantry Brigade

(715) 268-7033
Doug Halbert (Web site)

Ewing, James P. 5174 Highway 167 South , Sheridan, AR 72150
HQ
41st Separate Infantry Brigade

(870) 942-5554
Maurice Reeves

Brann, James R.

(541) 461-4473
Unknown

4065 Berrywood Dr. , Eugene, OR 97404-4061
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Members added to the roster this year (Continued)
Unit
Name

Address
Company/Battery

City, State, Zip

Phone
Recommended By

48th Field Artillery Battalion
Blackstrom, Robert L.
C
Frandsen, Donald P.
HHB

122 N. 2nd St. , West Newton, PA 15089-1528
34 Richardson Dr. , Daleville, AL 36322

(724) 872-6803
Phil Burgess
(334) 598-2581
Doug Halbert (Web site)

Kroes, John J. 7626 Botting Rd. , Racine, WI 53402-9744

(262) 639-0559
Phil Burgess

Moats, George W.
C

413 W. Vine St. , Mondavi, WI 54755-1035

(715) 926-3216
Don Filardo

Natrop, Robert L.
HQ

1017 Hennes Ct , Kaukauna, WI 54130-2627

(920) 766-3605
Don Filardo

Spall, Frederick T.
C

436 Gansevoort Blvd. , Staten Island, NY 10314-5259
(718) 698-4345
Phil Burgess

Wessel, Richard L. 2475 He-Nis-Ra La , Green Bay, WI 54304-1769
(920) 494-1303
HQ
Don Filardo
49th Field Artillery Battalion
Cook, Donald C.
HQ & C

895 Blake St. , Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 937-6672
Joe Padilla

Fuller, Ronald N. 5 Shackleford Plaza, Suite 150 , Little Rock, AR 72211-1872 (501) 225-8275
C
Doug Halbert (Web site)
MacIlvaine, William B.
B
Sistaro, Norman M.
A
508th USAS

522 Pine Grove Lane , Naples, FL 34103

360 Banta Ave. , Garfield, NJ 07026-2104

(941) 261-1933
Unknown
(973) 478-3527
Charles Koppelman

Roskey, William A. 9572 Woodblock Row , Columbia, MD 21045-4335
(410) 997-9127
B
Doug Halbert (Web site)
57th Field Artillery Battalion
McMillin, Grant L.
Hq

W 5987 Sugar Creek Rd. , Elkhorn, WI 53121-3840
(262) 723-8405
Bob Jaskowak

Mott, Stanley T. 1900 Jackson St. , Two Rivers, WI 54241
Svc
7/15th Field Artillery

(920) 793-4196
Charles Iden

Fisher, Jimmy W.
A

(915) 646-8626
Doug Halbert (Web site)

2200 12th St. , Brownwood, TX 76801-5408

21

Members added to the roster this year (Continued)
Unit
Name

Address
Company/Battery

City, State, Zip

Phone
Recommended By

707th Ordinance Maint. Co.
Garland, Claud

208 McClanahan Rd. SE , Cleveland, TN 37323-8170

Grisamer, Richard E.
Postolka, Charles F.

117 N. Lake St. , Syracuse, IN 46567-1326
1003 Weston Ave. , St. James, MN 56081-1645

(423) 472-4911
Doug Halbert
(219) 457-4904
Doug Halbert (Web site)
(507) 375-5403
Capt. Sherri Reed

79th Field Artillery Bn.
Beard, Jim

217 Marytena Dr. , Louisville, KY 40214-4338

(502) 375-3518
Doug Halbert

7th Administration Co.
Biedrzycki, John A. 625 Magnus Lane , Coraopolis, PA 15108-3421

(412) 859-6387
Don M. Heaster

Saklad, Martin B.

(805) 484-7878
Doug Halbert (Web site)

2764 Via Vela , Camarillo, CA 93010-2243

7th Division Band
Ostrander, Tom H.

308 E. Vine St. , Mt. Vernon, OH 43050-3440

(740) 392-3631
Louis J. Kolb, Jr.

7th Field Artillery
Hunziker, W. Robert 96 Dumbarton Dr. , Delmar, NY 12054-4406
HQ
7th Medical Battalion

Doug Halbert (Web site)

Linden, Lloyd J.
Clearing

(608) 348-8624
Don Filardo

333 Tamarac Trace , Platteville, WI 53818-1326

Wartner, Al 6122 E. Friess Dr. , Scottsdale, AZ 85254
B
7th Quartermaster & 32nd Inf. Reg.

(602) 948-3671
Doug Halbert (Web site)

Quernmoen, LeRoy S. 1020 1st Ave North , Fergus Falls, MN 56537-1100 (218) 736-4337
H - 32nd
Irwin Klinger
7th Quartermaster Co.
Casey, John W.

310 Fontana Dr. , Santa Clara, CA 95051

(408) 296-6198
Doug Halbert (Web site)

7th Signal Co.
Gallagher, John M

1201 Shelley St. , Manhattan Beach, CA 90266-6917
(310) 379-5226
Doug Halbert (Web site)
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Members added to the roster this year (Continued)
Unit
Name

Address
Company/Battery

City, State, Zip

Phone
Recommended By

Division Headquarters
Pike, John R. 1000 Guadalupe St., Apt 4 D , Kerrville, TX 78028-4930
Shin, Hyon-Dam

(608) 249-9701
Doug Halbert (Web site)

Jong-Won Ku, Un-Hang Dong 550 Joo-Gong APT 110-301, Seung-Nam City, KOR
Doug Halbert (Web site)

Stellwagen, Shelly L. 6655 Dream Weaver Dr. , Fort Carson, CO 80913
(719) 266-0739
HHC
Capt. Sherri Reed
Unit Assignment Unknown
Anderson, Marlan A 5507 33rd St. E , Bradenton, FL 34203-5236

(941) 758-1355
Doug Halbert

Cannell, John M.

(330) 332-4575
John P. Wire

13600 W. South Range Rd. , Salem, OH 44460-9168

Johnson, Harris E.

408 2nd St. NW , Aitkin, MN 56431-1248
Unknown

Scoggins, Noble D.

4557 Morley Lane , Jacksonville, FL 32210-6957
Capt. Sherri Reed

Total New Members as of 11/30/2000

82

Honor Roll recognizing our recruiters
Alvin Clouse

3

Bob Jaskowak

2

Capt. Sherri Reed

3

Charles Iden

1

Charles Koppelman

1

Charles M. Smith, Jr.

1

Delmar England

1

Don Filardo

13

Don M. Heaster

1

Donald E. Foltz

1

Doug Halbert

6

Doug Halbert (Web site)
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Doug Halbert / Jack Considine

1

Edward A. Morin

1
23

Frank Ward

1

Irwin Klinger

1

Joe Padilla

1

John P. Wire

1

Levi O. "Rabbit" Haire

2

Louis J. Kolb, Jr.

2

Maurice Reeves

1

Max Clayton

1

Phil Burgess

3

Roland L. Day

1

Rudolph Dill

1

Thomas Kane

2

Unknown

4

Korean War veterans, who shared the experience, and those men that served with the
7th Infantry Division, may be interested in this article. Written by SFC P. J. Gallagher,
a staff writer for Harbor Watch, this article is reprinted in its entirety. Published in
Harbor Watch July 21, 2000.
The Korean War
(1950-1 953) PART XIII
United Nations Order of Battle
7TH INFANTRY DIVISION - Activated 1917. Did not participate in World War I as a division, although its units sustained 1.709 casualties. Deactivated in 1921, it was reactivated in 1940 and recently deactivated due to downsizing.
17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT: The present 17th Infantry (1st Battalion, 17th Infantry based in
Alaska) was constituted 4 May 1861 and played a major role in the Civil War. After reconstruction duty in
the South, the 17th went to fight the Indians in the West and then to Cuba for the War with Spain. In the
Philippine Insurrection, the 17th picked up seven campaign streamers. During World War H the regiment
saw combat on Attu, Kiska, the Marshalls, Leyte and Okinawa. In September 1945, the 17th Infantry
landed at Inchon and took over its part of the Korean occupation. Three years later the unit was in Japan.
Back into Korea. the regiment landed again at Inchon. But this time they came in shooting as part of the
September 1950 amphibious landing and won a second Presidential Unit Citation in the capture of Seoul.
The regiment then moved to Pusan and took part in the landing at lwon. The 17th Infantry was the only
American regiment to reach the Yalu River. Evacuated from Hungnaw 20 December 1950 after the Chinese
Intervention, the regiment went into training near Taegu. It was here that its regimental commander, Col.
William (Buffalo Bill) Quinn, inspired the present regimental nickname and instituted the change in the
coat of arms and insignia— a Buffalo has been added. I believe this is the only time a regimental crest was
changed as a result of Korean service. We all had a “Buffalo” nickel issued. It was the exact size and dimension of a U.S. nickel — made in Japan and worth 11 cents. Currently “Buffaloes” are issued a smaller
coin made of a lesser metal.
The 17th was the best damn unit that I ever served with. In October 1952 we were relieved on the line
by the 187th Airborne Infantry and boarded LCIs at Inchon arriving at the Southern most island of Koje-do
to guard and control Chinese POWs at the UN POW Center. On LCIs they had Coke soda dispensing machines for five cents. The U.S. Navy was aghast when they found out we were all using the ~Buffalo” nickels. Alas!
31ST INFANTRY REGIMENT: Self-termed “America’s Foreign Legion,” the 31st claims to be the
only American regiment that has never served in the United States until the late 1950's. It was constituted
13 August 1916 at Fort McKinley, Philippines, by transfer of personnel from the 8th, 13th and 15th Infantry
Regiments. Before World War II the “Polar Bear” Regiment had three unusual assignments in the Far East.
In 1918 it was sent with the 27th Infantry to Siberia as part of the Siberian Expeditionary Force. The Polar
Bear crest originates from this frigid assignment. After the Japanese earthquake of 1923, the regiment sent a
battalion to assist in relief work. In 1932, on receipt of a telephone call from Washington, the 31st went to
Shanghai and (with the 4th Marines) guarded the International Settlement. During five months of the
“Shanghai Incident” the 31st was under fire from both Japanese and Chinese as the latter sniped at each
other. Stationed in the Philippines at the outbreak of World War II, the regiment formed the nucleus of the
American forces rushed to the Lingayen beaches to oppose the Japanese landings. Outnumbered, outgunned
and suffering from lack of air support, the 31st fought its way back to Bataan. When it became apparent that
no relief could be expected, Capt. George A. Sansep burned the regimental colors to prevent their falling
into enemy hands. The 31st surrendered to Japanese forces 9 April 1942, and regimental survivors made the
infamous “Death March.” On 19 January 1946 the 31st was reorganized in Seoul, Korea, and assigned to
the 7th Division. Its mission was to disarm the Japanese in Korea and assist in the establishment of the Korean government.
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For two-and-a-half years the 31st guarded the 38th Parallel against encroachment by the Communists. In
late 1948 the regiment shipped to Camp Crawford, Japan.
After the outbreak of hostilities, the regiment took part in the Inchon landings. Moving to Pusan, the 31st
prepared for a second landing — Iwon in November. After fighting its way to the Chosin Reservoir. the 31st
was cut off by the intervening Chinese hoards and were surrounded. Elements fought their way back to the
Marine Corps perimeter south of the reservoir and from there to Koto-ri for sea evacuation to Pusan.
In early 1951 the “Polar Bear” were in business again and fighting their way back up the peninsula. During the
period of stabilized warfare the 31st captured Triangle Hill in the only offensive action of October 1952.
32ND INFANTRY REGIMENT: Constituted in 1916 at Scofield Barracks, Hawaii from personnel of
the 1st and 2nd Inf. Regts, was nicknamed “The Queen’s Own” by the last queen of Hawaii. During World
War I several units of the regiment were used to escort German prisoners from Hawaii to the United States.
After being deactivated in 1919. the regiment was reactivated in 1940 and assigned to the 7th Division.
During World War II the regiment fought at Attu, Kwajalein, Leyte and Okinawa. The “Queen’s Own”
was on occupation duty in Korea until early 1949 when it came to Japan to replace the 11th Airborne Division.
In September 1950 the 32nd took part in the Inchon landing and the capture of Seoul. Its next operation was
the Iwon landing. When the Chinese intervened in November, the 2nd and 3rd Battalions held their ground until joined by UN elements retreating from farther north. The 1st Battalion was cut off on the east shore of the
Chosin Reservoir along with elements of the 31st Infantry and the 1st Marines.
In this famous action the regiment withdrew across the ice- covered reservoir, fighting their way eventually
to Koto-ri and then to the Hungnam perimeter. During this ordeal, Lt. Col. Don C. Faith personally directed
the withdrawal of his battalion until mortally wounded while attacking an enemy roadblock with grenades. He
was awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously.
During the remainder of the Korean action, the 32d fought at Youngchon, Chechon, Hwachon Reservoir,
“Old Baldy,” “Punch Bowl’ “Triangle Hill’ “Jane Russell” and “Pike’s Peak.” In the closing months of the war
the regiment broke the power of a Chinese division by its determined stand on “Pork Chop” Hill. In Korea the
32nd adopted the nickname “Buccaneers.”
UN UNITS ATTACHED: 31st Infantry — The Columbian Battalion; 32nd Infantry, thee Turkish Brigade. In the 17th we had no attached UN Unit.

Recognition for our Buddies
West Helena, AR

12/14/1999

(Then) SFC Franklin P. Tilghman, Company G, 32nd Infantry, 7th Infantry Division was awarded the
Bronze Star Medal for “heroism in connection with military ground operations against a hostile force on
Hill 598 ‘Triangle Hill’, near Kumhwa, Korea, on October 23, 1952.” The Master of Ceremony at the presentation was Col. George M. (Mike) Ross, Deputy Commander, 39th Infantry Brigade, 7th Infantry Division.
Submitted by Maurice H. Reeves, 2nd VP, Hon. CSM, 13th Engr. Bn., Little Rock, AR

Washington, PA

4/06/2000

Performing in a tribute to Korean War veterans and National Guard units for their service to our nation, past and present, were the Cadet Field Band and Cadet Rifle Drill Team from the United States Military Academy at West Point. All army veterans were presented with awards, as were members of the Marines, Air Force and Navy. This 50th anniversary ceremony was organized by State Representative Leo J.
Trich, Jr. Taking part, in addition to West Point, were retired Admiral Chauncey F. Hoffman and Pennsylvania Air National Guard General William Boardley.
Submitted by James M. Hutchinson, Washington, PA
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THE LAND OF THE MORNING CALM
By Stewart N. Rothman, President, 17th Infantry Association
(Note: In February 2000 the Korean Government offered to fund the travel and lodging for a representative of the various units who fought in Korea. Stu volunteered to represent the 7th Infantry Division and
this is his account of the trip)
The title of this story is a name by which
Korea has been known for generations.
Yet it belies all that we who fought there
1950 through 1953 know it by. In the
President Truman declared "Police Action" days of the undeclared war back
then, Korea was anything but calm.
When Kim Il Sung sent his North Korean
regulars across the 38th Parallel on June
25, 1950, the "Calm" was to leave Korea
for years. Virtually destroying the Republic of South Korea's Army in that sneak
attack, and occupying the capitol of Seoul
within days, it looked like the end for
South Korea.

The Various Association Representatives and their Korean Hosts

United Nations intervention halted the thrust, and under General Douglas MacArthur's leadership, the UN
Forces eventually pushed the North Korean Army back to the Yalu River. The 17th Regimental Combat
Team and other units of the 7th Division and 1st Marines bivouacked there and it seemed as if we'd won.
Then in October 1950, a third of a million Chinese swarmed across the Yalu and it was a new war. A war
that was said to have wounded and cost more American and Allied lives than in a like period of World War
II. The number of MIA's alone exceeded that of those recorded in Viet Nam.
In 1953, an armistice was reached and for all practical purposes, the war was over. That was a half century
ago. The war or Police Action is over, but the scars are still there.
South Korea has rebuilt its cities, towns and villages. It's a thriving beautiful industrial and popular tourist destination, that is as
long as you don't get too close to the 38th Parallel. When you get
close, it's as if the war is still hanging there like a Sword of Damocles. The North Koreans are still digging invasion tunnels one
hundred or more feet down under the DMZ (Demilitarized Zone).
Some as much as five miles long with railroad tracks that could
transport as many invaders as 30,000 per hour. With sound detection devices and satellite observations, the South Koreans are
finding and destroying these tunnels as fast as the North Koreans
can dig them.
Now and for the next three years, the South Korean Government
in conjunction with the U.S. Government is planning a series of
Commemorative Events on the 50th Anniversary, to remember
The 4th Invasion Tunnel dug by the North Ko- that war and those who fought in it. This year, I was fortunate to
reans. It's hundreds of feet down, is miles long be with a group of association leaders from some of our nations
and goes under the DMZ
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veterans groups. There were men from The 1st Marine Division Association, The 24th Infantry Association,
The 3rd Division Association, The VFW, American Legion and more. I represented the 7th Infantry Division Assn. and 17th Infantry Regiment Assn. It was a humbling and emotion-filled experience.
We in America have long regarded The Korean War as "The Forgotten War", but it is not so in Korea.
Wherever we went, people, soldiers, dignitaries, even Provincial Governors came up to us, took our hand
between their hands, looked straight into our eyes and said, "Thank you for what you did for our country!"
The war is 50-years old, but they have not forgotten! We had this experience even from people who were
not born when we fought there. I didn't want to go back at first, but now I'm glad I did. We visited Heartbreak Ridge, Bloody Ridge, The Punchbowl, and The Iron Triangle. Places that most Americans have never
heard of, but we knew them, we remembered them. We had many friends who never left there.
We even went to Panmunjon and went into the building where the Armistice was negotiated and signed.
The building was built on the border separating North and South
Korea. It was an eerie feeling standing in that building, then
walking to the other end of the room where you knew you were
in North Korea. We looked at the windows and saw North Korean soldiers peering in.
I personally felt quite an experience as we drove through
Hwatchon and passed the reservoir. It was just north of there
where I received my first Purple Heart. It isn't something you
forget easily.
All said and done, it was a trip I wouldn't have missed for the world. In my position as a professional photographer, I have traveled in and shot photo assignments in nearly all 50-states and more than 55 foreign
countries. However, although I have been to the Orient more than a dozen times in the past 50-years and
have covered jobs in Hong Kong, Japan, Thailand, Singapore and Taiwan, I never chose or looked for jobs
in Korea. I believe I may have had a mental block about returning there.
But I was wrong, the warmth of the Korean people, the beauty of the country, and even the visiting of the
war-time battle zones all helped to create a new picture of Korea in my mind. I strongly recommend that all
Korean Veterans consider a revisit, especially in these commemorative years.
All said and done, it was a trip I wouldn't have missed for the world. In my position as a professional photographer, I have traveled in and shot photo assignments in nearly all 50-states and more than 55 foreign
countries. However, although I have been to the Orient more than a dozen times in the past 50-years and
have covered jobs in Hong Kong, Japan, Thailand, Singapore and Taiwan, I never chose or looked for jobs
in Korea. I believe I may have had a mental block about returning there.
But I was wrong, the warmth of the Korean people, the beauty of the country, and even the visiting of the
war-time battle zones all helped to create a new picture of Korea in my mind. I strongly recommend that all
Korean Veterans consider a revisit, especially in these commemorative years.
The agency that set up our trip was California Pacific Tours. They did an extremely superb job. Working
with the South Korean Veteran's Association, the Korean National Tourist Association, and Asiana Airlines, they are able to offer a most favorable tour package for returning veterans and their families at very
reasonable rates. Currently California Pacific is putting together a new tour package for the 17th Infantry
Association that will run from October 9th through 17th, 2000 For more information about this and other
Korean revisit programs, you may check their Web Site at www.cptours.com or call them toll-free at 1-888822-5258.
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For those of you interested in
making trips to Korea during 2001
Olympus Travel in cooperation with
Korea National Tourism Organization
And Korean Air
2528 W. Olympic Blvd, Suite 201
Los Angeles, CA 90006
(888) 467-6000

California Pacific Tours in cooperation with
Korea National Tourism Organization
1475 Huntington Ave., Ste. 101
South San Francisco, CA 94080
(888) 822-5258
E-Mail: rpm@cptours.com

Korea Visit Program

Korea Visit Program (Especially for all units of
the 7th Infantry Division)

For: Veterans who participated in the Korean War
as well as those who served in any theatre during
the post war period. Their families are welcome.
6 Days/Five nights. Tour dates: April 5 and 19,
May 10 and 17, September 6 and 20, October 11
and 18.
Friday.............Arrive Kimpo..........Tr. to Kyung Ju
Saturday .........Kyung Ju City Tour
Sunday ...........Morning Tour .........Tr. to Seoul
Monday..........Day trip to Panmunjom & the DMZ
.......................Tour Seoul
Tuesday..........Inchon Landing Museum
.......................War Memorial Museum
Wednesday ....Depart Seoul (Kimpo) for other
.......................destinations or return to US
Includes..........Air Transportation (Coach)
.......................First Class Hotel rooms (dbl occup)
.......................Three meals per day
.......................Daily Tours.
There are “add-on” destinations such as China, Jeju
Island, Hong Kong and Viet Nam available

7 Days/7 Nights. Tour dates: October 11 and 18.
Friday .............Arr. Inchon, Int’l .... Tr. Inchon
Saturday .........Tour Inchon & Invasion Beaches
........................Welcoming Dinner
Sunday............Chorwon Valley; “Iron Triangle”
........................Uijongbu; Alligator Jaws; T-Bone;
........................Pork Chop (involves walking &
........................climbing); White Horse
Monday .........Yanggu; Hwachon; Yanggu-Inje;
........................Punch Bowl; Chunchon
Tuesday ..........Touring on the way to Seoul
Wednesday.....Seoul; Korean War Museum;
........................Itaewon; Kyongbok Palace; return to
........................Inchon
Thursday ........Day trip to Panmunjom & the DMZ
........................Freedom Bridge; Camp Bonifas;
........................Tour Joint Security Area (JSA)
........................Farewell Dinner sponsored by KVA
........................Presentation of Ambassador of
........................Peace Medal
Friday .............Departure
Includes ..........Air Transportation (Coach)
........................First Class Hotel rooms (dbl occup)

Editor’s Note: Prices have not been included because costs vary depending on your point of origin and the prevailing
conditions relating to air fares. It is recommended that you investigate the travel agency you select carefully and also
consult with the Korea National Tourism Agency (800) 868-7567 for their recommendations.
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SEEKERS - 2000
Editor’s notes: In order to include as many as possible, some of the inquiries have been edited for space,
but not for content. It is sincerely hoped that all of the members will read and, if possible, respond to these
requests.
Some of the “Seekers” only gave e-mail addresses. Please send any responses for these people to Doug
Halbert; he will relay your responses.
3/29/2000
James E. Williams, Sgt. USMC
E: jamaw76@aol.com
I am looking for information on my father Edward
Williams...cook in the US Army in 1953 during the
Korean War and possibly lost a leg during the war.
He was killed in the US in a car accident with a
train. Any information you may be able to give me
would be greatly appreciated...PS Everyone in my
family is deceased so I can get no answers on him
[from] my grandparents...I am trying to do a family
tree.
4/09/2000
Bill Martakis
E: billfrndly@aol.com
My father served in Korea in 7th Division...I have
decorations I would like to identify and would like
to find out his military history...my father died of
cancer...George Martakis. Most significant duty:
Svc Btry 49th FA BN.
4/14/2000
Don Howard
952 Riverside Drive
South Bend, IN 46616
E: Don_A_Howard@email.msn.com
Seeking WWII veterans from Company E, 32nd
Regiment who might have known my father, Robert
D. (“Bud”) Howard. He served with Company E
from Attu through Okinawa, was wounded at least
three times, and won the Bronze Star. My father
died in the early 1970s...all of his records were lost
or destroyed, first on the hospital ship back from
Okinawa and then in the fire at the St. Louis records
center. So it mean a lot to us if someone who knew
him then could help us [his family] to fill in the
blanks.

4/16/2000
Gary Bedingfield
55 Capel Road, Enfield
EN1 4SR, Great Britain
E: gary@bedingfield.freeserve.co.uk
I’m writing a book on U.S. military baseball in the
Pacific in WWII...anyone who might be able to
share memories, paraphernalia or photos with
me...I’ve recently written a similar volume on U.S.
military baseball in Europe...I’m looking for the
guys who played the game because they loved it,
and would set up a scratch game whenever and
wherever they could.
4/16/2000
Robert Croce
E: Rockoferin@aol.com
I am doing research [on] Alfred Croce...served in
the Aleutian Islands with the 395th military police
battalion...he may not have been an MP while in the
Aleutians. He ended up in Washington guarding the
White House from the mid war years until its end.
5/26/2000
Richard D. Townsend
16621 S. Forest Glen Drive
Mulino, OR 97042
E: oregonhoss@aol.com
[My father] was in the 3rd Platoon, L Company,
184th Infantry, 7th Division. His name is Jack Warren Townsend. He enlisted May 22, 1943; dis. December 11, 1945. I would like to find out any and
all information on him. I know that he was
wounded. I think in Okinawa...I will appreciate any
help or leading me into more information on my father.
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bury in Indiana.

6/16/2000
Ron Fuller
No. 5 Shackleford Plaza, #150
Little Rock, AR 72211
E: R3988@aol.com
I am seeking anyone who may
have served with my father, Lloyd
L. Fuller, Seventh Infantry Division from March 1941 to November 1945...Ft. Ord (1941-42) and
participated in the entire ATTU
Campaign.
6/17/2000
Mark A. Smith
E: bigredone_1stinf@yahoo.com
Currently, I am working on an article about the invasion of Attu Island during the Aleutians Campaign of World War II...My grandfather served on
the Aleutian Islands during WW II and I would very
much like to bring a greater awareness of the sacrifices made there by our service men and to say
thank you. I am contacting you to ask if you can put
me in touch with veterans of the 7th Infantry Division....who might be willing to tell their stories or to
provide suggestions on where I might go find such
information.
10/04/2000 Brian Morris
E: brian@filtrationtech.com
I am doing research on the USS Harris APA-2 during WWII...my late uncle Aldon “Pinky” Morris
served on Morris from November 1941 to March
1946, discharged as a Chief Boatswain’s Mate...also
on the Master At Arms Force on the Harris (MP’s).
Harris received 10 combat Battle Stars for WWII
service. I have found that elements of the Seventh
Infantry Division were transported to the beaches
from Harris at Attu, Kwajalein, and Okinawa Jima.
I would like to hear from any WWII vets who remember their time on the Harris (good or bad) and
collect their thoughts for history’s sake.
6/24/2000
Sandy Marlowe
441 Sara Drive
New Haven, IN 46774
All I really know is: His name is Carmen M. Sgro,
he has lived in Fort Wayne, Indiana all his life.
Went to Korea in 1950; came out 1 year or so later.
We think he was in the 7th Infantry. He was in a
battle...wounded in the foot, and it was days until
they were evac’d. He recuperated at Camp Atter30

7/07/2000
Raymond P. Gallagher
E: RPGallagher.CPA@prodigy.net
I am named after my Uncle who was killed in July
1953 near Sohkogae DMZ. He was a guest of the
enemy POW until they were all buried in a shallow
grave. He was one of 28 found. I would like to
know if anyone remembers him or can tell me about
what happened...He was only 21 and not married...He did his training at Camp Breckenridge, Ky.
before being assigned to a rifle company. He was
with Echo Company, 17th Reg. Combat Team, Seventh (7) Division. I do have a picture of him in uniform. The strange thing is he is wearing the
Screaming Eagle patch of the 101 Airborne. Any
help would be appreciated.
8/24/2000
Benjamin Arriola
4432 Eleanor Way
El Paso, TX 79922
I am in the process of trying to get more information
about my brother’s disappearance during the Korean
War...Fernando Arriola...PFC, A Company, 1st Battalion of the 32nd Infantry, 7th Infantry Division,
Missing in Action on 2 December 1950...Attached
to Task Force Faith...In order for the main body and
its vehicles to break through...the 1st Battalion, 32nd
Infantry Regiment had to clear Hill 1221.
9/25/2000
Lois Jackim
E: jackim@sonicnet.net
Re: my brother, 2nd Lt. Richard F. Jones...killed in
action on Kwajalein on 2-4-44...may I please enlist
anyone’s help...his APO address...was Hq. 1st. Bn.,
184th Inf. 7th Div., APO #7?
9/28/2000
Nancy Love Sansom
E: nloves@bellsouth.net
I am trying to find out about what battles my brother
fought in during WW II. He died on Okinawa in
April 1945. I was a child then and over the years I
am afraid much of the knowledge of battles he was
in have been lost...My brother’s name was Ross
Gardner Love...he was a PFC when he was killed.
7/14/2000
Brian
Email: bristal@penn.com
I am looking for any information on Major Wayne
E. (Bean) Powell. He served in the 32nd Infantry

Regiment, 7th Infantry Division. He was killed in
action on 12/02/50 in a battle near Pusan Reservoir.
Any information you could send me about him or
the battle in which he was killed would be greatly
appreciated.
9/30/2000
Fred Hulkovich
Box 61
Aberdeen, ID 83210
E: hulkm@aol.com
Would like to find and correspond with MELVIN
D. SEARS. We served with Sv. Battery 48th FA
Aug 1951 to July 1952. Last contact at Halfway,
Oregon 1957. He was recovering from a logging
accident.
10/26/2000 George W. Carter
PO Box 1691
Oceanside, CA 92051
[Seeking information regarding] 1st Lt. Thomas W.
Reese...killed in combat 9 May 1945 on Okinawa.
[May have been with Company L, 184th Regiment.]

11/16/2000 P. Laporte
E: Plaporte@maine.rr.com
I really do need to find anyone that was stationed
with me on KOJE-DO Island guarding POWs. Our
outfit was the 17th Inf. Reg. 2nd Batt. Fox Company
of the 7th ID. Looking to find anyone that remembers me falling [out] of the back of truck after guard
duty...I am pretty sure that it was in 1953.
12/05/2000 Charles M. “Charlie” Pierce
E: Pierce-cd@worldnet.att.net
My father, Charles W. Murphy, Jr., was a Capt. And
commander of Co. “C”, 32 Inf. Reg., 7th Inf. Div.
He was killed on Feb. 4, 1944 in the battle for Kwajalein Atoll. He received the Silver and Bronze stars
for valor. I was just over a year old at the time and
never really knew my dad...He also participated in
the capture of Attu and Kiska...I have this burning
desire to visit and see the places where he fought
and ultimately gave his life.

7th Infantry Div. Revised Edition History Book — Inventory Reduction Sale
The history of the 7th Infantry Division is preserved in this outstanding book dedicated to the courageous men who fought with the 7th Infantry Division. It a book to enjoy now and pass down for future
generations to enjoy!
Due to the many military publications recently published, we have found that storage space is limited for our new publications. For this reason, Turner Publishing Company would like to give those who
have not purchased the treasured publication or anyone who would like an additional copy(ies), an opportunity to do so at a discounted price. Buy yourself or someone else an excellent gift at a reduced price of
$34.95, more than a 30% savings. Less than 125 copies remain in our inventory, so order your copy(ies)
today!
7th Infantry Division Revised

Qty

Introductory Reduction Offer

Price

7th Infantry Division Revised Edition
History Book

Total

$34.95

Turner Publishing Company
P. O. Box 3101
Paducah, KY 42002-3101

(KY residents add 6% sales tax)
Shipping/Handling $6.50 for 1st book,
$4.00 for each Additional
Plastic Book Cover

Name

Phone

$2.75
Total

Address

Credit Card Orders can be made by telephone 1-800-788-3350
Visa “ Mastercard “

City

State

Zip

For Official Use Only

Name on Credit Card

Check#__________________ Amount_________________
Credit Card Number

Exp. Date
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A RETURN TO GLORY
The Untold Story of honor, dishonor, and triumph at the
United States Military Academy, 1950-1953
By Bill McWilliams
(Warwick House 1118 pages, $47.50)
A Book Review by Dick Baer

This authorized book celebrating the bicentennial (1802-2002) of the United States Military Academy at
West Point, New York is an in depth, well researched, almost scholarly, look at one of the most devastating
periods in the history of the Academy. In l950 it was discovered that the Honor Code had been violated by a
massive conspiracy, mainly among the football team. The Honor Code is the backbone of the Corp of Cadets, it sets the Military Academy apart from any other institution of higher education in the country. This is
a book about honor, and the tremendous self-discipline and devotion to the concept "honor above all" requires. The Honor Code is simple, "a cadet will not lie, cheat or steal". A cadet who has knowledge of an
offense must report it.
Mr. Williams presents the history of the U. S. M. A. and the development and tradition of the Honor Code.
Violation of the Code has extremely serious penalties, including dismissal from the Academy and discharge
from the Army, not only for the perpetrator, but for any person aware of a violation, who does not report it.
In the l950 case the violators were mainly football players on a nationally ranked football team, coached by
Earl (Red) Blaik. This is the documented story of how the violators created a conspiracy to cheat on homework and tests, how the conspiracy was uncovered, and the ramifications it had personally and professionally for the participants, and especially to Colonel Blaik, his son was involved, the coaches including Vince
Lombardi, the backfield coach, and the players who were to take up the slack in the succeeding years. The
coaches had to return to the glory of the gridiron with only the students currently at the Academy, or the
regular appointees of the next years, most of whom had not been high school stand outs, or even players.
The investigation of the scandal required the involvement of the Army higher command--even President
Truman--and the resultant reports, changes in policies and procedures, and long term effects on the Academy are meticulously covered. Cadets who had to display amazing courage and personal sacrifice, not only
at the time of the crisis, but in later years in the service of their country, are honored, though sometimes not
named at their request. Several were ostracized throughout their military careers, one even when he returned to his hometown where one of the discharged cadets also lived.
"A Return to Glory" includes two venues, McArthur's "Field of Friendly Strife", the football field, and during those dark days, Korea. The Korean War had started and become a nasty trench type war between the
United Nations Forces and The North Koreans and Chinese during this period. The football fight to regain
national status is a three year miracle of leadership, coaching, determination and utmost desire, reported
with vigor, depth and enthusiasm, and with a real insight into the effect that the friendship between Earl
Blaik and General MacArthur had on the process.
The second venue, Korea, includes the stories of three graduate infantry officers, their leadership and their
sacrifices particularly in the U. S. Army Seventh Division's final battle for Pork Chop Hill, as well as an
officer with the First Cavalry and a pilot with the Bomb Group. The detail of the Pork Chop Hill battle is as
incisive as S. L. A. Marshall's classic Pork Chop Hill on the earlier, April 1953 battle for the same hill.
Unfortunately, the disclosure of the cheating scandal came at the same time the Academy was celebrating
its Sesquicentennial (1802-1952). Celebrations, reports, and activities of note during the celebration are offered, and the speeches by participants are included. President Truman's speech at the Sesquicentennial Ju32

bilee explains the Korean War concisely, and is worthy of review by every veteran and every citizen. President Truman explains his rationale for the undeclared war, why he involved U. S. and U. N. troops, and the
anticipated prevention of World War III.
This book is a must read for every man or woman who has worn the Army gray, or for any who aspire to do
so. It is also a book for any veteran who has been in harm's way. It is a book for the football buff, and for
the person who is responsible for managing people or an enterprise. It illuminates the results of leadership,
determination, perseverance and honor. What endeavor cannot profit from such lessons? "A Return to
Glory " is a hefty but remarkable tribute to the men and women of the United States Military Academy, and
to the struggle to overcome the disastrous results of the cheating scandal on the Academy , the Corps of Cadets and on the football team.

Photos from the Dayton Reunion

Jo & Charlie Smith and General Soriano

Some of the 31st Inf. Reg. Attendees: (Standing) Les Arvola, Charlie Smith, George Wood, (Seated) Norville &
Phyllis Finney, Louise Arvola, Loran Stutz, Warren Schlatter

Charles Smith in a Korean era uniform
Maurice Reeves in a WWII era uniform
Isn’t it amazing—they can still get into them!

At the Sunday morning Memorial Service

33

Mark Your Calendar for a Christening
USNS POMEROY
Not always is a war hero recognized while alive. For family and friends, and compatriots, that recognition is bittersweet. Such is the case of the soldier who will be honored in March 2001, long after his
death. PFC Ralph E. Pomeroy was a member of the 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division and, of
the 131 men awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for meritorious service in Korea, Pomeroy was
one of them. The Medal was awarded some time ago, but now he is to be honored once again with the
christening of the Ralph E. Pomeroy at the National Steel and Shipbuilding Company in San Diego, California. This ship will transport Army equipment to any overseas conflict.
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Ship Tour: March 9, 2001 beginning at 1:00 p.m.
NASSCO, 2798 East Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA
Meet inside Building #1
Comfortable/casual attire. Slacks for ladies are recommended.
Closed-toe shoes are required
Length of Tour: 1 - 2 hours
Christening & Launching: March 10, 2001 at 9:00 a.m.
NASSCO, 2798 East Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA
Gates open at 8:15 a.m.
Business attire
Length of Ceremony: 1 hour
Note to Members of the 31st Infantry Regiment Association: Karl Lowe, Editor of Pro Patria Press, has
confirmed that the above dates are correct. The date of the ceremony (March 20, 2001) was changed after
the publication of the December 2000 Edition of Pro Patria Press.

The editor admits to receiving these pictures but now cannot find the sender’s name. The sender was with the 32nd Infantry
Regiment and from the other photos the year appears to be 1956
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More Photos from Stu Rothman’s trip to Korea

A good close-up of the DMZ on a cold morning

Inside the meeting rooms at Panmunjom

Stu Rothman receiving the ROK Ambassador of Peace award

Punch Bowl

The picture to the left
is a large mural in the
Korean Museum at
Inchon. It is quite realistic and most impressive.
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Final Taps
We remember those who have left our ranks
Date of Death

Company

Battery

Battalion

13th Engineer Battalion (C)
Stahl, Sr.

Walter J.

12/98

A

1st

17th Infantry Regiment
Abrahamson

William A.

7/1/2000

Bell

Harold W.

Unknown

Bianco

Jack M.

2/28/1999

Cunningham

Dean O.

Unknown

Di Cenzo

Joseph A.

2/22/2000

Gilbert

John B.

8/3/1999

Harmeyer

Donald H.

Hehman

Alfred P.

Henson

2nd

Hq

3rd

1/22/1999

C

1st

11/19/2000

H

2nd

Thomas D.

1/1/2000

A

Hughes

Warren J.

12/99

Quinn

William W.

9/11/2000

Simpson

Earnest A.

9/6/1998

Szemraj

John J.

11/7/2000

H

2nd

H

2nd

184th Infantry Regiment
Anthony

John R.

3/10/99

Chapman

Arthur R. (Bob)

1/20/1999

Snyder

Leonard G.

10/23/1999

G

2nd

Walter

Raymond H.

1/25/2000

D

1st

8/20/1999

C

1st

31st & 184th Infantry Regiments
Finn

Paul J.

31st Field Artillery Battalion
Poplaski

Henry E.

6/26/2000

31st Infantry Regiment
Ailiff

Donald W.

4/25/2000

I&B

Fabian, Jr.

Stefan

Unknown

Hq

Hoch

Robert C.

2/13/2000

Hvy Mortor

Date Of Death

Company

Battery
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2nd

Battalion

Final Taps
We remember those who have left our ranks
31st Infantry Regiment (Continued)
Mccrary, Sr.

Boyce E.

3/29/2000

Hq

1st

Monterosso

Donald J.

12/99

A, I

1st & 3rd

Moses, (AUS Ret.) Lloyd R.

4/27/2000

Weidensaul
Thomas H.
32nd Infantry Regiment
Cockroft
Ralph P.

1/22/2000

L

3rd

4/9/2000

D

1st

Harkleroad

Clements

1/27/2000

Larson

Joseph R.

3/7/2000

K

3rd

Wallace, (AUS Ret.) Ted
57th Field Artillery Battalion
Cavin
Robert W.

7/17/1999

A

1st

4/11/1999

Gillespie

6/12/2000

Hq

8/23/2000

B

T. Leo

Landreth
Wylie C.
7th Quartermaster Co.
Jackson
Samuel H.
7th Signal Co.
Noggle
John L.
Unit Assignment Unknown
Jones
Johnie J.

11/8/1999 Quartermaster
9/1/2000

Signal

7/26/2000

Total Deaths Reported As of 11/30/2000
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The Quartermaster Store

Caps
The official “bill cap” for the Association. They
come in red, white or black with the “Hourglass”
logo on the front. Please specify the color you want.

Bolo Tie

Caps (one size fits all) ........................ $11.00 each

Bolo Tie (Silver or Gold end caps—Black String)... $18.00

The 7th Division Bolo String Tie. The Hourglass is
in full color and baked-on enamel

Other Store Items

Key Chain Knife
The 7th Division Key Chain Knife. It has a single 2”
blade. The body is white with a full color Hourglass
logo and black print. The key retainer locks so your
keys are secure. A great gift idea.
Key Chain Knife............................................$6.00
Regular round key ring with logo..................$5.00

Souvenir brass coins — 7th Inf. Div. [Light]
(1980’s & 90’s) 1½" in diameter ............ $3.00
Auto Decals — 4½" diameter$2.00 ea / 2 for $5.00
Smaller decal — 2¾" diameter ..................... $3.00
Hat Pins ......................................................... $3.50
Lapel Pins...................................................... $3.50
Hourglass Patch (Black & Red) ............$4.00 each
“
“ .........................................2 for $7.00
Tee shirts with Logo (S,M,L or XL) ........... $12.00
Patch (7th Inf. Div. Assn.) ............................. $3.00
Bumper Sticker (7th ID — Proudly Served).. $3.00
Video Tap—Reactivation 6/4/1999 ............ $12.00
Crest (Regimental or Battalion) .................... $7.00
Cross Rifles—Regiment ............................... $5.00
Cross Cannons—Battalion ............................ $5.00
The cost of packing and shipping is included in the
price. Be sure to state any color choices and sizes in
your order. Make your check for the total cost of all
items payable to:
7th Infantry Division Association

Belt Buckle
The 7th Division Belt Buckle. It is oval shaped, 2¼"
x 3½"; The outer edge is gold color and the inner
oval is polished nickel; the Hourglass emblem is in
full color and is the size of a Morgan Silver Dollar.
It has the usual hook and hinge on the back side.
Belt Buckle (Oval).......................................$18.00
Belt Buckle (Silver or gold color) ...............$18.00
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Mail your order to:
7th Infantry Division Association
Levi O. Haire, Quartermaster
6078 Danbury Ct.
Morrow, GA 30260-1421
Phone: (404) 366-9891
E-mail: Rabbit713e@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP

APPLICATION

Name:

__
Last Name

First

Sex: “

___

Middle

Male

“
Female

Address:
Street, RR, or PO Box

Apartment #

City

State

Membership Status: Active Duty “

Veteran “

Country

Widow of Veteran “

9 Digit Zip Code
Child of Veteran “

Spouse=s Name (or nearest of kin)

Phones:

(

)

-

(

Home Phone

)

-

(

Business Phone

)

-

Fax Phone

Electronic Mail address:
E-mail address

Employer:
Name and address of Employer

Military
Assignment

Platoon

|

With 7th ID from:

|

Company Troop

|

To:

Battalion

|

Battery

|

Highest Rank:

Regiment

|

Brigade

Date of Birth:

For the following questions, use the back of the form if you need more room.
Overseas Assgnts; Major Battles:
Awards & Decorations:
Service Medals:
Signature

Date of Application

Recommended By 7th IDA Member

Name

Address

PLEASE
PRINT OR TYPE the above information. Make check or money order in the amount of $25.00 payable
to 7th Infantry Division Association. Dues thereafter will be $15.00, due in June of the bi-annual reunion year.

MAIL THE COMPLETED FORM AND CHECK TO:

Doug Halbert, Executive Secretary
7th Infantry Division Association
518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426
Phone: (808) 249-0365

New Members are immediately placed on our mailing list and receive a paid up membership card, lapel pin, auto
decal, copy of our current newsletter, and a copy of our Constitution and By Laws.
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http://7th-inf-div-assn.com

7th Infantry Division Association
518 Hilinai St.
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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